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™y li’e‘oqeea’z‘ngsrof the Madras Governnient, Revenue Department, o
. ) 27th August 1874, . T

- .

k-

Rs;dd the followi;lg Proccedilgs of the Board of Re%lue, dated 10th

”

No. 255.

e Aegit 1874, No. 2,185, F&oal No. 128.

T to Y

| Read ngain Board”s Proceedings, dated 29th May 1874, No. 1,290.
Read also the follo*img letter from Captain C. WALKER, Offg. Tnspector of Forests, ta -

J. GROSE, .., Secretary to the Board of Revenue, dated Coimbatore, 2204 June 1873 ,

No. 163:— " . - T - R S S oy

' Wity refgrence to Bi..u’s Proceedin‘gs, TYorest No. 74, dateé,,?f)th May 1874, 1 ;ii'zive the
honor to 1>port that, I entirely concur with the Collector of Coimbetore with regard to'fhe great
importance which attaches to the proper conservancy of the wooled springs and upper sholas on
the Nilgiri Hills, and consider that the subject should have increased attention, and that local
interests or revenues ELould not be permitted to weigh injuriously when the matter is one of
general interest, - - . , . .

- 2. Putting aside the question of rain-fall and climate, there is no doubt, from the experi- .
ence of every country, that denudation of the hill forests, results in disastrous floods, land-slips,

" and subsequent cessation of the flow of water during the hot months, caused by the drying up of -

the eprings bereft of their wooded shelter. ' - :

3. With regard to the particular instance referred to by Mr. Wed lerburn in which a wooded
ravine at Taymullay was recently sold, I find, on a reference, tiut this was done with the

’approval of the Board and Goyernment (vids Board’s Proceedings, Iv: ‘ 1,840, dated 15th Septem-
ber 1873, and G. O., Revenue Department, No. 1,079, dated 9th Gutober 1873) in accordance’

~with which the land was exposed to prblie auction and purchased by & Native for a very large

sum, npwards of Rupees 25,000. - ; ' ) . P
- 4, - T am ot aware whetlor the emount has beon paid, and not having visited tho Bpol™tae
offer no opinion as to whether the black in question shov}= have been disposed of or not ; but am -

“Mn™rmeq thot the purchaser is rapidlty clearing the whoie extent, which the owners of surrounding
. plantations deprecated thrdghout, and which, I fear, may have a prej udicial effect on the springs ~
. snd water supply.” co ’ S

. . . . . - - ‘1
5. There are two points in the Proceedings quoted, which éallfor remark, vi5 i—

3

T * (1) The Commissionor, in hi~ letter submitting - he appieatos » sfates, paragraph 7 (i'), tnat L
“ {f it is thought desirable at any time a plantation of Eucalyptus can v run up to (I persate T

for the loss of the trecs on the land under eonsideration”. U

(2.) The Board, in their Proceedings, paragraph 2, observe that'_‘the'ﬁozmnissioner‘ statos
that the Forest Department do not object to the assignment of the land”." .
On the first point, I would poin% out that it is doubtful whether any subsequent planting

will rovive gprings dried up or decreased in cousequence of denundstion ; that plantations of Buea- -
typtus aro not * run up” so readily in exposed situations as the Commissioner iniers, and invar-

ably cost time and money ts establish ; and that, when the land has been sold, ihe Government
- 1ose all xight to it, and cannot re-plant it at will. "‘Qn the sgoond point, the Doard make tha
natural mistake} ~fer perusal of 1{he Commissionar’s letier, of confounding the Forest Dipartmnt

‘ FOIﬁ‘ : -;';‘P(Ii:ii)éénf was nevet A‘,},‘;\fsult‘;q-' gt all, and the proéeedixﬁ;s sanctioning the assignment of
the lan -woere not even communicsted to the head of the depm'*"m; ent. Still more, former appli-,
cations. for this very block appoar to have been refused on objections raised by the forest oflicer,

o, o
o

eyt

then an officer of the Imperial and independent depariment. " Ttis, therefore, ervoncous to 8UpPpPOss

that tho Forest Department agreed to the transfer of the iand ; on the contrary, it objeci.d 4o it

i

successfully on former occasions, and was off.dally ignorent of it wutll the date of Ahe };g;{;m_ _
. - - N Y A

