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~____ Proceedings of the Madras Gofve;'nin{’ilﬁ, Revenue Department,
X At = 30th October 1874.
‘ T Read the follo“;ing papers :—

No. 823. ; From Cap‘mm . WALKER, Oﬂicmtmg Inspector of Forests, to C. G. MASTER,
“Bsq., Aotmv Seoretmz to Government, Ravenue Departmerit, dated OOtaoamund 24th
September 1874, No. 324.

I uave the honor to feport that I have reeently visited the Tinnevelly forests and fuel-

reserves., 1 enteredl the district at the extreme north, crossing the hills from the Cumbum Valley
in Madura vi¢ Vursenad, and proceeded along the foot of the line of ghauts to the Calcad forests
in the south, returning by the line of road and mlW&y from Palameottah to Madura. I was
accompanied by Mr. Hayne, the forest officer, throughout my tour, and spent some days with tho
Collector, who was unfortunately unable to meet me in the forests, conferring on futnre
operations and arrangements.

9. The inhabitants of. the large and meortant village of Wartrap complain hitterly of the. :

recent settloment of the Shaptur Zemindar’s claim by the Collector of Madura, and state that the
Zemindar is now excluding them from all rights or privileges of pasturage, fire-wood, efe., which
they have formerly en]oyed free. 1t appears that they were never called upon to give evidents in
the case referred to in G. 0., No. 810, dated 21st May 1872, although they mainthin
that a portion of the forest af least is within their village boundaries, and that they can adduce
proof as to its never having formed part of the Zemindari,
Mr. Hayne, to. whor I referred them, informs me that, although he was 2nd defendant in
the suit, no nofice was ever served upon him, a.nd he was in ignorance of the inquiry until he was
informed that it was sottled in the Zemindar's favor, and that the olaim now reaches far beyond
the limit of six miles mentioned in the ongma.l plamt. « The Government have doubtless rightly
eensured the action of the Forest Department in trespassing in this forest in which the rights of
« Fide G. O, No. 467, duted 10ek Mareh 1672, Government were doubtful ;* but it is, I think,
represented when the case was inquired into by the Collector of Madura. At present the settle-
fment exists only on paper as the boundaries have never been marked out. T think it very
necessary that they should be, and if they encroach on the Tinnevelly District a further inquiry
would appear neeessury, as the Madura Collector had no jurisdiction. The Wartrap villagers
would then have a dmnoe of being heard, meanwhile their communal rights should. not,
I think, be mterfered with by the Zemindar or his Agents,
3. Mr, I’udde is of opinion that our special egtablishments may be withdrawn from
the Streevﬂaputoor Taluq for the present, as the revenue is small, and the timber-yielding tracts at
prosent almost inaccessible. He proposes that the Tahsildar and Depfaty-Tahsildar should issus
the necessary- pgrmlts on receipt of seigniorage, mdad by two or three folsgt peons to check the
. thtxes brought out, and “that the Deputy-Conservator and forester shoul weasionally visit
‘the mluq This might be tried ; but I am not sanguine of the plan succeeding as the Tahsildars
' have ‘already more than enotigh work of their (é,.h wn to attend to. Extensive tracts of cardamoms

are stated to exist in some of the ravines, Byliich ave _eagerly sought ‘ft o s ke h
, a‘aove Rn]aﬁpolhem there is a considerable extont of forest though rather inascessible I should
much prefer endeavoring to lease the valuable forests of the Shitur and Sivagherry Zemindars
which adjoin the talug to the south, and corefully eouserve and work the whole, as I cannot agree

with Mr., Puckle in his view that the northefn ﬁn‘b of the distriet forests may be negleeted whilst

the south}s rigidly conserved, The fact of ﬂmre being much less forest in the north seems to

matter for regret that the department was not =

" me {lé"very reason why we should endeavor > keep and increase it, and there are other rivers -

hesxélgs the Tambrapurney to be thought of, 1 iides the large local demand for fire-wood and . .
{ bmh? timber throughout the north of the strigh. I believe the Sivagherry Zemindar is £

@m for conservancy j and I imagine Shitur co  also be brought under Government

forests and their approximate ““m:'ﬂ value is in my report renorded with' G. 0., No. 981
dated Srd June 1871‘ : {

