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Board of Re\ enue, dated }{allapmh 24th June 1873, 1\0 183.

Insve the honor to inform you, with roference to pm o-mph 9 of the Prooeedmgs of Govern- .
ment, Revenue Department, No. 2410, dated ist March 184 3, thz.t I huve becn moking mqmnes .

regarding forest-products, efe. .-, . y : o ‘ >y o

2. T have also written ‘privately to a member of one of the large European Firms at ‘\Iadras,
and have ascert.uncd that it is willing to enter-into negoliations for the purchase of the more
).mportant preducts which are now becoming articles of trade in the English market.

"3. The chief forest-products obtainable in the district are gvven below with then- pnces We L r

.. p have hltherto sold most readily all that we have collected :—

-Name. |

Estimated quantity obtamable.

Price realised.

" Gall-nugs ...

(Myrolalans)

Shickai . oo

(Soap-seed)

- Kappilli ...

Powder ...

Pappilli bark - 20,000 Maunds.. y» - 2-0-0 per Maund. .
Wax ... ... - - 200, » - 15-0-0 .
Honey . 600 » e eerea - 1 0-0

" |1 20,000 Mounds of 25 Ibs. each...
} 5,000 Maonds e s een |
2,000 18, we are een e

Rupees 1 3-0 per Mzmnd,.
” 0-12 0 dO.
,, ‘ 0—14 0 per Ih.

——

4. Gall-nut—~The smount of this product is very great, and the tree which bearsit is found

- on all the hills of the dxstnct The value in the English markets is from 10s. to £1 per cwt.

The ‘Chetties from the plams go up to the hills with two or three bullocks laden with condlmentt 3
and galt, and they give these to the hillmen in payment for gall-nuts, the collection of which-
(in the way in which they conduct it) causes infinite damago to the trees. They then return *
to the plains with their pack-bullocks laden with the nuts, which they sell to the tradors in the

" larger towns, and these people, in thexr turn, send them on to Madras where thoy are s0ld to the.
" merchants for export. :

Shickai.—~This i3, T believe, not yet exported to Durope, but 1t ﬁnds a rcudy sulein the local
market, and it may probably in time Le found, from its detergent propertics, of use in monufac-

" tures. 'The Deputy-Conscrvator thinks that it is ‘not worth collection ; but if we are to sy stema-.

tically gather fore st-prmluds, it might as well be included.

DPappilli—Tho vulue of this in the English market is, I hilieve, 39 per pound Ttissa
valuable red dyé. Wheu'T last visited theCeotrul Jail at Salem, T found that this article, which
is used in coloring wool for the manufacture of carpets for export to England, was of a very .
inferior description, and much .adulterated with sand and v.ood-dust

- The Supermteudent
proposes to purchase it direct from us.

I’uppd{i —This is the bark of a erecper which abounds all throunh the ]unﬂla Tt is a fine
brown dye, and does not appear to be known outsidethe local market. I have been asked to get

7 aampl-,s for transmission {0 Lnrrland l‘he pnce, \\hmh it brings Leve, is such as Woul d render

its collection remunerative. - ) . .

-

Waz and Ioney.—These are products of which comparuhvely sma,ll qunntxms could be
obtn.med but the Lillmen are in thoe hubit of collod.mg them, end it would, therefore Lo adviz.

L ol \ -
] f ‘: . /’a
. . , ] "{
et ®
Procecdm gs of the Madras G’oz ernment, Revenue D(’pa) tment :
1st Sey{ember 1874. ‘ -
" Read the fouomg papersi— i : 'a )
: [ g
No. 1. Proceedmgs of the Board of Revenue, dated 18th Septomber 1843 No 1 818, I‘ox’est S o
1 ‘ ' - o
Read the following letters: & =~ = ‘0 r -

: From J. 1" I’RICE Ilsq, .Actmg Collector of Salem, to J GRO%E Esq, Secrefm-y to the . = ‘
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\ ame to take them off theu- hands.

" products above alluded to are rather under than over the mark. The ‘pmccs get down fre actuals
- and not estimates, and the probublhty is that, dealing without the intervention of middlemen,
. wo could get more.

) 1871-72

.. of products in all unreserved jungles, and lea.vmf" it to the hill-people in all such as are reserved. i
. -W—1 th regard to drugs, 1 am aware that many valuable ones are procurable in. the forests of ,this

. ‘gnd when I Lave obtamed this, I will set about i mqmnes on the subJ ect,

"Billmen Lave come to the conclusion thaf every one [connccted with the * Circar”

, of {ores;,-products for Government.

° any but the unreserved jungles.

.\-n
[ 4

Proceedmgs of the Madrds Government, Rcwﬁue Department,
" 1st Sepz‘ember 1871 .

The wax eould be dlsposed of for the Enf'hsh market and the‘
honeyovonld command a rcndy sale here.

T hgve personally consulted . both Mr. Brougham and Mohamed Alli Sahib, the Forest
Overseer of the DAnkanicottah Ilange, and I agree with them, from my own knowledge of the
Denkanicottah jungles which is pretty extensive, that the estimates made refrardmg the forest-

The total gross value of the estimated quantity of forest-pmducfs mentioned
by- me is Rupees 68 493, not very far short” of the whole income of the forests of the dxsf.nct in

.. 6. The estimate -which Lhave made is, I beliove, not very far from correct, and & market

for what can be obtained is assured.” I°have not entered into the question of collection, but 1-

em aware that the cost of it would not exceed 50 per cent. at the very highest. ' I unfortunately

iurvot to note what it was in the case of the products whwh wo sold last year, but my unpreeelon
is that it was not more tlm.n 5 per cent.’ R , _(

. 7.7 Tithe Board &PPTOVG °f my views, T will see what armnrrcments can bo made, and report
the estimaled cost of extended collections. ' - .

8. I have not touched upon the subject of forest-frmte as I erh to k.now the Board’s
dewnon upon the question of the formntmn of village jungles. I am also of oplmon “that it
would not pay us to collect them, as a very large number of people would have to be employed,
and there are not énough junglemen for the purpose. Iam in favor of renimo- out this cIass !

cvuniry. I have directed my Apothecary to got mo a list of them, with the Vernacular names,

9. The mode in which T have stated that nyloba.lans find their way into the market holda '
good with rega.rd to other forest-produots The petty trader, generally a crafty Komati, goes
into the hills with tempting provisions and a few trinkets, and these are his means of barter.
The hill simpletous are cheated right and leit, the Chelty manages to miake them out in debt, and
Leeps them 50; he screws out of them double or treble the value of what he. supphes, and he
takes every opportunity fo set his victims "against the Fopest Department, and to prevent their
gelling to us. It isonly of late, by a systcm of advances‘and. by judicious treatment, that the’
is not their {
Vorn enemy. I beliove that now wp could easily retuin fhe whole of the Jungle-tnbes of the sub-
division, and Mr. Brougham thinks that Le could do the same in the rest of the district as collectors

[
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- 1o, " Astothe extent of the present traffic, it is difficult to make any estimate, a3 it is 1
carried on by a large number of petty traders, who either oollect for some richer man or else do |
so to sell again. What I have already said will give some idea of the direction of the trade, and,
if the Board desire it, I will ask the Traffic Manager of the Madras Railway to let me know the ;
quantity and nature of forest-yroeducts eurnod frum tho stations in this rhstncf‘ durmg the past‘;

year. pY
11. T consider the.t the present system of allowing the Chetties to come up to the hills and §

employ the jungle-people in gathering the foreﬂt«-produce wherever they think fit is a very grcat\’
evil. They break the branches off 1he trecs, destroy the fruit-bearing twigs, and very often by
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their carelessness produce fires. A group of gall-nut trees which has been operated upon under 3 7

their superintendence looks as if it had been subjected to the influence of a severe gale of wind. !

