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No. 161, Read the following Proceedings of the Board of Revenue, dated
: 16th January 1873, No. 56 :—

Read the following letter from R. A. DALYELL, Esq., on Special Duty, to the Secretary to the
Board of Revenue, dated Sydapet, 4th November 1872 =
DY

, In accordance with the instructions contained in the G. O., under date 16th August 1872,
No. 1,2024, Revenue Department, I have the honour to submit the following Report upon the
Abkiri, or Excise, Revenue of the Salem District. )

2. PreniviNaey Revargs.—As the Board are aware, this branch of the revenue has been
\'from time immemorial farmed to contractors for a fixed annual sum, on a system which will here-
‘ ~a{ter be described in detail.  As the district is divided into nine scparate farms, conterminous with

its nmiesub- divisions or talugs, and a3 each renter is at Liberty to adopt such plan of manage-
‘ment as he finds<seast conducive to his own interests, I deemed it advisable to make a personal visit
: to each farmin view to ascertaining, on the spot, the precise system which was in force. I found this
the more necessary, for, as I had anticipated, there was little accurate knowledge of the internal

" economy of any of the faruws to be obtained at head quarters. This was only to be expected, for
under the present law the District Officer is powerless to interfere in most matters which might
_appear to him, 4san administrator, objectionalle, and the renting system has been so admirably
successful, as a finaucial measure, that any interference on his part, as a fiscal officer, has been

. - unnecessary. 1 have accordingly extended my tour to every taluq of the district except that of
Ahtoor, which I regret I was not able to visit owing to the bad state of the road between the

- town of that name and Salem. In those talugs in which the sub-renting system, which will
ghortly be described, was general, I visited a few selected sub-rented portions, and where the so-

: called ** Amani" or Personal system of management was in force, I visited the principal distil-
* leries, and a tew sktops in different parts of the taluy.

, 3. Sotrsces or e AsRan1 Revexve.—The sources of Abkdri taxation in the district areas
. follows:— (1) Country spirits, or arrack; (2) date toddy; (3) palmyra toddy; and (4) cocoanut toddy.
" The arrack of the Salem district is invariably distilled either from sugar-cane jaggery, palmyra
. Jaggery, or molasses, (which is the refuse of sugar-cane jaggery after the sugar has been extracted
 from it,) or from a combination of these substances, and the process of distillation adopted is
- described in the following paragraph. The date toddy is obtained from the wild date trees (Elate

Sylvestris), which are plentiful only in the Oossoor Talug and the upper portions of the Kistna-
. gherry Taluq. _The juice is extracted by cutting a horizontal gash in the stem and the average

produce is six bottles per tree, every alternite day, for three months in the year. The juice may be
" drawn at any period of the year, but only for three months out of the twelve. In the Mysore province,
( where these trees are very plentiful ¥a considerable quan'tity ofj aggery is produced from them, but in
. the Salem district the whole of the juice is kept for toddy asitis found to be a more profitable
arrangement than converting it into jagzery. Palwyra toddy is obtained from the palmyra tree
. (Borassus flabellifurnis) by cutting off the ends of the leaf shoots and keeping them tied up for
! eight days, after which the juice begius to exude. , The male trees produce toddy from January to
+ April, the female from February to May, and the produce is on the average about two bottles per
¢ tree, per day, during the season. _These trees are not very general in the Salem district, cxcept
in the t.lugs of Utengherry and Tripatore, though there are also a fewin the Trickengode,
Ahtoor, Darampoory, and Kistnagherry Talugs. I regret that my information in rezard to thig
liyuor has been necessarily wholly derived from hearsay, as the season had not commenced at the
period of my tour.  Cocoanut toddy is cbtained from the cocoanut tree (Cocus Nucifera) by
i precisely the same process as the palmyra toddy, and the average produ'ce is the same. ‘lhe
: liquor may be drawn at any period of the year, but not for more than six months out of the
twelve from each tree, A considerable quuntity was in use, formerly, in the Salem Taluq and
also in the neighbourhood of Vauniembady, but during the last year of tho late rent, and during
the present rent the Salem Talug contractor has discontinued issuing licenses for the sale of this
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only 140 have been opened for sales, while there are only 14 toddy shops at work out of a sanc-
tioned number of 224. There are thus about 1,217 persons to each arrack shop opened.

5. TripaTore Tarvq —This taluq as well as the adjoining one of Ootangherry isrented by a
Tanjore contractor of the Shanar caste, and his two farms appeared to me to be better managed
than any other farm in the district. The rental of the taluq is now Rupees 45,100, or, excluding
the hill population who consume neither arrack nor toddy, Annas 3-9 per head, a higher rate
of contribution than in any other farm in the district. In 1829-30 the rent was only Rupees 3,600,
and as recently as 1839-60 only Rupees 12,000  This as well as the adjoining taluq of Ootan-
gherry is almost entirely supplied with arrack from the renter’s central distillery at Tripatore
where stills of a superior description to any others in the district and capable of turring out 160
gallons per day are at work. The district round Vauniembady is, however, supplied from a still
at that place with a capacity of 12 gallons. The arrack is now supplied to the shopkeepers, as a
rule, at Rupees 3-6-0 per gallon, or 9 Annasa bottle, though in some localities, favourable for sales
they are charged Rupees 3-7-6, and in some out of the way villages, and on the frontiers of the
talug, only Pupees 3-3-0 and Rupees 3. They are invariably supposcd to sell to the publie
at 10 Annas per bottle or Rupees 3-12-0 per gallon, but at a few shops I visited I found that the
liquor had been reduced from the strength of 36° under proof at which it is issued, to 40° and 43°
under-proof, and that the one-anna dram was not invariably 2} ounces as it should have been.
There is a considerable quantity of palmyra toddy consumed in this talug during the season, and
probably during the late rent, from all the infurmation I have been able to obtain, the contractor
made a net collection of about Rupees 5,000 on this article. According to his last year's books
his issues of arrack for the taluq were 21,214 gallons in the year, and during the first three months
of the present rent his issues were in excess of 5,000 gallons. e also informed me that though
he bad iucreased his issuing rate from 8 Annas to 9 Annas a bottle to cover the increased price he

paid for the farm, he did not find that the consumption had been in avv way affected. "The
probable consunption of the taluq may therefore safely be put down at 21,000 gallons, which gives

only a little under one-ninth of a gallon per head. On this quantity his profits may be estimated
at Rupees 2-8-0 on, say, 11,000 gallons and Rupees 2-6-0 on 10,000 gallons, in all Rupees 51,250.
Allowing Rupees 5,000 as the net toddy collections, the contractor will probably realize a sum of
Rupecs 56,250 to meet kis rent of Rupces 45.100. There are about 1,553 people to each arrack
shop, and of 162 sanctioned only 110 have been opened. Of 180 toddy shops sanctioned, licenses
have been taken out for enly 13. i
6. Urexererry Tarcq.—As already stated, this taluq is rented by the same contractor as
the Tripatore taluq and is supplied with arrack by him from his Tripatore distillery. In 1829-30
the rent was only Rupees 2,650, and in 1859-60 it had only risen to Rupees 6,5G). The present
rent is. however, Rupees 26,100 or Annas 2-9 per head, and the rent, under the late three years
contract, was liupees 18,050. There are a considerable number of palmyra treesin this farm,
and the toddy drawn from them is largely consumed during the scason ; the net toddy profits are
estimated at fully Rupees 3,0:°0. The arrack at the same strenygth as that issued for the Tripatore
taluq is conveyed from the distillery to five depots which the renter has established at the chief
places in the taluq. The liquoris supplied to the shop-keepers from these depits on precisely the
same tern s as in the Tripatore taluq, but they increase their profits very considerably by dilution,
and are also stated by the Tahsildar to use incorrect measures in many places. The shops which
1 examined, however, had a dram of 22 ounces in use for which they charged one Anna, being
exactly 10 drams to the bottle, but the liquor was, from 50° to 5G° under-proof instead of
only 36° under-proof at which it is issued. 'The issues according to the renter’s own account
from these five depots to the shopkeepers during the first thrce months of the present contract
were 15,679 bottles or 2,613 gallons. Itested his fizures by enquiries at one of the depdts where I
was infermed that the average issue was 1,600 bottles per mensem, but according to his detailed
account the issuein three months from this depot was 3,841 bottles or nearly 1,300 bottles per
mensem, 1 think, therefore, his fizures may be accepted, and the consumption of the talug be put
down at, say, 10,50 gallons per anuum, or a little over than one-fifteenth of.a gallon per
heud, The cost may be put down at 14 snnae per gallon to cover cost of carriage, etc., from Tri-
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patore and the net collections at Rupees 2.6-0 per gallon will be Rupees 24,937, or with toddy net
collection® Rupees 27,037, or a profit of Rupces 1,837 ontherent, Of 178 arrack shops sanctioned
ouly 10 are opened, and of 173 toddy shops sanctioned not ong i3 yet opencd. Thero arc thus
1,186 people to each arrack shop.

7. Autoor Tavvq.—Thistaluq like the two last mentioned is renteld by a Tanjore contractor
and managed on the ‘“ amant”' system. The reat in 1319-20 was only Rupees 845, and ia
1839-60 had only risen to Rupees 3,000, The present rentis, however, Rupees 24,100, or Anrag
2.4 per head, and the late rent was Rupees 22,250, There is a small consumption of palmyra
toddy in the season which is managed on the sharing system, the price chargel being 9 Piesand
1 Anna the measure aceording to locality.  The net collections from this source are estimated nut
to exceed Rupees 1,200 or Rupees 1,500. The arrack shops are all supplied from a Central
distillery at Ahtoor where liquor i3 issued at 35° under-praof. The price charged by the distiller
to shopkeepers in populous places is Rupees 3-7-0 per gallon and in other places Rupees 2-13-0
or 11and 9 Pics per dram of ten to the bottle. The shopkeepers again s21l to the publicat 1 Anna
and 10 Pics per dram, or Rupces 3-12-0 and Rupees 3-2-0 per gallon.  The dramis said to be f
a regular capacity of 22 ounce cr ten to the ordinary bottle. The Tahsildar reports the manufacture
at the distillery to be 5,520 bottles per mensem and the average issue to be only 4,320 bottles,
At this rate the annual issue would be 9,040 gallons. Asonly twenty-four shops out of eighty-ono
in the taluq take liquor at thelower rate, the average price at which the renter supplies it maj' to
fixed at Rupees 3-6-0 per gallon, and allowing 14 annas for cost of manufacture and transport on
the whole quantity, Lis net collections will be at Rupeez 2-8-0 on 9,040 gallons Rupees 22,600,
or with toddy receipts say Rupces".’l,OOO, bejog something less than hisrent. I am disposed to
think that the probable consumption is 10,000{;3110:13, or alittle under one-sixteenth of a gallon per
heal, which would give the renter a moderate profit of about Rnpees 2,500, Of a total number ¢f
122 arrack shops canctioned only 81 have been opened, or cne to every 2,018 people, and only
three toddy shops have taken‘out licenses out of 42, Lnt of course othuis will be opened during tha
palmyra toddy scason. It is tobe noted that the profits allowel to shopkespers this talug are
unnecessarily larze being no less than 10 Pics per bottle or 5 Annag per gallon.

