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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Department,
16th January 1873.
No. 114, Read. the following Proceedings of the Board of Revenue, dated 14th
y August 1872, No. 1,581:—

Read Petition No. 1,240 of 1872 from Rajah Vasareddi Venkata Lukshaumah,
the widow of Rajah Vasareddi Lakshmipati Naidoo, Bahadoor, Mana
Sultan of the Kistna District, requesting that her present maintenance
allowance may be raised to its original amount of Rupees 1,000, and the
arrears disbursed to her.

Ix this petition Vasareddi Venkata Lukshaumah, widow of the late Lakshmi-
pati Naidoo, and adoptive mother of a minor, prays for a re-consideration of
G. O., 25th May 1866; No. 1,255, in which the pension of Rupees 1,000 a month
enjoyed by her late husband is declared to have lapsed, and though Rupees 750
a month is continued to the widow, it is intimated that this is done as a matter of
grace, and that adopted sons have no claim to the pension.

2. The petitioner points out that the ruling that the Vasareddi pension

was granted to the ex-proprietor and his descendants in the male line only, exclu-
sive of adopted children, is inconsistent with the decision in G. O., 6th December
1871, No. 2,063, where the Chelakulurpetta pension, which was granted under
precisely similar circumstances, is' continued in full to an adopted son on the
ground - that (as remarked by the Board) ““all the circumstances of the case indi-
cate the propriety of classing the pension
as an allowance in lieu of property given
up to Government, and therefore, under the recent ruling of the Government
of India, inheritable by-heirs natural or adopted without limitation in perpetuity.”
3. This allegation ‘is true. The Vasareddi pension was granted under the
same circumstances as the Chelakulur pensions.  Moreover, there are special reasons
for dealing compassionately with the petitioner and her son. The Board resolve,
therefore, to submit the petition for the favourable consideration of Government.
4, The Vasareddi estates were once the most extensive and the richest in
Guntoor. The magnificenge of the Zemindar, who lived at the beginning of the
present century, is thus described by
Mr. Walter Elliot: “ Venkatadri Naidoo,
the Vasareddi proprietor, in addition to his family estate of Chintapully, acquired
possession of the Vengupoorum District, being a quarter of the Repilly Estate, in a
settlement of debts due to him by its less provident proprietor, and of those of
Colloor and Nizampatam, sold for arrears by order of Government. He removed in
disgust from his family residence of Chintapully, because it was judged necessary
to cuzb his turbulence by placing a garrison in the fort, and built a new town
with palaces and extensive gardens at Amarawatty. Ie also erected residences
at Chebrole and other places and built a lofty Gopuram (or temple-tower) at
Mangalgerry, besides numerous Pagodas at Amarawatty, Chebrole, etc. - He set
up 108 pillars of brass, each richly gilt and 30 feet in height, at the principal
shrines throughout his domain, and twice he distributed his weight in silver and
once irrgold to Brahmins. He performed pilgrimages to Rameswaram and Benares,
during the latter of which he presented costly offerings to the ex-Pershwa Bajee
Row, and lavished large sums on the priests. Before setting out he paid up his
peishcush in advance, and deposited nearly two lakhs of rupees more in the public

G. 0., 2nd October 1871, No. 1,720.

Report to Government, 14th April 1846.




Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Departﬁ;ent, : &
16th January 1873. ' |
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treasury to meet his drafts on the road. The title of Mana Sultan was purchased
from the Nizam by a Nuzzer of a lakh of Pagodas, and he spared no expense in his
sacrifices, marriages, and festivals, so that the fame of their magnificence is still a
subject of wonder ; and at his death he left property valued at upwards of 50 lakhs
(or more than £500,000).”

5. In 1798 Venkatadri Naidoo legally adopted Jagannatha Baboo, through
whom the petitioner claims. In 1807 he
made a second adoption which the Privy
Council have decided to be illegal of Ramanadha Baboo. In 1818 he died, leaving
the estate half to Jagannatha and half to Ramanadha. This division of the pro-
perty was also illegal. It ought all to have descended to Jagannatha.

6. Jagannatha immediately claimed the whole estate, and a long course of
litigation ensued, at the beginning of which the treasure accumulated by the
father was speedily dissipated ; ¢ partly
embezzled by his confidential servants,
partly squandered in legal expenses.”
7. The Provincial Court decreed in favour of Jagannatha in June 1824.
Ramanadha immediately appealed, and
before the appeal was heard Jagannatha
died in February 1825, leaving a legally adopted son, Lakshmipati Naidoo, who
was the husband of the petitioner.

8. Ramanadha at once claimed the whole of the estates as heir both to
Venkatadri and Jagannatha. His position was attacked by other members of the
family, and especially by the guardians
of Lakshmipati Naidoo, but the Sadr
Court decided in his favour, and he enjoyed the position of Zemindar until the
Privy Council declared him a usurper and Lakshmipati Naidoo the rightful heir
in 1846,

9. By this time the property which was the object of all this litigation had
disappeared. For one cause or another the estates were under the management

by of the Collector almost without inter-

MIA }\)‘;ﬁltleg-}ghot 8 report to Government, 14th mission . from - 1816175 to. 184344
Arrears rapidly accumulated. The

subordinates in charge grew rich whilst the tenants were impoverished. In 1832-33
there was a famine, and a succession of bad seasons reduced the estate to the lowest
ebb. In 1836-37 Government tried the experiment of placing Ramanadha in

Moore’s Indian Appeal Cases, Vol. IV., page 3.

Mr. Elliot's report.

Moore's Indian Appeal Cases, Vol. IV., page 23.

