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Proceedings of the Madras Govern neat, Revewue Department,
g 19th April 1873.

t y ’ i N  Escrosoge No. 1.
4., Deputy-Collector of Malabar, Southern Division, to A. MACGREGOR,
Malabar, Cal to i, 13th August 1872, No, 119.

B ot e o e S

& project would not cause inconveni-

‘ h_epuﬁl'i'caﬁﬂ' pediment to trade. ‘
9. If a Customs station is established, it would be the unavoidable duty of the officer in
charge to search all the boats plying on the canal, every one of which will fall a vietim to bis
rigid examinations, as the search will have to be made most minutely, opium being an article
capable of concealment. :

3. The traffic boats are zenerally large-sized, full of goods of various nature, and to satisfy
him, the Customs officer will have, as a matter of course, to conduct a close examination, and &
considerable time it will take before he can discharge them.

4. The number of boats using the canal daily is great, say from 46 to 55, as ascertained on
a recent oecasion in connection with the coustruction of dams. It will, therefore, be seen that the
delay and disadvantages incidental to traffic will be great.

5. There being no metalled roads in the south of Ponany suitable for cart traffic, and none
at all to Cochin, the principal seat of commerce in the district, the canal is the only source of
communication, and if obstacles ave thrown in the way, I fear the public interests would be
¥ interfered with, by impeding the free course of traffic.

GoF 910 PUREREILE 2.1 ; Pres S s
Ble-  who would consider it a-matter of annoyance and disgrace, and whase feclings
T B o oy tho Customs officers. Most of the traders and passengors may bo innosen
. and to subject them to undeserved inconveninence would be an injustice.

with regard to smuggling o .
7. The temptation of the officer .entrqsiged'mth the duty will be irresistible, and the inclina-

tion to abuse of autbdzf_i‘ty great. = Rhr g :
g8, The ways to cross the frontier line by land are too numerous to establish Customs stations

X ’tbroughout-' Unless those ways ok gu&gd_ed, I vve.nturc to think that the establishment of a

* station on the canal will be of but little effect to attain the object in view.

9. Under these circumstances, 1 respectfully beg to be excused'in suggesting that itis

p’f ~ undesirable to establish the Customs station now under contemplation. %
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~ up proposed rewards are sanctioned. ~ The fact that they have been
S g;-'anted, and the reason why, should be @ished in the District Gazette.

° 9. The Board agree with the Collector on the subject of establishing a
~ gtation for scarching boats on the frontier. F ,

i T Proceedings of the Board of Revenuc, dated 31st January 1873,

A St Miscellaneous N}og 586 : .
~ Read the following letter from A. MACGREEOR,’ Esq., Colhfﬁ)r, of Malabar, to

i

Ny

No. 1

- Calicut, 25th January 1873, No
T mave the honour to acknowledge the

G e SEeey knowledgo t pﬁiheBoarg’a ,r'em:inder,»dated
20th instant, No. 46, calling fqt.ﬁi-gpgtt‘_@ﬁ":‘t ceedings of the 19th August

;ggt,ﬂq 1,635, regarding the question whefh\e;:’:ﬁndesnneéxport of opium takes

the honour to state, that. before

rs by the canal less numerous. Among these, there would be respecta-

J. GROSE, Esq., Secretary to the Board of Revenue, Madras, dated

jlace from British Cochin into the Sirk-‘ar’gff"v"-l'gjr_riio‘ry, o‘lf}ffrqm either British or

Proceedings of the Madras Gavernment, Revenue Department,
19th April 1873.

Native Cochin Territory by sea to other ports, and to state, that the matter was
reported upon by me in the last paragraph of my letter to the Board of Revenue,
dated 23rd September 1872, No. 216. :

s

A copy of Board’s Pibceédﬁﬁgs; i’fthf"f)étobéf»1;8?‘2_,':-1\7,6‘. »6‘,9;83, containing tﬁe '
letter referred to by the Collector of Malabar, will be submitted to Government
with reference to Government Order, 9th August 1872, No. 1,179. '

PREEEEEREY

No. 82. From G. A. BALLARD, Esq., Resident in Travancore and Cochin,
to the Honourable W. HUDLESTON, Chief Secretary to Government,
Fort St. George, dated Trevandrum, 11th February 1873, No. 9.

ApverTING to Government Orders noted, I have the honour to forward copies
of communications from the Dewans

3. d 26th F 1872. .
No. 345, dated 26th February 187 of Travancore* and Cochint on the

,, 1,179, ,, 9th Aug. -,

g %362 o 30?}18"& 3 subject of opium consumption in the
2 ). U 3 39 g ep o] 23

* Dated 21st Oct. 1872, No. 4,336. States.

¥, TR I It will be observed that in both

States the right of selling opium is far-

med out. The State Governments leave the farmers to obtain their own supplies.
It is believed that the drug is almost invariably the produce of _l}ritish India.

It is imported mainly by land.

9. In Travancore there is an import-duty of 10 per cent. on a tariff value of
Rs. 2,138 per chest of 2 Indian Maunds of 821 1bs. per maund, and an export-duty
of Rs. 600 per chest. 7 > :

In Coehin no import or export-duty is levied on the drug, but in his letter,
dated 30th May 1871, No. 353, the Dewan observed that the State was prepared :

to levy any dutx which the British Government might impose on opium imported

into or exported from any part of the Madras Presidency.

3. As Travancore maintains Customs establishments on her land frontiers
there is no difficulty in her preventing opium uncovered by the British certificate
being introduced. The question is simply one of co-operation on the part of the
State, and vigilance and integrity on the part of the Customs officers.