§. Oossoor Tatvq—System of Manaycirent.—This taluq, owinzg to the large consuraplion
of date todly by the people, is one of the most productive as regards Alkiri revenue. The total
‘rental was nearly Rupees 16,000 in 1823-24, of which no less than Rupees 12,000 was for the
toddy contract. In 1839-10 the rental had riscn to Rupees 21,600 anlin 1850-60 to Rs. 33,000.
Thea late contractor paid Rupees 63,000 during the past three years, and the present contractor
pays Rapees 71,000 or "Annas 5-11 per Leal., Upwards of four-ifths of the taluq have been
sub-rented into fourteen farms, and many of these arc azain sub-rented to under-renters. The
wost important of the sub-contracts i3 tkat of Qossoor and surrounding villages, supplying
a population of about 23,000 from 25 arrack and 26 toddy shops. The sub-rental is
Rupees 1,786-12-0 per mensem, being an annual rate of no less than Annas 13-9 per head
on the population of the farm. The next in importance is the farm of Kilamangalam, with a
population of equal amount and an equal number of arrack and todly shops. The sub-reatal,
"however, is on'y Rupees 834 per mensem, being an annual rate of only Annas 6-10 per head.
Kemputty and Baugalore are also important sub-rents in the neighbourhood of the Mysoro
“frontier, with rentals of Rupces 390 and 344 per mensem, giving rates per head of Annas 9-3, ani
Aunnas 4-5.  The total payment by the sub-renters for farms aggregating a population of 152,047,

or four-fiftLs of the whole talaq, is Rupees 57,663 per annum, and supposing the remaining one-fifih
(being Denkanacottah and 33 shops both for arrack and toddy which the renter has still in his own
‘hands) to be only of equal value. the receipts from it would be only Rupces 14,416, so that there
‘would be left a profit of barely 1,000 Rupees to the renter over the amount of the rental. Itis cnly
natarsl, b ~uer, 200w renter sheald ot vl Rz aonan rormeat aoprofitalle purt of
“the district, and supposing the population of it to pay at the rate of 8 Annas per Lead, which would
be considerably lower than the amount pail in two of the sub-rented farms, the renter's receipt
“from the shops retained under his own management would be Rupces 10,190, so that his total
D
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collections would be Rupees 76,8353, being a profit of nearly Rupees 6,000 beyond the rent
payable by lkim. I was assured, bowever, by a resident at Denkanacottah who professed a positive
knowledge of tho fact, that the renters fully expected to realize a profit of Rupees 9,000, as the
sab-rentals which had been agreed to were already Rupees 3,000 in excess of the proper
proportions of the rent of the whole district, and that Rupees 6,000 would certainly be cleared
in the *‘amani” management of locality round Denkanacottah. There are cnly 166 arrack
ehops opened of 206 sanctioned, giving a rate of L,175 persons to each, and 199 toddy shops out of
262 eanctioned, for the whole th]ﬁa. ) s .

9. Prices charged and evasion of the Minimum —In the amani portion of the taluq the
arrack isall madeat a distilleryat Denkanacottahunder the renter'sown superintendence, and thirty-
three shops are supplied thence with liquor of 26° under-proof at an average cost of Rs, 2-13-0
per gallon, they are supposed to sell at 8 annas per bottle, but owing to inaccurate Imeasures,
and largely diluting the liquor, their profits are very much more considerable. The shopkeepers
are also supplied with toddy by the renter who majntains a large establishment for the purpose,
of 50 todly-drawers and 45 watchers, 10 bullock bandies and 13 ponies for transporting the
toddy from the topes, besides G gumastahs and 12 peons to look after his interests both as
regards toddy and arrack, and to make his collectjons fromthe shopkeepers. 1Ile supplies the toddy
in larze pots of 24 measures, or about 4} gallons each for which he charges 8 annas or 12 annas
according to locality, The shopkeepers sell at 4 Pies and 6 Pies per measure, so that they obtain
a profit of from 1 Anna to 2% Annas per pot. In the sub-rented portions of the talug, the actual
retail prices of arrack vary considerably, being as high as Annas 9-4 per bottle, or Rs. 3-8-0
per gallon, at Maddaghery, one of the shops in the Oossoor farm, and as low as 6 Annas per bottle
or Rupees 2-1-0 per gallon, in the Baugalore farm, and in the sub-rented portion of the Oossoor
farm which lies within the Mysore frontier. The liguor is, however, everywhere throughout this
talug of a very superior description being rarely issued below 25° under-proof and the restrietion
28 to winimum price is to a great extent rendered nuzatory at one of the frontier shops wnere
Jiquor of a strength of 16° under-proof is sold at 6 Annag a bottle or Rs. 2-4-0 the gallon being the
precise minimum. I have however, dealt with this subject in the body of the report and will only
herc observe that there is probably good reason for the complaint of the Mysore authorities that the
population of all their frontier villages prefer to walk over the border and obtain their liquor in
Madras Territory instead of consuming the home-made article, and that it could hardly be other-
wise so long as the Mysore liquor is issued to shopkeepers at a strength of 20° under proof, and
sold by them at Rupees 3.8-0 per gallon, and so long a3 our sub-renters, have it in their power,
under their licenses, to distil liquor of any strength they please, and to gel] it at Rupees 2-4-0 per’
gallon. The toddy in the sub-rents of this taluq is managed much on the same
by the renter at Denkanacottah, each sub-renter having had a certain proportion of the date
trees on waste land allotted to him by the renter, and being at liberty to make his own arrange-
ments in regard to trees growing on lands which are private property. Itis very largely consumed
yu all parts of the taluq and is usually sold at 4 pies, 6 pies, or 9 pies, per measure, according to
the importance of the locality and the demand for the beverage.

10.  Estimate of Consumption.—In a sub-rented
difficult to arrive at any reliable estimate of the consumption, but a rough calculation may be

attempted which may prove sufficiently correct for practical purposes. To commence with the
consumption of those portions of the district under the renter's own Immediate management, I
should fix the issues of arrack from hig central distillery at 4,000 gallons per annum. Ilis sti]]
has a capacity of 13 gallons perday or 4,745 gallons per annum, but the consumption of arrack
is hardly likely to be much in excess of one-tenth of a gallon per head asthe population consume a
large quantity of toddy, and at this rate the consumption would be 3,800 gallons. As the cost of
carriage is entirely borne by the shopkeepers, a sum of 12 Annas per gallon will be sufficient to
deduct from the price realized by the reater as his cost of production. s collections will there-
fore be Rupees 2-1-0 per gallon on 4,000 gallons, or Rupees 8,250, and I would fix hig toddy
profits at Rupees 10,000, His realizations from the portions of the taluq immediately under his -

plan as is adopted
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- own management would thus be Rupees 18,250, or a little under 8 Annas per Lead on the popula-

tion, a rate, as already observed, considerably below the collections in the Oossoor far of the

' taluq, and net much in excess of those in several other sub-rents.  This rate of consumption and
collection will, with the amount of the sub-rents, give a gross collection of P.Aup‘c'cs 75,013 or a y
profit of only Rupecs 4,913 on the rent, instead of Rupecs 9,000 which was reported to be the.

amount of his profits. The estimate i3 probably therefure rather below than above the mark., To
proceed to the sub-rented portions of the district, it has already been stated that the amount of the
gub-rentsis Rapess 57,663, and supposing the consumption of arrack to be onc-teath of a gallon per
head, asin the noa-rented parts, the quantity of arrack consumed would be about 15,000 gallons.
As the averafe rate at which the renters supply the shopkeepers is Rs. 2-14-0 per gallon, Rs. 2 per
gallon raay be put down as netreceipts, as owing to the superior strength and quality of liquor sold
in their farms, I would estimate the cost of production at 14 Aunasinsteal of 12 Annas per gallon,
This rate would give a net colleetion of Rupees 30,000 and I would estimate th'e toddy profits at
Tupces 33,000, giving a total collection of Rupees 63,000, or about the amount of rent paid by
them plus 10 per cent. for profity of management. It will be observed that I have fzstimated the
net collections on the sale of tuddy\in the whole Talug at Rupees 43,000, and I am quite satisficd that
thisis, if anything, somewhat below\the actuals. T have obtained access to a former renter’s detailed
accounts for theyear 1863-69,an1 I¥ind that in the old Ooszoor farm, which then consisted of the town
and surrounding villages with a population of less than 20,000, the net collections from tedy were
about Rupees 6,000 or at the rate fnearly 5 Annas per head, whereas my estimate for the whole
distriet i3 less than Annas 3-8 perihead.  Similarly, during the contract referred to, the con-
sumption of arrack in the same fa; was3 6,000 gallous or nearly one-third of a gallon per head,
whereas my estimate is only one-tenth of a gallon per head for the whole district. In favour of
the correctness of this latter figure it may also be stated that the consumption in the outlying
parts of the Bangalore district is cne-fourteenth of a gallon per bead, which may well be raised
to one-tenth when the large towns of Uassoor, Denkannacottal, Kelamangalam, ete., are taken inte
account.

