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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Department,
28th May 1873.

-

No. 195. Read the following Proceedings of the Board of Revenue, dated 6th‘
May 1873, No. 723 :—

Read the following letter from W. 8. FOSTER, Esq., Acting Collector of the Goda-
very District, to J. GROSE, Esq., Secretary to the Board of Revenue,
dated Narsapur, 26th March 1873, No. 65 :—

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the Proceedings of the Board of Revenue,
No. 1,479, dated March 13th, 1873, calling on me for a report on the collection of
the grass-rents on lands rented out by the officers of the Public Works Depart-
ment.

9. These officers rent out the land, and, then, call on the Tahsildar to collect
the rents if the ryots do not pay. The Revenue Department Lave nothing to do
with renting out the land. :

3. Papers called puttas are given to these renters ; but I do not consider that
this will allow the Collector to put {he Revenue Arrears Act in force against them.

4, Tt must be remembered that, if the Collector enforces by this Act an illegal
contract, a suit can be brought against him, and he would be lialle to damages.
The Public Works officers would not be so liuble, though they had made the illegal
contract, and though the Collector had no power or opportunity to decide whether
the contract is legal or illegal. This may be of force only in theory, not in prac-
tice ; but, in considering whether a matter is legal or not, it is not always advisable
to wait till =e can commit an illecality. ~ -

5. T would refer the Board to their Proceedings No. 5,052, dated July 15th,
1869, in which the Government Pleader gives an opinion that forest rents cannot
be collected by Collectors under the Revenue Arrears Act ; and I think the grass-
rents are just in the same position. ,

6. 1 think it would be better than the present course if such matters as rent-
ing out this land should be given up to the Revenue authorities ; and, then, the
rents could be collected under the Act. These lands are situated on the banks of
the river and canals, and the Public Works Department might point out what can
be rented out and what should not.

7. Bat, on the whole, I consider that it would be best that these lands should
be rented out by the Public Works officers under special contracts, to be enforced
by the Collector, under Madras Act VIIL of 1865, or by a Civil Court. In cases of
emergency, it might be necessary to turn the people off these lands, and a special
agreement to that effect would have to be inserted in the Contract bond ; and such
an agreement could not find a place in a Revenue putta.

8. A Tahsildar remarked to me once that the officers of the Public Works
Department had very little means of finding out themwselves whether the people
who took these lands on rent had or had not any property ; and they never asked
the advice of the Tahsildar, but they rented out the land to a man who had
nothing, and then expected the Tahsildar to recover the money.

9. Whether this is strictly true or not, it is worth consideration. Certainly,
the Revenue authorities know more about the people than others. I would, also,
mention that, if the Department Public Works are relieved of the work of letting
out these lands, they might have more time for their own legitinate work. )
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