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E;Po the Residen

# \ Proceedings of the Madras Government, Political Department,
, : 29¢th October 1873.

No.55.  Read the following letter from G. A. BALLARD, Esq., Resident in
: Travancere and Cochin, to the ITon, W. IIUDLESTON, Chief Secretary

to Government, Fort 8t. George, dated Trevandrum, 17th October 1873,
No. 92 :— ) '

I doubt not Government is aware that the returns of population in these States
 are exceedingly inaceurate. - ‘ . . ) h

2. The generally-quotod returns for Cochin were taken in 1857 ; those for
¢ Travancore, in 1854, Probably, when taken, they were not very correct, and, from
: the progress made and prosperity cnjoyed since, they have now become simply

misleading if relied on at all.

3 3. I have several times casually spoken with the Diwans of having a fresh
 census taken, They, I believe, are not averse to the measnre. If Government
approve, I propose now scriously mooting the subject. I would recommend the
 census” being taken in the course of the current Malayalum year, very much in
-the manner in which the last quinquennial census was conducted in the Madras

a correct opinion on sundry important questions of administration and statistics, .
4. A fresh census in the States would hardly Be required at the time of the
next ensuing quinquennial census in Madras; but thercafter it might be arranged
'that census should be taken in the States simultaneously with the census in Dritish
India, as that courso would sceure obvious advantages for purposcs of comparison,
&e. _

E 5. Considering, however, how very false the now usually accepted figures are,
I think it would be undesirable to wait till the next Madras Census to obtain
raore aceurate info_rmation in 'Ifrayanéore and Cechin.

6. 1 solicit an” early cxpression of the views of Government, after recciving
which I will, if necessary, communicate with the Diwans. If my proposition is
approved, I beg that cepics of the most important Orders of Government or Pro-

.ceodings of the Board of Revenue, prescribing the modus operand; in taking the late
census in Madras, piny be furnished me.

s

No.56. % Onper TmEmrow, 29th October 1873, No. 433. )
- :-‘T.'.le Governor in Council approves of the Resident bringing ungder the con-
41deratmnigf:.:,thc Travancore and Cochin Sirkars the desirablencss of having a

new census taken on the system lately adopted in the British Territorics.
9 3

be furnishéd o the Resident,
i (True Extract.)
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Presidency. That would give the information which is much required for forming -

The papers prescribing the procedure, with the reports of the results, will
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