- B .~
“ate I

reference. ‘ AR
6. This Qiscloses an evil in the present positivn uf
which would require to be carofully guarded aguinst;. ior se.. m¥ officers ar - . U .é;_;eak; Ioeal
under th2 presont arrangements, and theg “%‘?”E‘*";f’.- ::-.ee of action st n:e,c:s&rﬂy dncrense each

.
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& : Year, unless th . . ¢ oria] o7 X e -
i A . ; i . . .
e : = 1 \? encouraged to congider ‘;e-mw-lves as part of a hemypgPucous Twp v g1 7 : .
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A ks i ot \ :
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: i am 1 - gl . B .
" : that at Ty mul:lformed that thera aro other applications et present for Llus of e’ ‘:;i:ding A e
e i with ﬂlem,)and‘:}f, aud would respectfully sngge:t that the greate ¢ Teare be taken l‘u ;}oar Y 53 & , ?
2 . ‘ﬂlould refed the aat,ﬁwhen any doult exists na to the nlvisability of 9*":;.‘1{!10 Innd; ;‘L‘eests fur e o . * " b ’y‘ﬂ i *
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Fo i and o t wittel, il p Rsivle, witer FvFeniaid luspection in compaly with 2 T ’ Y .
N eflicers of th @i : sl I ‘
e 8 g slienatio ol . Wl .J)ut affect = ‘
M mJ'UJ‘ions‘Iy'th'e worki 8 m,}v not only be felt with refercnce to, the water supp Y. fance, at R '
= : Present thoso g TRimg and vonsequent finaneis! success of our rlautaﬁﬂlls- For 10 ainly 08 »i") B '
‘. ccount of m‘ ﬁb Coonoer sud Wit ingten much require thinnizg, which i delayed dmﬁre\;'ob i S ‘. .
1: thrown op the-;ni(l;nce of demnand, cebsequent on the large quuntities ¢ etimber 80 ‘ . ..
Y . S Win ; et fr(sm. wholesalo cicarings by purchasers of fureat, landa. ood gevoral o ) ' o’
/- o Years ago with r(:fermm 10 thie, I would draw the Enard's attention to s point razst‘.t Jund i# R e
' Rranted and jg e]j\i Frenia to Bi(nilnr *;“aigl:mcnts on the Elervenys, 115, whers fuls';” uld -nob i‘ R PO
i #0me portion 'O:Ii’}?ed‘. e a1l realtyes an enlianced price, becowse it is foreet land, 82 O“I;cthor ‘:":’{1 . ' . { - .
T Impérial or Loeg] # 'e‘qm,o "Wt realized Le credited 1o Tt as apart from Land Rev.e rfui'he finell- “ b oL - ' “ ’
~ “ial rerulty of tl;a de Thisqrouly Apfent to e only right, in onler correctly to exbil® which the R v ‘ L A : )
. < large prico X‘“a‘i:; i Cra Mot T believe that the print wre mooted in thia very case, 1 Lk \_ ' ’ . / °
< Cailzed wy . . ) M}
i . B.m‘f‘*}y due to the value of the woudel pertion. RS z R
"o Codnreney gl - . om0 }
: _—2 0 I)n EII) to t_he Lollector of Coimbatore and the Commissioner of the 1\1181”" copservy” : - i
! e e tovent og u;:m;‘remmly concur with the Inspector Py Fore«tsns to the imwﬂ““"e;r,._mnc*’ 3 ' Do L &
. of gréa tenution ; 11}3: but they Lolleve the Ciouuisslcner to Lo cquelly ewsre of the ‘Const’r’ ‘b - 8 o
. ! ¢ valurs will ;};On 12 giving up fo'n:st Mg 2nd aee no reason to doubt that Collectors 83 'hélii . :\ )
2 ‘ Y 18 ¢ . ; 5 : oW 4 - o
2 : “was g o ane a8 tarefy) 1n this matter as Wilicers of the Forest Department used ‘to be Y L ) N . N
.. P i Perate d"l‘ul"xmeht, s ; . . int. [ long ¥o 0 = 00‘5“ '
. » B ; Mr. Wedderburn's Jetter is an instane: in poiv dou tb o ® o -8 G .
. oardf Procecdings o, | . - o lored that no lan 1ot ‘:\ L) . N&r w e P
g Mo ra UUTEh B9 May 1874 xo, 1200 Forest 1008 Government on 11 be sold withe® i\ N
, ) . - e sesVy . . s . * T )
2 N ’ . \ 1Lills containing forest should ¥9 ,hJauu‘l‘.f \ ,’ .
il A - - . ‘3 s GO ddtcd‘m' PNt e o
P + O g their spmcisgrauction {G.O., ;\\ ~ o P
v 4 o . .- P 5 et N 110 [ ’
St R U et th : 136, No. 259.) } wooded ravit i‘}‘] 1 ° ) !
A omold undep ﬂiec’ ‘ A2 Tartieulnr case refurped to by the Tuspoctor of Forests, the 1and observe K . ’ é
L that the (g _Sj"t'r_u-.t,n zut‘ort]ud in G. 0., dated 9th October 1573, No. 1,079, the l-uﬂd was ot * I\ U . y .
thirkly wowl:luh;m: ?‘r 1eported that he had been on the 8.0t himscl#, and that the It\“a apon it 3 .
. 2 11 . . ¢ X ] tree . },:: oy
) of a park Jike character with clum;® of troes acd maturt‘lh!wr is rﬂP“U‘r {3 ! ‘

