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Proceedings of the Madras 'Govqrnment, Revenue Deparl
2nd July 1873.

otor. of Forests states that the conservancy of the ea
slopes of the Nilgiris,—a question ¢ of great importance and requiring imme
attention, -now that the railway to Mettapolliem has been finished”,—is before
ith a full report from the Inspector and letters from the Collectors

2. The Inspe

Government w

N - r -
of Coimbatore and Malabar. :
3. These papers will accordingly be submitted to Government.

Encrosure No. 1,

Proceedings of the Board of Revenue, dated 6th March 1873, Miscellaneous No. 1,283

"Read the following letters i— e
From J. R. COCKERELL, Esq., Commissioner of the Nilgiris, to J. GROSE, Esq., Secretary to
levenue, dated Ootacamund, 22nd November 1872, No. 118. :

the Board of I
for sanction the Budget-estimate for 1873-74 for the

[ gave the honour to gubmit herewith

Nilgirt Jungle Congervancy Department. »
9. In 1871-72 sixty-two acres of land were planted with 75,000 Australian trees, at 6

In the current year 275 acres have been planted, The trees on 250 acres of this
area have been put down at 9 feet apart. The balance of 25 acres has been planted with trees
The wider planting in the current year has been done at Rupees 650 per 20,000
ber of trees in 1871-72. - The increase of Rupees 100
more land to get down his trees than
The change to planting 9

feet apart.

6 feet apart.
trees against 550 Rupees for the same num
has been owing to the contractor having had to clear
would have been necessary had he planted as usual at 6 feet apart.

canse Euealypti on forest-sites grow so rapidly that at 6

feet apart has been faund necessary, be
ke each other in two years, while to thin them at this age is mere waste ; the

worthless for any purpose. Planted at 9 feet apart, on the
ears old, by which time they have hardened and

feet apart they cho
sapling containing nothing but pulp,
trees have room to grow until five y

other hand, the
to thin the thinnings are valuable.

come to some size, and, if necessary,
3. The revenue of the Nilgiri Conservancy Department has been as under :— . ; )
RE AP
1867-68... 4002 9 0 » !
1868-69... 2774 4 6
1869-70... 6,926 11 1
1870-71... ety 997 1174
1871-72.., ' 14741 14 9O
4. This year the revenue is expected to reach about 18,000. The current year opened
with a credit balance of Rs. 11,351-4-1. :
5. The proposed expenditure for 1873-74 differs in various respects from the expenditure
sanctioned for the current year. This year Rs. 9240 was budgetted as additional allowance to
.

two Revenue Inspectors, at Rs. 10 each. The allowance has, ever since the establishment of the
Jungle Conservancy Department, been given to :he two Revenue Inspectors ia the district asan
inducement to bring forward cases of illicit felling. The Inspectors have hitherto done nothing
for the money, although it is known that illicit felling goes on, inasmuch as the departmental
officers have successfully prosecuted annually cases within their knowledge in the following

numbers —
Cases.  Persons.

1869-70 A 36
1870-71 RS 70
1871-72 7 | 63

and in the current year & conviction has been obtained against a contractor who has been for
years evading the forest rules, and has felled thousands of Rupees worth of timber.
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Prfecedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Depariment,
2nd July 1873.

('

“35  As the Revenue In tor: e nob i he additional allowances, it i sed, 1
5. Revenue Inspectors are nof earning the ad litional allowances, it is proposed, in
By . ¢ . - R ¢ 1 N .
*3.74, to discontinue the payment. During the current year one ol the Goomastahs of the
department was made over o the Presidency

the reserves sct apart at the foot of the ghaut

Forest Department Establishment sanctioned for
in G. 0., 25th September 1871, No. 1,671,
Revenue Department.
The present budget accordingly shows this reduction as compared with the budg
1872-73.

8  The working and planting charges, etc., were lumped tozether in the last bu
down at Rs. 6,140. The proposed similar charges in the present budget are put at the larger

here that p

£ 9,580, in view to planting out 250 acres in 1873-74. I should observe

figure-of
ing at 6 feet apart gives 1,210 frees to the acre, and that the current year’s | udgzet contemplating
3 plating

the putting down of 62 acres previded for 75,020 trees. The entry in the pre 1
for 134,250 trees, and the increase of expenditure proposed is about 50 per eent.
relatively cheaper work. The present budget, besides providing for planting, makes provision for
putting down avenues,—3a branch of work whiek has been undértaken recently by the Couservancy

Department.

9. Looking at the balances in favour of the fand of the department at the end wch of the

last two years, namely, Rs. 6.675-11-4 and Rs. 11,351-4-1, respe | the fact that the
oF v : al av :

in ha : 1st in . of

planting this year is nearly over, and there was a balance in hand, on the lst
Rs. 10,126-8-11, which the incomings i the remaining six

although there will be outgoings for work done but not pai

stance that the rail to Mettapolliem will be opened early next year, and

- | R - . T 4 % 3 -4
fuel and worked up timber, I have had it in contemplation to form fuel and timber 5ts at the
foot of the Coonoor ghaunt, and to propose an establishment for the purpose. With this view

Captain Murray has entered a sam of Rs. 5,000 in the present budget, and I bez for instructions

in the matter. I append a memorandum on the subiect from Captain Murray. In regard to the
b ke + o ‘ Ca« WO Wi

~tahlizshment reguired to +b thaal e date & s AT . .

e\,tﬂbl]._h'ﬂ_\thu TE gun 1 to WQf.k the siopes prop T[,_\' l :[‘.‘!Ul.l propose thﬂ,‘& one ‘St-"]'lll ()""Jr“":(r,

on Rs. 130 per month, should be located at Mettapolliem, with the following subordinates : —

Two Goomastahs, at Rs. 20 each, and 4 Peons, at Rs. 8 cach, making up the Eotal” cosb to

Rs. 202 per month.

