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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Department,
 96th January 1874 -

No. 219.  Read the following Proceedings of the Board of Revenue, dated 1‘2155
. December 1873, No. 3 5TOA = : ik
' Read the following letter from G. D. LEMAN, Esq., Collector of the Kistua
$ogosid District, o J. GROSE, Esq., Secretary to the Board of Revenue, dated

2 i 13 Oteb P /%%an :i’.‘:% : e e

u§ _;"ti;é\"honbnrtu‘re)pbrt'tha‘;ﬁ the Pushkar: ';f»'t«'fe;.;?e'mi‘a'eia;i&this’:'yé& i

| ~ this dis rict passed off without any confrelemps. . | A=
5 The Pushkaxam (signifying 12) s a festival recurring at each of the twelve

5 chief rivers of India once in twelve years.

3. Its occurrence is governed by the position of the star Jupiter, supposed to
e v_be‘the'hief of all stars; when in tg;é gign of Virgo, as in this year, the Kistna
river is the Pushkaram river; when in Leo, as in last year, the Godavery ; when
in Cancer, the Jumne, ichever river the Pushkaram belongs,

} and so on, and to Wh
to that he is supposed to be nearest, and hence most likely to hear his devotees.
S g The oegemany simply consists in pathing, whereby all sin is washed
away, making promises of & better life, offering funcral offerings to the ancestors
; of the devotee, and in giving charity to brahmins. % ~
R 5. The feast lasted from the 13th to 25th October, twelve days, and notwith-
~ standing that there was much rain during the time & : :
. in Bapatlaand Repalli Talugs,
i disease; and the people suffered from nothing worse than ordinary trifling
~ ailments. Their behaviour too Wwas exemplary, 1O crime of any sort was :
- reported. ‘ £ ‘ . :

" 6. The Local Fund Board spent Rupees 300 for the purpose of making the
_people 88 comfortable as - ssible at Bezwada and Kallépilli, the two places to
 which they most resorted. Latrines and sleeping sheds were crected, and a party
5y of {jveepers entertained in each place, and ab .Bezwad-a boatmen were stationed off

~ the \bathing place in their boats to pick up people who might be washed off
~ their legs. e

ST Y Gibson reports that looking into one of the ¢ peep shows” he found

. .omo of the owner’s photographs of a prurient nature; and one so disgusting that

‘he destroyed it at once- I was not myself aware that this kind of exhibition was

4o be found in India; perhaps Government will choose to give publicity 0 the

ilat they exist, that they may e put in the category with obscene books.

-

AT gas]

mated that about 60,000 péopi@uggﬁgnded the fostival at Bezwada,
ber at Kullépiﬂi; but there seems to be doubt whether this or
i ) in be in Vi is the correct year for the

Kistna; this, combined with'the very wet weather, probably kept many people away. -
9. The Cavery is the river at which the Pushkaram festival next occurs.
»
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SumaTTED for the information of Government. -
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nd that cholera had appeared
I am glad to be ‘able to report. that there wasmo

ry body and not
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