


Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Department,
: 14¢h August 1874.
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No. 128. Read the following letter from A. O. HUME, Esq., C.B., Secretary to
“the Government of India, Department of Revenue, Agriculture, and Com-
merce, (Land-revenue and Settlements, ) to the Secretary to the Government
of Madras, Revenue Department, dated Calcutta, 30th July 1874,
No. 1/623 :—
SEVERAL cases have recently come to His Excellency’s notice in which exorbitant
compensation has had to be given for land taken up for railways and other public

purposes. ‘ . {
2. When a public work is first designed and estimated for, the owners would

consia-er themselves liberally dealt with if their land were paid for at the rate (say)
of 10 Rs. an acre ; but after it becomes known that Government has sanctioned ﬁhe
work, and that it must, therefore, proceed :%t 'zu-lyleost, and when perhaps Fhe dcn?aml
for labor and supplies consequent on the initiation of the wor?& has raised pricgs,
nothing less than 30 or 40 Rs. an acre suffices to satisfy the proprietors. : : ‘

3. His Excellency believes that if greater promptitude were exhibited in settling
for lands required for public purposes before the normal position of t.he local market
becomes disturbed by the commencement of. th.e work, large sums might be saved. to
the State; and it has been suggosted.that distriet officers, as stz()fl as .the gener_al l.me
of a work is fixed'and before ground is broken, should be. authorized in rural dlS:tl‘lctS

sttle then and there with the proprietors of all villages whose Iands. W.lll be
Joh sed by the work, the rate of compensation per acre, both cash and remission ‘of
:Zit;ﬁ; io):ue 90id f67 et levally Welt-eataplhy & v.ass of soil, for any lands that

,v. when the work is taken in hand, be appropriated for ifs purposes. Special
o~ tion for trees, wells, or houses, would still remain for careful adjustment
oA ;;m but eve1; in that case the greatest promptitude should be exercised in
::;1310‘;1: eflljglaims before the people acquire an exaggerated notion of the value of

g

91 erty. : :
thmrzipwl'.)[‘o znable district officers to deal at once with the compensation for land, it

be possible for the local Government to lay down some rules, enabling them to
may be | tter satisfactorily and at once, without further reference to higher authority;
gettle the ma ’t s should be taken to facilitate the speedy settlement of claims’and to
at any gl;:’e:ﬁent against the heavy charges for compensation which have sometimes
:Zc{)l(rzcmet even without resort to the provisions of the Act.

No. 129 OrpER THEREON, 14th August 1874, No. 1,024.

______._——N - ForwArDED to the Board of Revenue
I Land-revenue, NO for their observations, with reference to
G. 0., 9th May 1873, No. 471, Public

Department. a9
(True Extract.) Qy&/ t‘(#(‘f-{;_—

, - -J/a,n, ﬁzl
f"‘ &«olon&ndm.’, P Ul .,

Acting Secretary to Government.

To the Board of Revenue.
,, the Public Works Dep&rh’x‘l\ent.
,» the Publie Department.

Exd. I. R. Bantleman.
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