11. Tricmexeope Tarvq.—This talaq like that of Qosscor is managed on the sub-renting
system. In 1829-30 the rental wasonly Rupdes 5,450, and in 18359-60 only Rupees 12,400. In
18U5-66 it rose to Rupees 24,000 but in 1863-G9 it again fell to Rupees 18,500. In 1869-70,
however, it was taken by the father of the present renter for Rupees 25,250 and on his executor’s
represcntation to the Board was sccured to the presont renter at Rupees 20,000, or a rate of only
Annas 1-3 per head. It has been sublet in 56 farms, one of which consists of 162 villages
with a population of 55,000, and 47 arrack shops, and pays a rent of Rupees 7,380 per annumn.
There are four other farms paying upwards of Rupces 2,000 per annum cach, three upwards of
“Rupees 1,000, and the remainder smaller sums.  The total amount of the sub-rents is Rupees
27,469-8-0, giving a clear profit to the renter of Rupees 7,463-8-€, and there were still 13 shops
for which nooffers had been received when I visited the talug, so that the renter’s profits will

* be still further increased when these arelet ; imfact the renter's gamastih almitted to me thas
when all the shopswere let their collections would probably amount to Rupees 30,000, so that
the eventual profits may well be fixed at Rupees 9,000. At the shops I visited the liquor was
from 40° to 50 under-proof and was sold at one Anna the dram of 43 onuces, being at the rate of
about 5§ Annas per bottle or Rupees 2-1-0 per gallon, arate below the minimum price ; and in a
statement prepared by the Tasildar it is stated that the retail price of the liquor is from 4 Agnas
to 6 Annas the ordinary bottle. This matter has been brought to the notice of the Collector and
the necessary orders have, I believe, already been issued. There is 3 very small consumption of
palmyra toddy in this taluq during the season, for which 14 toddy shops are sanctioned, but ag yet
none of them have been opened. There are 229 stills sanctioned in the renter’slicense, and of these
214 arc already at work and 168 arrack shops are opened out of 229 etered in the license, being a
shep to every 1,48C people. The renter’s manager estimated the gross consumption of arrack in

- the taluq at GO gallons per day, or about 22,000 gallons per annum, being one-eleventh of a gallon
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per head. The process of manufacture is of the simplest and most inexpensive nature, and the cost .
can barely amount to 12 Annas per gallon; o, if the liquor is sold at the minimum price Rupees
2-4-0, the collections of the sub-renter will amount to Rupees 1-8-0 per gallon on 22,000 gallons or
Rupees 33,000 giving them a handsome profit in addition to any collection from toddy which,

Lowever, will not probably realize more than Rupces 700 or 800,

-

he bas adopted is hizhly disapproved by the Board, and will desire him to re-open a sufficient
number of shops for the sale of -toddy to meet the wants of the public, and, should he decline to
do 80, he will submit the matter for the further orders of the Board,

12.  Nawacur TarcQ.—The revenue of this talug was Rupees 4,600 in 1819.20. 1In : . _5' The Board much question whether the fagk of tha Rartsr having obtained a monopoly
1849-50 it had risen to Rupees 6,650, and in 1839-60 to Rupees 13,500, During the late { - O 108 §%lic ol Winy Virpan gives, Y= apy right to otecline to 1ssue any licenses for its disposal,
contract the rental was Rupees 31,400, but at the recent auction the present contract was purchased. though, a3 shown in paragraph 16 of the report, as he is at liberty to charge what ‘rates he
by a new renter at Rupces 27,200 only, or at a rate of Annas 1-8 per head on the population. It ! plefases he can virtually stop all consumption of the article by offering it only at prohibitive
is managed on the sub-renting system, like the talugs of Oossoor and Trichengode, but the farms prices. . . '
are much smaller, being 69 in number, and consisting of 163 arrack shops and 13 toddy shops | o 6. The Collectors of other districts will be requested in a separate Circular to report whethep
inall. There are 13 arrack shops and one toddy shop, supplying a population of about 10,000 ! similar practices are followed by the Renters in other parts of the Presidency,
people, still undisposed by the renter. In no case do the sub-rents consist of more than seven ; 7. In the event of the Government approving of Mr. Dalyell's further employment on thig

arrack shops, and they are frequently confined to one. The highest sub-rent is Rupees 243 per special duty, the Board recommend that he be authorized temporarily to entertain a_ person

mensem with seven arrack shops from which 15 villagzes with a population of 17,206 are supplied. ) qualified t? assist him in the preparation of statistics, etc., on a salary of Rupees 100 per
The average number of people to each arrack shop opened is 1,673 and the amount of rent mensem.  The cost can be met from the Budget provision for Temporary Establishments,

payable to the renter isin all Rupees 29,931-12-0 per annum, which will probably be increased to

| .

say, Rupees 31,000 when the remaining thirteen shops are sub-rented. The profits of the fa}'m 4' No. 162, , ORrDER THEREO)WlsTanuary 18f3 No. 81

will then be Rupces 3,800 if the sub-renters pay the sums agreed upon.. The sub-renters are of ! - ] ) B Ok,

course in many cases the shopkeepers themselves and they are reported to sell at from 7 Annas ; o , . Separate Revenue, No." 16, , Tae Government concur with the
to 8 Annas the bottle. They distil the liquor for themselves by the most primitive process and ; . Board that these investigations into the
it is usually of wretched quality from 45° to 50° under-proof. At a few shops which I visited . ; I z‘flbkdrz. ‘ Abkér system should be exterded to
however in out-of-the-way localities, I found them selling at 4 Annas and 5 Annas per bottle, , , 1 two or three other dictriets. 'On their
considerably below the minumum price, and at one shop the rate of sale was posted up as ; . .

"Rupees 1-4-0 per gallon or 4 Annag the bottle and 9 Pies th» dram. The gallon referred to % ~-o- -
was of course the ordinary gallon of five bottles, whichis in invariable use throughout the

district between renters and shopkeepers, though the Abkari Act deals oaly with the Imperial

gallon of six bottles. I may here state that in the present report the firures refer exclusively . . (True Extract.)

to the latter measure. There are only 14 toddy shops sanctipned for the talug and the sale is . .

very trifling during the palmyra toddy season and will not probably amount to more than Rupees (Slgned) D, F. CARMICHAEL,
500. The consuwption of the taluq is estimated by the local oficers at 25,000 small gallons, or ’Secretary to Government,
nearly 20,800 imperial gallous, being about one-thirteenth of a gallon per head. If the sub- i
renters sold this quantity at Rupees 2-4-0 the minimum price, their collections, exclusive of toddy, ‘
would amount allowing 12 Annas per gallon on account of cost of production, to Rupees 31,200. ]
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Tue foregoing report will be submitted to Government with reference to their Order under
Cate 16th August 1872, No. 1,202a, Revenue Department. |

2. Mr. Dalyell brings to notice several serious irregularities and defects in the present
system of Abkiri administration, but the Board do fiot deem it necessary to record any lengthened
remarks on the subject, at present, as they concur with Mr., Dalyell in considering that a general
report of the nature indicated is desirable, and as no effectual remedy can be applied to most of
the abuses alluded to until the ‘expiration of the present Abkiri contracts in 1875,

' h a To'the Board of Revenue,
i s» the Accountant-General, -
»» R. A, Dalyell, Esq,

3. The Board accordingly beg to recommend that Mr. Dalyell be authorized to continue his
investigations in the manner suggested by him, and, if found necessary, to visit two or three other : °
districts in which the Renters’ systems of management may differ from those in operatlion in ‘ :

M L e e e

Salem, . |

4. In the meantime, his present report will be communicated to the Collector of Salem, '
whose_special attention will be drawn to the remarks made in paragraph 3 respecting the \ . -
cessation of toddy sales in the Salem talug. Mr. Longley will inform the Renter that the course ' hxd. F. R. Bantleman,
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li in order to stimulate the sale of arrack. All toddy, whether da'te, Palm;:ra, or cocoanut,
l(vl‘llllmf." ment in from 12 to 24 hours and then becomes a highly intoxicating liquor. .It can be
:olnveil;ed into jaggery by boiling immediately after it is drawn, chunam lzeing placed in the pot
during the process of drawing the liquor from the tree to prevent fermentation. - .

