


No.122.  Official Memorandum from ‘
of Revenue, to the Hon. R. A. DALYELL, Ac
ment, Revenue Department, dated Madras, 1st No.925.

Ix submitting the statement promised in paragraph ) o Board’s letter,
dated 16th June 1873, No. 1,027, the undersigned has the honour to forward with
it, as requested in Memorandum from the Secretary to Government, Revenue

RN VORI 827'1 ; i‘ti)epartment,. dated 19th June 187.3,
" 870" Atk duns 1872, No 870, B 1y No. 124, the papers® referred to in

Board's Procs., 8th June 1872, No. 943. Mr. Pritchard’s petition, the original of
;Z:t P o T ;33‘;‘ which, it has been ascertained, was
T ,. lGth M;y 1873, .. 766. returned from the Government Office,
G. 0., 6th June 1873, No. 579, R. 1. IMadras, to Ootacamund on the 17th

‘ June 1873,
(By Order,)

(Signed) J. GROSE,
Secretary.

”n LR

No. 123. OrpEr Trsreow, 14th July 1873, No. (29.

IN his letter, dated 31st May 1873,

; recorded in the G. O., under date 6th
= Abkiri. June 1873, No. 579, Mr. T. Pritchard,
TN l y Abkéri Contractor of the Chingleput
> % Gy SO 'L\ - : ~ District, on the experimental Excise-
B - system, appealed against the orders of the Board, directi:??.‘fhat thq“.Z;}?ddy-far:}‘s
of that district should be sold hy auction for the remaining qu‘ years,rof | is

. lease, instead of being left in his ewn hands as was the case dunng the pnat y;ar‘

« Mr. Pritchard,g‘in his appeal, maintained that the order of the Board involved a

-

' -Sepnraio Revenue, No. 10.

. % breach of the agreement entered mﬁo withﬁi_m, and enlarged npon theaa.txsfac-
-:7 tmgy results W ich had _follovedhig .syp‘tgrhr‘n qf ;nanagqxg?nt. G o R
g “ 2. The peal was forwarded to the Board of Revenu
s réply is recorded at the head of these iugs.

k5 order to whicl Mr. Pﬂtﬂhﬂﬂl
ofhier Abkiri Contractors under the Excis

Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Department,
14¢h July 1873. X

3. On a reference to the form of contract for the experimental Excise-system
in the North Arcot District, approved by Government in G. O., 5th June 1872,
No. 883, it appears that clauses 4 and 5 provide that the sub-contracts for the
sale of toddy shall be sold by auction or otherwise disposed of as the Collector
may direct, and that 75 per cent. of the sums for which the toddy-contracts may
be sub-rented shall be paid to Governinent.

4. In Mr. Pritchard’s agreement, clause 4 has a somewhat unintelligible
provision, “that he will dispose of the profits from toddy as the Collector shall
direct,” which would seem to give the Collector the power to require him to
transfer the whole of the profits to Government; but clause 5 provides that he shall
keep true accounts of all sums paid to him by toddy shop-keepers, submit them to
the Collector when required, and pay to Government 75 per cent. of all sums
received on account of toddy-shops.

5. No mention whatever is made in this agreement of selling the toddy
sub-rents by auction, and the terms of clause 5 show distinetly that nothing of
the sort was contemplated ; the allusion to shop-keepers and toddy-shops pointing
evidently to direct personal management by the contractor. It appears, therefore,
that the Board has no power under the agreement to deprive Mr. Pritchard of
direct management, and to require him to sub-rent the toddy-farms.

6. That such is the case is rendered still more clear by the correspondence
which passed before the contract was given to Mr. Pritchard. It seems that,
when the order of Government, dated 11th May 1872, authorizing the grant of the
* Board's Proceedings, 23rd May 1872, No. 827. contract to M.r. Pritchard, was received

by the Board, it was forwarded by them*
to that gentleman, with the request, among others, that he would state whether he
would sub-let the revenue derived from toddy, or retain its management in his
own hands. To which Mr. Pritchard replied that he accepted the latter arrange-
ment, and was thereupon requested to report in detail the system of management
which he proposed to adopt.j -These

d’ i 1872. .
tBoard's Proceedings, 4th June 187 Proceedings were approved by Gove‘vg.

~ ment in their order, dated 4th June 1872, No. 87 0, and the subsequent Pyoceedinks

of the Board all go to show that the understanding between them and M r. Pritchrrd
was thab he was to retain, in his own hands, the direct management of the toddy-
revenue of the Chingleput District.

7. Under the foregoing circumstances, it is evident that the Board’s orders,
regarding the sale of the toddy-farms by auction, cannot be maintained, and they
will accordingly be requested to cancel them. This is fortunately of the less
importance, as these orders have evidently been partly the result of a miscon-
ception on the part of the Board. They appear to have considered that
Mr. Pritchard’s personal management of the toddy-revenue was extravagant and
costly, with reference to a report from Mer. Boyle, which related to the six months
from July to December; but it was overlooked that, during the following six months,
the palmyra toddy-revenue would be realized, which would probably have the effect
of bringing the expenditure considerably below the figure named by Mr. Boyle
and the Collector, as, in their opinion, proper. If the figures given in
M. Pritchard’s appeal are correct, this would seem to have been actuall ¥y the case, as
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