- \‘ The facts that .
n i | tho Tang o, 6ol at ag tnusuplly high price, and thut the pure 16 than the

“I’ﬂring the wi® B T
. ] WLUIQ ext . . g . N us A ’ s
v Comngsgioner 0 b soew to indicate that the forest wus thicker aad wore vol o ,v-
- ertored. 1lo will y epert whether this was so. ) - e
, ; . . . S !
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[ ) N ® ’ FO’TEST NOo 74 ’
LI ' . 1,230, -
. ‘v , ¢ ] : ) / Pxoommsas or THE BoarD s7*Revexce, dated 20th May 1874, No 1 X ,
; i 7 I, of Coimba- 5
3 \ 3 . ° oo nS + hvad the fouowm letter from A. WEDDERBURY, Esq. ,fCoHector i
L 4 ' AR ; R c il aie
’ e ’ P if’ , ’- tore, to .. GROSE, Esq., Secretary to the Board o Revenue,
. ! gy e .
o poog YA ' A rJ 1874 No. 96:— )
® » I3 L O\ ~ p
. I 5 . { ¥ ?’ . ot l \{v - -~
)‘; S » “f [ ‘ T+ v ocin. . I BAVE the honour to request the attention of j’%m Lrnmenttto the; ;F ;f ,;he :_( .
\ oY by 3
} 'é" i menen ‘ ey ] consorvancy of wooded springs and .upper sholas /a the eas ;rn hS &IP l‘s of tha
! . ~ . . LI S At ne
‘ !\“ : - ' « 0° f‘ba?« 5:; / Nel]v ir Hllls, in reference to the interests of 1rrwat§ n under the chs g
‘ ) N FilEtes , o
e : = : § o3 ety Bowany river. . ;
| \ - ” ? s . Q § @i%f T T owq There has béen a great denudahon of uppr sholas for coffee plantmg, 3
; : z ~L ol LI SIS n e . more conti- -
. L = = . ! o N 5 — ; '\Uig 4 but if, in future, the shola lands were sparcd, thero w’ali be secm;;dl a A 3
¥ . - ~ 3 ¢ b : * 1 Teqtrg ' y 8 was, -
‘ | LmE ‘ < = ' IR nuous supply of water, even to the estates in dry <,weather and les
\ el Y ‘ S 3 = - =2 Pt darine h a“ rains, and which give rise" 3
' =52 = S e — P & : occurs in the ravines, which they cover, durjng heavy the Bow any
‘- © e N, - z &l x
d SR Vi, e = < = E: o~ [y ‘to heavy but temporary floods during the north zajt monsoon in
; YLl s e ’ : ’ 1y . 2 T .-
‘-i' N L - g oD f river, which requires a steady and continuous flow,  * rtant but .
-~ = . N = - . i X
: B Zowi . el D ) 3 2 2 _;3_ ! N 3. Iam aware that the interests of coffee plautm“ are very II;IPOd ad not :
: : I A = = L e | varve.ds also that of rice cultivation, and it would be W\‘u that grass lan __f:.
4 b [N . s 12 - £ - c . * \ - ‘B:;.;g__a.w»a 9-‘ L . }I
H | LR s = 5 = = pey 4R ! Fl stz pee g % 3 =22y cultivated. : } : - 3
R 4 f AP . . " 2 - M =D . { : OLHGI" nce ®
i : ST B z : TR ¢ | 4. Tt re"e“tly struc¥a g fnspection of the e tfz.h: o ) f:t o);‘ e
oy L [P . - [ . "
e * 4 <. - +® 7 e
)J Fle ; T \ A ‘s -, l the ravmc }(.ncrlo reeently solu, between the estates of Mrs. Mc ; or, 3
N 5 = 2 ~ . - - . E
: L ] €32 NS 47 - aad Tye Mally, mighs have been advantags Jusly reserved from the aze
4 § e S = ¢ @J - - d the conzequent evaporatmn, and
= ‘ o 2% . N Yy W5 The conservancy of springs, swamps, and the conseq . ! are
d: a. T L e - - v o - ' m +
R s -~ o7 o ’ prospeet of raiu on'the Hills, from whence the Bowany and its afiuents co ) :
v ¥ B et . most advautageous to the irrigation of the low count;y, . e ® h
- ® : ;{‘\g \'Ig 3 e a . i 4
. * . " b =, . . ?
* ¥ ii £ i REerFeRRED to the Inapector of Forests for his « >~ .ﬁ‘\i*» ~ 3
o B St - ’ ™
. « t o 4 r,"('k}‘j;él\ (A true COPY and Extract.) OSE, o :
t -2 ¢ o © okl " (Signed) o J.GR .
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| e ?1 1 } N 3 . ' Y
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R FOREST No. 128, . .. i . = SO
Puocezpras o¥ wae Doksp o Bavesv, dated 10ih August 1674, Ko. 2185, {21t

