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~ Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Department,
12th July 1873.

No. 113. Read the following Proceedings of the Board of Revenue, dat;d 14th
June 1873, No. 1,003 :— :

Read the following letter from the Hon. V. RAMIEN GAR, c.s.1,, Superintendent
of Stamps, to J. GROSE, Esq., Secretary to the Board of Revenue,
dated Madras, 17th April 1873, No. 475 :—

I mave the honour to reply to the Proceedings of Government, dated 15th
ultimo, No. 323, communicated to me by the Board on the 20th idem.

2. Ido not consider that the condition that private materials ”‘/.‘,nust pass
through this office before and after they are stamped is a sufficient protection
against forgery. It is no part of the duty of the Superintendent of Stamps to
determine for the parties bringing materials to be stamped the amount of duty
properly chargeable in each case. He has simply to affix the stamp required by
the applicant. Where the instrument to be stamped is written . out when brought
to this office and the stamp applied for is obviously inadequate, the attention of
the party is indeed called to the fact, but he is not bound by the Superintendent’s
opinion, and I have no power under the Act to insist upon the party paying for
what I consider the proper stamp. e

3. But deeds are not invariably written out before they are sent to be
stamped. I am often required to stamp blank sheets, and that for high values.
Within the last few days I have stamped one for 5,600 Rupees. The mere
circumstance, therefore, of the * private goods ” passing through this office is no
safeguard against forgery being resorted to afterwards.

4. But there is a reason, though a different reason, why a tampering with
the stamps in the manner apprehended may not be considered as likely ordinarily
to occur. The stamps affixed to private goods are small in size, and the figures
and letters upon them are generally so closely cut that it will not be préeticable
perhaps to alter the value without running the risk of detection. Moreover, the
great bulk of the ‘““goods” brought to this office is from known houses of business
and from lawyers. For these reasons it might be considered unnecessary to
supersede the present dies for private goods by a fresh set. My own opinion,
however, is that it will be far safer to adhere to the G. O. of the 30th December
1869, No. 3,226, and have a fresh set of dies made up at onee with the values cut
in words as well as figures. ‘‘ Private goods” must always continue to be stam ped
in this office. The importation from England of the blue and black stamps requir-
ed for use under the General Stamp Act will make no difference in this respert.
The revenue* derived from private goods
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affixed which he may turn to any account
afterwards, while the cost of a new set of dies cannot be anything worth consider-
ing compared with the revenue to be protected.

Wita reference to paragraph 3 of G. 0., No. 323, Revenue Department, dated
15th March 1873, the Board resolve to report that the condition that ¢ private



‘No. 323, and to direct that, in ¢
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