:. Process or MANUFACTURE OoF SPIRITS AND Cosr.-—In. most of t'he'taluqs w ic .are m : Ihe
on the Amani or Personal system of management the stll.ls :fre similar to those in us<‘a md e
Mysore province, being of a primitive description, but Iargf;e in size, and made of cop;;er, a? oxqt
zhi Oossoor Talug, where undoubtedly the best liquor is manufactured, the sul;—ren ter(;x :Z;Jugs
invariably use a still of the same description, but smaller in capacity. In the Tlu -renne' OnSisczs
f Namcul and Trichengode however, where the farms are much smaller, the sti us:u}:; yec iste
(s)imply of two earthenware pots, the upper one, wh.ich i.s tixed on tohi.:hle; lower. \.vbltofatgzs ;o(s)t
cowdung and mud, having a bamboo tube inserted m_to it through whic t a splln o e moss
inferior quality is distilled. The process of fermentation appears to be pretdy near.yS po sumo tnall
arts of the district. It iscarried out in the common earthenwzfre pots and occupie " of o
? teen days according to the state of the weather. The materials u.sed for the preparation (1)
‘?ur sh” or ““wort” are the same in the different localities, being exther.sugar-cane, or pa'myrat.‘
e or sugar-cane molasses {and sometimes a combination of them) with a small. pfoportlon 0
e bark L-s,t,he bark of the Mimosa trea is called by the natives. At the Salem dxstlller.y I was
.Vella”‘ al: ta ight pots of wash, containing 6 maunds (about 25} 1bs. each) of palmyra jaggery
mfo:innee(}itwai'the ?nolagses and th; usual quantity of bark, produced only 7% gall(;ms ofd st;;llr:ts-xt ?f
400 ’ i der-stated, and that it is
0 roof, but I am satisfied that the outturn was very much unde , .
ﬁl)orzx;i:r;ikely that 12 gallons was the usual prodl;;'e; fo; at.l)‘::a:?%og:); 33?; a.pr:x;t;nd X’tpglun(;)c rrf
j id to produce one gallon of spiri . Ou
a“ﬁ Sl;izr:::z;:i%e;,yg:ra:sc:z;djagggy, with ﬁveg viss of bark,rproduce(ll1 11 gz:l]:;g zi dsgr;:zoz}t'
Seel zar- jaggery gave 22 gallons at 2 ;
29¢ under proof; at Oossoor 9 maunds of sugar-cane _]acb'e;:"egr et o 6 s o roof
at Kitnaghetly 4511111:;‘ ’;‘1‘5 ::irri,tasl ?;rz;:du?(fefpﬁzj cOon t);xe whole, I came to the conclusi?n
plone gave gda ic') jagzery or $ths of a maund of molasses, combined with one viss of bark, will
that halt ama‘;{l ﬂ‘otJ flfe process of distillation generally in force in Salem, a-n averagze of
producs, e l'n?t Ot say 30° under proof, and that the cost of these materials will not exce.ed
one gatlon of si““ . ae;timyate of the contractors' expenses, which will be found in the.Appendxx,
e A Z mys er gallon for firewood, cooly-hire, and cost of renters’ estabhshme.nt, ‘as
Lhave a0 e lntna rel;tei have fixed 12 Annas as the gross cost of arrack, and as the district
covera! ?f ﬁi" a1e nd Trichengode informed me that in the one talug the cost of a gall'on of
Oﬂic'iﬂls e ::md in the o;her 13 Annas. I am satisfied, however, that thisisa very.lzben?l
spiriewas ) ADII)MI?, that 2 Annas per gallon, which I have in some cases allowed fox: carriage, is
o ekleveln roof of this I may mention that at the Madras Town distillery it is-
wls0 sbove the mar étable pbusiness to supply liquor to Government at 12 Annas per gallen (.or
e beha 1;:10 allon of five bottles) and that 350 maunds of palmyra jaggery prcfduce 7'10
e t'e'to t€g30° under proof. I ascribe the increased yield to the fermentation being
galons Offsfﬁ“ s a‘rw."ed than can be the case at native distilleries, for it is well known th.at the
nioi‘; i‘;’; :uilir?ya ofa the spirit depend far more upon this operation being properly carried out
sie ot
than on any~0ther I')qar:vixf;(tzl:le 'lr):;:cej\sniifxlﬁ{::nzmx MaNaGep.—The spirituous and fermented
1i > df::if)jd (ijx; the two preceding paragraphs form the sources of Abkiri taxatioil, but they
’quo:the; charged with an Excise duty, nor is the sale of them taxed byh heavy.l.xtcensedfeti}s(;
The i iri ing those spirits an
51 rivilege of manufacturing country spirits and of selling p '
g;lifnifx(tﬂelfll 1c‘:)?ml;ry ]iqior called “toddy,”" is reserved fby lzw ;o Gove:;mslz:;t, ar’}(; ::Z (j(:),:terr:cz:lser;:
ayment of a fixed annu .
traﬂSfe“':‘:”t:s \cvc:::enfllcii;:esro;e;;etr:;(;):rspu; to 1850, and since that date :.1t open auction sale.
'rl'el::zlll; district contractors almost invariably adopted the system of apporh?r?mg ltlhfi tlczltz;l r:::
payable for the whole district among a certain number of sub-renters, usually each Lo ing
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taluq, and retained the principal taluq in their own hands. Their profits thus depended upon the
recoipts from this taluq, minus any losses which might accrue owing to the talug sub-renters
failing to pay the rent agreed upon. The sub-renters of talugqs adopted precisely the same system,
apportioning the gross rent payable by them among under-renters of portions of their talugs, and
retaining the chief town, and occasionally a few surrounding villages in their own hands, These
under-renters again frequently sub-let portions of their own farms either to shopkeepers or others
on tho same plan. So Iong as the rent paid to Government was fixed at the very moderate figures
of former years, thig system afforded an casy mode of realizing a comfortable income tp a larze
number of persons connested with the Abkiri farms without any very serious risks.
siderable rise in the rents, however, during the past ten years rendered it necessary for the
contractors to consider whether such 3 mode of management, though an easy one, was the most
efficient as a means of collecting revenuc. The result hag been the adoption of late yeare of what
is called the “* Amanj” system of management in six out of the nine taluq farms of the district,
Under this system the contractor makes the whole of the spirits required for consumption at one
or more centrally situated distilleries and deals directly with the shopkeepers both for this liquor
and for toddy which he obtaing through the toddy-drawers on certain terms,

The con-

country spirits and of selling toddy is vested solcly in them, with the simple restrictions that

8, ror at other than the sanctioned shops,
it is clear that they are at liberty to adopt such plans for the disposal of liguor, and to sell liquor
of such quality as apipears to them to be likely to realize the largest return. For instance if a

renter finds it most orofitable to enh-rent every shop in his farm, making an entire transfer to
the shopkeeper of his exclusive privileges in rezard to the locality supplied by that stop, he is
at liberty to do so. The shopkeeper then has it in his power to supply to the public only such
liquors at such prices (never below the minimum prescribed) as he thinks most conducive to his
own profit.  Should the date palm, palmyra, and cocoanut tree flourish in the tract of country
consigned to him, he is at liberty to supply the residents of the locality with the toddy produced
by all of these trees, by any one class of them only, or by none of them,wjust as be may find most
profitable to himsclf. If he should find date toddy more profitable thanfpalmym or cocoanut
toddy, he has it in his power to deprive the” public of the latter beverages altozether, and the
owners of the trees of the profits which they would have obtained on its sale to him. Or, should
he be of opinion that the sale of arrack is more profitable than the sale of toddy he can dizcon-
tinue the sale of the latter altogether in view to stimulating the sale of the stronger liquor, and
this Le may either sell of the very best quality at proof strength, or of the most inferior kind at
507 or 60° below proof. Ie is further at liberty to charge such prices (in excess of the minimum
rates) both for arrack and toddy as scem fit to him, and as he is an exclusive monopolist the
residents of his farm must pay the price he asks, or do without the liquor.

7. ProGrEss OF tHE Arkarr Revesce.—In the first year of the century the district
collections under Abkiri amounted to Rupecs 40,00, but in 1802 they fell to Rupees 26,4453,
and did not again reack the former sum until 1820. From this period there wasa steady
improvement up to 1832, when this branch of the revenue had reached Rupees 68,790; but in the
following year, which was one of scarcity in many parts of the Presidency, the collections fel] to -
Rupees 51,022, and did not recover their former proportions until 1839 when g3 sum of
Rupees 71,595 was realized. From 1839 to 1817 the collections varicd from the last named
amount to Rupees 89,230, and in 1848 the Abkari revenue of the district was leased to threo
joint contractors for a sum of Rupecs 86,500, per annum, for three years. The next two leasps
were each for the same period, and were tiken up by the same contractors at Rupees 96,010 and
Rupees 1,01,100 per annum. In 1837 the same parties took the contract for five years at
Rupees 1,36,010, per annum, but in 1862 one Vencatachelliah, a Mysore Brahmin, obtained g
five years’ contract at auction for Rupees 1,91,000. The same persen, or rather a relative on
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his behalf, also became contractor for the year 1837-G3, at an increase of upwardtshoia;:fhfzfr'
Rupees, viz., Rupees 2,91,150, and in the following .yea.r‘ the lease was let .to a.nfo ;:hrze yzars

Rupees 2,91,100. In 1869 the District Abkari was disposed of at_opi:n auc(tlmg, (::; o presen;
by taluq farms and realized a gross annual sum of Ru.pees 3,30,5-00, and during e presen
year a similar contract was disposed of, to terainate in June 1373, at a gross ann

RupeSFZS %ﬁ'ﬁigp RESULTS OF INvEsrigatioNs.—I have tleerr.led i't advisauvie not tofencuml':e;il;et
body of the report with the detailed accounts of my investigations mtf) the system;.o lza?:izz ont
in each farm and their results. I have accordingly placed them in an Appendix, bu ¥

summarized in the following table :(—
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Nistmagberry- 1 30| 3 913 60 36°‘, 312 0 40°tod3?) 21,000( § | 11,150 g,ggg L33
Iripatore... ... ! 2610002 913 6 0 307312 0 5070567 10800] s | LS7| 3,000 1486
ienguerty e | 2100|2403 6 0 35° 813 0 ... L0001 3 | 2,800 ) 1400 2,018
oo s ) 7100|5112 18 0 16°t0 207 3 o 0 20°t0 257 19,0001 45 | 491314 ‘sou*' e
ticheopode e ool 2000000 1 3] ceeee | eeveen 3 4 o , Tt X 15
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e e ] 20,2 3 4 0 0°]_20,800| i - i
Totale 3,70,95 |3 0] woouns t . l ...... 1,87,300 | 4 | 45,792 |58 9oo]
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It will be seen that the average contribution to the revenue throughout the whole distri.ct
is 3 Annas per head, the rates in the different farms varying from. Annas 5.-11 per hea(.i in
Oossoor to Anna 1-3 per head in Trichengode. The form.er very hizh rate. is t? be ascnl?eg
almost entirely to the large consumption of date toddy whfch take:‘J pl:.zce in this talug, an
if it be excluded from the calculation as exceptionally situated 1!; wxll. be foand that the
farms which are managed on the ‘‘ Amani’ system are much more frultful in revenue'than those
of Namcul and Trichengode which are ma._naged on the sub-renting system. It will aI-so be
perceived that the retail price varies from the minimum rate Rupees 2-1-0 per gallon in the
two last named farms to Rupees 3-12-0 per gallon in Tripatore and.Utengberry, and that the
strength at which spirits are issued is from 16° to 20° under proof. in the northern talugs of
Oossoor and Kistnagherry; that it falls to 35° and 38° under proof m'the central talugs, and
is as low as 40° and 50° under proof in the southern talugs. In f%ct it would appear that the
cooler the atmosphere the more powerful must be the liquor provided for co'nsumptxon. The
table also exhibits my estimate of the consumption of arrack in each farm, varying from #th of a
gallon per head, per annum, in the Salem Taluq to ysth and {%th of a gall?n in I?tenghe_zrry and
Ahtoor, and giving 187,300 gallens as the consumption of the whole district, be'mg an aver.ag-e
rate of a little over i%th of a gallon per head per annum. I am disposed.to think that this is
a tolerably correct estimate, as through the valuable assistance of Mr. Pnt.chard, the present
Abkiri renter of the Chingleput District, I have obtained access to the detailed accounts of .a
late renter of that farm who managed the entire district on the *‘ Amani” system, and I find his
issues of arrack, from July 1869 to March 1871, were at the average rate of about 70,000
gallons per annum, being a consumption of about {5th of a gallon her head, and the very
large toddy consumption of that district (realizing for the late ren?er about one lakh of Rupees per
annum) as compared with the consumption of the same liquor in .Salem will f'ully accoun't for
the slight increase in the consumption of arrack in the latter district. Supposing my estimate
of the net amount of toddy receipts in each farm, aggregating about Rupecs 59,000 for the whole
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distr}ct, to be correct and deducting ten. per cent. of this sum for renters’ proﬁ,ts on todldy,
Rupees 53,100 may be viewed as the toddy rent of the district, and Rupecs 3,17,850 will
remain as the arrack revenue, being in other words an Excise duty of ahout Rupees 1-11.2
per gallon on the estimated consumption of 187,300 gallons. The estimated profits of the
several renters are also entered in the statement, and will be seen to vary from Rupees 1,837
per annum in the Utengherry farm to Rupees 11,150 per annum in the Tripatore farm, and
to reach a total sum of Rupecs 43,792, It is, however, to he observed that these profits are
computed on the supposition that arrack cannot be male profitably, or transported to a
distance at lower rates than 12 Annas and 14 Annas per gallon.

