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ReveNUE DEPARTMENT,

Proceedin |
g2 of the Madra overnment, Revenue Departiment |

R 7"‘ - ' Wt 1 o1
: .Tl. e just 187 3. : ' QOTACAMUND,
A 18 conclud : o 5 ' b C i '
A i udes the ﬁeshon s§ far as the Civil and Criminal C L gt
effect of Articl gposs(;ble that anotheiribunal misht take  difforeng v -t o : A o
L licle 9, and, as pointeds e KR ifferent view of the No. 38. )
inference that the Go,vernment o?uIt i:v‘:i’ thé ecent Notification suggests the To ’ | .
Zvoll?l?: t the scope of the Article.: The fftt;rn: ¢ rogard depositions as falling : : Tae SECRETARY v s GOVERNMENT or INDIA,
S ire - -
fore lt;:zdﬂonéwo Separate occasions by the High gff:le:s;nl;o?:e? er, to have been %o P i, (ishngl)
© 1¢ Government may not thipk i d 1618 probable, there-
opini : , ek 1t worthwh# y ) s . :
i e e gl o o i T et
y therefore, to th At = ) |
) e question referred by . / v Stamps. a difference of opinion exists regarding
the liability to Stamp-duty of copies of

the Board is that, apart )

from the exemptj
mptions conferred b
y the recent Government Notj
otification in crimi
mma‘l

¢ases, copies of exhibits and i - .

of the Judge’s notes of the ev‘ii;g:zl:xg:; 4o mot require a stamp, but that copieg=" " depositions and documents which form part of the evidence in cases.

N , 9. Tn 1869 the Madras High C ° gave expression to their views on this
20tk June 1873, (Signed) H. 8. CUNNINGHAM . ‘ point, with reference to Act XXVIL ¢ ‘{67, in the following words :—

L Advocate-General & Axticle 5 of Schedule B of A VI of 1867 is the only Article of the
(Trug C'Oples.) ¢ Stamp Act which can be supposed t  apose a Stamp-duty on copies of deposi-
(S‘xga;(}) R. A. DALYELL t.iox?s., ete., in fi. criminal'trial, and, t'he opinion of 'tl'le High Court, the words
R Cting Sicritars 1o udicial proceedings were intended tc¢  fer only to writings in the nature of an
g ctary to Government, opinion, determination, or proceedin  ecorded by-the Court in the hearing of a
witnesses or other documents which form

case, and cannot include depositions
part of the evidence at the trial. N
statement, report, or the like, be held, ¢
either. It is reasonable to presum
mentioned if the legislature inten

to them.”
3. The words thus commentc . upon re-appear in Article 9, Schedule 1, of the

Court Fees Act (VIL of 1870), ar 1 many officers, therefore, consider themselves
bound to act in conformity with the opinion of the High Court. A considerable
diversity of practice has however oxisted and the Board of Revenue, in bringing
this to notice, have referred the question to this Government, with a view to the
opinion of the law-officers being obtained.

4 This reference was made prior to the receipt of the Governor-General’s

Notification, No. 996, dated 6th June 1873, anc. as the exemption of depositions
- 1 geems o imply that all other depositions

d sevm to follow that exhibits are also
nt 12ay be furnished with an authorita-

an the words which follow, viz., Account,
ot by a strained interpretation, to include
t depositions would have been expressly
¢ provisions of the Stamp Act to apply

— T——_

taken in certain cases therein ment’

are liable to Stamp-duty, and as i
liable, I am to request that this Go

tive decision of the question.
I ha re the honour to be,

[
i Sir,
Y ur most obedient servant,

(Signd) R. A DALYELL,
- Acting Secretary to Government.

Ezd. P, B. Bantleman.
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