Page 49.

charge, but the experiment failed. He was a man of the most unprincipled
_ character. He is described as being

X £ iot' Gover t, 9th : A
Ml.'AuZIStEllél:;.s teport “to Gupeuinent, e S ont to all sense of moral obligation,

heartlessly ungrateful, an intriguer, set-

ting spies on spies, and endeavouring to influence the course of justice corruptly,
a man whose ‘ perjuries, falsehoods, and
| - want of good faith recorded in the Zillah
Court, and stamped on all his other transactions, have brought him into universal
contempt, even among his own countrymen.” As might have been expected this

Report of the 14th April 1846, paragraph 102.

* most untrustworthy Manager embezzled a large portion of his collections, and the

l, ;

*

. .Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Department,
; 16th January 1873.

-arrears continued to accumulate, In 1841-42 the experiment was put an end to,

required to surrender the estate to Government on the understanding that it would
be restored when free from debt, and that a maintenance allowance of Rs. 1,000 a
month would be paid to the proprietor in the meantime. 'This condition was in
accordance with the instructions of the Court of Directors (letter of the 21st June
1842, No. 14). In 1846 the estate was sold for arrears under orders from Govern-
ment who found it impossible to free the estates from the accumulation of debt in
any other way. :

10. Four other estates were in a similar situation, and were dealt with in the
same way, namely, Mulraz, Chelkalurpad (or. Chelakulurpetta), Sattanapilly, and
Repilly.

11. A written assurance was given to the proprietors in the following terms:—

149 !
From the Collector to the Board, 1st April .As it hav.e sub?e.quentl_v g uad & ,.' '

1846, No, 33. wish to have in writing an assurance to |

; . the same effect as was made to you | !

verbally when the reasons of Government for ordering your estate to be gold and | |
bought in by Government were explained to you, you are hereby informed that the | |
Government will in no way de from the conditions on which your estate has \ i
been surrendered, namely, ‘ that of receiving a sufficient maintenance and the hope
that it may be eventually restored.” ” : :

12, At the time this assurance was given Ramauadha was the Zemindar of
Vasareddi, and the maintenance allowance was paid to him, but three months
afterwards the Privy Council decreed against him, and when the news arrived
Government transferred the allowance to Lakshmipati Naidoo, the adopfed son of
the Jagannatha who died in 1825. _ ~

13. Mr. W. Elliot, a Member of the Board of Revenue, was deputed to the "

Guntoor Zemindaris to inquire into the

and the direct management re-assumed by Government. In 1844 Ramanadha was b X
!

i . ord . !
Fr&zﬁgfrﬁaﬂt :? g:xi:f lli%tt'h Eﬁﬁui:y causes of their depression, and to deter-

1845, No. 74. ” mine how they could best be restored
to prosperity., In April 1846 he sent in
his final report. In paragraph 98 he
quotes his instructions ‘¢ to report on the best mode of final settlement with each
family, whether by the restoration of their entire estates eventually or by a
perpetual money pension, or by the gift of a Muttah, or certain number of villages
in perpetuity, either on a nominal rent or rent free.” He recommends : that the
estates shall not be restored, but that the proprietors shall be allowed increased
pensions and be Muttahdars of the villages in which they live. :
14. On this Government recommended the Court of Directors to grant
increased pensions to the proprietors
E. M. C., 6th December 1847, No 1.9 settled on their lineal descendants,
and to assign them the village in which each resided. In the

excluding adoptions, :
case of Vasareddi the pension was to be Rs. 3,677 instead of Rs. 1,000 a month.

15.  The Court of Directors on receiving this report altered their yiews regard-
ing the Zemindars. They had pre- -
No. 1 of 1849. viously regarded their condition with !

Report, 14th April 1846.
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‘G«ﬁarnment it was ruled by the Govern-

m nt of Indla that an allowance which
Financull)fpsftment No. 3,418, llth Septem-
ber 137 8

up to the State descends to

i

adopted heirs as in the case of prlvate rpperty,
~ ditary pensions an adopted son has no ng‘ i _and it need not be continued to him,
-~ unless Government see special reasons fat domg T

; 9. This concession was not, of course intended to have a general retrospec-

._hvabeﬁ'mh but the Government of Mad
‘decision would have been different fror whst it was, had the ruling of the

Government of Ind;a been ennnmata&ﬁ years earlier. It is the case of the

adopted son of the late ex-Zemindar of the great Vasareddi Estates in the Northern

Circars. The circumstances are peculiar; an and derive a speclal interest from the

 antiquity and splendour of the family, wl  representative was long the wealthiest

i nobleman of the Presidency. Tam to uept therefore, that this letter and its

~ enclosures may be submitted to Her Mgszsty s Government with the support of
Hls Excellency | the Governor-General m gmmcﬂ

8. "Phe Vwreddx Estaﬁes were purchased by the Collector at a revenue sale

iar atrea& in the year 1846 W m “§,000 Rs., but the misfortunes of the

i‘azmly dute from 1316 Ia that' 1e Zemindar Venkatadri Naick died,

ST ¢ wving fwo adopted sons. The Priv

ER : H”"’ v"l W‘ ~ Council decided that a Hindoo conlﬁ

; m adpgﬁ h‘o ;bm at oné ttma a.nd ﬁ'& ﬁecfas “for the elder (by priority of

~ adoption), viz., Jagaunuﬁhn, who ! I.Abkmiptm the adoptlve father of

Vanka&alakﬂhmx ﬂmmha, the ye'dth 7 mhose behalf the Governor in Council

pted sons of Venkatadri Naick, which
ty years. During this period, for one

aged’ almost without intermission by the
TV op was exerémed over the Nativa

while in the case of other here-

desn'e to re-open one case where their
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