I thick, too, that they cheat and oppress the  hill-people, and prevent, as much as possible, .‘

our being on good terms with them; and I am strongly in favor of their not bemg allowed in {
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* of watohing those parts of the forest let to them, ;

‘improvement in their present condition,—an extremely handsome rovenue,

@ . o ) },:'.;: :/'

ry [}
Proceedmgs of the Madras Government, Revenue Department, ’ },
« 1st September 1874, . y

x

12. Twould submit, with reference to parao'raph 11 of the order of Govermnent abovp Y

- alluded to, that a systera of rentals to either one person or abody of ryots of & particular. tract L
- of forest, containing natural products, would be preferable to the issue of liconses. L

The forcsts
are so extensive and the watchers so few that there would be unceasing thef'[' wit3 an almost

positive certainty of ncndetection, and the consequence would finally be that the liconse system B
would becoras a Gead-'etter. In the case of rentals, the parties taking them would be quick
enough in looking after their own interests,'and would save Governmont the expense and trouble

v

From J. F. PRICE, Esq., Acting Collector of Salem, to J. GROSE Dsq " Secretary to the Boa.rd
" . of Revenug, dated 15th Auvust 1873, No. 237 ’

3TN,

I~ continuation of wy lotter margmally noted I have the honor to report for the informa- -
. tion ‘of the Board of Revenue, that the Deputy®
Couservauor of Forests has ascertained by the
books of the five Tannahs of Redlyur, .A.lavgayam,. Andayapanur, Chetteri, and Mathupall§ on
the Jawadi Hills, all of which are on the Vaniembadi and Tripatur sides; that tho following
forest-products, for which Govc-mment did not rceeive a pie of rcvenue, passed through thcm
dunng the year 1872-73 :—

Myrobalans, 1,12,000 Madras measures, velued at Rupees 14,000
Kappilli dye, 1,600 1bs., valued 8t o .. .. 7 12,000
Pappilli dye, 3,00,000 Ibs., valued at .. oo .. 3,600
Taggarai ' seeds (dye), 32,000 Madras measures, _
Cwalued at oL c0 ae el ve e se ee gy :ft‘,(‘(‘j_\m_h_

- No, account wae kept of wax.

24th June 1873, No. 188.

Rt g T e s

2 "'The total market value of the products sbove alluded to, at the e.veraga rates, amount.

~to Bupees 21,800.

3. Large quantxtles of these articles are taken down on the" North Arcot and South Arcot
mdes and besides this, still more are never collected at all. When caleulating the value of the
forest-produate of the. district, I took the value of the outturn, excluding the sub-division, at”
Rupecs 34,000, and Rupees 21,800 of thls amount has been accounted for on one face of the
Jawadies alone. - .

4. We are now engaéed in obtaining statistics regarding the foresf}products brought down

. from the Sherveroys, Kolimalais, Patchémalais, Yallagherries, and Periakulroyans, - M, Brougham

has learned that great quantities of Myrobslans are carried from the Sherveroys, and it is known
that there is very much forest-produce on’the Kolimalais and other hills!

5. The Deputy-Conservator has been making inquiries on the J awadies, and the head-
men there have engaged to collect produce, but have represented that they are about 7,000 Rupees
in debt to the Chettxes who thus keep a screw upon them.

6. Mr Brouwham end I have gone into the results of our lumted transactions in forost..

prodtxoe, and we are of opinion that we can make a clear profit of 60 per tent, at the very least - - .-
and that for an outlny of Rupees 10,000 we can give Governwment a return of a lakh of Rupees or
thereabouts.

7. T most strongly advocate the openmg up of this branch of trade I have thought ard
talked the matter over a good deal, and have secn much for myself ; and I feel assured that, with
the assistance of an officer of Mr. Brougha.m 8 stamp, I can realise from the forests of this dis-
trict,—and that without the leaSt oppression of the hill-tribes, but, on the contrary, with an
: o. I may not bo able to
show thesoe results for the first year ; but ¥ will undertake to do o in the second, and I will under-
tako that the return for the first year’s outlay shall, at the least, be satisfactory.

.‘
L.

It Y
AT
L e 17\
PN
' .
- #
N ¢
TER a4
¥
il
LS
i
- ?. 1
*
o g
~eg }

P

PRt

e

4

g

P e T bt g s
o o

PRSP

IS - WO



o

kil
g

Proceea'mgs of the Madras Government, Reunuc Depariment,
: st September 1874, ° :

e

Tazcn Ietters wxll bo subnmted to Government with rci'e.rencc to G. 0, da.ted 1st March
13 $No. 240.

Tbe Avting Collector of Salem shows that the jungle-productsof the dlstnct are of :
e aunsxdembk *valid  In his first letier they are estimated as worth about 70,000 Rupees a-year,
" wud in the second letter he slates that it has been ‘ascertained that products worth Rupees 21, S00

paxed the furest tarnahs on the Salem side of the Jawadi hills alone Fo=0

3. Tke trade is at pwsent in thé hands of itinerant merchants “ho vizit the hills with goods
- f5t barter, and, it is seid, cheet the hillmen and exercise a bad influcnce over them, vs}nch how-

ever, i3 now beginning to be undermined. Mr. Price writes as if there were alrendy consideratle
trausactions Letween the forest officers and®tho hillmen, but no details are given ss to the
puture of the purchases made or of the terms. e is requested fo report further on,the point.

.4. His propusals for renting the collection of jungle-fruits appear to the Doard chjection-

i a‘h}e. and paragraph 12 of his first letter is written as if Government intevests were the sole con-

gideration. This poiut has already been so fully discussed that no more needs be said pon it.
_5. The Doard, however, agres with him in thinking that the traders should be enlirely
escluded from any but the unreserved jungles. They sece no -objection to tho collection of
forest-pmduets for Government being undertaken, but the operations of the forest officers shonld
bo st rictly conﬁnpd to purchasing produce brought for sule at "depodts to be established in con-
venient places. - :Traders might, if it be thougld advisable, be admitted to visit the hillmen at
their places.  The latter would then have the alternative of dealing with them or with Govern-

ment, and uouli be secured from oppression. . 1f the Government approve, the detailed arrange-

menis will be reported.  Mr. Price estimates that for "an outluy of Rupees 10,000 a profit of a
"lakh ean be sccured to Government. The Doard van scarcely think that such a result would be
comonieus wikn tair *treatment of the hillmen, .though possibly they might still be as well off
as when the trade was in, private hands. .The chief object should be the i 1mpr0\ ement of tho
status of the people rather than the rcalwa‘mon of @ Tovenue.” . -

No. lA MI\'UTDBYTHEHO\ J.D. 8IM, C8.I. e

v - 1 mave gone carefully into Mr. Price’ é proposals, and I think that the pmchcabxhty of raising
s revenue from the forest—produots of the Salem District merits serious consideration. Mr. Price
ghows that the value of the trade is very eonsxdemble, and he knows the. district well &nd is a
good observer and safe informeor.

2. The junfrle-products of the Salem Dwtnot were rented out by Clovernment up to 186 1.
Similar rents existed in other districts, and were given up in 1854, not because it was even
supposed that the State had no right to such products, but because it was then found lmposmble

- to protect the Lill-tribes from oppresaon and ill-usage, while the revenue reslised was small.

The Government of Indiz, who had, in 1848, directed that thie right of the Stata to the products

© of unclaimed and upappropriated plams and foresls and 1o a portion of the profits derived -
. from them should not be renounced if if could be exorcised without cppression, ab first denturred ;
. nltimately, howaver, they assented to the abandonment of the rents.

