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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Department:'

9

"\o Y3t September 1874.
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if A Read again G. 0., 5th May 1874, No. 550.
Read also the following papers :— V'

'.a‘,-’

No. 17.  From Captain C. WALKER, Offg. Inspector of Forests, to C. G. MASTER, Ee.q, =

; Acting Secret; to Government, Revenue Department, dated Ootacamund, 30th May
51824 No. 1244 . .. ' : ;
- ey g A | R

1 14/ the honor, with reference to &. 0., No. ;550, dated 5th instanf, to observe that the
rights of the Government to the produce of such reserved or unappropriated State forests as the
Anamallays do not appear to have been sufficiently borne in mind in the Board’s Proceedings

under reference. ‘ :

2. T apprehend: that the fack that the Groveriment have such rights, either to the whole or a
ghare in the produce of such forests, a large portion of which are leased from a private proprietor,
sever have and cannot be disputed ; and Government have on more than one occasion held that
the produce of reserved tracts should be collected on behalf of Government by their forest employés
end the hill-tribes living in the forest, to whom alone the right of entry should be conceded. To

save the matter entirely in the hands of the collectors of the produce and the traders would be
‘t}\;ﬂﬁﬂvwhat ought to be a very important item of Imperial forest revenue.

3. I regret that I cannot agree with the Board that ¢ the trade itself and its development
may be left, with confidence, to the ordinary motives of t_he traders and the laborers of the
country ;" and I am glad to see from subsequent Proceedings, No. 82/2,062, dated 26th March
1874, with regard to & similar question in Salem, that they have since modified their views, and,
after the most careful inquiry and consideration, approved of the collection and disposal of forest-
produce by the Forest Department, working as much as possible through the medium of the hill-
men resident in the forest.

This scheme was sanctioned by Government (G- 0., No. 267, dated 27th February 1874), and
is now being carried out asan experiment which, I have every reason to believe, will prove sucoess-
ful dnd to the benefit of all concerned, 'To leave the trade, or rather the collection, entirely in the
hands of the traders or Chetties appears to me erroneous; for by so doing Government sacrifice
their share in the profit, which is diverted into the pockets of a class of the community to the
@triment of the general revenues of the State ; the careful collection of the products is lost sight
of, by which great damage is done to the State property 5 and itis notorious that they are brought
to market in a most impure state, thereby greatly diminishing their value commereially or for
officinal purposes, and the jungle-tribes, who are employed to collect them, are left entirely at the

ercy of unscrupulous traders, greedy of gain- ! i

4 ~There can be no doubt that the statement of prices and quantities furnished to

&P Dou ;} .s falls far short of the actual amount and valuo of the products; and I can see no
it or the Board's curmise that the bulk of the Cardamons sold at Pollachy, Anamallay, efc.,

L . rown in Cochin and Travancore and smuggled across the frontier. Both the Cochin and
%mmnmm Sirkars keep & strict watch on such products, which are entix_‘ely in the hands of the
gtate which deriyes & VEIy large revenue from them.

5. It appears to me unnecessary to recapitulate here all that has already been written on the
important matter of the collection and disposal of fomst-}?roduf:ts, the views regarding which;"
expressed in @ 0., No. 240, dated 1st March 1873, are enfm.aly in acoordance with my own and
1 believe, T may 5875 with those of the departmental officers in general. I beg Government to
pelieve that there is no feeling on the part of this department that * the hill-tribes are intruders
- the primeval § rosts which they inbabit;” and that my personal egperience in seyeral districts
tends to convince me that they are, as a rule, treated with fairncy and consideration by our
1! —Boers and subo :nates, and are found, as the Government surmise (§
above), @ very amenable to kindly influence.” I can give no betfhr it 2 :
the Denkenicottah range of the Salem District, where the Pooji¥ies, "X" zro the hillmen of the

vo the most implicit and woll-merited trust in the Faye>Overdber, Mahomed Alli Sahib,
willingly, cutting Sandadrm¢iiicdllecting Gall and Soap-auts, and dye stuffa,

range, ha
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emaller @a@ttlings,_und if the Public Works Department would inform us thM.L’.?g!‘}
e f?ﬁm{ there wo?ld be no difficulty in supplying them with seasoned Teak, yengay, Rosewood, etd),
% 7 of which there is at present a very fine stock at Anamallay. : . ‘
= 17 Mr Douglas deserves credit for the manner in which he

s practcal experienco i the system of foretry and orgeaigaigdpurs
o e Mmtm:‘nmﬂom'r.l. D. 8IM, CS.I.