-

" anxiogh to lease out his forests for Coffee pla.ntm nd he would doubtless be equally glad to lease &

manage:
meht, though Mr. Puekle informs me he has h @ refused any terms. A description of t;ﬁ:.
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4, The timber-yard at Vasadavenellur (Sunkemainncovil Talug), the present her.dquarters
of the forester, contains a quantity of timber which does not command a ready sale ow{ng to the
roantlings not being suited to the demand and the deterioration of the loss from exposnye to the
sun. They should, T think, be sold off by auction, and if the timber-yard js kept up pandalfiaindg
8 yard-keeper’s offico will be required. It is, however, proposed to try periodical auction sales, as
the natives are said to prefer green timber. 'Even then the pandals will probably be found
necessary, and an office for the forester, with 4 room available for the Deputy-Conservator on
inspection, should be built as soon as possible. |

5. Mr. Puckle has recently been busy in the neighborhood of Courtalum and at Paupa-
nnssum in running a boundary and inspection-path and raising a fence of thorns to divide off the
village jungles or tracts for free felling from the forest above. The theory on which this is under-
taken must recommend itself to all, viz,, to give to each village or group of villages adjoining the

_ hills o sufficient area for grazing, fire-wood sup;ly, efc., free of all charge, and reserve the forests

above for climatic considerations and the supply of timber to the district generally both now and
in the future. Apart, however, from the unfortunate illegality of the measure in the absence of

' any law prescribing the course to be adopted for regulating and settling forest rights and

constituting State and communal Teserves, there are several points connected with Mr. Puckle’s
arrongements which, I think, deserving of remark.

6. I should have preferred if the extent to be allotted to each vilfage cor group had been |
regulated by some written rules based upon the number of acres cultivated, number of inhabitants,
or some such data to be carefully compiled beforehand, instead of which the allotment has been, I
fear, more or less at haphazard ; and whilst, in my opinion, some of the Tencassy villages have got

"' a very scant allowance, those of Vickrasingapurum (Paupanassum) appear likely, by dint of much
« importunity, to get more than their share. It is true that they have a large number of cattle ;

but I have long held the opinion, which ig shared by others, and is, I think, guaining ground each
day, that it is not expedient to encourage the upkeep of a number of worthless cattle by grant-
ing facilitios for froe grazing. A great proportion are utterly worthless, except for their manure
which is lost by their being driven into the hill-forests whero they and their drivers do much
damage. I think no effort should be spared to mduce the Indian cultivator to keep only as
many cattle as he really requires for ploughing, manure, ¢fc., to improve their:?;uality, and secure
tho full benefit of their wor); and manure by keeping them at home whenever practicable, or pen-
ning them within comparatively restricted areas in the communal forests. Again, I am not sure
that the grant of a lower or outer belt nfong the whole line of forest will answer ; it is certainly
most convenient, and the hedge and path serves at once for inspection purposes as a barrier
against entry info thgvt/wemed Jorests and as a five-trace ; but what 1 fear is that this belt may be
gradually cleared ~=id then another demanded and granted, and so on gradually baring the slopes
and encroaching on the total forest area; to guard against this T would recommend that the
whole belt, which it is intended eventually ehould stretch from north to south of the district,

1 ghould be divided y:to blocks, two or more beind assigned to each village or group of villages,
ah

half of which only . 2hould be open ab one times. I would also reserve a certain number of trees
in each as standards which ehould be marked and numbered, and would strictly limit felling to
the inhabitants of the respective villages for their own uke and not for sale, breaches of which
regulations should render the village lialle to certainepenalties, such as forfeiture of their rights
for a time, payment of a fine to the jungle congervancy, efe. : .”

7. To carry out this, however, we-must I e an. Act and Rules framed in accordance-with
ila pmviéions, and also provide for the supply +  ce-wood, jungle-woad, eir ., ta the lar gor villhges
and towns to which those necessariesare remgy 1 sale. At present, fire-wood, notwithstfnding
the recent reduction in seigniorage, is much rin Umbasamudrum, Shermadavi and Qedam-
cottah than it was three years ago, the prit; ging frem 3 to 6 Rupees per cart-loadV and
ut the former place, at any rate, the supply * ainly be procured from the communal ju1 gles
»f Paupanassum and Aladyoor whicg;wﬂl‘ oner.or later disappear, Of course, what we
would like to ‘see would be the vi]Ia.geté‘-k'thc sonserving their jungle and preventing any
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they can gt a new piece by asking for it ; but the paid kavalgars and village-officers should be

t** . held stricidy responsible that no unauthonised parties fell or remove wood : otherwise we shall have
1 t

to revive the issue of, free passes, the necessity of which it was hoped the laying off of the free
jungles would obviate. | : : |

‘ . 8. I would at once select tracts for the supply of fire-wood, charcoal, efe., for sale, either

through the direct agency of the department, leasing out a tract or tracts by the year, or on pay-

ment of seigniorage, the receipts being credited either to Imperial or Local Forest Revenue as
deemed advisable, and expended, to a great extent, in’the upkeep and reproduction of the supply.
I do not like the license and ticket system any more than Mr. Puckle, and hope it may be possible
to do without it, at least as a direct Government collection, by selling the right to supply from
such and such tracts year by year ; buf it must not be forgotten that to do any good in the way
of planting or reproduction requires funds, and that fire-wood, efc., taken for sale to the large
towns is a legitimate source of revenue. : |

These remarks apply equally to all the talugs (five) which adjoin the ghaut forests ; a similar

. system and method of management should, I think, be maintained in each.