Bead again Board’s Procesdings, dated 20th May 1874, No.1290. - o T
\WALKER, Ofg. Inspector »f Forests, to .
dated Coimbatore, 2204, 5une 1874,
[

¢ >
. Rea;i also the following letter from Captain C.
J. GROSE, Esq., Secretary to the Board of Eeveraue,

) " Na 163:— ) . ;

* . Wire refdence to Board's Procee}ngg, Forest No. 74, dated 29th julay 1

! bomor to repoz.'!; that I entirely conour with the Coliector of Caimbatore with regard to the great B 3

* importance which attaches to t8e proper conservancy of the wooded gprings and upper sholas on — - ..:

‘. the Nilgiri m]ls,'ar;%.}ngider that the subject should have incressed attention, and f‘;hat local ‘ e

ghould not be permitted to weigh injuriously when the xgattfrwone’o% S -
, . Yor

AR
N B
w2 N

874, have the

© infarests or reVe’nue

i geueral interest. . . v.
‘ 2 Putting aside the question of raia-fall and clima'e.
en0o r} every country, that denudation of the hill foresta ros.

and subsequent cessation of the flow of water during the hot &

_ tho springs bereft of their wooded shelter. . .- )
‘. r . . . sy
. ' 3. With regard to the particular instance referred to by Mr Wedderburn in which & wooded

ravine at Taymullay was recently sold, I find, on a.referené' that this w88 _donejmth t:;te
approval of the Board and Government (ride Board’s Proceeding . No- 1,84, dated '151:11 Seﬁ‘m 0;
ber 1873, and G. O., Revenuo Department, No 1,079, dated 24 chbe: }873) ” aocotlu 6
i with which the land was exposed to public auction and pnrol;w;d by & Native for 8 very ‘ 4

sum, u 5,000. ’ L . A
e nct e he amount has ban paid, and .vit Laving visited the ot can / i s é
whn - sposed of or not; bub AW f{;;—