Im::;l;“.ufm' q‘:‘;:;‘:mmh anm-edby the Acting Inspector of Forests, and
20 of his letter to :;g(}gu e Doug'h,be permitted to try ti experiment proposed in paragraph
objects mentioned by him octor of Coimbatore, dated 30th Afiril 1873, for the attainment of the

oned by him in paragraphs 1, 16, and 21 of tha\letter. Ieaving revenue and forest

= conservancy out of eonsi : : .
BB Y aae N M= 1 ktach groat importancs to the reclamation of the Kadeh of the
2 Major Michael and i raveossors fau oo ek the same conditions: the exftions

> (e

Government, 8o far from

& . . _» 3 The question put by Captai . :
: = ﬁ : iﬁmﬁ o P y Captain Wn.]ker,m

their —tho rovival of that bondage at present
» . 2 . . ] t

good will and interest of the hill-tribes (paragraphs 11 and 1 .t Mr. Douglag’

3. There may be sofhethi ¥ Ep o e

ung special in respect fo the Pujari hill-

f 8 8 Stm 1 ol h
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‘L\raceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Department,
1st September 1874.
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! §\,.,..h{ »),y recent Proceedings. 1f Mr. Douglas wants hill-labor for the purposes he names,
9 23; ‘ available for hil\ in the ordinary way. But I would not employ this hired labor to &.'ct
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what are the ordinary $peans of livelihood of the Hill-races, ‘
- With reforeriod to paragraph 6 of Captain Walkor's letter, I think that the complaint ¢
ﬂrm i of Salem4iilpywuire careful consideration. The forest officers are entering on

nate purposes of trad
any grievance. NoP
and travel from any tract

. ion and monopoly. : ' 5 ) ' '
teotu;n M(l;apmin Walker draws ¢ ttention to the real desideratum in the closing paragraphs of his

lettar—the want of a forest law;. And I believe that until the matter is fairly discussed and
legié'--\ted for, the desultory action of the department must often transgress rights and equity.

olicy can be more short-sighted and dangerous than that of excluding trade
of courtry or class of people by fiat of a State Department seeking pro-

A ¢ MyISonorable Colleague, Mr. Sim, appears to bé under some slight misapprehension in

races. The Mulcers are low-country forest races and the Paddi (Mulcer
those in the plains (formerly forest clad) between a line drawn through
y . A Anamallay, and the foot of the hills. With this trx'mt we have nothing
LOUaugor'lev' Ttr]l;:hu‘;:z;r;roperty of t)I’m Nambady of Collangode and others, and partly within the
4 to do‘, as lttm ‘ Tlfe Muloers never go into the hills, and would not, I think, be tolerated by the
():)chm StaI :hseem” to mo that an objectionable, if not impossible, feature of Mr. Douglas’s plan
Il;;d;rsm proposing to work these races together. ke e s
~ The Mulcer has  ceased to exist ias o purely jungle-tribe,”” becanse the forest in which
X as disappeared, and cultivation, has more or less 'ta.ken its place. They now live:
1ds and farms, and need no State aid or protection.