9. ProBasLe Prorirs o CoNTRACTORS U
fixing upon these rates as the average cost of
are fully detailed in paragrap

NDER THE ExPERDMENTAL sysTEM.—My reasons for
the production and distribution of country spirits
h 4 above, and I may here state, incidentally, that if they are fairly
'correc.t, as I have every reason to suppose them to be, one of the first results of my prescnst
tnvestigations must bLo the knowledze that the terms on which the new experimental Exciso
system has been introduced into the two northern and three home districts are extraordinﬁrily
favourable to the contractors. It is not to be supposed that the cost of distilling spirits at 80
under proof can be much higher in the districtsin which this experiment is being conducted than
it is in the Salem District or in the town of Madras. Indecd the Chingleput District is supplied
from the Madras Town distillery,  Supposing then that 14 Annas per gallon be allowed as cost
of manufacture and distribution, it will be perceived that the contractor of the Ganjam and
Vizagapatam Districts, who pays an Excise duty of only Rupees 1-8-0 per gallon, will obtain
as profit, such a sum per gallon as his selling price may exceed Rupees 2-G-0 ;and the contractors
of Chingleput, North Arcot, and South Arcot, whe pay an Excise daty of Rupees 1-12-0 per
gallon, such sums as their selling prices may exceed Rupees 2-10-0. I understand that in all
parts of the latter districts Rupees 3 per gallon has been of tute the Lowest selling price; aud 1 \lw”
former it has been for long the fixed minimum price, so that the contractors' net profits will
probably be considerably under-estimated at 1 Rupee per gallon in ‘the Northern Districts and
8 Annas per gallon in the Ceatral Districts, and when it ig remewbered that the yearly con-
sumption will probably be not less than 500,000 gallons, it will be seen that a very large sum
will be annually divided among the four firms concerned, At the same time it is questionable
whether a larger revenue would have been secured under the old system than will now be realized,
and, at any rate, the accurate knowledge that will be obtained of the value of the contraets
will be of much use in determining upon the system oa which the Abkiri revenue of the Presidency
is to be managed in future. Furthermore, if it be admitted that it is the duty of State when
granting the monopoly of supply of any article of consumption to any private parties fo take
such measures as will insure that the article shall be supplied of the very best description, it is
at least a step in the right direction to commit the distillation of spirits to the hauds of intelli-
gent persons who are likely to realize the difficulty and delicacy of the operation. Simple as it
may appear the process is by no means an easy one, and ag already noticed in parazraph 4 above
the yield of spirits from the same quantity of materials frequently varies very considerably owing
to some defect in the fermentation of the *“ wort.” Indeed a scientific distiller has stated that
‘* Fermentation is the most importaat stage through which the materials in the hands of tho
distiller have to pazs, and one which not only demaads considerable skill and attention for its
proper management, but also requires extensive knowledze both of the principles of Chemistry,
and of practical rezults,”

10. CoMPARATIVELY SMALL NUMBER OF SANCTIONED SHOIS OPEVED —It will be further
cbserved from the tablo given in parazraph 8 above that the number of persons to cach arrack-skop
varies very considerably in the different talugs, and it will be found from the details given in the
Appendix that in most of them only a proportion of the shops sanctioned had been opened at the
time of my visits. Tam informed that this was partially owing to the invariable practice of the
renters to obtain sanction for a larger number of shops than they immediately require, in order to

provile for any possible future increase of consumption, and also was partly to be ascribed to the
B
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recent period at which the contracts had been formed (1st July last) which had not enabled the EJ
e all their arrangements with the shopkeepers. . I have, therefore, laboured -

renters to complet h re,
under the disadvantage of prosecuting my inquiries a few months too soon, and this is the more

apparent in recard to the palmyra toddy, the scason for which does not commence until the end "
of the year, My information on the subject has consequently, as already stated, been almost
entirely derived from others and not from my own observations. .
11. Tiucrr Distinatiox AND THE Dowie stsTEM.—Though I made c.onsta'nt inquiries in
all parts of the district regarding illicit distillation, I received no information- either from the

(=]

Oficers of Government or the contractors, which leads me to suppose that it is at all general.

When it is remembered that a bottle of spirits can be distilled for 2 Annas in the backyard of

any shopkeeper with, as it seems tome, very little prospect of detection, and that he usually has
to pay the distiller and contractor in those talugs which are manazel on the ““Amani’ system from

7 Annas to 9 Annas for the same quantity, and has often himself been a sub-renter and distiller

under the old system of management, one would suppose that very frequent attempts would be
made to evade the duty, and increase retail profits in this manner, and I fully expected to find

that either the so-called ** Dowle™ system would be strictly enforced between the contractors and |

their shopkeepers, or that at any rate a large detective establishment would be maintained by the
renters to protect their interests. I was assured, however, by every contractor whom I consulted
on the subject, that neither the one nor the other was found to be necessary, as the fear of the
penalties of the law was amply sufficient to prevent any attempt at smuggling, and that, though
in some farmsthe ¢“Dowle’ system was in operation, its provisions were hardly ever enforced. I
should explain thatunder it every shopkeeper or vendor enters into a penal engagement or ‘““Dowle”
with the contractor to take and dispose of so many gallons of liquor per diem. In the event of

his failing to act up to this engagement he will forfeit his deposit money and lose his shop. When"
Hhe cutluacie. o allstiing Lia shops at the commencement of his lease, the party who offers to-
cngzage to take the largest quantity of liquor per diem will probably obtain the shop. By this

means the maximum consumption of the locality in which each shop is situated is completely
gauged by the contractor, and he has in every shopkeeper a careful detective agent against illicit
distillation, and one who is never likely to attempt such a fraud himself, nor to endeavour to
increase his own profits by diluting the liquor supplied to him by the contractor ; for, inasmuch
as he is already bound under risk of loss to take from the renter the full quantity of liquor likely
to b consumed in the locality, it will be to his own special detriment if any portion of that
consumption is supplied by illicitly distilled spirits, as the sale of his own liquor must be inter-

fered with to a precisely equal extent, and the same result would follow should he increase the:

quantity of his own liquor by dilution. I believe that this system has been perfectly successful
in checking illicit distillation and dilution in the town of Madras, and that it is very generally in
foree between contractors and shopkeepers in the other districts of the Presidency.

12. IrrEGULARITIES AND DEFECTS OF THE SALEM sysTEM.—The chiefirregularities and defects
of the Salem system of Abkdri, which came under my immediate notice during my present tour, were

the following:—(1). The almost invariable absence of the shop notice boards which are required, .
under license, to specify the name of the shopkeeper and the price of the liquor sold at his shop ;-
(2) the occasional sale of arrack below the minimum price, especially in the Namcul and ‘

Irichengode Talugs, and the absence of any prescribed standard strength for spirits; (3) the
universal variation in the measures used by the shopkeepers in the sale of spirits; (4) the
dilution of the spirits by the shopkeepers in order to increase their profits at the expense of the
renters ; (5) the want of any clauses in the renters’ licenses, requiring them to provide the
inhabitants of their farms with such beverages as are acceptable to them and easily procurable in
the locality; (6) The inferior quality of the spirits sold in many farms, especially in the sub-
rented talugs of Namcul and Trichengode; and (7) the almost invariable adoption in all Abkdri
transactions of the ordinary gallon of five bottles instead of the Imperial gallon of six bottles,
which is prescribed by law.

