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No. 1,107.
ProceEDINGS OF THE BoArDp oF REvENuE, dated 25th June 1873.

Read the following letter from the Hon. D. ARBUTHNOTT, Collector of Tanjore,
to J. GROSE, Esq., Secretary to the Board of  Revenue, dated Vallam,
17th May 1873, No. 179 :—

With reference to the Board’s Pioceedings dated 1st April 1878, No. 493,
I have the honour to submit for their consideration whether, having reference to
the nvdm‘f the Government of India, communicated in the Board’s Proczédings,
Miscellau®bus No. 6,705, dated 7th October 1872, the difficulty which lLas now
arisen with respeet to the land-cess under 'the Local Funds Act, and must arise
whenever the question of local-taxation affecting landed income undergoes a
cevision or readjustment, may not be totally obviated by resuming all assignments
of land and by reverting to the old plan of ready money-payments.

2. In this district, the pagoda and Yeomiah allowances commuted into
assignments  of land-revenue number 995, the amount of revenue assigned
being Rupees 1,72,873-15-7; and now to select for a supplemental assignment
Awount now - allowed for every 100 Bs. a. ». in each of these 995 cases a piece 9f

[I‘{,/‘}"fClj)";r':_rec‘eﬁ’t‘fs(‘)‘i‘l"ngs‘(g;‘);n‘g:‘tl_t» S land, which will yield a sum calculated
Amount to be now allowed, plus fur- * at Rupees 1-8-6* for every 100 Rupees of
ther allowance for land-cess as the original money-allowance, will be &
g}fhgﬁéi}rﬁ“ pref,ent Pl:(_)?eedm”gé 112 10 g most difficult and laborious undertaking.

. s 3. In many cases entire holdings,

Excess toJbe nowadded .. ... 1 8 6 and in some entire villages, have been

assignod avar  Thora ara again ingtansaa in which several separate ]701(1ings

nake up the amount of the assignment to one pagoda, while there ar. others m

which the assessment of one holding covers the allowances of several institutions.

Taking, then, a case in which five acres, constituting the entire holding of one

puttadar in one village, have been assigned to a pagoda, in lieu of a money-allow-

ance of Rupees 25-3-9, a field or portion of a field out of another holding, perhaps
in another village, of which the assessment would be Rupees 0-6-2:%, has now to be

_detached from it and tacked on to the original assignment ; and thus a large pro-

portion of the 995 ‘casés have to be individually worked out.

4, As the Board and Government are already aware, nobody gains by the
existing state of things. The Government lose 10 per cent. of their revenue in
the allowance made for vicissitudes of season and charges of collection; the pagodas
lose in that they are not able to realize the rents; and the ryots lose in that they
have to pay the costs of litigation which, in nine cases out of ten, the managers
of the temples are obliged to have recourse to. I say that Government lose 10
per cent., because remissions for bad crops have now become almost nil ; and even
if they had to be given, they certainly would not come to anything like 5 per cent.
of the revenue; while the 5 per cent. for the collection is so much a clear loss to
Government, inasmuch as they have not, and cannot make, a corresponding, reduc-
tion in the General Revenue Establishments of the district. The pagodas lose
because, not to mention the incidental labour and worry, expenses of litigation are
not always recovered. Further, it needs no reasoning to show that thereis a
material difference between one getting his dues regularly from the Government

treasury and enforcing his right thereto by resort to Courts of law. It does not
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Excess to be now added

Proceeding’of the Madras Gove:'riment, Revenue Department,
L1th Angust 1873,

No. 2 Raad the followine Proccedings of tho Board of Revenne, dated, 25thé

June 1873, No. 1,107 :—

Read the following letter from the Hon. D. ARBUTHNOTT, Collector of Tanjore,
to J. GROSE, Esq., Secretary to the Board of Revenue, dated Vallam,

17th May 1873, No. 179 :—

Wirn reference to the Board’s Proceedings dated 1st April 1873, No. 493,
I have the honour to submit for their consideration whether, having reference to
the order of the Government of India, communicated in the Board’s Proceedings,
Miscellaneous No. 6,705, dated 7th October 1872, the difficulty which has now
arisen with respect to the land-cess under the Local Funds Act, and must arise
whenever the question of local taxation affecting landed income undergoes a
revision or readjustment, may not be totally obviated by resuming all assignments
of land and by reverting to the old plan of ready money-payments.

