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Proceeéiz'nga 'qf the Madras Government, Public Department,
! : | 30th December 1872. '

No. 61.  Read the following Proceedings of Government in the Revenue Depart-
ment, dated 11th November 1872, No. 1536 :—

: Read the following Despatch from the Right Honourable the Secretary of
State for India (Sanitary), to His Excellency the Right Honourable the
Governor in Council, Fort St. George, dated India Office, London, 8th

~ August 1872, No. 7:—

The Revenue Despatch of your Excellency in Council, dated 15th February,
No. 5of 1872, transmitting copies of papers, embodying statistics, and inform-

& ation relative to the public health in the Madras Presidency, has been considered
! by me in Couneil. :

2, ' In reply, I forward, herewith, for the consideration of your Excellency
in Couneil, and for the issue of such
~orders as may be deemed necessary,
copy of some observations by the Army Sanitary Commission on the subjects

discussed in those papers.

13th June 1872.
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X 0 7 1 Excrosvre No. 1.

Mruopanpuy by the Army Sanitary Commission on *‘Proceedings of Madras Government,
embodying information relative to the Public Health of the Presidency during Fasli
1280 (1870-71)."

dealt with in theso papers is the occurrence of epidemie
Cgheo Prosuue rulusyn Of THIS feves wo ul Trrigauion

. The question is a similar one to that raised in Dr. Plank’s report on the outbreak of fever in
certain irrigated districts of the N orth-West Provinces, described in the Commissioner’s remarks
on this report of August 25, 1871, and both questions have an important bearing on the whole
mbjm'oflndian irrigation.

9. The Godavery fever, according to the report of Mr. Wright, the Medical Officer, is an
ague aegomp&ni‘?d. in certain cases, with remittent or bilious remittent symptoms, sometimes
agsuming typhoid character. The mortality, so far as this can be ascertained in the present state
of the mortuary statistics, waslvery high in 1869-70.

3. In the irrigated talugs of the Godavery'delta the death rates per 1000 were 7-43, 9-17,
960, 1573, and 23:03 ; average 13:0. In the non-irrigated talugs above the irrigation works
the death rates per 1000 were 11:28,"13:86, 14'89, and 1912 ; average 14°79.

I BT ¢ Cornish gives the death rates for five years, ending December 1870, as follows :—~
e Y

In irrigated talugs ... bR IR et b L L R e (100G
" In Zemindari estates, mostly on the sca-board and irrigated... 85  ,,
Tn non-irrigated talugs above the delta e 11408

B Animportant point of comparison might be supplied by the fover death rates of other
districts in Madras Presidency, but unfortunately the registration of deaths cannmot yet be
‘. _ depended on for accuracy. : | y
A mortality table for (1870) Fasli 1280 in the papers gives the fover death rato for Goda-
gy DiserieC o8 390 per 1000. There are twenty districts in the table, twelve of which have
Jower death rates than Godavery ; two districts have the same fever death rate ; and in five districts
: tha fovor doath rate excocds the Godavery rate. But not much importance can he attached to this
{ comparison for the reason stated. ‘ j
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a4

6. According to Mr. Cornish, as cited by Mr, Wfight, the deaths are as 1 to 56, 60, or
more of the attacks—a fact which will show the immense prevalence of the discase, and the
| m@ﬂ‘-m‘“ﬁ* Jikely to exercise on the health and productive power of the population,
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9. Mr. Cornish considers that

_ Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Department,
30¢h December 1872,
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which must e nsed ;&cm‘e requiied to ensure a maximum of advantage with a minimum