13. IxcoMPLETENESS OF PRESENT LicExnses.—The only irregularities which are provided for

under the present licenses are the want of notice boards and the sale of liquor below the mini--
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mum price, and the Collector has informed me that he will at once put the law in force in regard
to them. T have suggzested that the notice boards should specify the price of the liquor per
gallon, per bottle, and per dram of so many to the bottle, as I found it to be a constant practice
to alter the size of the dram rather than to increase its price, and the 1 Anna dram consequently
varies in almost every taluq according as the liquor issold for 6, 7, 8, 9 or 10 .Annas the bottle. Tke
sale of liyuor below the minimum price has been, doubtless, generally discontinued, owing to the
increased rents paid of late years having rendered it absolutely necessary to charge a high price
for liquor; in other words the duty has in fact been steadily increased, but in the comparatively
lowly rented talugs of Trichengode anl Namecul such sales no doubt do take place, and they are
cncouraged by the systera of small sub-rents which are there in force, as a petty under-renter and
shopkeeper will often be disposed to evade the law in this respect if he finds that his liquor is
left on his hands & the higher rates of price, but takes at the lower figure, for he is bound to pay
the renter the amount of his sub-rent whatever his sales may be, and every bottle he can sell at
any price in excess of 2 Annas (estimated average cost of production) will be a source of profit to
him, unless its sale at that figure should have the effect of preventing the sale by him of a bottle
of spirits at a higher price. The system of fixinz a minimum price without specifying a standard
strength for liquor is, however, radically-defective because, as explained in the Appendix in
rezard to the sales which take place on the Mysore frontier, the rule can be practically evaded by
issuing liquor at a higher strength. For instance, supposing the present minimum price of 6 Annas
abottle (Rs. 2-1-0 per gallon) to have been fixed urter the idea that the ordinary strength of
liquor was 30° under proof (a strength considerably in excess of the liquor usually supplied to the
public by most of the Abkdri contractors of the Presidency) then if the liquor should be issued at
10° under proof instead of 30° under proof, the six Anna bottle will represent upwards of a bottle
and a quarter of the inferior spirit, and the actual price of the ordinary spirit at 30° under proof
wiil be 125 vhan Twupees 1-14-0, per grulén, instead of Rupees 2-4-0, though no breach of the
law or Jicense will have taken place. ]

1. Waxt oF Staxparp Mrasures axp Rore saarnsT Ditution.—The variation in the
reasure by which liquor is sold is inconvenient, inasmuch as it enables a dishonest shopkeeper to
exact more from his customers in the shape of profit on the retail transaction than he should do,
and also makes it difficult to compare the taxation or consumption of different localities. The
Abkiri Act reserves power to the Board of Revenue to prescribe the measures to be used in the
sale of liquors, and this would have been done some years back had it not been for the uncertain
position in which the general question of weights and measures then stood. Indeed a large
supply of Imperial liquid measures was obtained from England and issued to the districts, but no
orders for their adoption have yet been pissed. The same objection applies to the dilution of
liquor, and so long as it is not provided against by license renders it an easy matter for &
shopkeeper to interfere with the protits of the renter who manages his farm on the ‘*Amani”
system, inasmuch as the dilnted liquor will displace an equal quantity of uadiluted spirits for

" which the full price has been paid.

15. Tae suerLY of Goop LIQUOE AND FULL MLASURE sHOULD RE 1NsUrED.—The inferior
quality of the liquor frequently supplied to the public, and the want of any condition of the
license requiring the renters to supply certain liquors, arc also matters which scem to require

attention, but which cannot be dealt with so long as the present forms of licenses are maintained

unaltered. It must not be forgotten that the inhabitants of an Abkari farm are at present, as
observed in paragraph 6 above, absolutely in the hands of the monopolist contractor, and are
Lound to accept whatever liquor he chooses to provide for them or to abstain altogether. Now it
seems to me that the State when granting a monopoly of this description is bound to do so under
such restrictions as will protect the interests of the public, and those interests appear to be parti-
cularly affected by all the four irregularities referred to in this and the preceding paragraph,
viz., the use of measures other than standard, the dilution of liquor, the supply of spirits of an
inferior character, and the occasional non-supply of beverages which are available in the locality
and would be acceptable to the people. The fact that no complaints have been received on the
subject must not be taken to show that there has been and is no cause for complaint, for it must
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be remembered that the body of the people who are the consumers of spirituous and fermented
liquors belong to the most uneducated and uninfluential classes, and would therefore be slo.w' to
make complaints against a renter who would be supposed to have the support of the authorities.
Further, should a person of a superior condition find reason for complaint, he would be lvath to
bring it forward, asit would at once stamp him as a person given to the consumption of liquor which
in itself would be viewed as a diszrace. The remedy would, however, be of veryeasy application ;
for it would merely be necessary that the Board of Revenue should prescribe, by notification, that
all liquor shall be sold by Imperial liquid measure, that is to say_by the gill (or dram), pint,
quart, and gallon. The gill or unit of measurement would run 53 to the ordinary bottle, not
much larger than the old Madras dram of six to the bottle, and if charged for at 13 Anna would
represent Rupees 3 per gallon, or at 2 Annas, Rupees 4 per gallon. The half gill might be the
ordinary dram charged for at 9 Pies, or 1 Anna according to locality. The quality of liquor
and its non-dilution, and the supply of all available country liquors, might also be provided for
in the renter’s license. It would be only necessary to specify in it (1) that no arrack shall
be sold below the minimum standard strength, that'is to say so many degrees under proof, by
Sykes’s Hydrometer; and (2) that shops shall be provided for the sale of such toddy as the locality
may produce.

16. MaxiMoM PRICE oF LIQUOR SBOULD BE PRESCRIZED.—It will be obvious, however, that
this latter provision would be nugatory so long as a renter is permitted to charge what price he
pleases for liquor in excess of the minimum price, for if he desired to check the sale of toddy
and increase that of arrack it would only be necessary for him to put a prohibitive price on the
former, which would doubtless have the effect he desired. I am disposed, therefore, to think that
a maximum as well as a minimum price should be prescribed in the license, and I would extend it
both to arrack and toddy. It has been shown in my Report on the Mysore system of Abkiri
Liow the want of this maxiinum, as regards the former liquor, has had the effoct of enghling._ the
Jdistillers to place a heavy tax on the consumers for their own benefit, and its necessity as regards
the latter is shown above. ) )

17. Lixitep ExpERIENCE.—It will be observed that in this report I bave confined myself to
deseribing the state of circumstances which I found existent in the Salem District as regards the
management of the Abkéri revenue, and suggesting such corrections of the abuses and defects of
the present system as are easily attainable even in the present state of the law. With a practical
experience of only one district, I should have much hesitation in committing myself to any positive
recommendations as to the best mode on which this branch of revenue can be managed, the more
so as I am bound to confess that the first result of the more extended investigations which my
tour in the Salem District has enabled me to make, has been to convince me of my hitherto
profound ignorance of the practical working of our Abkari system, a want of knowledge, however,
which I believe was shared by most of the Revenue Officers of the Presidency, owing to the
special reasons to which I have adverted in paragraph 2 above. I would also desire to point out
that when I stated in my Report on the Mysore Abkari that I was disposed to think that a modifi-
cation of the Mysore system would be the best for India, (a statement which the Board incorrectly
supposed to contain a recommendation in favour of the general adoption of Madras Town system
of management,) I took especial care to add that this conclusion was only the result of my investi-
gations in that province, and particularly alluded to my very limited general experience of the spe-
cial subject.

18. FURTHER INQUIRIES DESIRABLE.—When it i3 remembered that the Abkiri revenue of
the Presidency is, at present, not very much short of’ three-quarters of a million, sterling, and that
an efficient system of future management can hardly fail still further to develope its proportions,
it will probably be deemed advisable that the whole subject should be more thoroughly gone into
before any important changes of system are determined upon. A cursory inspection of the records
::i' the Board of Revenue which bear upon the question has made me aware that considerable
discussion took place in the earlier years of the century, in which Sir Thomas Munro and other
well known administrators took part, as to the most efficacious system of Abkiri management,
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and, should the Board and the Government edncur in'my opinion that further inquiry is desire
able, I should wish to make a complete examination of these records and also to ascertain partly
by communication with the District Officers, and partly by personal investization, at suitable
perieds, in a few more districts, what the actual practical working of the present renting system is
throughout the Presidency. I believe that after an inquiry of this description I should be alle to
prepare a really complete report on the entire subject.  With such areport before them, as well as
tho detailed results of the experimental system now in force in the two northern and three home dis-
tricts, the Board and Government would Le in a position to come to a satisfactory determination 2
to whether a radical change of system is really expedient, or whetlier such reforms and modifica-
tions of the present system as would check abuses and supply defects would meet the requircments
of the case.

APPENDIX.

Sarex TatvqQ.—The Abkdri revenue of this taluq has increased from Rupees 6,860 in 1819-20,
to Rupees 89,950 the present rent.  The contractor is one Muthut Sahib, who has been connected
vith the District AbLdri for very many years, having been one of the joint renters of the entire
district from 1543 to 1862, and having held the Salem taluq during the late triennial contract.
The greater portion of the taluq is managed on the ‘“amani’ system, the principal distillery
being situated one mile out of the town of Salem. A portion of the Razipoor division is sub-
reuted for an annual sum of Rupees 11,292, but the sub-renter has transferred his sub-rent to
three other parties at a small profit, and they hLold, respectively, thirty stills and thirty-six arrack
ghops ; two stills and four arrack shops ; and four stills and five arrack shops. The first of theso
under-renters again, has sub-rented seven of his shops to three separate persons. There are also
three stills and four shops sub-rented in the Womaloor division of the taluq for a sum of Rs. 1,500,

The whale of the Salem division, the whole of tha Womaloor division, except the last-named shops,

and about one-third of the Razipoor division are” "~tained by the renter in his own hands. For
the supply of these localities he has opened 149 shops which draw their liquor entirely from his
distitlery at Salem which can turn out 126 gallons of spirits per day. The arrack is supplied by
him to the shop-keepers in the town of Salem at Rupees 3, per gallon, at about 40° under-proof.
They sell at the same rate, making their profit by dilution and short measure. In the vil-
lages of the Salem division, the distiller’s charge is Rlupees 2-8-0 per gallon, and the shop-
keepers sell to the public at Rupees 2-12-0. In the Womaloor t‘iivision the retail price is Rs. 2-8-0
and the liquor is supplied to the shopkeepers at Rupees 2-1-0. In Razipoor the retail price is
Rupees 2-4-0 per gallon, and the shopkeepers are allowed a discount of 2 Annag, whether in the
* gmani'’ or rented portions of the division. There is little doubt, however, that the shop-
keepers in all portions of the taluq largely increase their profits by diluting the liquor and giving
short measure. In Salem town the one anna dram was usually 3 ounces, but the liquor was below
the strength at which it was issued from the Distillery, and in the outlying parts of the taluq the
drams differed in size in almost every shop, as did the liquor in strength. Of a total number of 157
stills sanctioned in the license, only 46 are at work in both the amani and rented portions of the
taluq, and of 280 authorized arrack shops only 177 have been opened.  Asthe contractor has some
time since given up the sale of toddy in hopes of increasing that of arrack, which is more profit-
able, only 5 Toddy shops out of 329 sanctioned in the license have been opened ; one for the con-
venience of the bakers at Salem, and the other fourin the rented villages of the Womaloor division.