o3 4 7The forest
villages) named are

they lived b
amengst open fie

3 The Kaders are really a superior hill-race who are quite fit to take care of themselves -

benefit by fres trade angd intercommunicaf.ion with the outer wor}d.' -They are per-
uite as superior to the Mulcer as the Badugha is to the Irular ?f the Nﬂgfn ranges. The
haps q t Cochin and Malabar are equally intelligent ; but the Cochin I;Mer villages lie deeper
':Kadm}': oforest ond further back from civilisation, and though not inferior in any respect, the
gotzhgne Kadors are not so knowing as their Agamallah fellow castemen. :
(Signed) _ W. ROBINSON,

and greatly

24th Jung 1874 |
g 'q : 91 Mixvre By His EXCELLENCY THE GOVERNOR.
10. P
I ac

appears now -
products, givieg to the

<um with the Hon. Mr. Robinson. . 1 think it would be & complote mistake to_place (as
‘ow to be proposed) in the hands of Government officials the collection and sale of hill-
hillmen, who have hitherto obtained a livelihood in these occupations, no
opn : indivi he trade altogether. It is the duty of the Gover

and excluding.private individuals from the trade altogether. It is the duty of the Government
+ only to respect (s0'far as may be possible) the pmsmptiv.e-nghtk‘ of the people, but to encourage
::the"t{tmoet of its powar personal as well as commercial liberty ; and to act upon this proposal
sould be detrimental to both. The Salem experiment, to which Captain C. Walker very naturally
"':ers is, [ fear, hardly. reconcilable with these principles, and i wodd»appear to have been
B Government without sufficient consideration ; but thvi- arpear to be circumstances
S i B o e S @ L

y to treat it as & reason dor any g.enerﬂ:l action such a8 that n:‘)A suggz #,'I_‘h If the “ Chetties
. this case appeal, atfentive consideration should be glvgnﬂto loigsonsn, e prop?sed monopaly
:f hill-products in the interest of the Goveigneyiaic ) usvinable; if only beeause it would {_33:-5.‘:

ST I
: 10 8 periecenght to carry on.
guich persons from @ trade which they hgve pori g :

ground,whidl is opom. t0-grave sbuse. Aid abuses, if thoy oocur, aro more likely to be bud of .
m“&?ﬁ fow civilised %qmm sons who occasionally visit the forest and their denizens s #4 logiti- B
trade than from the poor hill-tribes who have practically no means of ventilating - _»

§ =Ry

.t t6 sich employment under Government in the trads which it would thus undertaks.

which justified some exception to ordinary r\gss und we must be careful not

)
|
]

=
R

F O T T TCRA o g o el

B Ltil o amsi i e b o ol A Lk gemeda il

I N R T P T T s A RS Ay

3
4

”.




N 5.
o’
4%
o
o
y

L B




';“h\‘
£EaR N
AT g g
£ o Portry
ﬁ_:::,_,;:‘s
= i s
FeaEg
B o & s )
i = s s = -
s S R N
B 2 R aV g el
B >
Q-.':,b':'::".,;r — '_3
w8 T OE ~3
g B e.a-8-C -
QU EE R ;
ST E®S ro B
" T By o
g EcaSE vy
£ o % b=
- -4 -
Bfa &= M
@ 8 %5 vl =)
= = ey -
EE3° 2%
mBEea’
BEESER
C»...’—'__,Q'
SEHR»?’
o S )
E'Eﬁtz‘b
b= —
N sasR
&
*
. t
<, o
- 4
-
... 2

QLI'T "ON ‘FLST woquaryiog #1 “0

& 10U

‘9P

i

¢

TANTATYT 40 211;\'03 any

"TANTAEY

- g =

P R ]

>

:
|

‘v
"
:
b ]
A

’

e T S

ey

- 4'4.4-:!1’»-’._’ o

DT

B

Y.

i

-

Revexve DEFARTMENT.
Movore sy e Hox. W. ROBINSON, 8.1 L

I woutp approve the Proceedings of the Board.