9. I was sorry to find a distinction still made with regard to some of the forests and jungles
being under the Forest Department or under the Tahsildar. Mr. Puckle explained to me partially
the reason for this which was of a temporary nature, and I hope it may be possible ere long to
place all under the control of the forest officer as the Collector’s Assistant, whether the imme-
diate charge is in the hands of the Tahsildars, or pecessitates the employment of a forester or

>
.
ﬁ

Taluq Tahsildars. ; |
The mere crediting of revenue to Imperia] or Local presents no difficulties ; in fact, there has
hitherto been little or no loca/ revenue in these talugs since the department took charge of the
rests. . / ,
- 10. With regard to the fine forests above ghaut, espesially those above Paupanassum, Alwar-
koorcliy, etc., I think valuable time is being 19&1; by the present arrangements under which there
is not only no felling, even of back going trees, but no attempt at improving the forest, filling up
blank spaces, or even arriving at conclusions &s to what we have got and how much we can fairly
cut each year. Tlhis may be conservancy, but ‘it is certainly not forestry. 1 had understood that
Mr. Puckle was strongly opposed to all felling as likely to affect the water-supply of the Tam-
brapourney and its affluents ; but on speaking to him on the subject I ascertained that he had no
ebjections to, and, in fact, fayored, any well-zfmtnmd gshenio for worlﬂng\ the $o rests on a rational
system, whilst he strongly objected to throwing them open to license-hd(l\ers o b
fell at will. On these points we all quite 8gTsed, and I fully concur in his aw-iety with regard to

floods at one season and cessation of water-supply at another. This is the more to be gnarded
against as the enormous annual sales and clgaring of lands on the Travm\core side for Coffes
planting may sooner or later affect the c]ima’fg; and rain-fall on our side of te mountains. But
50 long as we fell well within our yield and Temove mature timber-trees only and those of the
inferior descriptions which choke the growth 6i the more va.lua,ble_ sorts, thers can be no danger,
especially if we engme'muml»mproduﬁﬁ% and the “ rebuiseinent” of denuded areas by simple
and inespensive, but at the same time eﬁ'ectiVQ.ameamres. Some of the tracts in the Surveyar Val-
le-7 and in the rich forests known as the upper and lower Golaroo and Putunkadu offer pecuh#
i d Mities for the commencement of regular ¢ 't operations on a small scale to be increased
grad Jally in ;.eéq’rdmea with a regular PI'B_'d nined plan of operations. It is unnecessary to
3 ent¢d into details here ; Ivthoroqghly explainc 3 matter to Mr. Hayne and talked it over with
M-/ Puckle, and trust a commencement may ade next yes. if the proposal meets with the
75/ roval of Government and the Board. T steps are doubtless to secure a ssttlement of
(the Kutlay Maullay claim which has extender 'ts since I was in charge of the range, and to
mature an effective and econowmical system tting and removing our timber from the

et i o

one else i tting in it ; but we are a long way from that in India, especially so long as they think

sub-forester who may in like manner, whenever thought advisable, work under the control of the"

forest denudation affecting the constant and steady supply of water and resulting in disastrous .

YN




' ‘concentrativg their attention as much as possi
s

' meanwhile; I am glad to be able to state
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forest by meuns of roads, steps, efe. There would be ample employment for an é
Buropenn forester, and adequate establishments above ghaut for the working, conseffvation, and

Jimprovement of these fine forests, and the project will mot be lost sight of in revisingéhe forest
~ establishments of the district.

