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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Department
13th September 1873. :
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contain the exact principles I should have proposed. The fishermen object to such enclosures in
places, because their women salt the fish, whenever tie boats come in, often at night-time ; in fact,
on the principle that it is more pleasant doing busimss work at home ; and others again want salt
in their boats to cure fish out at sea. ,

19. A few remarks are necessary on the salt-fsh as sold in the markets inland, It appears
that in Madras and Bombay there is an unlimiteddemand, provided the cost does mot exceed
Rs. 2 a-maund, There are three general descriptiois of salt-fish, (1) good and wholesome ; (2)
moderately wholesome for a certain time ; and (3)5ften deleterious to the health of the general
population.

90. The best description of salt-fish is made with prepared salt (see paragraph 21), as being
more wholesome, tasty, and keeping better ; t arse, being, in a great measure, due to the
larger quantity of saline materials employed ; tly salt-fish from Sind and foreign states,
where a salt-duty or excise does not exist, are ariably of a better description than those
cured in British galt-taxed localities. The foll cess, which I saw carried on at Gwadur,
is one very suitable for curing fish for the Indi but, as the foreigners may import such
free of duty, they can sell at a profit far les sountry-cured salt-fish (paragraph 21).
At Gwadur salt or brine-pits are formed in under a light but high shed, so that,
although the direct rays of the sun are not alloy A the fish, any breeze that exists blows
freely through the building. These pits are ug ; six feet square and three deep, but
some are shallower. They are puddled with a te
into the soil. Over this blue mud is laid a clean ba
been split open and cleaned are placed as a second :
go on ; the whole being covered up with sea~water.
rubbed in with salt, and packed in large heaps unde a light cover. This. description of salt-fish
is now made in Sind and in other places where ther; are rich people who can afford to purchase
it, also by fishermen for their own consumption in Tidia, but not for sale, except as an exception.

21. Secondly, there is, if I may so designate &, the ** Indian-cured galt-fish,”” or that pre-
pared in Malabar or some other places in the Indiss salt-taxed districts with salt-earth, The
same process may be gaid to be gone through ; but his will not properly cure large fish, whilst,
due to the small amount of galine ingredients that ;an be employed, the article is of an inferior
deseription, and will not keep long. The western oast salt also is said to engender itch and other
ckin diseases, whilst the salt-fish, which is sold (whm it commences to become bad) to clear off a
stock, is a fruitful source bowel-complaints. ‘

92. Lastly, we have ' gun-dried fish.”” Soaetimes these are goaked in weak brine, or a
little salt is rubbed in them ; but the usual way nov to cure fish in India is without salt. So long
as the weather continucs dry, they keep for some timm ; but on the monsoon setting in, they rapidly
decompose ; still the poorer classes have to buy thezl? not being able to afford better.

23, 1 fear that I have already filled up too m;:bh space, and 8o will draw my observations
40 a close, merely observing that I am now engagedon a full report on the whole subject in all its
bearings. My impressions are that, unless the fordgn manufactured salt-fish is subject to a 10
per cent. tax, it will be found impossible for the Inlian fish-curer to compete, thus driving him to
one of two courses : use salt-earth free of dpty anl produce an inferior article likely to ﬁromote
disease, or else to retire from his calling, and leavethe wealth of the seas to be lost or collected
by those who are not British subjects, and who wil carry away all. the profits, even if they can
sufficiently supply the markets, which I almost doult.

.e mud that prevents the water soaking
\t and a layer of salt. The fish having
on more salt, next a layer of fish, and
o or three days, they are removed, well

-

From H.S. :'I‘HOM‘AS, Esq., Collector of South Canara, on eircuit duty, to J. GROSE, Esq,
Secretary to the Board of Revenue, Madsis, dated 8rd April 1873, No. 464.

h the suggestion contained it paragraph 7 of Dr. Day’s letter, enclosed in

Tx accordance Wit
Proceedings of Government, dated 2nd September 1872, No. 1,274, 1 invited tenders to cure fish

with salt given at half the monopoly-price.
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: 2d i lf““ applied myself to the fisherm

0 undertake ent ise - TR e

their surplus cas;rl.)::;’u?ut the).' ey i& . nt race, ﬂW&ys’ poor, b 3

; ¢ Irrational nature ¥ the objectiong raised sh'ow:;ame 8“17&)'8 T

% ver :

of thought and life, 3 ¥ clearly that is
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palt-fish, e e

4. 1 found al ts Bl
S tmde'so that Hindoo merchaneg ,
o 51: 1 tgenhfell back on the Christian
Catholie, and the re : ingu/ -
more from others of :::t;a:f:e;::fm N v S
6. The petitioner ig prepared to aecl .
(1.) That he shall receive as ;
(2.) That he shall pay cash
(5) That he shall receive o
taking out the salte‘ﬁ
(4.). That the enclosure j
curing buildings wi
removal on requisitio
7. The petitioner adds one stipulat
for he thinks he cannot pay the half-pric alt and
those who half cure with earth-salt, for , ﬁhej pa;l}z;z;ighly it
ng.