9. Thedeté v of the Acting Inspector of Forests is discursive, but the matter at issue affects
—orely “he hill raiges of Anamallay (Coimbatore) and Agamalluhs (Malabar) rented from the
Obllangode Nambacy. The former are _Sta,te forests and, I think, uninhabited or nearly &2, and
the collection of hill-"roducts there is open to the Department. The Agamallahs (Malabar), on
e nther hand, are not State forests in the same sense, and are well peopled (as hill-tracts go)
by Keder who have lived frow2 time immemorial by the c-ol}ection and sale of hill-products and
employment as wood-cutters, and they are peouliarly intelligent and self-reliant. A recent Gov-
ernment Order has dealt with this tract, its people, and its trade ; and I think there is no reason to
reconsider it. No Government interest worthy of being seriously prosecuted is, I venture to think, , .,
sacrificed by leaving the common products of the forests to their emancipated denizens—they were
predial gorfs of the Nambady of Collangode—and free trade. And I deprecate—without impugn-
ing the faith of departuzental officers in the moderation and integrity of the subordinates and
their own benevolenco—the revival of that bondage at présent even in appearance against the
good will and interest of the hill-tribes (paragraphs 11 and 14 of Mr. Douglas’s letter).

3. There may be something special in respect to the Pujari hill-races of Denkenekotta
é,h& of ths Salem District, or some peculiarity as regard to State rights there to justify our
forcing & State monopoly of products and trade (on the truck system) on the country ift general
and on the hill-races in particular, and excluding all, save the Forest Department, from large
tracts of country. But those considerai;ioxis do not apply to the matter under consideration, and
I would not introduce the system at present into the Malabar hills. What Captain Walker
means by “not extending any unnecessary indulgence fo traders who have no claim to it ” i3
explained by recent Proceedings. ' If Mr. Douglas wants hill-labor for the purposes he namies,
it is available for hire in the ordinary way. But I would not employ this hired labor to collect
what are the ordinary means of livelihood of the Hill-races.

4. 'With reference to paragraph 6 of Captain Walker’s letter, I think that the complaint of
the Chetlies of Salem will require careful considerat}on. The forest officers are entering on
ground which is open to grave abuse. And abuses, if they occur, are more likely to be heard ¢f
through the few civilised persons who occasionally visit the forest and their denizens for legiti-
mate purposes of trade than from the poor hill-tribes who have practically no means of ventilating
‘any grievance. No policy can be more short-sighted and dangerous than that of excluding trade
and travel from any tract of country or class of people by fiat of a State Department seeking pro-
toction and monopoly.

5. Captain Walker draws attention to the real desideratum in the closing paragraphs of his
lottor—tho want of a forest law. And I believe that until the maftter is fairly diseussed and
legislated for, the desultory action of the department must often transgress rights and equity.

6. My Honorable Colleague, Mr. Sim, appears to be under some slight misapprehension in
regard to the forest races. The Mulcers are low-country forest races and the Paddi (Mulcer
villages) nemed are those in the plains (formerly forest clad) between a line drawn through
Collangode, Trichur, and Anamallay, and the foot of the hills. With this tract we have nothing
to do, as it is the jeam property of the Nambady of Collangode and others, and partly within the
Cochin State. The Mulcers never go into the hills, and would not, I think, be tolerated by the
Kaders. It seems to me that an objectionable, if not impossible, feature of Mr. Douglag’s plan
Ties in his proposing to work these races together.

7. The Mulcer has “ ceased to exist as a purely jungle-tribe,” because the forest in which
they lived has disappeared, and qultiva.tion has more or less taken its place. They now live
‘amongst open fields and farms, and need nb State aid or protection.’

8. The Kaders are really a superior hill-race who are quit. fit to take care of themselyes
axd greatly benefit by free trade and intercommunication with “he cuter world. They are per-
haps quite as superior to the Mulcer as the Badugha is to the . ~ular of the Nilgiri ranges. The
Kaders of Cochin and Malabar are equally intelligent ; bat 1.5 Cochin Kader villages lie deeper
into the forest and further back from eiviusation, and thorh not inferior in any respect, the'
Cochin Kaders aré not so knowing as their Agamallah fellow castemen.

2A4h June 1874, (Signed)  W. ROBINSON.
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