Proccedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Department,
13th September 1873.

%

Read the following :—
No. 92. Proceedings of the Board of Revenue, dated 8th July 1873, No. 1,227,
Read the following letter from the Hon. D. ARBUTHN 94 it A5 Officiating Collector
of Madras, to J. GROSE, Esq., Secretary to the Board of Revenue,
dated 8th March 1873, No. 47 :—
I mave the honour to forward the report called for in the Board’s Miscel.
laneous Order, No. 700, dated 5th February 1873. '
2. In the G. O., dated 18th January 1873, it is remarked that the

RS.

* Deputy Collector's Establishment ... 129
Quit-rent s 937
Registration 276
Abkéri e’ 1,813
Stamps 78
Weights and Measures 94

- —

Total.., 8,327

Deputy Collector’s office is already
very expensive, costing Rupees 3,327%
per mensem, etc. The Board are
aware that our land revenue is only
80,000 Rupees paid by about 40,000
persons, and that the amount of laboyr
expended in collecting this small sum
18 very great.

3. From careful and minute inquiries I am satisfied that there is no harder.
worked department than the Quit-rent Department of Madras. In 1870 the

t Paragraph 9 of the Board’s Proceedings of 11th
April 1870, recorded in G. O., dated 3lst
May 1870, No. 788, Revenue Department,

establishment of the Deputy Collector
was carefully reorganizedt by the
Board, and the chief alteration made in

the rates of salaries was in that of the Curnams, whose pay was raised from

Rupees 15 to 21 each,

4. In the Abkéri Department the revenue is large and the establishment

Annnal Angg:lu}e-
Cost. Fasli 1281.

ES. ES.
Quit-rent Establishment. 11,244 84,371
Registration 3,312 4,153
Abkiri . 21,756 11,10,344
Stamps b 936  2,87,284
Weights and Measures
Establishment ... ... 1,128 4,278
Deputy Collector’s Estab-
RARmOIt o 2 hs. s 1,548
Collector’s Establishment., 4,944

Total... 44,868 14,90,430

+ We actually collect upwards of 11,00,000,
but out of this the arrack has to be paid for.

Salaries
above 20 Rs.

# Depaty Collector’s
Quit-rent. . ... ..
Registration ...

Abkari ...
BUIRDE s | covrie fwe
Weights and Measures..,

1 Total... i

: land reduction of small salaries would only cause inefficiency.

extremely small, whether we consider
it in reference to the revenue or to
the area over which it has to trave),
It consists of 162 individuals, of whoyp
only forty-seven receive more than 12
Rs. a month, and 6nly two more than
Rs. 15 excluding the Superintendent
his Deputy, and Assistant. The gros;
revenue is about Rupees 11,00,000+
and the xett about Rupees 9,00 000*
so that the cost of establishme;]t i;
only about 2'4 per cent. on the actual
income. The total revenue of the
Madras Taluqis given marginally, ang
it will be seen that the total cost of :estab.
lishment is only 3-01 per cent. on ¢
total income. The great majorit f:‘
the salaries are small,* and no redi);t(3
bution of work would cause any appr:-
ciable saving either in mep or money
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13th September 1873,

5. From the mention of Taluq Gumastahs and
Order referred to above I fear that Government is u

the records alluded to are vernacular records of small

lerks in the Government
nder the impression that
or doubtful value. This
is not the case. They are chiefly
English records relating to all depart-

ments under the Deputy Collector, and
many of them date back one hundred years, and it may be safely affirmed that

there is not a piece of real property in Madras with which these records are not
in some degree connected. More than one hundred of these records are yearly
called for by the different Courts, and many of them are called for and examined
by private parties at the Deputy Collector’s office. I think moderate fees might
very properly be charged for the production of recérds, at all events to private
parties, if not to the Courts.