: 5 »
1L In the southern talug of Nangunary periodical auction sales are to be tried in liew of
duly sales af fixed rates from the timber-yard. This may prove miore satisfactory and remune-
rative; hut what is most required is improvement in the converting the timber and facilitating its
. ¥emoval to the plains without the enormous waste and expense fiow incurred. : g
- * Tdonot think that the Teak belt at foot of the hills here, will ever come to anything, and
- Mz Hayne proposes to treat several portions on differont systems tb dscertain the results and favor
the growth of Vengny (Pterocarpus marsupium), seedlings of which are frequent. This should
be done if it meets the Collector's approval, and the results carefully recorded and compared.
_There is a boundary dispute with the roprosentatives of a temple or religious endowment. which
causes’ great inconvenience and constant disputes betwixt the Government villagers and the
representatives of the temple. Mr. Puckle informs mo that the matter will be decided on the
sottlement of the land-revenue, but unless that is likel ¥ to take place at once I think some order
- 88 o possession or enjoyment should issue, or Mr. Hayne might be enipowered to inquire into
 and settle the matter under the Act, which lenves either party the right of appeal to the Court.
, 12. From Palamcottah I inspected the railway fuel-reserves consisting chiefly of tank-beds
more or less covered with Babul which have been taken up and conserved.  On the whole, the
experiment has succeeded well ; but I think that increased endeavors are necessary to snpplement
 the k- ywih by dibbling in seed, excluding goats, eic.
¢ In some tanks the new growth is very good, hut in others there is little to show, and the old
“trees nre, in many cases, growing beyond the agdw{;en they will grow freely from the stool when
teut. I discussed the condition and fhture management of these fuel-reserves very fully with
Mr. Puckle whilst riding out with him te inspect the channel and tank-banks about to be trans-
ferred to Mr. Hayne for conservaney. Complaints had been made that the growth of trees in tlie
waterspread of the tanks tendedto silt them up and deteriorate the quality of the water; but
Mr. Puckle agrees with me that neither of those nssertions are proved; in fact, the balance t.ends

* . in the opposite direction as T found in 1870, when I inquired into the matter very earefully on the

“spot. The real objection on the part of villagers to any attempts to increase the yield of fire-wood
from these fanks or any waste lands is doubtless hat it custails their grazing grounds, and that
waste land or trees which were cénsideréd'm‘"b;f little value if enjoyed by the community at large

~ or alienated to an individual, scquire a greatly enhanced and even fiefitious value in the eyes of
* the people when it is seedthat Govommoijtt are degirous of reserving and improving them. This
is but natural and is.#6und to bo the casejin all countries. Mr. Puckle considers that the compa-~

' . . ratively small aiwas wo have roserved do not trench injuriously on the tyots’ pasture grownds: hut

we concur that, in order to carry out operations to the best advantage, it is imperative to exclude
direct foreign agency in the shape of a Eusopean Overseer and establishments, and My, Taylor,
who has recently talsﬁtglchurge under Mr. Hayne, has therefore heen instriieted to work entirel):
through the Tahsildar and village-officers who' will be placed in charge of the i‘eﬂ'ell'#és with an
aihite &3 owanr:_g for Kavalgars, efe, By this mepns, which I advocated from the outset when
proposing and inaugurating the doymation of‘lthes"a tg.nk-bcd plantations, ‘my: Pressfire on the
pe},jﬂo will, it is confidently believed, be reduced f? a minimam, and any slight curtailment of

* ppsture, ele., be more than compensated by an inevaised field for labor at remunerative rates Snd

g,.tanf of the thinnings, loppings, efe., not requir
iahabitants of adjoining villages. :
The Ovorseer and forest muistries will he

wr fencing or tlie railway suliply, free to

ple work in superyising technieal operaXofis;
certain areas- or ciroles, and superintencing
tits reproduction block byblock. The whille
2d by the Board and laid befé‘ia' Government;
& we are in & position to snpgly them with

.

the felling and supply of the wood to the rai’
question of railway fuel-supply will shortly !
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reproduction on a suffjciently extensive sosle. | { -

' and Mr. Puckle agrees that when the milway lsopeaaﬂlﬁwﬂl be better to have the officers’

ander an Overseer with the necessary estab SM?Q 8. 48
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gion of ns Colletan i donstituting 4. Tn the budget for 1875-76 o small establishment is provided for protecting the hills

: #rom fire, and, as a valuable property may be s&v‘}ad to the State and the people by prompt

measures being taken to at once extinguish any fire that may ocour, it seems to me very advan-

tageous to extend the system of forest-paths divi ing the reserved forest from the village grazing

' grounds, not only to allow watchmen patrolling the skirt of the property to be preserved but to
afford ready access to points where a fire can be cul off or extinguished. .
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No. 324A. Minto by the Hon. W. ROBINSON, CSL - _
T A not altogether satisfied with this draft. The Inspector’s Report discloses much action of

—

=
3

i

F an arbitrary character by the Collector, mixed up. with doubtful theories about conservaney of
! Bl water, and provention of floods. Thess measures have been taken without even the orders or

h'g -4 sanction of Government, and have no justification in law.