‘uch an establishment will not appear excessive when it 13 considere
ment entertained by the Forest Department for looking after the three
the Coonoor ghaut costs Rs, 157 per month. The slopes on the east face of the Nilgiri range
alone are 40 miles long by about 7 broad, and are completely covered with forest. S

4]

10. The first outlay in forming depdts will probably be considerable, but the returns should

in no long time make the expenditure profitable. The week before last I went down to M-

polliem with Captain Murray, and visited the Reserve H referred to in G. 0. No. 1 f‘l*
September 1871, This reserve 1 found to consist of thorn jungle containing very \ - v
sufficient size, even for fuel for the railway. The Overseer in ¢ harge stated 16 wa > pre w

intention to fell in the reserve or in the other two reserves constituted by G. 0. On the contrary
he said it was in contemplation to sink wells on the three reserves, and t plant the res 'K‘.'.‘“-\ wzn
quick-growing trees. Assuming this plan to be carried out, the apparent ;=:r:;w,-«1i(-- of formi
timber and fuel depdts at once for the wood on the hill-slopes starts into prominence.

f

£ £ .
y Ol .'.)lxiixfl;,’

11. Of course, but very imperfect data ara available for a conclusion with regard $o the
returns from depdts, as there are foew or no instances with which I'am acquainted -;f' a r"irwtl
running through a country barren of timber to the foot of forest slopes affor “'zl’ an enormous I ] W
and fuel-supply. Judging, however, from what occurs on the Hills, it sy 1»1-\"1mc-tilv;~i“';
tolerable certainty that depdts at the foot of tle slopes will prove remans r-[tiv:.\ On the }.'J]‘
the Conservancy Department cufs a thousand pounds of firewood for six Annas an'i“" —,q’
one rupee for the quantity which can be carted for one rupee per 10 miles. ' 55
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- Proc\edings of the Madras Government, Revenue Department,
~ 5 2nd July 1813. |
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and Sa=dal prevail, and along all the slopes from Taimallay to Kullar and on
{'t’he"sy thern slopes, Soapnut, Vengay trees, Red and White Cedar, Teak, and
Nager. \I have no reliable data for estimating the quantity of fuel the rail at
Mettapoll:-~ wjll take, but T learn the /consumption on the branch line will be
about fifty tons per annum per mile, which, as the line is twenty-five miles long,
will entail an annual expenditure of 1,250 tons. The fuel would be supplied by
the Conservancy at 6 Rupees a ton. I snderstand that the Madras Railway has

e . ™ e T g

. fuel stored sufficient for two years’ gon ‘'on. This store has been in great part
obtained from the Warriore Jungles, bt nel Morgan tells me these jungles are
now nearly wors:d out. The Railway, ) ve, hasa contract for coal from abroad

) but it is about expiring, and the price ¢ has risen so much that in all proba-

: bility the Railway administrz.xtion will be rn back on the forests of this country

: for fuel. In this case the demand ¢ Nilgiri slopes should before long

| become urgent. Besides the fuel supply: 1etimber now obtained on the slopes
will show as swelling the revenues of the ari District.

SusMiTTED to Government in continuation of Board’s Proceedings, dated 7th
{ April 1873, No. 546.

b No. 15. Orper THEREON, 2nd July 1873, No. 678.

Ix the order of Government dated
15th March 1873, No. 328, it has
already been determined that the south-
eastern slopes of the Nilgiri Hills shall form a portion of a new forest range
attached to the Coimbatore District.

(( # 2. The Commissioner of the Nilgiris appears to overlook the fact that his

Jungle Conservancy Establishment is a /ocal one, and cannot, therefore, deal with

.5 forests ¢ proper,” which must come under the management of the Imperial Forest
Department. '

3. The strength of that department is not sufficient to allow of an officer

Forests, No. 2.

. S R ———

being detailed for so small a charge as the southern slopes of the Hills, which,
moreover, could not be managed by a forester with his head-quarters on the plateau.
So far, however, as the Segoor and Mudumullay Forest Ranges are concerned,
Lieutenant-Colonel Morgan will consider himself as attached to the Commissioner
of the Nilgiri Hills, who will act as Conservator of those Ranges, receiving Lieute-
nant-Colonel Morgan’s accounts, forwarding his reports, and generally overlook-
ing his operations.

4. In respect to the other forest ranges, which are now under Lieutenant-
Colonel Morgan’s direction, he will act as Deputy-Conservator to the Collector of
Coimbatore in whose district these ranges are situated.

5. Assuggested by the Commissioner, the authority of the Imperial Forest
officers will extend up the entire slopes of the Hills ; the officer in charge of Jungle
Conservancy and planting restricting his operations to the plateau, as directed in

G. O,, 11th March 1869, No. 653.
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