4. In Cochin the case is different., That State maintains no land Custom
houses ; and the Government has consequently no special means of maintaining a
check against the introduction of such opium as the farmer chooses to import Dby
land, whether covered by a certificate from British India or not.

5. I thought, and I confess still think, that the States might be requested to
introduce a clause in their farm leases to the effect that the farmers bind them.
selves not to introduce opium uncovered by the British Indian certificate, and
providing that opium so introduced shall be liable to confiscation ; and that, that
being done, the matter must be left on this side of the frontiers to the vicilance
of the Customs officers in Travancore, and of the General Police on the l:(\Jochiuv
land frontier, the British Police exercising due vigilance on British Territory,




‘MQWI?‘ Q £ e ) Ve o
i ;;:ggxs,o think that the introduction of the cla
~ considerable effect in &iw@ntagmg the rsntera PR R
W Ty 2 M5 P T T : y 3 3 m ; ) 1 :
 1f it is understood that opium intended for exportation s gt
 foato i liablo to bo scised in Briish Tudia, as i tho.vase disposed of . the Py,
 ceedings of the Board of :ifevrbﬁ?m;é‘mafdms) dated 30th July 1872, No. 1 448, and
the States give assistance in the same direction by introducin £oapes
s constituting opium introduced without such certif B e

¢

; will be attended with cos

use in the leases would have very

3 L
v s . : : : : ~ e
Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Department, T

19th April 1873. ' :

- quoted agai.ist Travancore in the Tetter addressed to the Dewan Peishear in charge, Cochin. The
- figures in ¢uestion indi_eqte_ t;hef Impgrt’ duty derived and not the rev,m_nuiif _the,_oy_i\;:m farm,

33 ~ Tmport Duty- Farm, Which.latter are given in the margin, side by
1 mal was s S ,- ?f' 5 : B v : =0 L 0"..
r)o e \t%f.ﬂ £ 1 % 2 r o a ‘l-"
“.“l"ﬁ. : i ) ' : N; jgi:' w’ G 1 ‘ 5 ‘
Toe .. Setears g for the same year was high, via.,

which is accounted for almost entirely by one single fact, viz., that ““ opium " is not consumed in

the Central and Southern portions of Travancore, but is almost exclusively confined to the Northern
division which is densely populated by the Syria’n or Nasarani Moplas, to whom the drug is almost

a necessary of life.

Excrosure No. 2.

From T. SHUN GOONY MENON, Dewan of Cochin, to G. A BALLARD, Egq., British Resident
- of Travancore and Cochin, dated Trichoor, 31st October 1872, No. 750,

I mave the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter, No. 695 of the 5th ultimo, and,
with reference to your Memorandum of the Gth March, No. 190, giving cover to Government
Order, dated 26th February 1872, No. 345, 1 beg to inform you that it is very difficult foF this
Sirkar to satisfy itself that all epium imported by land into this country is covered by a pass
testifying to its having paid the establiched Excise duty to the British Government.

2. The opium farm is put up for sale annually, and knocked down to the highest bidder who
purchases the drug without the intervention of the Sirkar, and imports it generally by land into
the country. We had a cordon of Chowkies round our northern frontier, and if they were in
existence it would have been in our power to prevent, to a certain extent at least, the importation
of opium which has not paid the British Excise duty. These Chowkies have, however, been long
ago abolished and with so extensive a frontier it is mext to impossible for this Sirkar to prevent

such importation. ‘The Excise duty when compared with the E@E{?érﬁ'dﬁty by sea is certainly
moderate, but, as the former duty is not paid by the opium consumed in Malabar and Coimbatore,
the opium sellers of these districts are enabled to sell the drug ata much lower rate than that
adopted by the Sirkar contractor, and this ingixiigesﬁpriva.té individuals residing near the boundary
to purchase the opium they require at British Cochin, Paulghaut, and other places in British
territory rather than of the Sirkar contractor. Thisisa grievance of which the contractor has
been complaining to me very often. AT S TP : e g

" 3. Considering the facility with which this. compact article could be smuggled, the certain
though not large gain rééaﬂ“h;in:i(_"ffdxﬂ“‘méhj__t_,msacﬁons. and the contractor’s above mentioned L

 gricvance, T am not preparcd fo say that some opium is not clandestinely brought avay from
Britich Territory. Such illicit importation cannot be put a stop to except by the maintenance of
a large force of special employés entailing an amount of expenditure which the Sirkar can ill
afford to incur. Under these circumstances I would respectfully submit, for the consideration of
the British Government, whether the License duty is of sufficient importance to justify the conti-
nuation of the present unsatisfactory state of the trade in this article. In the case of salt the
Britich Government have recognised the principle that the Native States should get their salt at
the same price as the British Government. If this principle be extended to opium, and the License
duty now specially collected on opium imported by land to the Native States be discontinued, the
illicit trafic would cease of itself ; and these States will of course undertake to prevent the export.
by sea of this drug into any foreiyn territory, it being impossible to export it by land to such
territory. Or if it be considered inadvisable to prevent altogether the export of opium by sea,
we shall be glad to collect any Export duty imposed by the British Government and to hand over
the duty so levied to that Government. By the adoption of these measures 1t is true the British
Government will lose the License duty on opium bona jide consumed in the two thiveantes, ¥
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MISCELLANEOUS No. J’J’A ReveENUE DEPARTMENT,
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PROCEEDINGS OF THE BOARD OF REVENUE i
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