


Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Department,
. 23rd July 1873.

3. In the districts managed by the Postmaster-General the grant appears
not to be fully expended : a form is appended giving the information received
from Collectors up to the present time, from which it will be noticed that some
regulated system is most desirable, the districts being now very unequally and
insufficiently served :—

Form A.

| Stations
(I),}e:x_gtl: |! ;not being
i Length e 3 ] Taheil.
Distriot. | ¢)ines. | it 100 Runners (“tl:?l:s | Peons. Ts;?l “OYG;:J::B.S thas gyotions | dars’ or Remarks.
qq;xre | | Depuny
A | | Tahsil-
‘ ! | g darg’,
-1 { !
:
RS. RS. | . BS. | \ I
Nellore ... 239 3% 225 43 | Wah 3,624 | .. 3,3761 18 ' 8 =
Tinnevelly... 278 5% 276 70 50 4,752 1,248 T 8 b 2
Coimbatore 139 1} 135 28 50 2,556 420 11 | B é E
Karnool ... 221 3 222 49 45 8,792 108 13 = |rBeS
Salem... .. 166 23 145 28 60 2,556 1,414 16 J!:ééa
SRy SO
Average... 3 1,003 457 \ = " - ;
Vizagapatam 579 3 591 160 150 \ 10,812 i 3
Bellary ... 429 33 450, | 149 | 114 !} “sEe6l L ‘i‘g gg 1? l\ i
Malabar ... 113 14 132 996 | 122 5760 o - ¥y g l £
Godavery ... 327 4} 3953 107 135 7,650 250 22 2 | >3
Sanction .
- \ request- J é
S ed. S
A
Average... 81 1,568% 1,163 o

In Bengal the length of line appears to be four per 100 square miles.

4. On referring to the form it will be observed that the Postmaster-
General’s districts have about the same accommodation as the other districts—
three miles of line to every 100 square miles of area and a station to every
500 square miles. - The Postmaster-General spends only two-thirds of his allotment
and of the money spent in his districts as in the others rather less than se\;ent}:
per cent. is spent on runners, the rest on gumastahs and peons.

5. It is plain to the Board that the existing arrangements do not provide for

_ the distribution of letters and their collection much beyond the Tahsildars’ and

l\'utf?‘.—ln n'medisuri/cts covering 80,000 square peputy Tabsildars’ cusbah villages, and
aq ty-8 S AATS : .

D Tl SRR

ars’ stations. 4 s which may be

made over to him the Postmaster-

General should provide much increased facilities in this direction. The Post-

master-General has applied for South Canara, South Arcot, Tanjore, and

Godavery, and besides the five districts entered in the form Madura and i\’orth

Arcot are administered by him.

6. The first transfers were avowedly made as an experiment. Of the success
of the experiment no report has been under the consideration of the Board, and
they are of opinion that great confusion may result if the District Postal Se’rvice
is not based on a uniform system in all the districts, due consideration being had
to the funds available or in prospeet.
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23rd July 1873. .
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Chey resolve to forward the letter of the Collector of South Arcot to
‘ . : 8 ey 1 +od 18th Mareh 1873 N 2
Government with reference to G. O, dated 18th March 1873 N 335, and the

) avoery ,.')‘V\( .! & > 5
Godavery, received in th Collector’s letter,
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statement (B) of existing lines
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No. 114. dated 24th April 1873, with reference to the propesal of the Postmaster-

General to take over that distriet.

5 . TR TRKE. Pos ag
No. 206. From Major the Hon. E. R. BOU RKFE, Postmaster.Geperal, Madras,

No. :
8N Actine Secretary \
to'the Hon. R.. A. DALY ELL, Acting Decretary to Goyvernment, Rev-

carand ath June 1879 v .
enue Department, dated Ootacamund, 19th June 1873, No. 249.
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Rererrina to the Proceedings of the Board of Revenue, No. 948 of 6th June
Board have not a clear "“”l‘—’l'Starldi:: r what is the

1873, it appears to me that the ‘ ndgi
particular distriet ¢, il

ct of handing the District Post 1n any coutrol of

effe
Postmaster-General. ' :

2. .. They appear to be under the impression that once a district is handed
over, that the local Revenue-officers have no morc j:o say 86’ the Diktrict Post
and actually cease to have anything whatever to d.o with it.