‘But, on the recommendation
of the Madras overninent, the “Leadmen ot the. lull-tribes were reynired to_ pay "annually

a small tribute in kind, as a token of fealty fo Government abd as an admission of liabilits y to
taralion. Mr. Price’s proposals, therefore, involve no invasion of any rights possessed Ly the

hillmen, and this is otherwiso self-evident ; for “if these tribes have a right to the fruit of a tree, -

they must surely have a right to the tree itself,—so far at least as its existence goes,—and no one,
1 believe, has advanced the theory that Government cannot cut down any treo in thess forests
without the pormission of the hill-tribes. Cel“tam;y, under the Native régime, no hillinan
could have advanced such a claim, and it should bs remembered that when we speak of w pre-
scriptive ” and “ immemorial” rights and priviloges, we have to go back to times when a man
could scarcely call his head his own. I yield to none in deep respect for rights of every

kind; but I like to be assured that what is called & right really is one. In India, I may say,

L
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. gimply buys to sell egain. b et

* the otfu‘r, I du not sre who .else can lay claim to the products of these forosts
person hero ‘eoncerned is the tmirsr, and 110, I maintain, can hm.'e no right to them. Ilois

o 1t Snp{cmbcr 1874, -

’

J

must and does !‘esr’e"t with secnpulons fidelity’; but Indiais still & country in Fies Laany
privileges are engo_y ed unchallenged without attwining the status of rijiry, gnl L0 uid that, in
the interests of the community at large, we are boun«bto be careful ho wo allow such jripais-
give usances t,r; bo magnified into rights. DBeside the Biato on the one side and the hil

The 9nly other

merely the go-betwoon ; ho buys from the gw.therer to sell to the consumer, and if the former has

no mdefea.sxble right to what he g').thers frce of tax, neither can the latter have to wlat he

© 3. So far, therefore, as rights go I maintain that Mr Pnoe 3 pr0p0°a'la are not u.seadable :

4 The question then arises whether the State should exercise xts ngbts in this matter. 457
. I'maintain that it should. '

<5

, that we have ourselves crosted ¢ rwhts” in tho sense of pnvﬂeoeg’ wh h ﬂm auling wwer itydf
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o 1 ruceca'mys of the Mudras Gucernment, Revenue Z)(;partnm 2
L

a0 on

I In thé interests of the pubﬁo at large I do not thmk hat in these days of increasing -

financial difficultics we aro ]ubtxﬁed m renoununn' a.ny leoxtmmte source of revenue, such as

Iholdthxstobe "-' . ‘ )
I believe their welfare is safer in the -

IL In the mtem%s of tho hill-tribes t‘wmqelves.

m hﬂ.nds of (overnment ‘officers now than in thoss of the traders with whom they- have to deal.

I wishI could think that the ‘dealings of tho astute Chetlies of the plains wilh theso wild

men of the woods were a.shberal or even as fair es my Honorable Colleague Mr. Roumson

- believes, a.nd that when it comes to a trial of * cutcness between them the untutored savag

gnnemlly has the best of it. Al the world over, I think, experience has Bhown that the latter,— ‘

bo he Bed Indiap, Africau \ogro, or Australian savage,—is no match for the mors civilised trader.
The 7,000 I?.s mentioned by Mr. Price and noticed by Mr, Robinson may, indced, be = mero
bankmv cccount ; but I confess that I am rather sceptical of Chetties o froely accommodating

ments at all evonts, such “ accommodation’
jnolines to that expressed by Mr. Price; but bo thisas it may, I maintain that if the hillman can

. hold his own with the Chetty, he can do the hke with the Crovemment subordinate, s upornsed

- mothod of raising them to some dagree of independance.

closely as the latter now is.

6. In tho days when theso ]ﬁnglo-rcnts were ngen up, becauso it was foumi mposslbla"to*"‘,’b -
~ protect the hillman from 1ll-us1ge, Y d.\atnct had but a Collector, a Sub-Collector, and two Assiste

ants af most, and the native subordinates were not ofa high class ; now it has also Deputy-Collectors,
Forest, officers, a well-organisod Police, efec., und the “tone” of our native subordinates hoas
immeasurably improved. . What was impossible thenis possible now. If, howwer, the hillmen

"7 of Sslem, notwithstanding fréo trade and intercourse with these liberal traders for ten years, aro

uncquo.l to & contest with a forest subordinate, it is high time that we should try some other

It seems to mo that it is opposed to all
knowledge of human nature fo expect these traders to aitempt to civilise the hillmen ; their

interest is qu:tu the other way’; it is to keep them as they are,—* hewers of wood and drawers of

‘water.” Our forest officers,—at least the higher grades, Luropesn and Native,—~would Le actuated

" by. higher motives, and.though a subordinate lLcre and there may fluece them, the general
influence of tho department woum I bchevc, bo decldodiy in .ﬁsvor of tho hillman's elevation in

i

et TN

" the scale of civilisation.

' demz«ﬂus of the forest, who have n¢ pmsassmns beyond tleir. scanly coverings and rude imple-..
’ * implies large profits in the long run. My opinion -

- 7. Mr. Robinson consxdars that there is no loss of these }ungle-produ« ts, m_d littls injury to -

the foras.,s themselves in theif collection. As to the former Mr. Prico says there is, and the

forest officers agree with him ; and I can myself say that members of the mercantile community -

iat Madras have assured mo that trade with England in such valuable products as gums and
. resins is almost preciuded by the wrelshed condition in which they are brouglit to ! wm, and the

uncertainty and difficulty of enmmng supplies to order. As to i injury to tke forests in the

collection of guch articles, I beg sttention to paragmph 11 of Mr. I'rice’s letter tothe Board, dated
24tb Juno 1873, wkich I am suro will be corrcborated by overy forest oﬂloer in the Presideney,
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LT L e Procpe]mgs of the Malras Government, Revenue D¢ partment T
: : ' 1:¢ September 187 . B
‘;‘ ‘ o 8 7 recom mend tuerefure, that in the rescrvod tracts the forest officer, Mr. Brougham, be

= aLo'vei}. tercvploy t..e hillfmen in eojlecting the forest-produse, paying them for the work just
et ‘s when they ars employed in fellicy timber and other forest-operutious. The Government, 50
= " far back as 1869, duﬂcte thfxt the re:arwl‘ forest should be clossd to others than the forest-tribes
= huur’ﬁ\izem. I sea no reason why sey chanoa should now De made in the alscuco of apy

eoeplaindfrom any one; aV‘d for my part I casinot rea.hsa the ulaa. of a® resc*ve" Tvy Wmda any
- “ous onn enter “at his owa will and ple: asure. ’

r,_ e

= « 0. Twould jmpross on the Collavior that tha emplo; mont of the h_ Nmen is to Lo purel y
} b v L’* ary ; that they are to be Lberally paid; and especially that sheir - eivilisation and reclarnation
P L) -3 bo conudxed oJ;chs of paramount importaned.
it . 10 "Pho ucreserved tracts T would Jeave alon o for the pv'esmt uctil it ba gcen liow Mr P rice's
- * | sxpogment sucoceds ; but sach hillmen as en zage thomselves in oollecting their pruduee should be
i sllowe’ the eption of ae’ 3 what they gather lo Governmeat, at fixed prices, if they sce £it to
= ; do SO.
(ngmd) J. D.SILL
{ .
N » IB Mrxoer 2 BY THE Hu\r. W. ROBI\ 90\ C‘L

S

’(eoor"e the monopolist of all small forest-products in the district of Salera.

