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India Office,
London, 30th April 1873.

Revenue,

No. 6

To His Excellency The Right Honourable The Governor
General of India in Council.

My Logp,

Para. 1. I herewith transmit 100 copies of a repbrt, by Mr. Collins,
on the plants from which india-rubber is obtained, in all parts of the
world.

2. It appeared to me that, with reference to the prospect of the
demand for india-rubber increasing very largely, in connexion especially
with the requirements of State railroads, and with other operations in
which the Government has a direct interest, it would be useful to have com-
plete information on all points connected with its production. By placing

. these particulars before your Excellency’s Government, you will be in a
~ position to judge whether any steps might usefully be taken to ensure
a more certain and cheaper supply of the best kinds.

3. Mr. James Collins, formerly Curator of the Museum of the London
Pharmaceutical Society, who had paid much attention to the subject for
some years, and had received a medal -from the Society of Arts for a
paper on the india-rubber of commerce, was engaged to make the
necessary investigations, and to prepare a report. The points to which
his attention was directed were, 1st, the supply and price of the different
kinds of rubber in the European markets; 2nd, the different uses to
which rubber is applied by manufacturers, and the particular kind that is
applied to each purpese ; 3rd, whether the particular kinds are used for
each purpose, because they are best adapted, or because a superior kind
is too dear; 4th, whether the superior excellence of the besi kind is
attributable to its being obtained from a tree of a particular species, to
the habitat of the tree, or to manipulation in collecting the juiee ;
oth, full particulars as to the demand for Ficus elustica, the uses to
which its juice is applied, and its value as compared with Siphonia
(Hevea) elastica ; 6th,all the information that can be obtained respecting
the habitat of the Siphonia elastica of Brazil, the age at which the tree is
tapped, the time of year, and the method of preparing the juice for the
trade ; 7th, the proportion in which the two kinds are acted upon by
heat, and in which, under such conditions, they retain their strength and
elasticity ; and, 8th, whether the peculiar conditions of climate are the
causes of the superiority of the Par4 rubber, and, if so, to obtain parti-
culars as to rainfall, temperature, soil, and aspect in the Siphonia region
of Brazil.

4. Major-General R. Strachey, who was consulted on the subject, was
of opinion that anything tending to increase the supply of india-rubber
would facilitate the adoption of the material for springs for railway
vehicles, and other purposes of the kind. He thought, also, that if the
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