s Therstim e
| NI portant fact ¢
be that it increases rapidly aﬂ:: :h:e“‘mw_ ffeqngncy and fatality of the disease sppesrs 0 of risk to health
: months, that the discase is most g ?-lnl, 8613 is comparatively quiescent during the dry wari i
§ northerly direetions gencrally ; ctive during wind§ blowing from the north-east, and 0% =0 _ War Oxrice, (Signed)  J. J. FREDERICK, _
. : ninfgu in the nmh.e”t m;:: mnCh 80. ‘m it’ incregsg may be predicted if thm bo h’.""_ .\’j' £ l3th June 1872. Smetafv-
3 imperfectly nourished and indiﬂ‘(;:;lu s ;‘thmm‘d by cold winds acting on constitution® bl
| :nbﬁfxedg barbarous native medical ir:a:m:d £ a:'dt:hel‘emd’ e ey 'tom' S | 5 Oeder 114 Nogsmber i nudlecittion
) » . ol > 3 3 ) i : . ah o ag -
: oy :in::;t;e starvation part of it, by lw‘° % :o:l‘;ﬂ';:":;e‘;hllﬁlf- Wﬂg:‘ Brope The memorandum by the Army Sanitary Commussion, received with the
& overcrowding :: the dﬂ@as.e is not aggravated by ordinary sanit a: defc:saiz’thol “A‘ # foregoing Despatch, will be referred to the Public Department, with reference to
¥ n&st mp; defective ventilation, filth, and impure “m’ e ~ G. 0. in that Department, 14th June 1871, No. 828, for consideration and orders.
. 1708, i ‘p 2 ; L : « i . A H :
and that this fever has notably’ :}:‘::na? e that the Godavery delta was formerly healthy, (True Extract.) :
R Works. The fact is called in questi itself since the introduction of the Godavery Irrigatio® - A (Signed) ~ W. HUDLESTON,
A ’c ‘ but Mmthstmdmg this fact one l:;on the ground that native impressions are not to betﬂl“d' 5 i ‘ e s Officiating Chief Seeretary.
k| ’ , regarding works of undoubted benefit to wm.l’ suppose that such an idea would bave arisen [ ' i ' %
i agricalbtre, had there not been some ground for the ‘ /f/ i 4 , S :
" OgpER THEREON, 30th December 1872, No. 1414.

may be accepted asa cause. I3 malaria blown from unhealthy districts away from the delts
: appears to show that t:::::; district, and that other experience, Dr. Plack’s *’
Important bearing on the amount of fever, of water level in the soil of irrigated districts bas 8

10. Mr. Wright ‘ h
o d“:: hy fhe Godavery and ae;mﬁ.ﬁ’ ﬁ:d"‘ﬂ» “a large quantity of silt is yearly bre
. Ihihe meantime, been improved to carr : 3 t]::’ But the old drainages of the delta bave

. ;ﬂig’ ut at i Phese mmmﬁh« of water now pre
it gt by A Sl B0 Somc (RETE Thab ths v e _ he meantime, hoao)
it < ‘11" Anwh& £ = g . ‘ _7 ,.A.ﬁ“_;« ;.,.7. . fas < - ,'u.

; point to be considered as bearing on this subject is the buk-m

 Fiver itself above the irrigation _
e T
12, The evidenc et '
conclusive, but it ::::t::le: the relation between the irrigation works and the fever :
) mvmw suggests points for inquiry such as the following === L=
* over the irrigated district m:hth”ah every month in the year at a sufficient ﬁmwéfﬂ“: e
the added rainfall might be asce bo recorded. In this way the effect of irrigation bY itselfm0d 5
- towhat extent irrigation “:‘?mﬂned. As a result of such an inquiry it might be 3“‘,‘"‘“'&
- adding ah element of ll-health durin,. during the rains, and whether it may nob be &m“fﬂ_
T i el e e i sresmi adding to the forkility of (B 570
- above it might also be examis aticut on the water levél at & suffcient number of poiats f 57
- season is an element in the questi It may be that keeping up the water lovel during R0
| osomis an lement in tho quastion of the forer in these ditricts. |

s 0

'y »;: "> (a') m nditior P & .l » : .;,
m,m““,,““t;‘hmwmw by Mr. Wright appeat wbonpaist
Lo e i S {o look farther into. T

consideration. = ,l--".’f_@"‘.iw,ineonne;ion_with_im&&hn mncﬂﬂi‘f‘.fm L
N . " 15, »s ;

(8 W skt erohal it i | |
Jso sugzest wh’;"f“im'bﬂhm and use of water and tho introduction of
¢ by Mr. Wright might bo attended to with sdvantage.

C S T i b vedtales to T
| nﬁ:;:;!d,lalm mw‘m@t of irrigation on the dom . “mw'
o P Tt

Proceedings of Government dated 30th

 be forwarded to the Secretary of State

gion, with the view to

of Assistant-Surgeon Wright, recorded in
, December 1872, No. 1413, on the causes
of fever inthe Godavery District, with the letters received from the Inspector-
General, Ind n Medical Department, and Sanitary Commissioner on the subject,
' : for India for communication to the Army

v6d that the further report

| . A I [ a MWy R
EIN AEAATER TRy L SrRe,
garafr e Rl y

morandum from the Army Sanitary Commis-
ng instituted on the several points therein

o) of
‘ inquiries bei
noted. ' ‘
3. 'The attention of the
General, Indian Medical Depar
drawn to the points above referred to.

i (True Extract.)

Collector of the Godavery District, the Inspector-
tment, and the Sanitary Commissioner will also be

Chief Secretary.

To the Public Works Department.
Collector of the Godavery District.

A Tnspector-General, Indian Medical Department.
,, Danitary (Commissioner. \ "
A Revenue Department. ,/
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