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q. S & Procezpins or Tar Boarp or Revesue, dated 21st August 1874,
| e €5 Read the following letter from R. K. PUCKLE, Esq., Collector of Tinnevelly, to
§‘ oL AB [T J. GROSE, Esq., Secretary to the Board of Revenus, dated Pudugudi,
i : i 3!_ ' Pe Y . 24th July 1874, No. 370:— ‘
. . 0 . ’;‘ ' Thave the honor to forward the Superintendent’s report on the pearl bauks
,é" . 5 | : ,-: \ L for 1873-74. :
£ R0 = » : e A , 2. Agreeably to the wishes of the Board, as expressed in their Proceedings
2 57 } ? £y No. 1,137, dated 30th June 1873, there has been very little examination of the
o e banks ; where the divers did go down, they found that, as usual, the oysters had
, A ’ Pl shifted. @ 5 g
’ 3 . 3. The prohibition of fishing on the banks has been attended with some 5
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success. The Superintendent requests permission to dock the Margaret Northcote
at Bombay daring the next north-east monsoon. It is possible, however, that
Captain Phipps may devise means for docking her at Tuticorin by hauling her up
on a slip, a model of which he has shown me.

———

‘ , Excrosure No.- 1. , _
From Captain G. A. PHIPPS, Superintendent of Pearl Banks, to R. K. PUCKLE, Esq, Collector
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R 2 of Tinnevelly, dated Tuticorin; 2ad June 1874, No, 16, |
‘g::- "1' . I have the honor to report, for the inforlzfaltibn of Government, that, under the irstructions
= ,‘:_“ i . ' contained in their Order, No. 799, dated 1st. Angust 1873, I bave only examined a few of the pearl
SRRt | | = banks off Trichendore and Pinnacail during the last fine soason. . My report in consequence will be
aaal Y 2 found very much shorter than usual. In thabof last year, mention was made that certain banks
. o ] : ___ off Vypaur were stocked with young ovsters. and I have since ascerfained that the Athombadeo:
5 S 55 ; * Paroff Tuticorin has, on one side, a large quanfity, but I have fiot madle any very close examina. = °

tion. During last month, I spent some days on the banks off Pinnacoil and Trichendore, as per
list annexed, and which were mot locked at last year. 1 regret to state that the examination Was
not satisfactory. Oysters were found on some in small quantities, but so much mixed with sooram = .
" as to be of no value.. < £ TN
2. On the Coodamoothee Par, a few oysters were found of three years' age, and appear tobe ' ¢
gome of the same lot that were foand in 1872-73. 'The quantity is evidently very small and they .
lie within a space of a few yards. A buoy was placed to mark the spot, and at very short 3
distance off, there were none ; three and four at a dive were the most that the divers brought up, :
3, On the Velangoo Karuval Par off Trichendore in 73 fathoms, we ~ame upon a pateh of
oysters oge year old, it is also of small extent, and they appear to be moderately thick, as the
divers could get twenty at a dive ; bub amongst this swall quantity there werd some dead the result
of the sooram with which the bank is covered in almost every part. On the Va.dda.’ Ombatheo
Par, a considerable quantity was also found, but mixed with the sooram.
4. This season I bave had some difficulty in obtaining divers, as a large 'numb T
ceeded to the Pearl Fishery in Ceylon, and I was consequently unable to ob::?n the se:vif:: o? i
sual- . Thefi up of” the new light-house, which reguired my attention, occupied ﬁl:;y
T ve.deyoted & ile pearl banks, ' .
T 4 :l‘hg order issued by t'lfe Collector and approved by Government prohibiting fishermen
approaching the banks has, I think, had a good effect ; but there are so many small patches of
- rocky ground upon which fish similar to those that are found on the pear] banks are c;:a h e:h
it is impossible‘gg punishthe men with whom they are found on their arrival at the shofet’ 'I‘::
Guard Boat Pearl has been out cruising over the banks daily, and her presence ba; been
sufficient to deter the fishermea from approaching the banks that were of value. I have endea-
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