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No. 1,831.
Peoceepinas oF THE Boirp or Revenvg, dated 15th Jl;ly 1874,

Read the following letter from G. D. LEMAN, Eeq., Collector of the Kistna Di“ri.
J. GROSE, Esq., Secretary to the Board of Revenue, dated M mﬁpaiam 29thc§.h t;,

1874, No. 926 :—
Wit reference to the Proceedings of the Board of Reyenue, No. 482, dated 31st March
1873, I have the honor fto reply that, in the delta, field channels alone are cleared by the
A few cases are reported, where the larger channels have been done by them, but it is

villagers,
uncomumon ¢ and if the expense is great (for the ryots will not do such work themselves) it is

always done by the Department Public Works.
The regulation of the water-supply in the channels is always by the Department Public

Works. Sometimes the delta Gumastas also arrauge disputes about turns among the villagers ; but
as a rale onmee the water gets into the field channels, the villagers manage the distribution ',and

there is no fighting save when water is very scarce, or a ryof, very cantankerous.
3. There are no Nirguntees in any of the delta villages, and as we have got on so long
without them, I do not think them necessary now. They would be of  no special use in either of
the two cases mentioned. The Munsif always has his Mohatad and Vettyans to assist him in such
maktters. "
4. In regard to paragraph Lof G. 0., dated 5th March 1873, No. 713, Pablic Works
1s can be made over, I would notice that they require constant

Department, asking when the channe
m have been neglected for some years. Asthe duty of keeping them

clearing, and many of the
clear has for so long been accepted by Department Pablic Works, I thix}.k that only the chan-
uels, gmt are sertified o be clear and in really good working order, should bg given d
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% In regard vo the new Water-tax Rules, giving ik option to ryots of taking or i-},fu,ing
water, I think Government must strengthen the hands of the Collector of this district, and of the
ryots themselves, or much trouble may arise. >
n them of compelling all the members of the

6. The ryois should have some means give
village to do or pay for their quota of work. It is somotimes the case that a section of the

villagers would work, may be, hecause their Jards are so situate that unless the chaunels are fully
while those whose lands ar® situate on such a level that the chanmel, even

when full of silt, still gives them a sufficiency, #ill not, for the very obvious reason that, if they
bold out, it is Tikely that the others will do what s necessary:at no expense to themselves. The
AP S introduced into the Kistna, ig one of individual responsibility against the

that first led to such a thing as holding all

eneral responsib:1ity;
le for the irrigation works of their village, and there shoald be 1o
rk, declines to repair it for the good of another

efficient they suffer,

system,
old system of joint rents and g

the villagers jointly responsib
wonder that a man not benefited by & certain w0
man, with whont he has no interest in common. :
7. This is taking a favourable case, howeeT, and we shall find most frequently thatsthe
eav? the channels alone till, year by year, the silt so

whole village-is so apathetic that they will 1 !
at the expense will be boyond their means; then they.will take advantage of the

test benefit, and the Government the greatest profit, to

ors must have power to compel their labour.
if it were, I should

accumulates th
rules and give up water.
8. If the ryots are to have the grea

be derived from the anicut works, the Colle
9. Ttisnot * customary” and therefore npt Kudimarammat; but even
ompel work fairly, a8 long as no penalty attaches to a refusal, and

have to confess my inability to-¢
as long as I have not special agency o carry it ouf. :
til the steps indicated in my paragraph 5 are

10. T maust, therefors, give my opinion that, U2 _
taken, both Government and the ryots are likely to sufler by the enforcement of the new rules.




.
8

er from the talug.

£ Te

regard to the first point, Mr. Leman ¢

and the transfer in the

., the Collector of the Kistns District,
Copy to the Collector of the Godavery District,

Exd. G A. Turton,
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To the Acting Secretary to Government, Revenue Department,
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: { Proceedings of the Madras Government, Regenua Department
, 19th August 1874. ’

No. 172. Read the following Proc i \
: z eedings of the Board of Rev ‘A
July 1874, No. 1,831 :— ve'nne, e

Read the following letter from G. D. LEMAN, Es
om G. D. , Esq., Collector of the Kistna Distri
J. GROSE, Esq., Secretary to the Board of Revenue, dated Ma:lllipatm: Dgl;t:“i[:o
i y " 291 y

1874, No. 926.

to the Proceedings of the Board of Revenue, No. 482, dated 3lst M

' ply that, in the delta, field channels alone are cleared b
villagers. A few.cases are reportez.i, where the larger channels have been done b i ik -th-.
ancomnon ; and if the expense is great (for the ryots will not do such work th{, e;n, b'nt-“-“
always done by the Department Public Works. e 0

9. The regulation of the water-supply in the channels is alwa; the D
: ys by the D :

Works. *Sometimes the dolta Gumastas also arrange disputes about turn:yam°ng :::‘:;‘xa o
nce the water gets into the field chanuels, the villagers manage the distribuatge m-; o
ve when water is very scarce, or a ryot, very cantankerous. : :m i

Nirguntees in any of the delta villages, and as we h -
: 4 ave got
hink them necessary now. got on so Jong

. They would be of no special use in either of
his Mohatad and Vettyans to assist him in such

Wira reference
1873, 1 have the honor to re

as a rule o
there is no fighting sa
8. There are no

without them, I do not ¢t
the two cases mentioned. The Munsif always has

matters.