(=

x‘.»-'v 18 B0 doukt, from ;.r g
. i disastrous flood / savd-alipsy

“.'.ha, caused by the ryiog 6P of

-y

Ealh ot
>
a4 =

. ! 4. T am not aware whether t e om should have I
! . 3 ion ghould npave . .
¢ 08 opinion 25 £ whether the:block m gue tho 1o, extent, & T the owners of grrrounding £ 1 Lo /g
] i informex viAetus —Laseyis rapidly cleanng Lne WHO™ PR e et MmEE -
. : : o o 4 which, I fesz, may bave s Féjudioned cisows g v SPERETT T
. { plantations deprecatsd througb{,.an wiicl, ! . . ‘ ;—../Lu Co
. v - - - - 7 -
' and water supply.. - . tod, which call for remsrk, €/ t— 2 TS
;- 5. There ars two points in thee roceedings U0 lication, states, persgraph 7 & G -
o - (1.) The Commissioner, sn his letier §ubm’*ttf“g ﬂfleEﬁiletns can be run up fo compensatd - is -
o  § “ifjtis thought desirable st any time a plantation 02 - ‘ . gahs“ S
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should refer the apphcatxon, with the reports of the loca.lﬂﬁeers, to the In8pector of Forests I “: -
*his remarks to be submitted, if possible, after personal mspecuon in eompany with the Revenue
and forest officers of the district. - . »

8. . Such

iienations may not only be felt with reference o 'the water supply, but aflect ¢
injuriously the gvorking and consequent financial success of our plantations.

For instance, at

present thode ‘at #Cqpnoor and Wellington much require thinning, which is delayed ‘mainly ¢ 2
account of an absence of demand, consequent on®ihe large quantities of tunbar a.nd ﬁrewood

thrown on the market fom wholesale clearirgs by pulchZsers of forest lands.

‘ 9. With reference fo this, I would draw the Bourd's attention ¢o
years ago with reference to similar assignments on the Shezwroys, 2i
. “grantsd end is exposed at, and realizes an enhanced ‘pnce, because it is 10;> 'st Tand, should not -
3‘ some portion of the amount rca.hzedebe credited to Forest as s part from Land R venue, whether
mpormlqor Local? - This weuld egpear to me only right, in order correctly to exhibit the finan. .
cial resultsQ.f the department. § wbeheve that the point was mooted in this very case, in WL ch the
Ia"ge price :ea.!.zed was mainly que to the value of the wooded portion. '

¢G T, A .

‘0 a point raised several

. Where forest land i xs :

Commrmmm to the Coll:3tor of Coxmbatore and the Commissioner of the Nilgiris.
2. The Board entirely cofur with the Inspector of Forests as to the importance of eonserve

" ing forest on the Hﬂl.s but the, believe the Commissioner to be equally aware of the importance

of great cantion in giving up fl“est land, and see no reason to doubt that Collectors as Conser=
vators will bo as careful in this matter aofficers of the Forest Department used to be when it .
. Was & separate depa,rtment. ! Wedderburn’s letter is an instance in point. So long 2go as

Boud’u Pmcoedinva. 20th May ]
" No. 78,

e

4, Fo. 1,200, Foreat

their special sanction (G, O.. J/c’ 722 Ak K(.u'ary

1868 Government ordered that o land on thy
Hills containing forest should be sold withe: ;

/f

1868, No, 259 %~
3. As regards the partioular case referred to by tle {s(fc\? of I‘or°sts, the wooded ravina

gold®nder the sanetion aocorded in @. 0., dated 9th Octobe; 1875 7 ..
shat € Comirsissioner reported that he had been on the spot hmclf and aat ths land was nob
thickly wocded, but “ of a park like character with clumps of trees and scattered trees upon it. 4
The facts that the land was sold at an unuswely high price, and that the purchaser is ra;§ily ¢
¢ paring the whole extent, soem to indicate that the forest was thicker an more valuable than the

Commissjoner supposed. He will report whother this was so.

.-—‘ ]

.. . - Pl
To the Coﬂector < "Coimbatore,

(A mm Copy and Exhwt.)

-
-

» the Commissioner of €het Admns,

with Board's Proceedings, dated 20th May 1874 No. 1,290, Forest No. 74. A
. Copy o the Acting Becretary to Government, Revenus Depa.rt.ment, with do.:
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