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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Department,
18th January 1873.

No. 131, Read the following Rroceedings of the Board of Revenue, dated
17th December 1872, No. 2,398 :—

Read the following letter from R. K. PUCKLE, Esq., Collector of Tinnevelly,

to the Secretary to the Board of Revenue, dated 4th November 1872,
No. 518:—

I uave been in communication  with the Chief Engincer of the Great
Southern India Railway rélative to Fuel Reserves, and have ascertained that the
Railway Company are not. prepared to pay more than 53 Rupees, a ton, for dry
wood of a certain size delivered at any two stations between Madura and Tuti-
R LA b e
2, -?‘ﬁbwihe market price of firewood of any size is from 8 to 12 Rupees a
ton in all the large towns of this district, and I could urJoubtedly realize more
than the railway offer on the spot where the wood is felled without incurring the
cost of cartage. - Our Fuel Reserves, moreover, would be spread over a very large
area, and cartage to two given stations would cost 1 Rupee, per ton, for 5 miles,
within which distance but a portion of the Fuel Reserves might lie.

3. Under these circumstances, I think it impossible to supply the railway
with fuel, and request the orders of the Board as to whether such Reserves as have
been already formed shall be kept up.

4. ‘The arrangements made are cheap and efficient as far as the growth of
fuel is concerned, and consist of conserving the spontaneous arowth of the Babul

. e
Sy e 1
g lg:on;sagars i).g) salary of Rupees 60, and a few Watch-
12 Watchersm 36

supplied by the Forest Department on a

men, etc., as per margin, drawing alto-
gether about as much more per mensem
5 Tven if we cannot sell wood to the railway, it would be a pity, I think, to
give up a system of conservancy that will shortly add much to the resources of
this part of the country, and as we have ample funds for Jungle Conservancy, I
propose taking over the establishment employed on the Fuel Reserves and paying
them from the Jungle Conservancy Fund. The only difficulty will be regarding
the service and pension of the Overseer, Mr, Theobald, who is now a Government .
servant, and who 1is naturally unwilling to give up Government employ. Iie
might perhaps be retained on his present footing, though paid from Local Funds,

It appears from this letter that: the 'Chiaf Engineecr of the Great Southern
ndia Railway has informed the Collector of Tinnevelly that the Company will
1ot be able to pay more than Rupees 53 a ton for firewood delivered at twao
pecified Railway Stations, that this price is below the market value of the wood
nd the cost of production, and that the Collector believing that the Railway
jompany will not be customers proposes to keep up the Reserves for the people
nd maintain them from the Jungle Conservancy Fund.

2. As regards the price which the Railway Company will have to pay there
an be no doubt that it must be commensurate with the cost of reproduction, In
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