3. This is wrong, as I will now proce ed to show.

4. When any particular District Post is transferred,

end management only of the existing

bJ

the eXucutive control

ines and office ;
lines & S are transferred; the

ca rteict Post employés the oA -
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being consulted on that matter, neither is he in a position to know if any
particular existing office or line should be maintained or closed, as the amount
of correspondence has no bearing on the question; but he is able to determine
the description of service that is best suited, and can be efficiently and econo-
mically maintained for a given sum better than the Revenue-officers, therefore
should be consulted on this point. -
7. It will be seen that instead of desiring to take the whole as a whole over,
I am endeavouring to show that the District Post cannot be economically and
efficiently worked without the cordial assistance and co-operation of the local
Revenue-officers, they maintaining full and complete control over the disburse-
ment of their allotment, what offices are to be either opened or closed, and in what
direction the District Post is to be extended, the executive resting with the Post-
master-General, whose orders to all District Post employés on all matters connected
with postal duties should be supreme. v.If this was thoroughly understood by the
Board and by the Revenue-officers throughout the country, I have little doubt a very
much more efficient service could be established and the District Post extended -
but it should be a sine gua non that no District Post Office should be allowed to
remain open at a station .where an Imperial Post has been opened ; for the money
thus expended is completely wasted, and might, with advantage, be spent in open-
ing a District Post Office in a new place. 3
8. In conclusion, I should wish it most clearly to be understood that in
applying to take over the management 3{ ‘ ‘tl_xe Di_strict Post in certain districts, I
ahi;onljlcarrying out the orders of the Supreme and as well as the Madras Goy-
_ernment ; and I distinctly assert that I am most unwilling to take over any
istriet without the free and full assent of the local Rev’enue—qﬁcérs; for, without
ordial assistance and co-operation, the change is robbed of the major portion
of the benefit it is calculated to effect. I have, however, no hesitation in saying
that I believe the benefits resulting, if the system upon which the transfer of the
executive control is fully understood, would be highly beneficial in every way :
extension of the "Distri'ci_t' Post, increase in the revenue, eé‘ongmy in establishments,
superior efficiency, théré%iigh supervision, increased speed, and greater punctuality.,

No. 207. : OrpER THEREON, 23rd July 1873, No. 770.

Miscell THE Postmaster-General’s letter
1scellaneous.

L recorded above will be communicated to

: the Board of Revenue for the inform-

ation of all Collectors. It is clear from the observations contained in this letter that if

the District Postal Service is defective owing to the non-utilization of the grant, the

Postmaster-General cannot be blamed. The Collectors of the first five districts

named in the Board’s form should at once be directed to make proposals of the

nature referred to in paragraph 5 of the Board’s Proceedings, as funds are available.

2. As to the districts of South Areot and Godavery, the Board are authorized

to transfer the management of the District Post to the Postmaster-General after

communication with the Collectors and when the best distribution of the respective
grants has been determined upon,

Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Department,
23rd July 1873.

: i in should be sub-
t called for in the G. O. noted in the margin s :
ot mitted with as little delay as possible.

i Myl i Nos 400 After its receipt, it will be determined in
what other districts the District Post shall be handed over to the Postmaster

General,
y (True Extract.)

(Signed)  R. A. DALYELL,
Acting Secretary to Government,

To the Board of Revenue.
. the Postggteraﬂmerﬂ. h
# @Pe ﬂ(/ca‘ vl Sk 6'/“’
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Ezd. F. R, Bantleman.,
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