1{: e . 2. Again all tank-beds—the most valued grazing grounds of the villagers—are being fore-

gl olosed for State railway purposes, and of this naturally and widely unpopular measure the

Government has only become aware by the Inspector’s.Report. The Collector has boen silent,
3. I cannot help looking with much approlisnsion on the Tuspeotor's sontiments as laid
before us in paragraph 6. He would starve out a numbor of village-cattle on some theory of his
. own—unmindful that dairy produse is an important branch of agriculfural industry in this
country—and force new agricultural operations by eonfiseation. T think that these views should
call forth the marked disapprobation of Government. I have no sympathy with this guasi-enerss
and profer the eonlentment and good will of our people.
(Signed)  W. ROBINSON,

at the cost of real injustice,
22nd October 1874 i 2 i S et

1S e

No. 325, ORDER *rrm:anbﬁ; B'Jthﬁn‘tober 1874, No. 1,380.
' T Commosicatep to the Board of
[ iR e o S |
2. Trom the tenor of his remarks g g the Saptur Zemindar’s claims, it
: i  would appear that the Acti
6.0, 2 May 1872, No. 810, - i‘Peaf e Acting Inspecfor
& ook

| [ i
. _t-'!gi'lt_:rf,-w’ 1l

A L i

esippaehe sens e

a G 4 il
£ o el

bR Tume 1878, . 6l4. 1" of Forests has overlooked the papers
97th Oct. 1873, » LWT.  noted in the margin, copios of which

‘ ~ were communicated to his Office.

3. TFrom the inquiry held by M’gymomis ~and the late Deputy-Collector
Devasikamoney Pillai, it was clearly est blished that different Zemindars imd been in
undisputed possession of these ;foresﬁs"‘f%r’ more than sixty years, and the admission,
therefore, by the Government that MW ﬂl&m can ‘in no way have altered the
position of the villagers of Watrap, on. Which, however, the Board should instruct the
Collector to report, The determinatio’ of the boundaries is a matter that should
engago the carly attention of tho Board = 0. o - on
4, Trom his remarks in paragraph® it would appear tha;gﬁ-.&cﬁng Tnspector '

g : ~ wasunmaware that'the Governmenthave . &
e i87§’ i 685 . lready* decided "in the negative the =2
question raised as to the necessity of thel:  uiring the northern forests.

5. The Collector of Tinnev_eﬁyﬁ;r- » called upon to explain his system of
forest management and arrangements for ‘oning off village jungles,

£

.t
g

6. The progress of the ailvay fi  es is satishactory, but care must bo
taken to deal as tenderly as possible s rights and privileges of the peopls
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g of the forester, contai H ; . (Sunkernainacovil Talug), the present headquarters .
‘:‘ * scantlings not bei:;ax:;t:g::n&:yd‘)f tmt;ber which does. not command s ready sale owing to the
% sun. . They should, T think. be mldem;n and 1:,he deterioration of the loss from exposure fo the

o & yard-keeper's office wil] b«; e by fuﬁtao'n, and if the timber-yard is kept up pandals and

£i.3 - the natives are said to freqmred, .It is, however, proposed to try perjodical auction sales, as

:f neesssary, and an offics fpm Bl: green timber. Even then the pandals will probably be found

1 inspection, should he } o the  forester, ‘.Nith a ropm available for the Deputy-Conservator on,
5 b 3t g be builb e ackn as possible,

Z 1 Dasgum in n.inn?zzlihb? u;e;:nﬂzn??n_bﬂsx in the neighb?rhood of  Courtalum and att;Pa.upa-

village jmélés LA fl;y f 2 f—nﬁPectlon-path and raising & fence of thorns to divide off the

- taken must recommend itself teoe &;I e from .ﬂle forest above.  The theory on which this is unders

hills & sufficient area for all, vis., to'give to each village or group of villagesadjoining the

?tbqve for'climatic consider
s thq future, Apart, ho

fear,

4. The timber-yard at Va;sadavénellur

ot some such data to be carefully

graz.xgg, fire-wood supply, efc., free of all charge, and reserve the : forests
ations and the supply of timber to the district generally both now and
-yl redietbine wever, from the unfortunate illegality of the measure in the absence of
nonsﬁt;u'ﬁng Stato a.gd S b be adopted for regulating and settling forest rights and
arrangements whi commiunal reserves, there are several points connected with Mr. Puckle’s

. ]x:an  which, I think, deserving of remark. : ’ _
l’egulated bsht::ld hmv? preferred if the extent to be allotted to each village or group had been
* by some written rules based upon the number of acres cultivated, number of inhabitants,
R, A , %mpilf:d beforehand, instead of which the allotment has been, 1
» 088 at haphazard ; and whilst, in my opinion, some of the Tencassy villages have got