“Thers are thus 2,224 people on the average to each arrack shop, and they pay to the revenue

Annas 3-8, per kead, per annum. _
9. EsTIMATE OF THE COXSUMPTION OF SpIrirs I1¥ THE Sarey Taruq.—As there is no sale of

toddy in the talug, the reccipts of the AbkAri renter must be entirely derived from the sale of

arrack ouly, with the sums paid by the sub-renters. I have had considerable dificulty in

fixing an estimate of the consumption of arrack in the taluq as information on the subject was by

no means casily to be acquiréd. With some Lesitation I, however, place it at 54,000 gallons for

the entire talug, or something less than one-seventh of a gallon per Licad per annum, and this

figure is the result of constant independent enquiries in all quarters of the farm checked by such
c
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reliable figures appertaining to former contracts as I have been able to secure. I would divide
this consumption as follows:—(1) In Salem town, 23,000 gallous, or a little under 70 gallons per
day. At my visit to the distillery the personin charge stated his issucs to Le only 50 gallons,
per day, for the town, or 18,230 galloas per annum. I have, however, ascertained that the
*‘dowle’ or quantity which the town shopkeepers agreed to take from a former renter, so far
back as 1868-69, was 55 gallons per day, and an inspection of the actual issues during several
months of the last rent show an averaze of upwards of 70 gallons a day. (2) In the villages of
the Salem division I put the consumption at 10,000 gallons. There are 38 shops in these villages,
and they include the Shervaroy Hills. I find from the accounts of the contractor in 1868-C9
that the consumption at two shops on the Hills in that year was 2,400 gallons, and at fourteen
other shops in these viliazes 3,500 gallons; now 4,100 gallons seems to e a moderate estimate
for the remaining twenty-two shops, which gives a total of 10,000 gallons for the thirty-eight
villages. (3) In the Womaloor division my estimate is 8,000 gallons, of which 7,000 will be in
the ‘‘amani’” portions, and 1,000 in the rented villages. (4) In Razipoor, I ecalculate the
consumption at 11,000 gallons, 8,000 in the rented villages and 3,000 in the amani portions.
The former figure I obtained from the sub-renters themsclves, and the latter T have deduced from
population, etc. Supposing these cstimates to be correct, the net receipts of the renter will be as

follows:— ES.
In Salem town (allowing 12 Annas for cost) Rupees 2-4-0 per

gallon—on 25,800 gallons ... ... ... ... .. .. ... 56,250

In Salem division villages (allowing 14 Annas for cost and

transport) Rupees 1-10-0 per gallon—on 10,000 gallons ... 16,250
In Womaloor division villages (cllowing 1 Rupee for cost and

transport) Rupees 1-1-0 per gallon—on 7,000 gallons ... 8,750

In Razipoor villages (allowing 1 Rupece for cost and trans-

port, Rupees 1-2-0 per gallon—on 3,000 gallons ver e 3,375

Womaloor rent che e eer ass see ees cae ees ees 1,500 _
Razipoor rent ... ... ai_ o7 e n w e o . 11,292
. Total .. 97,417

The renter of the taluq is thus estimated to make an annual profit of Rupees 7,467, as his
annual rent is Rupees 89,950. The sub-renters of Womaloor and Razipoor I estimate as making
profits of Rupees 325, and Rupees 708, respectively. The cost of 1,000 gallons in Womaloor
estimated at 10 Annas, comes to Rupees 625. Adding rent, Rupees 1,500, brings up the total
charges to Rupees 2,125, against receipts, Rupees 2,500, for 1,000 éallons of arrack, at Rupees
2-8-0, per gallon, as the renter and shopkeeper are the same person. The cost of 8,000 gallons
at Razipoor at the same rate, would be Rupees 5,000, with rent Rupees 16,292, against receipts
of Rupees 17,000, being sale of 8,000 gallons at Rupees 2-2-0 per gallon.

3. Daranroory TavrvqQ.—The rent of this talug was only Rupees 2,520 in 1819-20. In
1839-40 it had risen to Rupees 5,170, and in 1839-60 to Rupees 12,000. The present rent is
Rupees 37,000, being about Annas 3-1 per head, as the population is 190,592, The renter
retains the entire management of the taluq in bis own hands, supplying all the shopkeepers with
liquor from his distillery which isin the town of Darampoory. The sale of toddy is small, and
takes place only during the palmyra toddy season, from January to May, when it is managed on the

sharing system, under which the toddy-drawers draw and sell the toddy, retaining 40 per cent. of -
the sale proceeds and paying GO per cent. to the contractor. The renter supplies the arrack to

shopkeepers at 35° to 36° under-proof for 8 Annas per bottle or Rupecs 3 per gallon, They are
supposed to sell it at 9 Annas per bottle or Rupees 3-G-0 per gallon. On an examination of the
liquor at 15 shops in different parts of the talug I found the nominal selling price to be
1 Anna per dram or 9 Annas per bottle, but the drams varied in size from 2ird oz. to 2%th cz.
instead of being of the uniform size of 22rd oz. or nine to the bottle. The liquor offered for sale
by these shopkeepers also varied in strength from 33> under-proof to 50° under-proof. The
renter reported that his issues of arrack for the whole talug were less than 170 bottles per day,
or a little over 10,000 gallons per annum. If this statement were corrcct, it would be quite
impossible for him to realize the amount of his rent, for even supposing him to be able to make
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he toddy, from tha best infurmation I could oltain, des nat protace much over Rupees 2,000
pees 2,500 per annum, I proenrel the attendanze of the sumastah of the person wha had
the contract of the taluy during the past three years at a somewhit relicel rent, and
t. that althouzh 10 sheps had been sub-rented the average daily issucs during the currency
ir coutract had Leen in excess of 230 bottles. A3 the present rentor hul no sab-rents, ha
ated his fssucs at from 230 to 270 bottles per day. The late renter Limself stated that his
wles,”” or arreements with the sLopkeeperz were for 221 bottles par Jay, thoazh they hai
een fulfilled, and from private enquiries I assertained thit the consnmption of the town of
it poory alene was 50 bottles per day, or not quite halfa gallon per head per annum. On
{s:2eration and comparison of the information I have cbtained ou the subject from several

;rrar'k at 8 Annas a allon, Lis profits on this rate of issue would only be Rupees 25,000,

_feat quarters, T shoall fic the daily issues of the reunter at not less than 270 bottles or 45
a F H Jvpe & M ke

ns. ‘Thisrate gives an annual consumption of 16,125 gallons, or say 17,00 callons, per annum

- 1,

a little more than one-twellth of a gallon per head of the papulation. Piobably about 5,000
s for Darampoory and the immediate neighbourhool ay be put down at a cost of produc-
‘i‘ 12 Anuas per gallon, and 12,000 gallons at 14 Annasincluding distribution and estab-
ent. 'This would give the renter a nct collection of Rupees 36,750, anl alling Rupees
) as net collections from toddy, would leave him a net profis of Rupees 2,000 per annum
payment of hisrent. There are only 92 arrack shops openelout of 195 snnctioned. and
1y shops at present, and there are thus about 1,928 penple to cach arrack shop. ’

Ty N e . vy .

. Kistyaenerny Tarvq.—The rental of this taluy was only Rupees 4,847 in 1819.20

40250 55 had o . Ve e . . s 9-20.

Lt t lhjtd ;uly nso‘? to Rupees 6,322, and in 13859-60 to Rupees 9,230 only, thnugh tho

ren g [ees 5 s2 > 3 th d ion is 17 5. Li

al is \up(.ea'u(),.)()(), or Annas 2-10 per heald, as the population is 170,305, Like

arampoory taluq, it is managed by the renter himselfon the sa-called *“ arany” system

NojKCcepers are Sty il LL:("A,:j fiv the :151:”]:‘»1':; ot Doswlatabad ;

<

1agerry, where there are two larye copper stills s cambe ap Vmi.ﬂi‘." o
s per stills and three small ones capable of turning out |
he at Yeccasimoodram of a productive capacity of 5 gallons. The arrack is supplied to
opkpecpers at a strength of 232 under-proof and at rates of Rupees 3-4-6, Rupo;s 3-2.4,
5s. 2-12-1 per gallon according to the locality of the shop. The shopkeepers make a profit o’f
p Annasto 4} Aunasper gallon, and even more, according to the dram they use, and the extent
ch they dilute the lijuor. Asa rule, however, the drams in this taluy are ni’ne to the l;o‘tlo
b2. There is a considerable quantity of date toddy consumed in parts of the taluq. Itis dr':wn
pount of the renter by the toldy-drawers who are in his pay, and he also maintﬁnst an
ishment of watchers to preserve his monopoly. 1t i3 soll at G Pies the measure (a iittle i
s of an ordinary wine bottle in size) in the large villages and at 4 Pies the measure in the outsn
villages. The renter estimates that he obtains and sells about 50,000 gallons of date todil -
}1, and he places the sale value of this at Rs. 9,000.  As hereccives arent of Rupeces 503(; ?er
almyra toddy, his total net reccipts from todily may be fixed at Rupees 6,000, thus allowino:
33,500 a3 his expenses in connection with the date todly. The rent,er's ’account of hi:
of arrack fixes them at 27 gallons per day, or a little under 10,000 gallons per annuwm. If
br, his prolit on the sale of this spirit is Rupees 2-2-0 per gallon tkhus allos;in” Mﬁ ';nrm;
lon as cost all rounl consilering the saperiority of hLis lquor over that of OS"dc!;l and
poery, and taking Lis averare selling price 2t Rupees 3 per gallon, hLis annuai ree twt(
be only Rupees 21,230 or Rupees 27,230 with his taddy collectim;, beine upwarﬂesuo:'
¥ 2,000 less than his rent. Iam dispased, therefore, to fix his issues at 1; 000 milons
2vould place the eonsunption of the taluy somewhat on 2 par with that of the outl,_yi'w o
hRE=]