6. The only other proposal I can make (and I do so most reluctantly) is
that a deduction of 2} Rupees should be made from the pay of each of the

t Fifteen Curnamships at 24 Rs. = 37} Ra. Curnamshipst as these appointments

fall vacant, so that in the course of 4
few years the required sum will be obtained without extra expense.

The records fill twenty-one almirahs and three
very large boxes,

2 7. Pending the final settlement of

% Record-keeper ... ... .. .. .. 25 the above question I beg that the

Attonder 5. le e 12 Accountant-General be authorized to
Total... 35

pass the salaries of the two temporary
handst continued in charge of the
records from 1st November last,

Fide Deputy Collector’s letter recorded in the
Government Order under report.

SusmiTTED to Government with reference to G, O., dated 18th January 1873
No. 67, Revenue Department. )

2. After the fullest inquiry the Board are satisfied that the Record Estal,-
lishment applied for by the Deputy Collector of Madras is necessary,

3. The office was carefully examined and revised in 1870 and pi¥eed on the
most moderate footing compatible with efficiency. The Board do not think it is
costly considering the mass of work which has to be transacted in it. The
charge, it is true, consists of one taluq only, but that taluq is covereq by a large
town and its suburbs, and the work cannot be fairly estimated by comparine i
with the work of any other taluq in the Presidency. 2

4, The only way in which the indispensable requirements of $16. Pecard)
room can be provided without additional cost is by reducing the DAy of the
Curnams which has been raised recently. This is quite out of the question as
the records of the inquiries held in 1870 prove.

5. The records are English records relating to most, if not all, of the
innumerable pieces of real property in Madras. The present Deputy Collector
has brought them out of confusion intou order at the- expense.of unremitting exer-
tion and they cannot be kept in order without a special establishment.

6. The Board think that parties examining the records should he charged
a fee of 1 Rupeo for each document or set of documents which they inspect,
This will cover the greater part of the expense,
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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Department,
> 13th September 1873.

-

No. 93 Proceediﬁgs of the Board of Revenue, dated 11th July 1873, No. 1,260.
‘O, .

d the following letter from B. HORSBRUGH, Esq., Acting Collector of
iz Madras. to J. GROSE, Esq., Secretary to the Board of Revenue, ‘dated
6th June 1873, No. 137 :(—

g forward, for the consideration and orders of the Board,
L e = : copies of the letters noted in the margin

No. 2{;(7)’_7] 2? 2??& AjP’“l 18"'3' from the Deputy-.Collector- of -Madras,
395 of 21st May - ,, bringing to notice certain mconve-z-
niences and risks attending the production of original records called for from his

office by the High and other Courts in Madras.

9, It is reported that the Courts in Madras invariably call for the px:oduc-
i ;f original papers, without going into the question wnether. the product}on o_f
tl‘f“_ Is i: necessary or not; and that they have se_ldom t'hrected parties to
01]gdmae an attested eopy of any document in cases in which copies cc.mld have been
2 'uZd It appears that last year the number of subp(zj,nas received fro;nhthe
SCL‘:s w:as 99. or 47 more than in the previous year ; that, in consequ}encet;) td ese
Ou:isitions b,ecoming numerous, not only is one Clerk c;]bhged.t(()1 be ef\ hei: 01:,;51
ok ing day to the prejudice o
t every working day
or two of the Courts almos . : i
giiies at the office, but the records produced being det]:;medt bg tlllle g;ui:tzft:n
-Collee
in instances, for several weeks, the Deputy :
geveral days, and, in some 1ns ; e it s
1 1y orders on applications for tra
vented from passing early or ' : i ;
Pril:: urged by the Deputy-Collector that, by sending out these rec(;rd:, 20111::&:8
1 ' rtwo s
lshich are of great value, their safety 1s risked. He reports that rece:t.t) ws her
:f paper were missing in a bound book of correspondence}: an'd tha 1Il iwzzce u li(; :
i i hom this was done. Another inconvenie g
sible to ascertain when and by w . : NS
?lbthat the Clerk who produces the records receives no convc)\ance‘hxlre Cm t‘;es ((::ds
lsf subpcenas issued by the Police and Small Cause Courts. 'l::e l]f[lg 1t 10;1: e
: is i i the actua end-
1 t this is not sufficient to mee
ce with each subpeena ; but . | e
?t:ruepof the Olerk, as he has invariably to_go to the Court more than twice
satisfy each subpcena.