¥ ‘ i - av 80a; ; ; 3 €
ko 2 ery scant allowance, those of Vickrasingapuram (Paupanassum) appear likely, by dint of much

y but T have |

W 'm

- thay

y G

would b

B 6 ]';»‘Jl'.\. 4 ;;I':Hm J] i B et
SR e :6!%0; g ﬁ.lll ]
: :hza h:na,pﬁentafaﬁne'tomee o

y

£0% the supply of fre-wood, jungle-wood, e, to the larger vill2ge.

i ty;;;ie;?gai tha.m. tI}eir ‘hm 1t is true that they have a large number of cattle;
“day, that it is not 461"19:;{ 0]2{!:1011, .Whmh is ghared by others, and is, T think, gaining ground cach
\ing fdeilities for ‘-&“P ent to encourage the upkeep of a number of worthless cattle by grant-
i 1t by grszleg A grout proportion are utterly worthless, except for their manure
W I think ﬁ? ﬂvmg ‘dﬂYen mto the hﬂl—fomsts whore they and their dxivers do much .
‘ mm;r ittle sahe B '}mi‘ﬂd be spared to induce the Indian cultivator to+keep only as
ol m‘,”y requires for ploughing, manure, ¢fc.; to improve their quality, and secure
ning them Wiih‘: g:;o:r work:}ndmmm b)’ keeping them at home whenefer practicable, or pen-
\ai the grant, of & _IWP“WV y restrioted arcas in the- communal forests. A gain, I am not sure
08t convenient, a.n d t;: 0;:“’ belt along 'ihe’vhole line of forest will answer ; it is certainly
| in eﬁttymtot};o re:orwge Mw&m atjonos for inspection purposes as ‘a barrier
ually cloared azd then ay ‘“zm”’,‘d 88 a firo-trace ; but what I fear is that this belt may be
_* and. neroaching on-fhe mg%mwmmd s0 on gradually baring the slopes
7 whole belt, igiqkﬁ‘;;hwea A ,4“?"“ guard against this I would recommend that the
ST i b Y ML sl from aeth to south of the distri,
 of which 6uly g ol Ot‘!hote;; gh_ingsssigne&to each village or group of villages,
in each s standards ‘which open al ono time, I would also reserve a certain number of troes
it ¢s Which-should b marked and numbered, and would strictly limit felling to
of the respective villages for the; » 80 y ;
s ages for their own use and not for sale,” breaches of which
e it certain penalties, such as forfeiture of their rights

4

e mitst ‘have an Aot and Rules frimed in nocordsnos with

s pnmmﬂmtﬁ'om 3 1o 6 Rupees per cart-loid, :

™ which will thus sooner or later disappoar. Of course, what w8 =
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one else cutting in it ; but weii-;rp.ar!oﬂg, way from that in India, especially so long as they think
they can get a niew piece by asking for it ; but the paid kavalgars and village-officers should be

. held strictly responsible thi;t' no unauthorised parties fell or remove wood : otherwise we shall have

to revive the issue of free pasbes, the necessity of which 11: was hoped the laying off of the free
jungles would obviate.

8. I would at once seleot tracts for the supply of fire-wood, charcoal, efe., for sale, either ',

through the direct agency of the @epaﬂment, leasing out a tract or tracts by the year, or on pay-
ment of seigniorage, the receipts being credited either to Tmperial or'Tocal Forest Revenue as
deemed advisable, and expended, to a great:
I do not like the license and ticket system any more than Mr, Puckle, and hops it may be possibls
. to do without it, at least as a divect Government collection, by selling the right to supply from
such and such ftracts year by year; but it must not be forgotten that to do any good in the way
of planting or reproduction requires funds, and that fire-wood, efc., taken for sale to the large

towns is a legitimate source of revenue.
_ These remarks apply equally to all the ‘
system and method of management should, T think, be maintained in each. o
9. T was sorry to find a distinetion still made with regard to some of the forests and jungles
being under the Forest Department or under the Tahsildar. Mr. Puckle expleined to me partially
rary nature, and I hope it may be possible ere long to

the reason for this which was of a tempo
 place all under the control of the forest officer as the Collector’s Assistant, whether the imme-

diate charge is in the hands of the Tahsildars, or necessitates the employment of a forester or
gub-forester who may in like maunner, whenever thought advisable, work under the control of the

Taluq Tahsildars.