8. The petitioner wished at first to = ‘
) ; : ==7glhe monopoly of gur ‘
I‘ objected to this on the ground that it would g ‘¢ticallyp ggv: h:nrlnhg o A certain period, but
fishermen to sell their surplus Ssh to him at aw price he chose (;omd‘tte bl o BT
y 1ctate,

9. Th i ; o
¢ arrangement, if confirmed, will st,nd, therefore, as follows :—

terms T offered, which are—

v

:r:ment salt as he wantg at half-price.
_)ndy for all he receives,

“arded enclosure wighin which he is
and under inspection,

d :
erh i:rtz to be prfmded by Government, and the
WD erection on gy site and liable to

to use it,

W RIT oS
Rely, that the uge of earth-salt ghall be prohihited

sh in competition against

tive and yet not exorbitant prices. As so ho fails :
i ; X on ashe fail :
to the competition on the same terms within & com;s 2 e ‘ff th
thereby be led to think he can do better, It wi
fishermen and the public well, - i;‘:fﬂi thus become hig inte
10.  This petitioner has the ady s L
antage{ being able ¢
_ b RN ; ; i 0 provide a :
;;gencx a.t MCffax'n as long as his honesty in g s to tho satief, _rﬁe good security and sale
vangelical Mission, f whoss it : ik action of the heads of the Basel
I1. Whether the ar ; RERR
i S RGN able to Government ; s
question.  Salt costs Government from. g ment 1s the other side of the

& " act
5 Aunas 4 Pies of Boa salt. Sold fo thy . :',,;‘:tl'la?f‘t;nas a-maund of Bombay salt ¢p
a-maund, the margin for Government will ,}, “u ¢ monopoly price

will have to be paid the guard and the carriag

12. For the enclosure a high bamboo rg
up. The carriage will be a mere trifle ; for he i
inoffensive to the town and near the ﬁsherm'
is wanted along the estuary between it and thelalt
Government or the petitioner ag thought fig,
_of salt being exposed at a time, and the onbly thino ¢
salt out past the gate by any of the employed o e

- 13. If the amount of fish cared } b
| % small, fovernment wil :
it be large, zhere. may not only be no loss bu e brovﬁ': 1 s;‘al:-cely be remunerated ; but if
pur.hnps be small at first, there is every reason i ant: : 15 st cared i
eutirely, and Las no lack of means, will endeas e e live R

ied my best to indycee them or their headmen
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14. T think the enterprise should be given atrial ; for, even if it yield no profit to Govern-
ment, it will still benefit the fishermen and the curws, and the inland publie, which last will thus
have an additional food not previously within their. gach, and this without any injury to the salt
revenue. It is quite possible, moreover, that the d.mand in the interior may be found sufficiently
large to develop an extensive trade ; and, in such 178e, the Government will be the gainers by so
much more of their salt being sold at a price which,: «.. gh not the monopoly price, is still a profit-
able price. he

15. I do not anticipate that the use of salt-f = 1 curries ean ever be so general as injuri-
ously to affect the ordinary salt-sales. If it do. h the time for raising the price of salt to

the curer will have arrived. s,
16. The illicit salt question, which includes se of salt-earth, has been dealt with at

; - : by my predecessor, and a decision

S e LT Tt is needed as much in the interests of

nt matter,
the Board will be pleased to instruct

uswer I am to make to the application

the salt-revenues generally as in the decision of {
17. I have the honour to request, therefr

me how I may deal with the users of salt-earth,

enclosed.

., Mangalore, to . S. THOMAS, Esq.,
22nd February 1873.
owing few lines for your Honour’s kind

to grant me a favourable order.
1 be allowed to any person who is desirous

Petition from HANOCK SOANS, residing at
Collector of South Canara,

I wmost respectfully beg leave to submit
consideration, hoping that your Honour may be

2. Being given to understand that a conce
of curing fresh-fish in a best possible manner by sell: g bim salt at half-price from the Government
salt depot, I beg to submit that I am prepared to tndertake the profession of curing fresh and
good fish by purchasing direct from the fishmongers 2 Mangalore, and preserving them in a place
appointed to me, and one not interfering with the halth of the public, and seasoning them with

the said salt unadulterated and in the best possible sanner.
3. I beg to submit that, in case I undertal? this work, I am not aware whether the

fishermen who are in the habit of curing their fish wi muddy salt will henceforth be permitted to

continue as they have done hitherto, or they will be prohibfted from curing fish in future.
4. T am also not aware that whether the privilee of purchasing salt at half-price and curing
1als on application.

fish may be exclusive, or will be granted to other in
ased to grant me a favourable order, for

5. I, therefore, pray that your Honour will b
which act of kindness I shall, as in duty bound, ever ay.

No. 107. . Orper THEREON, 13th :ptember 1873, No. 985.

S VI“.ORWARDED to the Board of Reve-
n' with the request that they will be

; g¢ d enough to submit their views on

the questions raised in the Government of Inlia’s letter and its enclosure.

(True Extret.)
(Si;ned) R.A. DALYELL,
Acting Secretary to Government.

To the Board of Revenue. ]

Exd. F. R. Bantleman,
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