2. In this district, the pagoda and Yeomiah allowances commuted into

assignments of landg*ejenue number 9935, the amount of revenue assigned
Amount now allowed for every 100 s. 4. ». 10 each of these 995 cases a piece of

B.upee% ofp,e,i(,:s money.p‘yﬂ;:ltlt, P land, which will yield a sum calculated
Agi:; tltopl:er oo S.lg:rem k. at Rupeﬁs 1-8-6* for every 100 Rupees of
ther allowance for land-cess as the original money-allowance, will be a
directed in the present Proceedings most difficult and laborious undertaking,
3. In many cases entire holdings,

of the Board ... ... 112 10 3
: : :’: and in some entire villages, have been
assigned over. There are again instances in which several separate holdings

make up the amount of the assignment to one pagoda, while there are others in
which the assessment of one holding covers the allowances of several institutions.

- Taking, then, a case in which five acres, constituting the entire holding of one

pattadar in one village, have been assigned to a pagoda, in lieu of a money-allow-
ance of Rupees 25-3-9, a field or portion of a field out of another holding, perhaps
in another village, of which the assessment would be Rupees 0-6-2.%, has now to be
detached from it and tacked on to the original assignment ; and thus a large pro-
portion of the 995 cases have to be individually worked out.

4. Asthe Board and Government are already aware, nobody gains by the
existing state of things. The Government lose 10 per cent. of their revenue in
the allowance made for yicissitudcs of season and charges of collection; the pagodas
lose in that they are not able to realize the rents; and the ryots lose in that they
have to pay the costs of litigation which, in nine cases out of ten, the managers
of the temples are obliged to have recourse to. I say that Government lose 10

. per cent., because remissions for bad crops have now become almost nil ; and even

if they had to be given, they certainly would not come to anything like 5 per cent,

.
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- 1lth August 1873,

*..‘_

of the revenue; while the 5 per cent. for the collection is so much a clear loss to
(?rovef'nment, inasmuch as they have not, and cannot make, a corresponding, reduc-
tion in the General Revenue Establishments of the district. The pagodas lose
because, not to mention the incidental labour and worry, expenses of litigation are

—=hot always recovered. Further, it needs no reasoning to show that there is a
dues regularly from the Government

material difference between one getting his

treasury and enforcing his right thereto by resort to Courts of law. It does not
unfrequently happen that a person’s just rights are lost by the non-observance of
any one of the numerous forms of procedure prescribed by law, by unskilful
handling of his case on the part of his legal agents, and other like causes. It will
therefore, be clearly perceived that the only gainers by the existing system are the
Court Vakeels. 'The Government also gain in one undesirable way, and that is in
stamp-revenue. There can, however, be very little doubt that the revenue
aliena@ed by Government does not benefit the objects for which it is intended, and,
on the whole, the existing arrangements is most unacceptable alike to those bound
to pay and to those entitled to receive the payment.

9. I think it is now generally admitted that practically it makes no differ-
ence in what shape the guaranteed allowances to Native religious institutions are
paid, and that a periodical payment from the public treasury of money to be
spent oun the religion of the people does not conneet Government any more with

. the religion itself than payment by means of assignment of land or by any other
“Cans whatever, ¢ M iy e =

Tie Board resolve to submit the above letter for the consideration of Gov-
ernment.  They agree with its conclusions, and are of opinion that the course
recommended by the Collector is in accordance with the spirit of recent orders.

: 2. The value of all these assignments of Jand-revenue is affected by every
adjustment of the incidence of local taxation on income from land, and much
c"'";]l’licaﬁon m:mt arise if the allotment ofsmall extra assignments is proceeded
with.

3. The commutation into cash-payments of the extra assignments would
entail the opening of a number of accounts equal to the whole number of assign-
uents of very small individual amount; and, if it be thought improper to resume
the assignments already made, and revert to cash-payments, the next best course,
appears to be to collect half the road-cess from the Inamdars, and transfer the

~other half annually from lmperial revenué to Local Funds.

4. This would involve only a simple adjustment in the aceo

No. 64. OrpEr THEREON, 11th August 1873, 1?0’;' 829
l P RS ; Tue Governor in Council concurs
. in the opinions expressed by the Board
R of Revenue, and resolves to address the
fiﬂvemment of India, with reference to their letter, dated 16th September 1872,
n view to obtaining sanction for reverting to cash-payments in all cases in which.

the Pagoda Trustees would prefer them to the existing land-assignments.

.
-

. kewd‘”g‘ﬂ’ the Madras Government, Revenue Department,

NS

- "

)"-‘-;;Piroceedin;; of the Mm Government, Revenue Depariment,

2. In the meantime, the expédient suggested in the latter part of paragrfa,ph 3
of the Board’s Proceedings should be generally adopted, and the Board will be

'good enough to issue circular-orders to this effect.

(True Extract.) e i
BT i ied) . RA-DADEELL . — = o
Acting Secretary to Government.



To the Board of Revenne.

Exd. F. R. Bantleman.
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