4. In regard to paragraph 1 of G 0., dated 5th March 1873, No. 713, Public Works
Department, asking when the channels can be made aver, I would notice that they .require constant
clearing, and many of them have been neglected for some years. Asthe duty of keeping them
clear has for so long been accepted by Department Public Works, I think that only the chan-
nels, that are certified to be clear and in really good working order, should be given over, and
that it should be done in a formal manner by an officer of the Department Public w°"ks" gy
ghould point oub t0 the head people of the village the whole piece they are in fature responsible
for, the-othor channels shou

14 be first cleared at Gorernment expense, before the duty is thrown

on the villagers.
5. In regard to the new Water-tax Rales, giving the option to ryots of taking or refusing
gthen the hands of the Collector of this district, and of the

water, I think Government must stren

s, or much trouble may arise. :
ave some means given them of compelling all the members oF the

quota of work. It is somotimes the case that a section of the
because their lands are 50 situate that unless the channels are fully
efficient they 58 o whose lands are situate on such a level that the channel, even

ciency, will not, for the very obvious reason that, if they

when full of silt, still gives them 8 suffi
sary at no expense to themselves. The

hold out, iti8 likely tha) the others will do what is neeés
has been stroduced into the Kistna, is one of individual responsibility against the

gystem, that
old system of joint rent: and general responsibility, that grst lod to such a thing as holding all
the villagers jointly responsible for the irrigation works of their village, and e shasid b s
wonder that a man not beneﬁted by a eertain work, declines to vopair it for the good of another
man, With whom he has no interest in common. - ' >

7. 'Thisis taking & favourable case, however, and we ghall find most frequently that the
whole village is so apathetic that they will leave the channels alone till, year by year, the silt so
accumulates that the expense will be beyond their means ; then they will take advantage of the

up water. ' ;
are to have the greatest benefit, and the Government the greatest profit, to

jyed from the anicut works, the Collectors must have power to compel their labour.
g, Ttismot < eugtomary’ and therefore nob Kudimarammat ; but even it wave,-1 shonid
bave to confess T3 3nability to compel Wor k fairly, as long as no penalty attaches to a refusal, and:
as long as I have not special agency to carry it out. ’
10. 1 must, therefore, give mY opinion that, until the steps indicated in my paragraph 5 are
I&F‘ely to suffer by the enforcement 441 AT
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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Department, :
19¢h August 1874. \’

- SusMITrep to Government, with reference to G. 0., dated 11th March 1873, No. 48.

2. As the case is stated-in the Board's Proceedings disposed of in G. 0., dated 29th May
1874, No. 651, ** the Board are called upon to report—

(L) From what date the charge of the water supplied to single villages from the moment it
quits the regulating sluice can be vested in the village officers, an1 whether any increase in the
number of Nirguntees will be necessary.

(2.) The suggestion of the Chief Engineer for Irrigation that the Collector should keep the
District Engineer informed of the areas to be irrigated and that later application for water should
be transmitted direct to the Range Officer from the taluq.

(8.) The suggestion of the Chief Engineer for Irrigation, that Government should have the
option of ceasing to irrigate any land after giving due notice and make rules as to the terms on
which, after irrigation -has been relinquished, a subsequent supply may be obtained.”

3. The Collector of the Kistna District says nothing about the second and third points, bat
Government have already decided that the revised Water-tax Rules which are in force in Kistna as
well a8 Godavery, provide for all that the Chief Engineer wants.

4. With regard to the first point, Mr. Loman reports that no Nirguntees will be wanted, that
the village channels should be handed over in a formal manner when the Public Works Officera
can certify that they are cleared and in good order and not before, that the field channels are
already controlled by the villagers, and that an Act will be necessary to enable the Collector to
compel the villagers to keep the channels clear whether they are willing or unwilling to do so.

5. The Board are of opinion that the Collector is right in proposing that the channels should
first be put into thorough order, and then formally handed over to the villagers, and in thinking
that an Act empowering him to compel labor may be necessary, but this last is a general question
applicable to al] districts, and the transfer in the Kistna District need not be deferred until it has
been settled. Much may be done through the influence of Tahsildars and other Revenue officers
to induce the villagers to perform the task allotted to them, but the effects of the transfer should
be carefully watched, This particular difficulty seems not to have been of sufficient importance
to call for notice in the neighbouring district of Godavery.

No. 173 Mivure sy TaE Hon. W. ROBINSON.
(Here enter 3rd August 1874.)

No. 17a. Orper rHEREON, 19th August 1874, No. 1,046,

As in Godavery (G. 0. 29th May
1874, No. 651) the transfer should be made
experimental for one year, such channels as

are in good order being handed over at mce and the remainder as they are cleared out
and repaired,

Irrigation, No. 3.

2. His Excellency the Governor in Council is averse to compulsory labor in

any form, and cannot, therefore, concur in the Board’s recommendation that such an
Act a3 that suggested should be passed.

(True Extract.)

(Signed)  C. G. MASTER,

Acting Secretary to Government,
To the Board of Revenue.. 4 b ‘

» the Public Works Department.

Ex_d. F. R. Bantleman,
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