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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Department,

6th January 1873.

No. 11. Endorsement of the Chief Secretary to Government, dated Ootacamund,
28th October 1871,

Read the following letter from the Secretary to the Government of India,
Department of Agriculture, Revenue, and Commerce, (Statistics
Gazetteers,) to the Secretary to the Government of Madras, dated Simla,
2nd October 1871, No. 137 :—

Wirh reference to the Resolution of Government marginally noted, creating
a Director-General of Statistics, I am
No. 118, dated Sth September 1871 of the directed to request that, with the per-

Department of Agriculture, Revenue and

7 Ky mission of His Excellency the Governor

in Council, you will favour His Excel-
lency the Governor-General in Council with full information as to the exact state
of the Gazetteer operations in Madras. This information is required with the least
possible delay.

2. Two distinct modes of preparing the Gazetteer have been placed before
the Government of India. One of them adopts the plan of drawing up District
Accounts and publishing thgm District by District, without reference to alpha-
betical arrangement. The other provides for the consolidation of these District
Accounts into an Alphabetical Gazetteer, such as the recent one of the Central
Provinces ; exhibiting each district, town, river, range of hills, or other geogra-

phical feature, in alphabetical order.

3. While it seems desirable that the second or alphabetical plan should be
adopted wherever practicable, the Governor-General in Council is unwilling to lay
down any rigid rule, and desires to be favouted with an expression of His
Excellency’s views on this point. Itis hoped that your report will include any
suggestions which are deemed expedient as to the plan and conduct of the local
operations, as well as a distinct statement of the time which they will occupy and
of the cost which they will involve. The statement also should -show the machi-
nery by which it is proposed to accomplish the work.

TRANSFERRED to the Revenue Department.
(Signed) W. HUDLESTON,
, Chief Secretary,
(True Capy.)
(Signed)  D. F. CARMICHAEL,

tary to Government,

Exd, G, A. Turton,




ReveENue DEPARTMENT,
Fort St. GEORGE,
6th January 1873.
No. 6.
No. 184 : s
To
Tae SECRETARY 1o THE GOVERNMENT or INDIA,

DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE,
REvVENUE, AND COMMERCE.

Sir,—1 am now instructed to reply
to your letter No. 137 of 2nd October
1871, furnishing a Resolution of the
Government of India appointing a Director-General of Statistics, and inquiring
the exact state of the  Gazetteer ” operations in Madras. This letter was shortly
followed by the Circular marginally
noted, enclosing copies of the new
Director-General’s Guide as to the heads of information principally required in
the compilation referred to.

9. The desire of Her Majesty’s Government for the preparation of a
Gazetteer for this Presidency was communicated to His Excellency in Council by
a letter from the Foreign Department of the Government of India, dated 19t
October 1867. At that time steps had already been taken here for the collection
of materials for sucha work. “ The original design of this Government contem-

plated the preparation of a series of

To Secretary to Government of India, Foreign : =
Department, No. 1,457, dated 22nd November VOI“m‘?S’\ each containing on a moro
1867. extensive scale than the Gazetteer of the

Central Provinces, a complete history

Miscellaneous.

No. 199, dated 16th December 1871.

of each district of this Presidency.” Two volumes relating to the extensive |,

districts of Madura and Vizagapatam were published in 1869, a sum of Rs. 2,500
being awarded to each Compiler as a remuneration for his trouble. A Committee
was at the same time appointed to consider and report upon the best method of
compiling the Madras Gazetteer ; and their suggestion that District Manuals
should be first prepared and the information necessary for the compilation of a
Presidency Gazetteer on a uniform plan should be afterwards extracted from them
by a Special Officer at the Presidency, was adopted by His Excellency in Council

and specially brought to the notice of

Tollzl&mz‘geutzr {gggf’ No. 1,132, Public, dated the Government of India. The two
. Manuals were simultaneouasly submitted

to the Secretary of State, who observed that the honorarium of 2,500 Rs. seemed to
be moderate, but that % the grants—especially considering that these Manuals are
Pt (pr;nue), No. 87, dated 25th August to be fo.llovived by similar ones for the
1869. “other districts of your Presidency—
ought not to have been made without

evious reference to the Government of India.”
3. The foregoing letter from this Government, of the 12th August 1869, was
o acknowledged by the Government of
Frg’:l‘l Eﬂe%x::ml)fg%t‘ment (Public), No. 733, 71pdia on the 8th February following.
The Governor-General in Council

objected to the contemplated expense, and also to the method of compilation

:
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icompiled for Bengal, the Pan,
and Haidrabad. Three months late
Secretary of State, and on the 19th
addressed all the Local Administrations
for the compilation of a Gazelleer n
Majesty’s Government.”

6. Various schemes were
of them so costly as to be altog
attained. But His Excellency
not the only unfortunate effect
Local Government to invent a
being done in other Provinces.
supervision, and the results did n
parative statistics of the empire.
organization had been pressed on th
particularly by the Commercial (
This latter body urged that, withot
Gazetteer will, in a measure, be de
the Gazetteer of India shall be
work will have to be gone over
His Excellency in Council declared
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9. Meanwhile the Provincial Gazetie#s have reached a stage which im-

peratively demands some uniform system gnd some guiding authority. It seems

to the Governor General in Council that the time has come for taking definite

~ steps to ensure that uniformity of plan frithout which it is hopeless to look
- for a successful issue from so widely exténded a statistical operation. It is
 desirable that a large amount of individual freedom should be permitted to

& 'gah of the Local Governments, but it is absolutely necessary that each of the
- Provin

cial Gazetteers should contain the materials requisite for the comparative

atigtics of the empire. Without a central guiding authority, economy and
ihiformity “are alike impossible, The Governor General in Council is of
hat this central control can best be obtained by the Government avail-

ing itself of the suggestions contained in Mr. Hunter’ s Plan, and by securing

for the execution of the design the superyision of the designer. Subject
to the approval of the Right Hon’ble the Szcretary of State, His Excellency in
Council is, therefore, pleased to appoint Mr. Hunter Director General of
Statistics to the .Government of India for the above purpose, and for the

‘consolidation of the Provincial Accounts into the Imperial Gazetleer.

Mr. Hunter will also continue to conduct the operations of the Bengal
Gazetteer, the compilation of which, the Government has ascertained, can

_ vbu carried on in connection with his new duties.

)

OrDER.—Ordered, that a copy of this Resolution be forwarded, for

* Government of Madras. Chief Commissioner of Oudl. information and guidance, to
» Suaibey. ” »  pumah - the Local Governments and
» ” » - . - -

e North-Western Provinces.  Administrations noted in the
eSS . » e margin,* and for information
» n ys
Resident at Haidrabad. to the several Departments
. \ 1 1

+ Home Department., | Military  Department. of s the Government of

Foreign = Public Works  ,, | India.t

Financial ,, Legislative - i

Ordered also,-that a copy be forwarded for information and guidance to

Mr. W. W. Hunter, LL. D.

(True Extract,)

Secretary to the Govt. of India.
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