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6. Moreover, it must.not be forgotten that the revenue of Fasli 1280 was

‘ largely (and: that of 1279 in a less degree) affected by the collectwns due for pre-
- vious years on the concealed cultivation referred to in paragraph 3. |

7. The Board will thus see that the decrease of Rupees 38,348 in 1871. 73
13 easily accounted for and does not appear to be so very alarmmg

8. There are still 2,94,800 acres of assessed waste in the district avail-

: i able fo ti
Waste lands available for cultivation. ' > gt
‘ BT T ION BR assessed at Rupees
1 Wet, [Assess-| Dry, | Assess- | Total {Assess- + 2,88,000 besides
|8

: o | . | extent. ment, | extent. ment. v
gk Bpart , _ by vast tracts of unsur-

veyed waste which

* : BS. RS, .
Trichinopoly ... {1,729 | 4,590 | 36.243 §3,703[ 87,97 9[ 28293 might come under
Mugeti ... ...| 746 2,568 61,727 2914 62,473 | 55,479 the plough if i-
Kulitalei .......| 301 | 801| 26,596 280 | 26,807 | 17,090 ,p 3l
Perambalur .| 276 |1,032 |1, 16,504 |1,30512 1,16.780 113, 945 cultural eapital s
Udayarpalayam, | 530 | 2,272 | 50,149 | 53,313 | 50 b;9_t 55,585 allowed to increase

* Total..|8,582 11,263 2,91,219 [2,76,728 2,91 801 2.67.901 #0d find “invest-
i ] 5 IRk ments for itself, and

o

if  the last two
exceptmnal years (viz., Revenue years 1869-70 and 1870-71) are left out of acecount
- it will be seen that there has been a steady yearly increase since the settlement
Bama‘.pa.rwt‘ th n;ere'm also is no doubt and that the increase® in 1281is by

due to arrear collections on account of the far the larcest yet attained, whilst if’
serutiny, and it will not be surprising (nor = ;

1 think at all slarming) it the revenue the demand (which happily corres-
shows a decline again this year also. ponds now with the actual collections)

was to be compared with the actual collections of the .years previous to the
uttlement (leaving out the three immediately preceding it, which were excep-
txonaj), it will be observed that the demand for the year in question is no less
than Rupees 1,18,137 in excess of the average of twelve years, and even when com-
. pared with the average of the fifteen years preceding the settlement the result is
most encouraging surplus of 64,243; so-that, as far as I can understand the ques-
tion, it appears to me. that too much has been made of Mr. Puckle’s reductions.
With regard to this reduction even it should be calculated, as the Board observed
in paragraph 37 of their review of Mr. Puckle’s settlement (dated 3rd March
1863, No. 1,270), as being “ the difference between the gross reduction made
as compared with the previous year’s assessment (which has always been
roughly assumed to be four lakhs) and the average measure of the remissions ’’
(the ‘ unrealizable portion of the demand’ or rask-rent of the old system),
« granted prior to the settlement ” which were over fwo lakhs, so that the real redue-
» hon was less than two lakhs ; and that, as the Board observed in paragraph 37, is
 the ¢ price”” (temporarily) “ paid for a settlement which has enabled the agricul-
‘turalists of the district to lay by capital and bear all fluctuations of seasons and

‘keta w:thout needmgto apply for remission ” at all. My reason for saying that
he revenue of the three years immediately preceding the settlement was excep-
because it appears to have been partly the result of the reaction couse-
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Ix this letter the Collector of Trichinopoly supports the brief explanation

previously offered of the fall in revenue in Fasli 1281, viz., large relinquishments

of land caused by a failure of rain in August 1871.

2, The year showed much greater relinquishments of land than usual,
smaller acquisitions, and less second-crop cultivation.

3. It is explained that the land is now so lightly assessed that the cultiva-
tors are continually tempted to take up more than they can manage. This was

specially the case immediately after the new settlement was introduced, and the

occupied area 1s being gradually reduced in consequence. It rose from 7,27,000

acres in Fasli 1273 to 8,00,000 acres in Fasli 1274, the settlement year. Since then
it has risen to 10,32,000 acres and now it is 9,93,000. Another reason for large
relinquishments is that the cultivators throw up land during the years it must lie
fallow. These two causes are permanent, but the chief cause, viz., the failure of
rain in August, was temporary. The ryots, it is said, saw reason to expect a bad
season and gave up their land knowing that they would be able to get it again if
{he season turned out to be favourable.

4. The season continued comparatively rainless, and the ryots hesitated to

take up new land.
5. The same cireumstances cansed less second-crop cultivation to be under

taken than was usual.

6. The Board are disposed to think that the diffsrence of the revenue in
Faslis 1280 and 1281, viz., Rupees 38,348, or, more correctly, Rupees 22,850
as will be shown hereafter, 18 sufficiently accounted for and need cause no alarm,
especially as the effect of the discovery of concealed cultivation by Mr. Banbury
was still felt in Fasli 1281; but the question whether the large temporary relin-
quishments of land can be checked needs consideration. The Collector will
report the extent of land relinquished in August during cach of the last five years
and will state whether the alteration of the latest date for resigning land from the
15th August to, say, the 15th September might be expected to have a good effect.

7. 1t remains to consider the large decrease since the settlement. The

difference between the revenue of Fasli 1281 and that of the year before the

ccttlement was Rupees 1,569,533, or, more correctly, Rupees 1,84,844.
8. The statement of revenue from Fasli 1259 to Fasli 1281 given by M.

Pennington makes no allowance for the deductions on account of the ¢ Cutlay

Shelavoo or village servants, cash payment now absorbed in the revenue. Prior
to the settlement it was paid in addition to the assessment, and the revenue
shown in the statement for the years previous to Fasli 1274 is exclusive of the

amount, Hence, to make the comparison fair, the annual amount, viz., Rupees

—
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8. The Governor in Council continues to hold the opinion expressed in the

 Proceedings of Government, under date 19th September 1866, No. 2,523, to the
- effect that, in consequence of the simple and moderate character of the new land-
- tax, the district will steadily advance in wealth, and that the condition of the
~ people has been materially improved.

(True Extract.)

g | (Signed)  R. A. DALYELL,
Acting Secretary to Government.

To the Board of Revenue. .
,» the Director of Revenue Settlement '
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