T'he mero crediting of revenue to Im

talugs (ive) which adjoin the ghoxt forests ; & Hiilar

perial or Local presents no difficulties ; in fact, there has

hithorto been littlo or no focal révenue in  thesa: talugy since the department locl charge of the

forests.
10. With regard to

koorchy, ete., T think valuable time 1 . . : ‘ :
is not only no felling, even of back going ftrees, but no aitempt at improving the forest, filling up

blank spaces, or even arriving at con v much v
but it is ecertainly mot forestry. I had understood that

out each year. This may be conservancy, : |
M. Puckle was strongly opposed to all felling as likely to affect the water-supply of the Tam-

brapourney and its affluents ; .
objections to, and, in fact, favored, any well-matured scheme for working the forests on a rational

system, whilst he strongly obj ected to throwing them open to license-holders or _contractors to
foll at will. On these points wa all quite agreod, and I fully conorer i L ""‘”i?ty with regard to
forest denudation affecting the constant and steady supply of water and Tesuiding in disastrots
ater-supply ot another. Thiz is the more to be guarded

floods ab one season and cessation of w .
against as the enormous annual sales and olearing of lands on the Toavancore side for Coffee

planting may sooner or later affect the climate and ;ainffall on our side of the mountains. But
s0 long as we fell well within our yield and remove mature timber-trees only and those of the
inferior deseriptions which choke the growth of the more valuable sorts, there can be no dlnger
espeoially if we encourage natoral reproducfion and the * rebowsenient " of denuded areas by .r{mpl;
- and inexpensive, but at the same timo offectiva, measures: ‘Someof the tracts in the Surveyar Val-
ley and in the rich forests known a5 the upper and lower Oolaroo and' Putunkadu offer peuli
cilities for the commencement of regular forest ppex‘ations on a small scale to be ;nl R
ually in accordance with a regular pre-determined plan of operations. Itis }mneoéséta.ry to
ontor into dstails hore; I thoroughly explained the matter to Mr. Hayne and talked it over with

" Mr. Puckle, and trust a commencement may be made next yearif the proposal meets with the

approval of Government and the Board. The first steps are doubtless to secure a settloment of

he Kutlay Mullay olaim which has extended ita limits since I was in charge of the range, and to

mature an effective and econoniical system of converting -and removing our timber from the

extent, in the urkeep and reproduction of the supply. -

the fine forests above ghaut, especially those above Paupanassum, Alwar.
is being lost by the present arrangements under which thers -

clusions as to what we have got and how much we can fairly

but on speaking to him on e subject I ascertained that he had no
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;;::; :Zn ufljfnipof ro§d§, steps, efe. ?herg_wpuld be ample employment for an experienced
o te>sf er, and adequate esta.bhshmept.s ab(‘)?re ghaut for thfa workiyg_, co.nf:‘el‘vah‘)m and
P vement o these fine forests, and the project will not- be lost sight of in revising the forest
establishments of the district. . i
: 11. Iq the southern taluq of Nangunary pe'i-iodical auction sales gre to be tried in lieu of
dzu.ly sales at fixed rates from the timber-yard: _This may prove more satisfactory and remune-
ritive ; but what is most required is improvement in the converting the timber and facilitating it
removal to the plains without the enormous waste and expense now incurred.
L do not think that the Teak belt at foot of the hills here will ever come to anything, and
Mzr. Hayne proposes to treat several portions on different systems to ascertain’the results and favor
the growth of Vengay (Pterocarpus marsupium), seedlings of which are Irequent. This should
be don_e if it meets the Collector’s approval, and the results carefully recorded and compared.
There is a boundary dispute with the representatives of & temple or religious endowment wifich
causés great inconvenience and constant disputes betwixt the Government villagers and the
representatives of the temple. Mr. Puckle informs me that the matter’will be decided on the
settlement of the land-revenue, but unless that is likely to take place at once I think some e
8s o possession or enjoyment should issue, or Mr. Hayne might be empowered to inquire into
snd settle the matter under the Act, which leaves either party the right of appeal to the Cowt.
12, From Palameottah I inspected the railway fuel-reserves consisting chiefly of tank-beds
more or less covered with Babul which have been taken up and conserved.  On the whole, the
experiment has succeeded well ; but I think that increased endeavors are necessary to supp i
the growth by dibbling in seed, excluding goats, efe. v
In some tanks the new growth is very good, but in others there 55 little to show, and the old
t;::s‘are, m many cases, growing beyond the age when they will grow, frecly from the stool when
Mr P\IL ﬁegs;i;}}e‘e@ditiog and futu?e management of these fuel-reserves very full}l' with
gy riding out with him 1o inspect the channel and tank-banks about to be '.Jmﬂ‘
: . Hayne for conservancy. Complaints had been made that the growth of trees in e
waterspread of the tanks tended o silt them up and deteriorate the quality of the water; oy
'Mr. Puckle agrees with me that neither of those assertions are proved ; in fact, the balance 3
1 the opposite direction as I found in 1870, when I inquired into the matter very carefully on the
spot. The real objection on the part of villagers to any attempts to increase the yield of fir e-wood

from these tanks or any waste lands is doubtless that it curtails their grazing grounds, and: that