3. Under the above circumstances, the Deputy-Collector suggetsfts, f?;
ideration, the advisability of requesting the -Courts to i:all,upon par lesi
pre bt’ain and produce certified copies of his records, instead o.f thems.e ves
hm%re’ e Oth originals from the Deputy-Collector ; and also to require parfles 10
cauu;gf:zrof Eu;j}s 4 when the pmdnctién of originals is unavoidably required.

i '

s By Section 65 of the Evidence Act,‘ gecondary cjvidence of the.cr-.ntex;ts

g t is admissible, when the original is a publie documt‘:llt e e
of a (%ocumfeg tion 74 : and Section 74 declares all documents forming records of
B TEs f Bcblic, oﬁi’cers executive, to be public documents. I_t; thel:efore,
the acts o f}“ o objcction could lie to certified copies being accepted in the
seems to ma‘ lards of the Deputy-Collector, unless it could be argued !:hat the
cuse of .tlle w:othe Deputy-Colleetor in the Registration Department (which for-m
proceed‘mg.s 'Oof the papers called for by the Courts) are not those of an ezecufive,
theb ﬁaggzz; in consequence of their not being held under any enactment.
pu
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e Department,

A4

at a fee should be
produces them before the High

5. With regard to the fee for each subpcena, I think th
paid to the Clerk producing papers, whether he

Court or the Police and Swall Cause Courts, This fee, instead of

for each subpeena, may be the actual or reasonable
according to the number of day

being 80 much

conveyance-hire calculated
s the Clork has attended.

L
Excrosorp Noz:1.

From R. RAGOON ATHA RoOW, Deputy-Collector, to B, HORSBRUGH, Esq.,
of Madras, dated Sth April 1873, No. 277.

Clerk on the day

» and, in gome cases,
for several weeks, to the detriment of work in

3. They, in many cases, thus remain in the Courts for a co
forgotten that they bave been sent to the Courts, When they a
long interval, they are searched for in the records,

4. The High Court collects and sends to me one rupee for every such Process served on me,
while the other Courts give nothing. This sum is paid to the C

Courts. He hasto pay 8 Annas for a Jutka from

nsiderable Period, and are often
re required for reference after a

and are reported to haye been not forthcoming,

, the one rupee given to him is sufficient.
g0 to that Court more than twice for each subpoena. If he has to go only once, there is g saving
to him of 8 Annas, but such cases are rare. The savings effected in such ¢ases are mnot foand

sufficient to defray carriage-hire paid for hig trips in other cases and to other Courts, The Clerk
complains that he has to lay out a part of salary to meet th

As a rule, he hag to

ese charges.

every working day, with the records of thig office, some of
greab value. The System of taking them out of the office j

8. Many a volume in geyers] series of hooks
coffice.  Whether they h

13 not now forthcoming in the records of this
Clerk who togk them th

ave not been brought hack from the Courts, 1ost by the carelessness of the

.

B
B

' o BS t, Revenue Department,
ings of the Madras Government,
e G 13th September 1873.