- 2. ITe proposes to work tho reserved hill-forepts 20 as to BUI’Pla“t the old hﬂl—trader,. who h; y
hithertn earried on the eonv enient barter by whwh the hul-trxbes get their food, elothing, sa tf
:. elo, with practm.l good ffnth between’ the t.wo and he 1s in favor of iurmmghthedp{;od.xdc't; Zf
- sl unreserved jungles—in fact of all the village woodlauds throughout the lengt e;n readt
. his \ixst.rxct«-tv) rmd.itbman wntx%tors v,hg wi A ' he quick iizugh in luu}s’mg af ter their own
tere 8 6t the expense and Lrouble of walching : Sy
= 3? izrn iP:: ; iﬁ;ﬁ:‘jﬂm for fvoodla.nds stretching from De BMkOﬂCOttdn ‘to J avady and
"asme hundesd miles from north to south, he will get some Rs. 70,000 a-year from gall-nuts, efe.
" 1t would bo moro, he thinks, could ke ~work his district and people “ without the intervention
- of mMLemun ;” but their profits, he.sses, must go off Rovenue gains. Mr. Frico seems to
.. forget that there is a popular side of tho “middleman,” and that, from this point of view, the
parceliing out the distrivt amongst a host of middlemen must lead to gerious disorder. ‘
4. Iv iy mnt avnrrel that nature’s produt,f,a m-e lost ; nay, theyare probably eollected with
- cars, aud form in ﬂvaw hands, T balieve, 8 valuable popular industry which I would greatly
. regret 10 sed destroyed and superseded by the trade besoming tha mOIlOPOlY of Government.
© .7 B As regards assuming the exclusive trade with the rl«m.zens of reserved forests, I simply
do not believe (a.nd I have had much to do with hﬂl—tnbes when they wera less free than they
now are) that the hill-traders oppress the hill-tribes in the manner which. is .80 fraquently
, sverred. . The existing free-trade conditions on which it is conducted prevent this : and taking
- . oheatmc' for cheating, I beheve that the hillman has often by no means been the worst of it.
A . : o The fact is, }ull-trade is a very dxfﬁcp.]t bmnch
b e Bﬁ:‘:‘é"éﬁ&'& . :h:hf(’}lefm.fmf RO 2 of trads, and wery pretarious. 5 It - requires con-
- siderable capital®, and it is subject to long credita
. and mq,ny bad deb’cs These hill-merchants and bankers are real benefactors Ly enabhng the
forest-tribes to tids over the occasional difficulties to which they are subject. The Rs. 7,000
alluded to in Mr. Price’s second letter is no doubt a quasx-banhno account, and it is well that
*thesé poor hlll-tnhes can get accommodation. I should consider that's chango for the worse
E ~ had been mmrrm'iwd if hard and fast Gircar monopnly had taken the 1119.06 of an angient well-
E wnderstood and natural courss of trode in those hills. Considerable exaggeration occurs as to
" baria done to forests by bresking twigs, efe., in ga athering the fruits, honey and the like; none
' nuce:sanl j follows, and prob aU y htt.le ur DoDe oceurs, ’ o
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;.(s. Price lays Lefose the Board of lxevenue propows to ensblo the Collector of Salem to
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I’roceedmgs o} the Madras Gorernment, Revenue Dq)artment ot
‘ - st S plemb(’r 1844 ’

——,

- 6. Ontho whole, I deprecate meddling with these thmo's, but most of all the proposal e shed’
a ﬂood of middlemen over the country, or set up hosts of local farmers—be they ryots ¢ who ¢Lf Ty
may—to collect the petty woodland berries, barks and the like, over the whols unreserved woodlands
of the oountty Ik ﬁould I thml cause & feclmo of rc§ontment in every vxha fe, snd do 8o with

© reason. ‘

7. 1 do nol alt ogether see under what Ia.w or presonphon it is proposed to. a(}nme and

;,Qp.; - -mrw-opnate the monopolies now recommended. It is true that it is proposed to deal with these |
A

. t\u g3 under the new Forest law, and where foreclosure by the State of popular usages and servi-
 tudesi is thought desirable, a procedure is laid down ta regulate compensation. Dut the law hos
not been passed ; and I think that we cannot sntwlpata tb,e ax.tmn of the lernsla.ture

, 8. T would refuse to entertain the proposxtwn. S | .
30flz Oc{ober 1873 , (Slgned) W ROBINQO"T
No. IC MWUTE BY THE Rrem Hox. TuE Govx«:mxon. cean
I eNTIRELY agroe thh Mx Robxnson, a.nd consxder these proposals to be altorrether obzec-
.tionable. e ‘
nd N.....er 1873. T D (Signéd) : HOBART.
No. 2. Ommn mnm:ow lst September 18;4 ‘No. 1 107, .

|

In their order of the 27th Pebruary
1874 No. 267, the Government approved.”

'the" proposal of the Board that 10,000
- Rupees should be placed at the dmposal of the Collector and the. forest oiﬁcer in

o - Forests, No. 1.

*Salem, in order that the experiment of buymf? torbst-produce from the }nll—tnbew on v

" behalf of Government might be tried.

2. On a further and fuller vonslderatlon of the subject in connectlon with the
papcr above recorded, Iis Excellency the Governor 'in Coungil now resolves to 1ecall
_that order, and to direct th.lt the expenmcnt if already commenccd, Le brouﬂ'ht to an
early conclusion. : ’ , ‘ .

8.. IIis Excollency in Council is averse to supphntmﬂ' or seriously mtcrfenn&
with the traders who have for long carried on the special traffic with the hill- tnbes,‘
_and the scheme proposed by the Acting Collector would affect injuriously transactions
whxch, if lucratwe, are already sufficiently precarious, and which, on l[r Prlce 5 own

. showing, require a considérable permanent outlay, \ ‘

4. It docs not appear that there is any material loss or Waste of the natural ‘
products of the forests, and it seems probable that tho d.uua‘re done in their CUHectxou
is more apparent than real., *

. §.. Iis Bxcelloncy is o; opinion ’clnt thn trafie shou d be left to follow its ﬁntu-
ral channcls, undistarbed by tho ecompotition of Government, aand that o restriction

should at present ba placed on the pru’xlc"e of entry mto the forests hltherto enJoyed'
T by the tmde's - A :

(Signed) C. G. MAQTER
.o Acting Secretary Y to Government,
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. r- iy D I‘OREST No. 01 RN o
z ° . Vo . .
B I !; LT / Pxocmoms OF THE BOARD OF REVEWE dated 13th boptombcr 1873 ‘Io.l 818. ‘_ )

3 ¢ ’ ) i . SRR Read the followmg letters :— e e

: . / ' k SR From J F. PRICE, qu ., Acting Collector of Salem, to J. GROSE, Esq., ‘Secretaf:y )

; * ., ) ;‘g‘ { o :to the, Boa.rd of Revenue, dated Mallapadl, 24th June 1873 I\o. 183 0 "L

. . &‘g s 1 nAvE the honour to inform you, with reference to parab‘raph 9 of the Pro- )
¢ . : SRS _ ceedings of Government, Revenue ‘Department, No. 240, dated 1st March 1873, '
T . ) - B f“‘;. . " that 1 have been makmg enquiries regarding Forest prodacts ete. 7
I ‘ 'ﬁ “i“k 1 2. T have also written privately to a. member of ong of the large European
1 ‘ ) ' ; TR Firms at Madras, and have ascertained that it is willing to enter into negociations . .
' ’ 4 b Y . -

‘ ) po § 1 7 for the purchase of the more important.products which are now becommo arndm e
,;‘QMM"GWTTTMA rsw"watw .a-w;«, W s Mv-.s":"‘: , "‘W#:mn"“ . - ',‘\A.r’*f:- ‘”V‘ ) ! le 5 of trade in the Enghsh market, _ -,
= 5 bl - e : ._ o . et t fat 3. 'The chief Forest products obtainable in the district are ngen below Wlth' o

e = DT e PR S o . : R their prices. We have hitherto sold most readxly all that we have collected L

»:v:’l . :_:_ o 3 r;‘ ‘__ . :: . ‘\“ ‘, ; \ ESS M - + t_: :} f““-’\ "V‘mxr .- . .: . AR ..