Wﬂ-stt? land or trees which were considered as of little value if énjoyed by the community at large
= &];lgnq.ted t0 an individual, acquire a greatly enhanced and even fictitious value in ’the eyes of
f.he People when it is seen that Government are desirous of resérving and improving them. This
- but natural and is found .tf’,},’-e the caselin all countries. Mr. Puckle considers that the compas
::nvely small e ‘:'?G hf"'ve Teserved do 1ot trench injuriously on the ryots’ pasture grounds; but
d;:cc;n;:r .thaét, n orﬁ?r to carryfont operations to the best advantage, it is imperative to exclude
b hu?:;g;;gef:g in the shape of a European Overseer and establishments, and Mr, Ta?rlor,
'thraizg}x : a{m en charg'e under Mr.'Hayna,~ has therefore been instructed to work entirely

.o M “ahaildar and village-officers who will be placed in charge of the reserves with an

) mp""‘o-s_ = e 1 ing gars, efe. By this means, which I advocated from the outset when

ugurating the formation of these tank-béd plantations, any pressure O the

- People will, it i3 confidently

. ¥ believed, be ted L licht curtaj]ment.of
Pasture, ete. i uced to a minimum, and any slight ot
e compensafed by an inoreased field for labor at remunerative rates and

inhabitants of adjoining illag
The Overseer and fovest : ‘ ; ;
. ) l’est ﬂ]s n L - - | L 1 1 .
contrating their atten tio :ngsa:m have ample work-in supervising techuical operations

loppings, e, not required for fencing or the railwey supply, free o et
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wood without denuding the country #nd ‘at ‘rates which compare favorably with those of soal,
but the demand must be fixed and permanent to enable us to carry out the necessary measures for
reproduction on a sufficiently extensive scale. : ,
13. General Remarks—~The Tinnevelly forest establishments raquire a thorough revision,
and Mr. Puckle agroes that when the railway is opened it will be befter to have the officers’
headquarters at Tinuevelly itself where he can transact office-work in the Collector’s cutcherry,
and be in constant communication with him. I would then divide the district into three forest
ranges, vis., the north and south ghaut forests, and tho centre or railway fuel-reserve charge, each
under an Overseer with the necessary establishments. i, '
. The timber requirements of a rich and prosperous district like Tinnevelly must be very great,

' and T was somewhat surprised to sco it stated in a recent report, gn the authority of the Collestor, .

that the seantlings of the Umbasamudrum bridge, a few second-hand logs, had “glutted the
market.” The districh requirements are met laxgely from Travancore, which State has a depdt at
Shencotta fo the north of Tencassy Talug, and a certain amount is also procured from the Zemine
daris. The Department of Public Works is, I believe, mainly supplied by sea-borne Teak frcm
Burmah§ but there no doubt remains a large and increasing demand which was formerly met
from the State forests beforé they were placed under conservancy and subsequently under the
license and voucher system, I believe that timber must even now be removed from the southern
forests clandestinely, and certainly fire-wood is in considerable quantities. »

* T have no wish to force a forest revenue, but I am convinced that that of Tinnevelly from

' gimber, fire-wood, and minor forest-products should not fall short of Rs. 50,000 without including

the profit on railway fnel-supply. This would leave us enough funds to maintain adequate estah-
fishments and really conserve and improve the forests, whilst working out the ripe timber to
advantage ; merely to close them rigidly, even if we could maintain such a blockade, is to fold up
one's talent in a napkin. = 7. Al

Tho first atep here as elsewhere is to define and settle the rights and privileges of the villagers
l;nder the authority of an Act constroing their claims most liberally and arranging that all those
entitled to timber, fire-wood, grazing, eie., free-of charge, should have it with the least possible
restrictions compatible with ifs -presqrva.tion for future generations, &nd then let us work the
Stato forests systematically and to the best advantage. We should then be making real progress,
whereas at present, I must say, I think, we are not only acting illegally, but doing little or mo
roal good to the forests, whilst we have recently sacrificed much legitimate revenue from them. I
have communicated my suggestions in a memorandum to the Collector for such notice as he may
think fit. g ' T
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