





Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Depar tmem’ll

8th September 1873.

F »
rom H. D. THEOBALD, Esq., Inspector of Post Offices, 5th Division. to G. V AGN
Collector of Nellore, dated 25th July 1873, No '1 31-5 ANS EW, Esq.,

I mave the honour to brin i m
: . g to your notice that the Post N
receipts for registered letters to your address are merely initialled ‘1*)5;;1';“ :!lll; ':;1' tr fpfe!ent: 4 f
» at in pencil.

2. As this is not in accordauce with
‘ rule, and the Postmas¢
: b Ly s er-General i
:g:aﬂ\::es to .snch receipts should be in ink, Ibeg you will kindly comply withlflx:s' B
gn the receipts the Postmaster of Nellore will be directed to send to you for th gk
or the purpose.

(True Copy.)

(Signed)  H. D. THEOBALD,
Inspector of Post Offices, 5th Division.

Excrosurz No. 2.

Demi-official letter from Major the Hon. E
: . E. R. BOURKE, Post 7
G. VaxsAGNEW, Esq., Collector of Nellore, dated Ootacamu:xl:“;:hgzz:rt’ 1351?:,”, b

A couwpLAINT has come to me respecti
pecting th i i : :

wreceipts by initialling them with a red pencilginst:attlllzri'uef l? i ?013 e

tare. I need not point out to you that the Post Office s:;)gn? N e Lo S

o ki A ordinates are only doing their duty in

2. Registered letter-receipts are, by the rules lai i
i aid d
tioned by the Government of India, required i o.w e 0o Mo
a, required to be signed with the usual signature of the addressee

before the letter can be delivered.

: 3. 1 feel sure tl}ia.bas onlv to be pointed out to you : far van will spa that an in‘tial which

is not always very distinet, would not stand good in a Court of law when proof (;f d;lzver i !
necessary to establish a fact or to assist a prosecution under the Postal Act. I should thereffres |
feel obliged if you would be so good as to comply with the rules of the Postal Manual’ in future.

—

Excrosore No. 3.

Demi-oficial letter from G. VansAGNEW, Esq., Collector of Nellore, to Major the H
E. R. BOURKE, Postmaster-General, dated 10th August 1873, %

CoLLecTORS are pestered with numbers of registered petitions, none of which need b
would be registered but for the ignorance of the writers. They are brought for delive i °1'£
hours, and often several times in a day. However busy one may be, one is interru‘tedr{ P
not once but twice for each of these covers. It is atax on oue’s t;me and patienge e s
initials them with a coloured pencil. To annoy one, who like myself has a lonvi,h ot
sign, to write it twice in ink on each of the receipts would be a double annoyanc: 9 Sni:?:e t;o
system began, I have never done more than initial them in pencil. I have never .been :ske(ei
to do more. Ihave never been called upon to prove my signature, nor have I ever heard of
any Revenue-officer being so called upon. These petitions, as I have said, are of little import-
ance, and it is only ignorantly suspicious Natives who go to the useless e'xpense of regist:rih' ha
them ; on the other hand, all sorts of important papers are attested daily in public offices bg \
initials of responsible officers. The mode of initialling is as characteristic as is that of signing
in full, and it would be as casy to identify one as the other if necessary. I think there is an
obvious difference between the case of a private individual receiving something of real value and
being required before delivery to write his name in full twice on the receipt for it, and the case I
have put of a public officer being interrupted in the performance of important and bighly paid
duties to exhaust his time and patience in laboriously signing receipts for & lot of rubbish
petitions. -

i oA AT e 2 Byt T, O = e x e U Y T L e i i PR R A LS Ry S o m T e SIS

Proceedings of the Muadras Government, Revenue Department,
8th September 1873

9. Hitherto I have ordinarily been able rapidly to affix my initials, and return the receipfts
there and then to the delivering Peon ; but if it were necessary to sign my full name with pen and
ink, I would not, if busy, allow myself to be interrupted for the purpose, and the delivering Peon
might lose a good deal of his time in waiting till I was at leisure. I wish you would reconsider the
matter from the point of view in which I have presented it, and would decide to leave me in the
comparative peace ] have nisherto rested in. If you cannot do this, as I am only doing as I have
done for many years with the full knowledge of the Postal Authorities, and without the smallest
complaint from them or in convenience to the public service, I will ask you to make an official matter
of it. I would do my best to persuade the Government to abate the registered letter .nuisance by
drawing a distinction bet ween private persons and public officers, and by having it widely notified.
in the districts that to register ordinary petitions is wholly unnecessary, and is equivalent to th.e

payment of self-imposed taxation.

—

Excrosure No. 4.

Demi-official letter from Major the Hon. E. R. BOURKE, Postmaster-General, Madras, to
G. VaxsAGNEW, Esq., Collector of Nellore, dated Ootacamund, 14th August 1873.
In reply to yours of the 10th August, I have done as you have suggested, and have referred the
matter of signing registered letter-receipts to Government.
2. I may mention that it is one of the strictestrules of the Post Office that registered letter-
5 receipts should be signed, and it is only by enforcing such rules that security and safety can be

relied upon.
(True Copies.)

(Sigued) E. R. BOURKE,

n i S PYREEY b P

No. 44. Oxrper THEREON, Sth September 1873, No. 954.

Mg, VansAeyew will be instructed,
through the Board of Revenue, to comply
with the requirements of the rules of the
f receipts for registered letters.

Miscellaneous.

Postal Department in regard to the signing o
(True Extract.)

(Signed)  R. A. DALYELL,

Acting Seeretary to Government.

To the Doard of Revenue.
,, the Postmaster-General.

Exd. F. R, Bantleman.
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