5 : been urging for the last two years
i to this state of things, I have ; L
10. As a partial remedy k Now I beg to propose the only additional
ity of the appointment of a Record- e ia ] :
L nece:;;ty suggests itself to me, viz., an application should be made to the High gogrz, h;;ni:
g lar channel, praying for an order that, as a rule, the Couris Bh‘mld_ be satis k= T_ :
il oF Alid dounthent required to be produced in evxdence,.as is done in the Mo.usgx Sehat
otfeaied oo uiring it should obtain an order from the Court for 1t.s production, and 'ﬁle it in the
the p&rtgﬂnfeior’s office ; that it shall be a sufficient authority for h'lm to grant the copies req(;nred%
Deputy-Co 8: any objection to do 8o, in which case he should submit the matters for t}%e or- ers o |
u‘nless he_ se:. cht such copies should be granted on the Court Fees Stamp a8 preseribed l.n.the
his ‘:p;;:rsgaup Act ; and that whenever the Courts may require the production of the original
r 7
‘(ioulf they may so direct and allow a fee of Rupees 4 for the same. AR R e
ek il Some such rules will mend matters, relieve one of the subordinates : wnpe
' i i d always to the detriment of his

i ding these Courts at times at his expense, an :
lcon'i{nu::iybzzgzss ii the office, and add greater facility for the preservation of the records and
egl 1m b

y - f' "
secur;;y th:;"’;ou agree with me in this opinion, I beg that the matter may be referred for the
¢ of hi ities.
orders of higher authoritie (Trae Copy.)
(Signed)  B. HORSBRUGH,
Acting Collector.

e

> recel ing the Years 1871 and 1872,
Statement showing the Number of Subpenas received dwm]?g']i e

Eroph.the HighCourt ..o o ... .5 | 23 g;
Do.  Small Cawse€ourtosss venr voo .o 21 i
Tt o LR e R S LA 8

Total... 52 99

(Signed) R RAGOONATHA ROW,
Deputy-Collector.
(True Copy.)
(Signed) B. HORSBRUGH,
Acting Collector.,

—

Excrosvrr No. 2.
From the same officer, dated Madras, 25th April 1873, No. 307.

: 3 to bring to your notice that it
i i tter as per margin, I have the honour
ol i et g has been to-day reported to me that two sheets
T S T of paper in the bound book of correspondence
it i ible to ascertain, owing to the system of sending
t off, when and by whom it is not possi :
s :een 01:1 sin,lilar volumes to several Courts, and to the non-existence of a Recorc}-l.xeeper to
s a:hem The High Court having now called upon to produce the baook containing these
IZOk t:ft:rgeamh 'was made, and this tampering of the records. has been discovered.
sheefs,

Under these circumstances, I beg to reiterate my request that the steps I have already
2. - = € lacing the records in charge of a responsible Record-keeper, anq obtaining orders
for(:i?::n’ti::lze”tll:e practice of sending out the original records may be soon sanctioned.
1

(True Copy.)

(Signed)  B. HORSBRUGH,
Acting Col]ector.
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Excrosure No. 3.

From the same officer, dated Madras, 21st May 1873,

Ix reply to your letter, No. 225, of the 23
Courts in Madras invariably send for the original
not, and that they have not in one instance direc
document in cases in which there Was no necessit

No. 395.

rd ultimo, I beg to state that I know that the
records, whether the originals were necessary or

ted parties to produce an attested copy of any
y for the originals themselyes,

2. T have been often prevented from passing my orders on applications for the transfer of
registry owing to the absence of the Survey and Grant Registers from the office, they having been

filed in the Courts, but I have kept no notes of such delays. Since the late arrangement of the
records, a list of the papers detained by Courts is kept, but no regular ligt appears to have beep
kept before the temporary establishment was entertained.

3. In recommending an increased rate of fee, I had no particular reason fop fixing it at
Rupees 4, but I thought if this amount be demanded from ‘parties, they would Dnaturally require
the production of the originals only in cases in whi 1 i

bsolutely lecessary,
I thought also it would enable me to send such

(Signed)  B. HORSBRUGH,

Acting Collee’ T,

—S——memeur

Tae Deputy-Collector of Madras re
produce original documents before Courts
by a Clerk on small pay ; that this Clerk’s

the work of answering subpeenas, as he had On most occasions to attend the

Courts several times ; that the fees allowed (Rupee 1 by the Hj
by other Courts) are not nearly enouch

gh to cover his expengeg ;
disposing of business is caused by the long detention of docum

and that documents of value may easily be, and often are,

2. He reiterates his application for
Government, differing from the Board,
recommends that the Courts should
produced whenever the ends of Jjustice
cases for the production of an original d