‘ : L < S t; oy ’“,! Lo *;:1 ¥ 1 i ‘f'H ‘.. Name. Estuna.ted quantlty obtamable.l Price, realized.
FEET Sii P P B ARy DIEERIPRS i ¥
g T i3 Sz A e ‘ N S S el “"\‘-v,; - L ’ i AR N
oo TR RT3 - PN e T MRS Gall-nuts ... oo wre e } 20 000 Maunda of 25 1bs. each.., Rupees 1-3. 0 per ) ‘\Iaund
V PO Az T LI $al 22 : . B2 e os r s’%" (Myrob.aluns) e e e RO
e Tl ez k . RS , ool Shiekal - eoe oo e T } 5,000 Maunds ... . L. .. » 0.32.0  do.
- R R -h b Broby X2 ey [ f‘,ﬁf‘f (.Soap'-sged).,. : -

: s WS . Ty Y Py & : - “' et Y ,1; ‘g;.gi l\ap(i)l]ll e e e e } 2,000 1b8. von cer crh ee ... »» 0-14-0 per Ib. . . -

: e ’ ' - - T R L AR wder i aee Cees oees S

5 T 2% L ! . Hf:f i =, o FRI i)’z.ppilli bark .. .. .| 20,000 Maunds ee e e e ye  2-0 0 per Maund.

1 :. :—f: < :-3-3‘; z oo :‘i %'3 N Ef ?"‘ } 1': g i‘\: Wag .o cee aee -'J-'j vor 200 114 T S " 15-0-0 - -

f’;l :'?— - :‘.‘ ?«:"' 3 & ° :,; 3 - l ;‘& % Iloncy . sen was e - 660 » sor ere e L 114 1—0—0 i
; e e | - : i T R - ‘ ‘ .

? : TR @ wTd i ; .' ' . 1 o H A | T“!/_ . 2 - - o

Ly -~ .- . . ; g‘;k s 4. CGaN-nut.—The amount of this preduct is very great, and the tree whwh
i’ ¢ s T T et v ‘ : Y s bears it, is found on all the Lills of the district. The value, in the English mar-

&“ L‘a.mm#’ M o B N T T W N gt e e s e g i kets, is from 10 shillings to £ 1 per ¢wt.. The chettics from the plains go up to
' ) Bl f,j the hills with two or three bullocks laden with condiments and salt, and. they . ;
) . ' !* give thesd to the Hill men in payment for gall-nuts, the collection of which (in ‘
¢ .
i ' ' ,gfi the way in which they conduct it) causes infinite damgge to the trees. They
‘ \ L ?57 then return to the plains with their pack bullocks laden with the nuts which they
) ) '—" . sell to the traders in the larger towns, and these people, in their turn, send them on
’\«{:75," ’ to Madras, where they are sold to the merchants for export. -
’ a‘[ . . Shickai.~This is, I believe, not yet exported to Europe, but it finds a ready JJ;
. : e sale in the local market, and it may probably, in time, be found from its detergent ¥
* o oL E
) ' ;}51 propcrues, of use in manufactures. The Deputy. Conservator thinks that it is not SR
3 . AR ‘worth collection, but if we are to systematlcally gather forest products, it xmght‘ Tt
| 3 T ~ as well be included. e
. . SRR . DPappilli. —The value of tius in the anhsh market is, Ibeheve three shxlhp g8 .+ - .
: oo per pound It is a valuable red dye. When I last vmted the Central Jail at
" N Salem, I found that this article, which is used in colourmg wool for the manufac- .
. ture of carpets for export to England, was of a very inferior Qiescnptlonﬁ and muclk .~ . o
v+ gdulterated with sand and wood dust The Supermtendent proposes to purchase e
I . 1tdxrectfromus. o oL L S . S
’ ' ‘i {‘. :', N . . - , - .
- M v . i o, -
. . J‘ 1 f ; e ~ < . y .
4 }” RRTAT X
1 %Pt ) T L :-‘»' L L. . 4.;
. /, wri . . o ) . “;”» yio 4 e , -3
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0 K appilli. —This is the hark of a creeper which abounds- all through the jungle, l

" Ttisafine brown dye and does not appear to be known outside the local market. .}

I have been asked to g-v'sumples for transmission to England. The price, which ¥

St “brings here, is such as would render its collection remunerative. l

7L Wed and Hmey.-——-’l‘heqe are products of which comparatively small quantitics 1
- could be, ‘obtafned, but the Hill men are in the habit of collecting them, and it

R \muld t,herelore,beadhsa.hle to take them off their hands. The wax could be dis- ;

) Pl)b{d of fur. the English market, and the honey would command a ready sale here. i

#

51 have person.rlly consulted both Mr, Broufrham and Mohamed Ali Saib,
tho’} oreut Overseer of the Denkanicottah Range, and -1 agree with them, from . .
xfn ‘own knowlodgo of the Denkanicottah Jungles which is pretty extensive, that \,

\-zhe estimates made regarding the F orest, products above alluded to, are rather i
‘under than over the mark,® The prices set down are actuals and not estimates, }
and the probability is that, dealing without the mterventxon of middlemen, we could
get more. The total gross value of the estimated quantxty of Fo,re.stv prndutts )
mentioned by me, is Rupees 63,495, not very far short of the whole incomé of the ¥
Forests of the district in 1871-72. T : . -

6. The estimate which 1 have made, is, I believe, not very far from correct,
and a market for what can be obtained, is assured. I have not entered into the
question of collection, but I am aware that the cost of it would not exceed 50 per
cent. at the very highest. I unfortunately, forgot to note what it was in the case
of the products which we sold Iast year, but my impression is that it was not more

- -
D T
SR e

Cow
2N

. .

- than 25 per cent, :
E 7. 1f the Board approve of my views, I will see what arrancrements can be

. madp, and report the estimated cost of extended collections.
N * I have not touched upon the subject of Forcst fruits, as I wish to know
* the Boards decision upon the questron of the formatlou of vrllatre jungles, Iam
also of ngxen that it would not pay us to collect them asa Very large number of }
L people would have to be employed and there are not enough )ung)le men for the i
purpose. I am" in favour of rentmcr out this class of productq in all unreserved i
";unGlES, and leavmg it to the hxll people in all such as are reserved With rcgard[
© ¢ "o drugs, ] amaware that many. valuable ones are procureble in the Forests of this i
| o country:. I hfwe directed my, Apothecary to get me a list of them with the Verna- } i
- cular names, “and when Ihave obt:uned thrs, 1 erl set about epqumes on the }

he - '_, > . f_‘. v

© 0. pubject. e . DR
U 39 The mode in w‘uch I have steted tha,t myrobalons ﬁnd thexr way into the X
. market holda good with reo'ard to .ather” Frorest products. The petty trader, L
. " generally & erafty Komatx, 098 mto the hills with tempting provisions and a few ; ' 91
T myhr- grinkets; and these are lns means of barter The Hill mmpletons are cheated right
L T gad Iaffy th eﬂchetty mﬁnawes tO mage them out in debt atd keeps them so; he screws
L D .'gut of - them doub;a ‘ot treble the ~Vdfue of What he Slippllé-; and Le takes every

)
3
3
!
4
i
b
4
3

[N

as. A5

‘ 7 .
ST oppurtumty to- set his Vl(,tlnls aﬂamst the F o*est Departmept and to'prevout their [
selling to us. - tis only of Jlate, -bj At s,j,_stam of advaaccs and by judicious treat- i

) ment, “that the Hill men have come to the corglusion that | every one connccted '
"with, {he “ercar {s not their born enemy I believe that oW We could easily |
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- ;retam the whole of the 1;ln0'le tnbes of the Sub-Division, and Mr. Brouvham thmks' -

~ wherever they think fit is a very great evil.

