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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Departmmt
30th October 1874

No. 328. Read the following Proceedings of the Board of Revenue, dated 21st
October 1874, No. 3,065 :—

Read the following letter from Dr. J.J. L. RATTON M.D., on special salt duty, to
C. A. GALTON, Esq., Acting Sub-Secretary to the Board of Revenue,
dated Madras, 17th October 1874, No. 50 :—

I mavE the honor to inform you that I will avail myself of the privilege leave,
granted to me in Fort 8t. George Gazette of 18th August 1874, on the 31st of this
month. '
2. My vmt to Europe offers such a valuable and inexpensive opportunity of
extending and completing the information on the subject of salt manufactnre
before the Board that I think it my duty to bring it to notice.

3, Baltis made in the south of I'rance in much the same way as in India

from sea-water exposed in natural pans in the open air. All Iknow of the process

is gleaned from French chemxcal treatises procurable in Madras. These deal
chiefly with its chemical aspects. They omit all reference to practical details,

&ec., &c., a knowledge of which would be of the utmost 1m}ﬁgrtance‘to

,J employed as I am. Itis possible, and even probable, therefore that great good; s -
~ might accrue from a thorough investigation,on my part into the French sysbeﬁx} o, O
salt culture. . Chemists of Kuropean fame have’ given their attention to it, and its
details ;htmld. ba a8 nesrlypexfeat &Mﬂ&n be made by the scientific knowhéga Y

off'he'_ﬂ;_.i" : ~ '*;7—'-=,,*---—~~f,~ ,,,,,

3 igcd Grawrnmant shonld apprave of the mggeshon, : i might, next
J anuary, when returning to India from p‘nvxlege leave, stop for a phort time in the
south of France. Less than a month would probably snﬁce to a.vqﬁmnt me P*‘Mt‘
cally with the details of the French system. The time so spent should count as

service, and I would expect to receive pay, &c as in India. :

Ix his letter above recorded Dr. Ratton brings to the‘ netlce of the Board the
favorable opportnmty which his contemplated visit to England on privilege leave
affords for the inspection of salt works in the south of Fraﬂce ‘The suggestion meets
with the hearty approval of the Board, and they resolve to recommend, for the favor-
able consideration of Government, vthat Dr. Ratton should be permltted to prolong
his absence for a period not in excess of one month, in order that he may devote the

extra time to the investigation of the French system of salt culture. Such period

should count as gervice, and Dr. Ratton should receive full pay and allowances as

if on duty in India. The proposal entails no additional expense to Govﬁmment,:snd. '

Dr. Rattou’s absence for an extra month will not mterferg with the work on which
he is engaged here. As Dr, Ratton ﬁnzderstands French tﬁaroughly, he will be able
to make the most of the opportunity.

o Should Government seefit to sanction the proposal, the Board would
suggest that Dr. Ratton should be authorized to purchase on behalf of Government
any plans, models or books which he may coniiderslikely to prove useful for the
Salt Department, and that a communication shovd be addressed to the Secretary
to Dr. Ratton’s being furnished with introductions to tl‘e

of State with a view
Jeading officials oonnected thh salt manufacture in France.
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