3. Mr. Horsbru
attested copies of public documents to be
nals. He recommends that the fee shoul

presents that he had g9 subpaenas to
in 1872 ; that they had always to be sent
time was almost entirely taken up with

gh Court, nothing
that great delay in
ents in the Courts ;
lost or tampered with.

a Record-keeper,—a subject on which
have called for further information,—and
be urged to allow attested copies to he
will be so attained, and that the fee in all
ocument should be fixed at Rupees 4.

d be calculated in each ¢

Clerk in hiring a conveyance., *
4. The Board are satisfied that

exaggerated, and they recommend G

Court are willing to make the

the rule, instead of the excepti

the Deputy-Collector's statements are not
overnment to ascertain whether the High
production of attested copies, instead of originals,

on, and to raise the Subpena fee,

meame—

~~~~~~

:

P 1

Tiths Yovernment, Revenue Depariment,
kxegﬁer 1873.

¥ e 3 o
No. 94 > W e Ofon: ReEon, 13th September 1873, No. 979. :
s — < UnpER the circumstances stated in
3 iscellancous. : sers, sanction is granted for the
5 these papers,

employment of the establishment fnotled
in 1 the
1 Beeord-kegpek, Hupiecd 20°per mensem. in the margin in the Office o

k anqior 27l 4 Deputy-Collector of Madras. T his 15;2;
5 J 7
tion will have retrospective effect from 1st December 1872 (1st November 5

) : h
- the date given in paragraph 7 of the Acting Collector’s letter, dated 8th Marc

'S 4th
1873, is not correct, vide paragraph 4 of the Deputy-Collector’s letter,dd:,tgdl&h
D ce,mber 1872, No. 997, recorded in the Proceedings of Government, date e
1 o
) enufxry 1873, No. 67), and the additional cost will be met from savings u
a a 3
2 nue.”’ %3
: Lagd “’31‘1’;: Board’s recommendation, that parties examining the record}: ;hflllﬂd
: t or set of documents which they
d a fee of one rupee for each documen T 8 . :  the)
})e Cha{j gies approved. The Government are of opinion that, if the inspection is
inspect, .

ied on beyond one day, a smaller fee of eight annas should be collected for
carrie

succeeding day. The Board Will report the result of this order after one
every .
year,; t“;l(-) person should be admitted to the Record room witl?out the perunszlotn
f th 'Collector conveyed to him in writing, and the Collector will be emgov‘vere ot
ing ; w ) 8
: 'thl?old permission in any case where he sees reason for so doing ; while .f 13;16
i b B xS 15
WIranoe for inspections being always made in the presence of some sespor
arrang
: 3 3,No. 1,260
Ofﬁce; The proposals made in Board’s Proceedings, dated 11th J ulyflSt’Z;S,i\Tc; 1 ,’3 ie;
arciincr the production in the Courts of the Pre.81.dency Town 1;) a :ZZ w‘ﬂf -
1(:;gpubli:; records instead of originals, and the raising of the Subpcen ;
i in the Judicial Department. St k
00"312 ere'ghl: fact of two sheets having been found to be missing in a bou.nd1 11:;
hen .the High Court called for it,as reported fn. the Deput}};-Colclie;ti(;lr ?b ; i = (i
:t d 25th Al;)ril 1873, No. 307, looks very suspicious. The Boar 3 orf o
. h to order a strict inquiry to be instituted into the matter, and rep
enoug

result. (True Extract.)

(Signed) R. A. DALYELL,
Acting Seeretary to Govemmmt.

To the Board of Revenue.
the Judicial Department.
' the Accountant-General.

Exd. F. R. Bantleman.
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