(\,l l = N . - ) ’ s - )\: .

that be could do the same in the rest of the district, as bollectors of Fuorest pro-
ducts for Govemment ' : e :-‘ “

10. As fo the extent of the present traffic, it 1is diffichlt to make any esti- o .
mate, as it is carrxed on by a large number of petty traders, %ho either collect for
some richer man or else. 0 80 to sell again. What I have already said will give
some idea of the drrectron of. the trade, and if the Board desrre it, T will ask the
Traffic Manager of ‘the Madras Rerlway to let me lmow the quantrty and nature of =
Forest products carned from the stations in thig district during the past year.

‘11. -'T consider ‘that the present system of allowm«r the Clistties to cowme up
to the hills and emp,luy the - Jungle people in gathenng the Forest produce
They break the branches off the trces,
destroy the fruit- beanug twigs, and very often; by their carelossness produce fires. >

~ A group of gall-nuf trecs which has been operated upon under their supermtendence,

looks as if it had peen subjected to the mﬁuence of a severe gale of wind. I think A:

" too that they cheat and oppress the hill people and - prevent, as much as possible,

(]

our Leing on crood terms with them, and I am strongly in favour of thexr not being
allowed in any but the ‘unreserved jungles. -

12. I wqpld submit, with reference to peraoraph 11 of tho Order of Gov-
ernment, above alluded to, that a system of rentals, to either one perbon or a body
of ryots, of a partrcular tract of Forest tontaining natural products, would be
preferable to the issue of licenses. The Forésts are so extensive and the watchers
so few, that there would be unceasmv theft, with an almost posrtwe certamty of .
non- dctectmn,, and the consequence would finally be, that the license systemt
would become &, ‘dead letter, In’ the case of rentals, the . pa.rt)_eg taking them . .
would be quick enouo'h in lookmn' after their own mterests, and would save Gov-

ernment the expemse a.nd trouble of wa.tclnng those parts of the Forest let to them. o
. , B .

* ‘ .

FromJ F PRICE Esq " Actmv Collector of Salem to J GROSE Esq‘, Secretary ,
Coo ’to the Board of Revenue, dated 18th Auaust 1873, No 237. ‘

I\I contlnuatron of my letter marginally; :noted, I have the honour to report
for the mformatxon of the Board of
. Revenue, that the DeputyLonservator:

. 24th June 1873 No 183

of Forests kas aqcertamed by the'books of the five Tannahis of Rediyur, Alavgayam, .

Andayapantr, Chetteri, and Mathupallé on the Jawadi Hrlls, all of which are on
the Vapiembadi.and Trrpatur sides, that the followmg I‘orest products, for which-
Government did not’ recewe a pie of Revenue, passed through them durmg tl.e‘ .

»year 1872-73. :

2. M) robalons 1,12, 000 Madras mca~ures valued at Rupees 14 ()oo g o t “
. - Tt NS W .~~' ‘v*~~ e .;, Rs"’ , - .o ~ R
) Kappllll Dye 1 600 Tbs. valued at 12,000,
. .. Pappilli Dye 300,000 lbs. valued at .. .. . 3,600,
Taggarai Seeds (Dye) 32,000 ’\Ia.dras meusures v
Towalded at .. . e e e e e e 3,000,
3. No account was cht of wax, . )
\ T .



= A ' ’ ‘ ' ’ . !
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‘4. The total market value of the products above ;‘J_gded to, at the average* ;
rates, amounts to Rupees 21,800, - : ~ .
5. LargeequantTi¥sf these articles are taken down on the North Arcot and
» Sogth Arcot sides ; a%.d besides this, still more are never collected at all. When
alculating the valud'of the Forest products of the district, I took the value of <*
the outturn, excluding the Sub-Division, at Rupees 34,000, and Rupees 21,800 of -
this amount fa« “en accounted for on one face of the Jawadies alone. -
6. We are now engaged in obtaining statistics regarding the Forest products
brought down from the Sherveroys, Kolimalais, Patchémala®, Yallagherries and

~ Periakulroyans. Mr. Brougham has learned that great quantitics’ of Myrobalons

are carried from the Shevaroys,’and’it is known that there is very much Forest

. wa-pduce on the Kolimalais and other Hills. - ~;
. 7. The Deputy-Conservator has been making enquiries on the Jawadics
and the Head-men there have engaged to collect produce] but have represented

that they are about 7,000 Rupees in debt to the Chettics who thus’ keep a screw
upon them. : o : :

R SVITIC L R N

_ 8. Mr. Brougham and I have gone into the results of our limited transactions
in Forest produce und we are of opinion that we can make a clear prefit of 60 per

cent. at the very least, and that for an outlay of Rupees 10,00 we can give
- Government a return of a lakh of rupees or thereabouts. “

. '9. I'most strongly advocato the opening up of this branch of trade. I havo
*thought and talked the matter over a good deal, and have seen much for myself,
and I feel assured that, with the assistance of an officer of Mr. Brougham’ )
-1 can realize from the Forcsts of this district, and that without th
~ sion of the Hill Tribes, but on the contrary with an improvement iu their present ;
- condition, an extremely handsome revenue. I may not be able to show these
results for the first year, but I will undertake to do so in the second, and I will

A Y] e

8 starop,
e least oppres-

- undertake that the return for the first - year’s outlay shall, at the least, be

v

~ satisfactory.

.

- » N . T . ] ;
THEsE letters will be submitted to Government with réfercnce to G. O., dated
1st March 1873, No. 240, ‘ . ‘

2. The Acting Collector of Salem show

district are of considerable value. In his first letter they are estimated as worth
about 70,000 Rupees a year, and in the second letter Le states that it has been
ascertained that products worth Rupcees 21,800 passed the forcst taunahs on tho
"Salem side of the Jawadi Hills alono, ' ' -
3. The trade is at present in the hands of itinerant merchants who visit tho.
hills with'goods for barter, and it is said cheat the hill men and exerciso a bad
" influence over them, which however is now Beginning to be undermined. Mr, Price
writes as if there were already considerable transactions between the Forest Officers ;
and the bill men, but no details are given as to the nature of the purchases |
- made orp{ the terms. Ile is requested to report further on the point. . /
"~ 4. His proposals for renting the collection of -
Board objectionable, and paragraph 12 of his first le

]
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8 that the Jungle products of the
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* ment interests were)fe sole consideration. ‘This
discussed that no more needs be said upon it. _ o
5. .The Board however agree with'h‘im In thinking:that tde traders should be
entirely excluded from any bat the unreserved Jungles, They see no chjectidn’
to the collection of Jorest products for Government being undertaken, buf’the
operations of the forest officers should be strictl
~ bropght for salo at depéts to be established in, ¢
- if it be thought advisable, be admitted to visit the Lill men at the
latter would then have the alternative of de
and would be sccured from oppression. ~If
arrangements will be reported. -~ Mr. Price
10,000 a profit of a lakh can be secured to Governnient,
: thiuk that such a result ‘would be c_c;)xisgistent with fair tp
. though possibly they might still be as well off ‘as when’
- hands. ' The chief object should be the im

>

To the Acting Secretary to Governmént, Revenue Debartmeni.”

