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3. It is true that a large portion of,tfhé salt in the southern stations is
bought up by merchants bringing grain from the interior of eht district for
exportation to Ceylon, and who take back salt as return loads for their carts ; but,
unless it is meant that the sales at all other stations than Negapatam should be
confined strictly to local consumption, and that merchants asking for this com-
modity to take into the interior of the district should be told to go to N egapatam

‘in order that the Railway might have the carriage of all salt for general trade,

I do not see how the Government can do otherwise than maintain at every station
in the district a stock adequate to the existing demand thereon. That this can be
done in the case of Tambikkinallavankottai and Adrampatam only by working
the pans now reopened is demonstrated by the facts above stated.

4. The peculiar facilities which the so:r'(them port of Muttupettah and
Adrampatam present for the export trade in grain and the superior quality of
the salt manufactured in their neighbourhood have long establishedia trad in that
* Vide Mr. Cadell's letter, paragraphs 4 and dire ,._=:q’”’ and it is obviously not a sound
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Tae Board resolve to sulmnt. the tter of the Collector of Tanjore to Govern-
ment with the following remarks. :

2. In December 1872 Gomm t sanctioned the reopening of salt-pans at
Tamarankottai and Maghilankottai, in {h “outh of Tanjore District. {

3. These pans had been closed in 1865, but the want of more salt there had ‘
been so much felt that Mr. Cadell recommended them to be reopened. Salt is
needed there not only to meet the local demand but as a return load for car ts
carrying grain to the ports of Adrampﬁam and Muttupettah, which are said to
maintain an active trade with Ceylon at all seasons of the year.

4. The Agent of the Great Southern of India Railway has made the opening
of additional pans near these ports tha subject of a complaint to Government.
He insists that if additional salt is r.quired it should be manufactured near
Negapatam so that the Railway shon]d,have the pl‘oﬁt of carrying it instead of
the carts, and .points out that the I bway interests suffer. by the provision of a
return load at the southern ports, smea if the traffic in grain to these ports were
not encouraged the grain would be shxmzed from Negapatam in preference.

5. In short, Mr. Betts does not hevitate to ask that the salt monopoly should
be so worked as to drive the trade in grpn and salt from 1ts natural chanuel to the i
Railway which he manages.

6. Mr. Arbuthnott properly pomt,é out (L at, as the supply in the south was
insufficient to meet the demand, it was ﬂght @il proper to increase that supply,
and that every effort is being made to supply os mnch salt at Negapatam as will
meet the demand of the Railway there.

7. The Board think it unnecessary to comment at length on the Collector’s
letter. The Government are ¢learly bound te meet the demand for salt with a
supply thereof whenever and wherever that demand may arise. So long as pur-
chasers apply at the southern pans salt must be made to meet their demand. A
failure of salt at the Government stores is the greatest encouragement to smug-
gling.

8. The Board are clearly of opinion that it is neither proper nor practicable
to work the salt trade so as to divert the grain trade from one port to another.
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No. 87. Orper THEREON, 9th July 1873, No. 712.
Saprste. Bovtnne,. Nad 4 FCOMMUNICATED to the Pu"".¢c Works
" Department. g |
Salt. - : 2. The Governor in _ouncil

‘entirely concurs in the views expressed
by the Board of Revenue.
(True xtract.)
: . igned) = R. A. DALYELL,

s : |

i Acting Secretary to Government.
To the Public Works Departm ent.
,» the Board of Revenue.
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