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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revvmzuj{ Department,
26th October 1874, J

SRRLIE " SRR

];ead again Government orders, dated Ist and 20th Se}gtﬁmbér 1874, Nos. 1,112 and

1,233, Revenue Department :—

No. 207, Read also the following letter from J. R. COCKERELL, Esq., Commis-
_sioner of the N ﬂgh‘is,‘t-u the Secretary to Government, Revenue Department,
dated Ootacamnund, 3rd October 1874, No. 70.

Goverwuent Order, Revenue Department, dated 14th August 1874, No. 1 ,027,
states that, from personal observation, His Excellency the Governor in Counecil is
aware that the Coonoor ghaut is being extensively denuded, and calls for a report on
the subject from the.Collector of Coimbatore and from myself.

2. I annex a statement showing all the land taken up on the ghaunt and the
dates of grant. Tt will be seen that no land has been alienated since 1868 (G. 0.,
30th January 1868, No. 250), except the land finally surrendered to Mr. Herklots by
G. 0., 14th  May 1872, No. 798-D, Revenue Deparfment.

3. Grant No. 14 in the list is cleared and planted with coffee, except 2 or 3
acres.  The uncleared part adjoins certain tombs near the top of the ghaut, but the
owner hag within the last twelve days begun to eclear. The Tahsildar stopped the
clearing when about an acre of small trees and brushwood had been cut, which he
informs me was done in two days. He made a report on the subject in compliance
with orders I have more than once issued to him te report all fresh elearing.

4, 1If Government desire it the uncleared part of this small tract can be pur-
chased from the owner. Pending the orders of Governmenton the subjest no further
clearing will bé made.

5. Gurant No. 11, Iyen lands, was cleared of all iarge trees some years ago.
The land adjoins the ghaut on the lower side of the road just above Burliar. The
brushwood on this land was cut this year and burnt.

6. The Iyen grants, 14 to 22, are kumeri referred to by Captain C. Walker, the
Acting Inspector ef Forests, in his report to Government, dated 15th September 1874,
No. 296. Observing clearing proceeding on one of the grants, I forbad it and offered
the Kurumbers owning these kumeri plofs othér land in lieu. In the meanwhile,
assessment on the plots has been remitted with the sanction of the Board of Revenye.

7. All the other grants on the ghaut have been cleared for years.

8. I am not aware that there has been any felling of late excepting the instances
noted above.
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