* rather than the realization of a revenue.
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L1d. G. A. Turton,

Copy to the Inspector ofngrests. o , AP
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I mave gone carefally into Mr. Price’s proposals, and T <hink that the practicability :of raising -
. arevenue from the forest-products of the Salom Digtrict merild serious consideration, [ Mr, Prica
shows that the value of tha trade is very considerable; and ke knows the district well ard'is o
' “gobd_ojascneihpd safo informer. © - . Lo e SRR T
. . 2. The jungleproducts of the Salem District were rented out by Gowernment up to 1864,
Similar rents existed in other districts, and were given up in 1844, not” because it.was even
supposed that the State had no right to such products, but because it was then-found ‘impossible -
%o protect thy hill-tribes from oppression and ill-usage,- whilo the reveniis realised, was small, . +
Thf’ Government, of India, who had, in 1848, directed thaf the right of the State to the products 3:‘
of unclaimed end unappropriated plains and forests and ortio ’

>

5
" e

, ‘ *lo a portion of the profits derived e
from them should not be renounced if it could be exercised without oppression, at first depaurred; S
ultimately, however, they assented to the abandonment of therents. But, on the recomifendatiocn . i
of thé Madras Government, the headmen of the hill-tribes wers required to’fpay‘ , annually - )

a small tribute in kind, as a token of feally to Goven;r'nent and as an dclmi‘sgz’mi_.qf" Liability to P
taxation. Mr. Price’s Proposals, t‘herefo‘re‘, involve no ‘invasi_on of any rights possessed by the .~ -’ i
hillmen, and this is otherwiso self-eyident; for if these tribes have a right to the fruit of a tree, I @

. they must surely have a.fight to the tree itself,—so far at least ag its existence goes,—and no one, ,;
I'believéYhas advanced the theory that Government, cannot cut down any tree in theso forests L5
without the permission of the hill-tribes. Certainly, under the Native régime, no hillman* |

could b'g“.’é advanced such a claim, and it should be remembered that when we speak of “ pre.

seriptive ” and ¢ immemorial”? ‘rights and privileges, we have to go back to times whena,man *
could scarcely call ‘his head’ his own.” T yield to

Proposals are not agsailable,
d exercise its rights in this- matter, n

E
<

. none in deep rgspect:for'(rights" of ‘év.é'ry R
kind; but I like to be assured that what is called a right really i one. In India; T'maysay, . 7 ¢
- . that we have burselves created “rights” in the sense of privileges, which the ruling power itself < . .
‘must end does sespect with scrupulous ﬁdelity;_but India is still o coutltry .in’ ¥hich- Iﬁany UL
privileges are enjoyed unchallenged without attaining the status of rights, and ,f.-ilgl‘d'_-'that, in . ?
the interests of the community at large, we are bound to be carcful how ws a}lm\'?"spch permise - E
sive usances fo be magnified into #ights. Besido the State on the one sido {és‘hd -the" Nillman og ey 3,
. the other, I do not see who else caii lay claim to the products of these forests. “Thg: only other ; ",i;
person "here concerned is the trader, and he, I maintain, can have no right tolthdin* .Ie s, :
merely the go-between ; he buys from the gatherer to sell to the consumer, and if the fowmer hag * :
no indefeasible right to what he -gathers free of fax, weither can ‘the latter have to what le
. simply buys to sell again. . T : S L
3. Ko far, therefore, as rights go I maintain that Mr. Price’s
~ 4..The question then arises whether the State shoul
- +5. I maintain that it should. . o ,
. T In the interests of the public at la.rgcf[ do not think that
finanvial - difficulties we are jus

in, these days of increasing
source of revenue, such as
AT LV B B

'4

,..1I, In the interests of the hill-tribos themselves,
hands of Governinent officers 20w than in those of ths t
IwishI c6uld think that the dealings of the astute

- men of. the woods were aslileral or even as_fair as

. hg}ié'x:eé, and that when it comes to_a- trial - of oyt

believo their welfaro is safer in the .1 .|
raders with whom iijiey hiave to'depl.
Q}xetties of tlo plaing nﬁtﬂ.'thgsii‘ wild
my Ionorable- Colleng iy Mz Rolynson
cutences” bet.we?n_.",tl.lem: the untutored ‘savoge
I think, expexj.énce.hn,i;,s]uiwxj that the’jmtier,——
b Lis Bod Tndi €810, or Australian savage,~is no matgli far the more &jvilived trader.

1‘215'.7;990 gs. aentioned by Alr. Price and noticed by Mr. Rob‘ix‘lsdn:‘maij; ind%d, Te o aar0 - -
. banking acepunt ; but I confess that I am rather sceptical of Chetiiey | v ] ’

. hotties b0- freely ,acégi:l;*ﬁdagiing 3
. . . YR R . Ll
denfzens of f}‘? forest, who have no possessions beyond their scanty eoveringd.-and" rude imple- [ ¢ -
‘ ¥ ' - ' o ’ SRl M
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ments ohndusﬁry.,an&dcienoe at all events, guch ¢ accommodahon” implies large proﬁts in the

- long run. My opinion inclines to that expressed by Mz Price but be this as it may, I maintajn
" that if the hillman can hold his own with the Chetty, he “can ao the like mth the Gov emniegt

‘subordinate, supervised closely as the latter now is. . ' a P
+6. In the days when these jungle-rents were gwen p, because it was found mpossﬂ?e to
pIOtef t the hillman from ﬂl—wwﬂe, a district had but a (“ ollector, a Sub-Collector, and two Assist- -

ants at most, and the native subordinates were not of a hwh class ; now it has als® Deputv ~Collectors,

frest officers, a well-organised Police, efe., and the' “tone ” of our native subordinate, has -

immeasurahly improved.. What was impossible thenis possible now. If, however, the hillmen
of Salem, notmthstandmg free trade and intercowrse with these liberal traders for ten years, are
unequal to a contest with d forest subordinate, it is high time that we should try some other
method of raising them to some degree of independence. . It seems to me that it is opposed to all -
knowledge of human nature to expect theso traders to attempt to civilise the hﬂh‘nen\ thair
interest is quite the other way ; it is to keep them as ‘chey are,— hewers of wood and Jrawtrs of .

. water.”  Our forest officers,—at least the higher grades, Furopean and Native,—would be actuated

by higher motives, and though a subordinate here and there may fleece them, the genora1
influence of the department would, I believe, be decidedly in favor of the hillman’s elev atlon o
the scale of civilisation, ' e

7. Mr.*Robinson considers that there is no loss of these jungle-products, and little finjury to
the forests themselves in their collection. As to the former Mr. Price says there s, and the
forest officers agree with him ; and I ean myself say that members of the, mercantile commumty
at Madras have assured me that trade with England in such valuable products as gums and
resins is almost precludud by the wretched condition in which they are brought to ‘them,’ and the
uncertainty and difficulty of ensuring supplies to order. Asto injury. to the forests in the

-"vollection of such articles, I beg attention to paragraph 11 of Mr. Price’s letter to the Board, dafed

24th June 1873, which I am sure will be corroborated by every forest officer in the Presidency.
8. I recommend, therefore, that in the reserved tracts the forest officer, Mr. Brougham, be

"~ allowed to employ the hillmen in collecting the forest-produce, paying them for the worL ]ust

as when they are employed in felling timber and other forest-operations. The Gov ernment 80
far back as 1869, directed that the reserved forest should be closed to others than the forest-tribes
living ip them. I see no reason why any cha.nge should now be made i in the’ ab
complaint from any one ; and for my part I cannot reahse the idea of G reserve”
one can enter at his own lel and pleasure.

9. I would impress on the Collector that the employment of the hillmen i
voluntary ; that they are to be liberally paid ; and espeomlly that their civilisatio
are to be considered objects of paramount importance. :

" 10. The unreserved tracts I would leave alone for the present untll it be seen how Mr. Price’s
experiment succeeds; but such hillmen as engage themselves in collecting their produce wiatb be

allowed the ophon of selling what they gather to Govemment at ﬁxed pnces, if they ses fit to
~ doso.
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“Mr. Percr lays before the Doard of Revxmue proposals to enable the Collec’cor of Salewa to
become the monopolist of all small forest~products 1 the lustrict of Salem. - . .