B:}ng‘;}lure districs, being a littleover one-thirteenth of a gallon per head. This f:l::e“m;
ption iy el to a daily issue of about 351 gulons, being only half the productive power (Of
'1? r's dxst‘illcrics. His net receipts on this quantity would reaclh Rupecs 27,625 ’or wit;
yuy colicctions Rupees 33,623, Leinz Rupees 3,123 in excess of his rent. The’re a;'e only 8
orhed though 193 are sanctioned, and of 228 arrack shops entered in the renter's lic;:uie
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reliable figures appertaining to former contracts as I have been able to secure. I would divide
this consumption as follows:—(1) In Salem town, 23,000 gallous, or a little under 70 gallons per
day. At my visit to the distillery the personin charge stated his issucs to Le only 50 gallons,
per day, for the town, or 18,230 galloas per annum. I have, however, ascertained that the
*‘dowle’ or quantity which the town shopkeepers agreed to take from a former renter, so far
back as 1868-69, was 55 gallons per day, and an inspection of the actual issues during several
months of the last rent show an averaze of upwards of 70 gallons a day. (2) In the villages of
the Salem division I put the consumption at 10,000 gallons. There are 38 shops in these villages,
and they include the Shervaroy Hills. I find from the accounts of the contractor in 1868-C9
that the consumption at two shops on the Hills in that year was 2,400 gallons, and at fourteen
other shops in these viliazes 3,500 gallons; now 4,100 gallons seems to e a moderate estimate
for the remaining twenty-two shops, which gives a total of 10,000 gallons for the thirty-eight
villages. (3) In the Womaloor division my estimate is 8,000 gallons, of which 7,000 will be in
the ‘‘amani’” portions, and 1,000 in the rented villages. (4) In Razipoor, I ecalculate the
consumption at 11,000 gallons, 8,000 in the rented villages and 3,000 in the amani portions.
The former figure I obtained from the sub-renters themsclves, and the latter T have deduced from
population, etc. Supposing these cstimates to be correct, the net receipts of the renter will be as

follows:— ES.
In Salem town (allowing 12 Annas for cost) Rupees 2-4-0 per

gallon—on 25,800 gallons ... ... ... ... .. .. ... 56,250

In Salem division villages (allowing 14 Annas for cost and

transport) Rupees 1-10-0 per gallon—on 10,000 gallons ... 16,250
In Womaloor division villages (cllowing 1 Rupee for cost and

transport) Rupees 1-1-0 per gallon—on 7,000 gallons ... 8,750

In Razipoor villages (allowing 1 Rupece for cost and trans-

port, Rupees 1-2-0 per gallon—on 3,000 gallons ver e 3,375

Womaloor rent che e eer ass see ees cae ees ees 1,500 _
Razipoor rent ... ... ai_ o7 e n w e o . 11,292
. Total .. 97,417

The renter of the taluq is thus estimated to make an annual profit of Rupees 7,467, as his
annual rent is Rupees 89,950. The sub-renters of Womaloor and Razipoor I estimate as making
profits of Rupees 325, and Rupees 708, respectively. The cost of 1,000 gallons in Womaloor
estimated at 10 Annas, comes to Rupees 625. Adding rent, Rupees 1,500, brings up the total
charges to Rupees 2,125, against receipts, Rupees 2,500, for 1,000 éallons of arrack, at Rupees
2-8-0, per gallon, as the renter and shopkeeper are the same person. The cost of 8,000 gallons
at Razipoor at the same rate, would be Rupees 5,000, with rent Rupees 16,292, against receipts
of Rupees 17,000, being sale of 8,000 gallons at Rupees 2-2-0 per gallon.

3. Daranroory TavrvqQ.—The rent of this talug was only Rupees 2,520 in 1819-20. In
1839-40 it had risen to Rupees 5,170, and in 1839-60 to Rupees 12,000. The present rent is
Rupees 37,000, being about Annas 3-1 per head, as the population is 190,592, The renter
retains the entire management of the taluq in bis own hands, supplying all the shopkeepers with
liquor from his distillery which isin the town of Darampoory. The sale of toddy is small, and
takes place only during the palmyra toddy season, from January to May, when it is managed on the

sharing system, under which the toddy-drawers draw and sell the toddy, retaining 40 per cent. of -
the sale proceeds and paying GO per cent. to the contractor. The renter supplies the arrack to

shopkeepers at 35° to 36° under-proof for 8 Annas per bottle or Rupecs 3 per gallon, They are
supposed to sell it at 9 Annas per bottle or Rupees 3-G-0 per gallon. On an examination of the
liquor at 15 shops in different parts of the talug I found the nominal selling price to be
1 Anna per dram or 9 Annas per bottle, but the drams varied in size from 2ird oz. to 2%th cz.
instead of being of the uniform size of 22rd oz. or nine to the bottle. The liquor offered for sale
by these shopkeepers also varied in strength from 33> under-proof to 50° under-proof. The
renter reported that his issues of arrack for the whole talug were less than 170 bottles per day,
or a little over 10,000 gallons per annum. If this statement were corrcct, it would be quite
impossible for him to realize the amount of his rent, for even supposing him to be able to make

£ hee
-

.

fllons per day. There are also two stills at Royacottah capable of prolucine 18 zallons

{ -

— . .
Lroceedings of the Madras Governnznt, Revenue Department,
2lst January 1873.

he toddy, from tha best infurmation I could oltain, des nat protace much over Rupees 2,000
pees 2,500 per annum, I proenrel the attendanze of the sumastah of the person wha had
the contract of the taluy during the past three years at a somewhit relicel rent, and
t. that althouzh 10 sheps had been sub-rented the average daily issucs during the currency
ir coutract had Leen in excess of 230 bottles. A3 the present rentor hul no sab-rents, ha
ated his fssucs at from 230 to 270 bottles per day. The late renter Limself stated that his
wles,”” or arreements with the sLopkeeperz were for 221 bottles par Jay, thoazh they hai
een fulfilled, and from private enquiries I assertained thit the consnmption of the town of
it poory alene was 50 bottles per day, or not quite halfa gallon per head per annum. On
{s:2eration and comparison of the information I have cbtained ou the subject from several

;rrar'k at 8 Annas a allon, Lis profits on this rate of issue would only be Rupees 25,000,

_feat quarters, T shoall fic the daily issues of the reunter at not less than 270 bottles or 45
a F H Jvpe & M ke

ns. ‘Thisrate gives an annual consumption of 16,125 gallons, or say 17,00 callons, per annum

- 1,

a little more than one-twellth of a gallon per head of the papulation. Piobably about 5,000
s for Darampoory and the immediate neighbourhool ay be put down at a cost of produc-
‘i‘ 12 Anuas per gallon, and 12,000 gallons at 14 Annasincluding distribution and estab-
ent. 'This would give the renter a nct collection of Rupees 36,750, anl alling Rupees
) as net collections from toddy, would leave him a net profis of Rupees 2,000 per annum
payment of hisrent. There are only 92 arrack shops openelout of 195 snnctioned. and
1y shops at present, and there are thus about 1,928 penple to cach arrack shop. ’

Ty N e . vy .

. Kistyaenerny Tarvq.—The rental of this taluy was only Rupees 4,847 in 1819.20

40250 55 had o . Ve e . . s 9-20.

Lt t lhjtd ;uly nso‘? to Rupees 6,322, and in 13859-60 to Rupees 9,230 only, thnugh tho

ren g [ees 5 s2 > 3 th d ion is 17 5. Li

al is \up(.ea'u(),.)()(), or Annas 2-10 per heald, as the population is 170,305, Like

arampoory taluq, it is managed by the renter himselfon the sa-called *“ arany” system

NojKCcepers are Sty il LL:("A,:j fiv the :151:”]:‘»1':; ot Doswlatabad ;

<

1agerry, where there are two larye copper stills s cambe ap Vmi.ﬂi‘." o
s per stills and three small ones capable of turning out |
he at Yeccasimoodram of a productive capacity of 5 gallons. The arrack is supplied to
opkpecpers at a strength of 232 under-proof and at rates of Rupees 3-4-6, Rupo;s 3-2.4,
5s. 2-12-1 per gallon according to the locality of the shop. The shopkeepers make a profit o’f
p Annasto 4} Aunasper gallon, and even more, according to the dram they use, and the extent
ch they dilute the lijuor. Asa rule, however, the drams in this taluy are ni’ne to the l;o‘tlo
b2. There is a considerable quantity of date toddy consumed in parts of the taluq. Itis dr':wn
pount of the renter by the toldy-drawers who are in his pay, and he also maintﬁnst an
ishment of watchers to preserve his monopoly. 1t i3 soll at G Pies the measure (a iittle i
s of an ordinary wine bottle in size) in the large villages and at 4 Pies the measure in the outsn
villages. The renter estimates that he obtains and sells about 50,000 gallons of date todil -
}1, and he places the sale value of this at Rs. 9,000.  As hereccives arent of Rupeces 503(; ?er
almyra toddy, his total net reccipts from todily may be fixed at Rupees 6,000, thus allowino:
33,500 a3 his expenses in connection with the date todly. The rent,er's ’account of hi:
of arrack fixes them at 27 gallons per day, or a little under 10,000 gallons per annuwm. If
br, his prolit on the sale of this spirit is Rupees 2-2-0 per gallon tkhus allos;in” Mﬁ ';nrm;
lon as cost all rounl consilering the saperiority of hLis lquor over that of OS"dc!;l and
poery, and taking Lis averare selling price 2t Rupees 3 per gallon, hLis annuai ree twt(
be only Rupees 21,230 or Rupees 27,230 with his taddy collectim;, beine upwarﬂesuo:'
¥ 2,000 less than his rent. Iam dispased, therefore, to fix his issues at 1; 000 milons
2vould place the eonsunption of the taluy somewhat on 2 par with that of the outl,_yi'w o
hRE=]

B:}ng‘;}lure districs, being a littleover one-thirteenth of a gallon per head. This f:l::e“m;
ption iy el to a daily issue of about 351 gulons, being only half the productive power (Of
'1? r's dxst‘illcrics. His net receipts on this quantity would reaclh Rupecs 27,625 ’or wit;
yuy colicctions Rupees 33,623, Leinz Rupees 3,123 in excess of his rent. The’re a;'e only 8
orhed though 193 are sanctioned, and of 228 arrack shops entered in the renter's lic;:uie
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