. He proposcs to work the reserved hill-forests so 5 } to supplant the old h!l-{;rader, who has
hlthertu carried on the convenient barter by which the hdl—tmbes get tharr food, clothing, salt, -,
ete., with practical good faith between the two and } % 18 in favor of farming the products of -
all unresorved Junc-los-am fact, of all the village WOO(na.ll‘lS throughout the 1enn-{,h and breadth of

interests and savo (lovernment ths expense and trouble of watching”. ‘
. 3. Mr. Prico_sstimales that for woodlands stretching from Dena.rkPncotta,h to J avady a.nd
" soma hundred miles from north to southghe will get some Rs. 70,000 a-year from guit‘niw, e,
It would be more, ho thinks, could he work his district and people « wlthouf, the intervention
. of middlemen ;" but their profits, ho sees, must go off Revenue gains. Mr, Price scems to

parcelling out the district amongst 4 host of midd]emen must lead to serious disorder. .- -

4. It is not averred that nature’s products are lost; nay, theydre probably collacted mth
care, and form in private hands, I beliove, a valuable popular industry which I would greatly
regret to see destroyed and superseded by the trade becoming the monopoly of Government.

5. Asregards assuming the exclusive trade with the denizens of reserved forests, I axmply; ‘
do not " beliove (and I have had much to do with hill-fribes’ when they were less fres than they
now are) that tho hill-traders oppress the “hill-tribes in .the monner which is so frequently”

varred. - The existing free-trade conditions on which it is conducted prevent this:and taking : §

heatmo for cheating, I believe that the h;llman has often’ tby no moans been-the worst of it.

+ ®X.B.~1 obaerve that the Colloctor vnnts Y cupxi'.al of '
Ea. 10,000 to start with, .

forest-tribes to tide over the oceasional difficulties to which they are subject. The Rs: 7, 000
alluded to in Mr. Price’s second Iettu isno doubt a quasi-banking account, and it is well that .

thess poor hill-tribes can get mecommodation. I sliould consider that a change for the worse °

had been inaugurated if bard and fast Circar monopoly had taken the plage of an ancient well- .
understood and patural course of trade in these hills. Considerablo exaggeration ocours as t(y
harm done to forests by breaking twigs, efe., in gathering the fnuts, honey and the hke nong
necessarily follows, and probably little or none occurs, -

6. On the whole, I doprecats meddling with these things, but most of all the proposa.l to shed .
8 flood of middlemen over the country, or set vp hosts of local farmers—be they ryols or who they
may—to collect the petty woodland berries, barks and the like, over the whole unreserved woodlands
of the country It would, I think, ca.use a fecling of resentment in every village, a.nd do 50 with

his district—to middlomen contractors who will “be qmck enough in locking a.fter theu' own -

+ P

The fact s, hilltrade’is a very. difficult branch ~ -
of trade, and very precarious. It . -Tequires eons LR

giderable capital®, and it is subject tolong credits ;A\'; -
a.nd many bad debts. These hlll-merchants and bankers are real benefactors by enabling the = =

s»i'

Y :

forget that thereisa popular side of the “middleman,” and that, from this point of view, the R -

¢

O WRR TN

' H
O PP IR DT

.yl -

I

T

1]
Y
i 4 g reason. ;
. ?if« , g 7. I do not altogether see under what law or prescription it is proposed. to a.cqmre and )
i ¢ appropriate the monopolies now recommended. It is true that it is proposed to deal with these ;
t;’; ," ; | things under the new II‘)orest law, and where foreclosure by the State of popular usages and servi-
Vi : tudes is thought desirable, a procedure is laid down to regulate compensation. But the law has
1;‘; ; not bseexzx[ paqﬁi :;nd Itthmk that \:}: cannot anticipate the a.ctlon of the legislaturo, - ;
2t would refuse to entertain the proposxtwn. ‘ }
jﬁg 80th October 1873, (Sigoed) . W- ROBINSOXN. !
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lﬁ\'m‘n BY THE HON W ROBINSON CSI , -
Ma. P‘mcn Iays beforo tho Board of Revenue proposals to ¢nable the Co'ilector of Salem to

. bocome the monopolist of all small forest-products in the districh of Salem., - .

2 Oposes 10 6K 1ho ,»mseuodl forests so as to supplint the old hxll-trador, wlm as®
hitherto. carried on the’ convozéﬁat ‘oarter by which the hill-tribes get their food, clothing, salt,:

ete., with praotmal good faith between the two; and he is in favor of farming the products of

all unreserved ]unrvles-m fact, of all the village Woodlan Is throughout the length and breadth of
his dxstnct——td middlemen oon’tmctors who will “be ‘mck enough in looking after then- own
interesi$ and save Govemment the exPoae;;m and troubie of watchmg” -

3 L}\.u"/"’tf' Mr. DPrice- estmates that for: woodlands _stretching from ‘Dena.rkenoothh to Javady :md

80mo hundred miles from north to south, he will get some Rs. 70,000 a-year from gall—nu’cs, ctc
It would be” more, he ‘tb.mks, could he work his chst:rmt and peopla “ without. the, mtervenhon.
of mxddlemen "’ but their “proﬂts, he’ Bees,- must go off Revenue gains.
forget that thers is a popular sula of the “mddlemun, and that, from this point of view, the
parc'elhng out the district amongst a host of middlemen must lend to serious disorder.”

4. It is not-averred that nature’s products are lost; may, they aref ollocted wﬁ:hm
care, -and form in private hands, I believe, a valuablo popular industry which T would greatly

regret to see destroyed and superseded by the trade becoming the monopoly of Government.

5. As ren-ards a.ssummg the exclusive trade with the denizens of reserved forests, I smply
do not believe (and I have had ‘rauch to do with hill-tribes when they were less free than they -

_ Tmow are) ‘that the hill-traders oppress, S\ the hill-tribes in the manner which is so froquentlyy
. averred.  'The existing “free-trade conditions on which it is conducted provent thispand Taking

2

: _' cheating for chnatmv I beheve that the hx]lman has often' "by no means been, the worst of it.

" The fact is, hill-trade is a very difficult branch R

*N.B.—I observe that the Co]lector wa.nts a cspxtal of

Bs. 10,000 to start with, - of trade, and Very precarxous

+ siderakle oapltal"‘ and itis subject to long credits

%@ﬁ j‘°‘\‘/‘

Mr. Price scoms "o

g,‘g.;.”f»fiﬁ

It reqmrc:s con- -

e

Q

© oand many bad debts ; Thesa hﬂl—merohants and bankers are real 'benefw'torsmfabhnw tha

fOrest-tnbes to tide over the oceasional dxﬁ'icultles to which fhey are subject. The Ras. 7,000
alluded to in Mr. Price’s second letter is no doubt a quasx-bankmo account, and it.is Well that
thesc "poor_ekesiises con get accommodation.s I should consider that a chango for the worso

!

v

A
sy

-

DR
[

e
-

T
2k

T

" had been inaugurated if hard and fast Circar monopoly had taken the place of an ancient well.:

- and do so with reason.

understood and natural couxse of trade in these hiJs. Considerable exaggeration occurs as to
hirm done to forests by lreaking twigs, efc., in gatbenn" the fruits, honey[and the hke none

- hecessarjly follows, and probably little or none ocours. "
6. On the whole; I deprecate meddling with these thmgs, but most of all tho proposal to shed

o flood 4f middlemen over the country, or set up hosts of local farmers—~he thoy ryots or who they

may——to collect the petty woodland berries, barLﬂland the hLo, over the whole unresorved woodlands
'of the’ country. It would, T think, cause Abo-a fechnf' of resentmient in every nlla"e,

7. Ido not’ albogether see under what la.w ‘or prescription it is proposed to a.cqmre and

approprmte the monopolies now recommended. It is true that it is proposed {0 deal with these .
_ things under the new Forest law, and whero foreclosure by the State of popular usages and servi-

'tudos is thought desirable, - o procedure is laid down to reo-ula.te compensuhon ButEthmk that

-k cannot anticipato the action of the legislature, ° , S
\",’.’—m 8. I would refuse to entertam the proposmon. o ' ‘ \‘ ﬁffau LM _

30th October 1873 , (Slgned) W ROBINSO‘I Lot

P
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