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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Department,
' 11tk January 1878.
& e
No. 77. Read the following Proceedings of the Board of Revenue, dated 25th
November 1872, No. 2,270 :—

Read again Board’s Proceedings, 11th July 1871, No. 2,860, and 13th September
1871; No. 3,938.

Read also the following papers :—

From G. BANBURY, Esq., Director of Revenue Settlement, to the Secretaty to
the Board of Revenue, dated Coimbatore, 1ith September 1372,
No. 1,652-A-58,

1 1AVE the honour to reply to Mr. Pennington’s Official Memorandum ofy the
19th October last, No. 1,355, asking how long the settlement of the Checkady
Jaghire in South Arcot would probably take. I am sorry an answer-has not been
furnished to this communication long since; but, owing to correspondence which
took place between the Collector of South Arcot and the Deputy Director in
Salem, I only received the latter’s final reply the week before last.

9.  As circumstances have changed since the question was first mooted, and

as the Board should know all that has passed upon the subject, 1 will make a brief
precis thereof to save time and reference.

3. Upon the receipt of the Board’s
Proceedings* asking whether the settle-

ment of the Checkady Jaghire could be undertaken by this Department, the Deputy

* Dated 11th July 1871, No. 2,860

Director of Salem was requestedt
to state whether he could manage the
task, considering that the face of the country had greatly altered since Colonel
Priestley’s survey in 1854 ; that there were no boundary marks whereby: to recog-
nize the survey fields; and that even the theodolite stations had disappeared in
’ many. instances. To this Mr. Goodrieh
$ Dated 5th August 1871, No. 132. replied? that there would be much diffi-
culty in finding the fields formed by the survey seventecen years ago; that what
was cultivation then was jungle now ; and that, irregular patches were tilled one
shed the next, but nevertheless the fields might, he thgught, be
d the Survey Department could restore the theodolite stations.
A copy of this letter was then sent§ to
Colonel Hessey,|| who had taken a per-
Survey. sonal part in th: snln'vey of this tract
g of country, and the purport of the
- q Dated 11th August 1871,!. LIODBEL i z;ply'” L asp foll’lows_that,
as a rule, the theodolite stations were not marked with stones; that the boun-
daries of villages ran through jungles for miles; that the fields were not permanent ; {
that no stone marks were erected; that it would be now impossible to recover the
greater part of the fields ;.and that even restoring the theodolite stations would cause
great expense to very little purpose.
This communication I submitted** to
the Board with the suggestion that should it be thought undesirable to
defer the task any longer, the field survey should be made de nove after the

+ 1 Dated 25th July 1871, No. 1,477.

year and relinqui
made out provide

§ Dated 7th August 1871.
| Then Acting Superintendent of Revenue

b

#* Dated 16th August 1871, No. 1,664-48.
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original theodolite stations had been restored, and that Mr. Goodrich might
depute some hands to demarcate and classify whilst the Survey Amins could
measure the fields, and thus all would be done once for-all on established data.

The Board, in reply,* asked whether the :
task could be completed within a year,
and my answer,t after further consulta-
tion with Mr. Goodrich, was that I could
not guarantee the work being performed within that period. The Board in the
Official Memorandum$ now under reply

then wished to know how long the settle-
ment would probably take, and the matter had accordingly to be again

: ; referred ; 51 Hessey
§ Dated 17th October 1871, No. 2,009-432, l(‘- § 2 ST Hesse) i .
Goodrich. The former stated|| that he
could not undertake to say what time

_ : the renewal of missing theodolite stations
would occupy without personal inspection of the state of the country; that he

deprecated any attempt to recover the survey at all, and thought it better to
introduce a -provisional settlement which would render cultivation matters to a
considerable extent permanent and established by the time of the commencement

of the survey in regular course. Mr.

: Goodrich’s answer®] showed that he was
in eommunieation with the Collector of South Arcot, and required further informa-'

tion as to area and other details connected with the Jaghire ; but before these were
furnished Mr. Goodrich met with an accident which compelled him to take sick

* Dated 13th September 1871, No. 3,938,

t Dated 5th October 1871.
-

+ Dated 12th October 1871, No. 1,355.

u ” 20th 9 33 33 2,343-80.

€ Dated 9th December 1871,

leave to England. In answer to a
reminder** from this office the Acting
Deputy Director reportedtt that the

3 details had been received from South
Arcot, and a serutiny of the latter with perusal of the above report furnish the
following further information in connexion with this subject.

4, The

L]

31 Contained in the Board’s Proceedings dated
" 11tk July 1871, No. 2,860, e

* % Dated 26th February 1872, No. 367-63.

t1 Dated 23rd August 1872, No. 110,

Checkady Jaghire, which was resumed in 1829, comprises forty-four
: villages, all situated in the Trinomalay
Talug, and in paragraph 5 of his otiginal

L ; . lettertf to the Collector, Sri Baliah,
when writing about Checkady, goes on to say, “There are fifty-six villages of

the same Jaghire now attached to the two talugs of Kullacoorichy and Trikalur:?
but the detail accounts show that these form the -Sunkarapuram Jaghire, md@i
Baliah may have used the word same’’ because the two estate#'
belonged to one proprietor; in fact, from paragraph 12 of Mr, Hal
now forwarded for the Board’s '
~taluq ™’ of Sunkarapuram.

perusal it is stated that Checkady er

the present revenue system is, as Sri Baliah says, ““conventional” and 4
tory; and that it would appear from Board’s Proeeedmgs Tatod 94 >

- 9. Considering that these Sunkarapuram villages have Beon su

- Bo. 1,690, that it is contemplated to settle the two.
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1 have included Sunkarapuram in considering the present questiorf and in answer-
ing the Board’s query as to the time likely to be spent in carrying ‘out the task
now contemplated. -

6. The first of the two following statements furnishes agricultural and other ‘o
statistics and the second gives all necessary details as to area and prese:nt assess- ‘
ment of both Jaghires, and it will be seen that, whilst the .C‘«heckady vl!lag(is are
gll contained in Trinomalay, those of Sunkarapuram' are situated lfoth in Kulla-
coorichy and Trikalur ; it will also be noted that, whilst thg population per square
mile is 313 in Sunkarapuram, it falls to 112 in Checkady :—

No. 1.
s I A R
I l i PoruLaTION. i CATTLE. * | '§.=é ” g:
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Sri Baliah has already given the rates prevailing in Checkady, and those existing
in Sunkarapuram are shown below. It will be noticed that the dry grains are
divided, for assessment purposes, into ‘“kai™ and ‘“kader,” or those® which grow
in * pods ™ and those which come to maturity in ““ears;” varying rates arc also
applied to ¢ Ulkudies,” ¢ Parakudies,” Brahmins,” and “ Mussulmans ”:—

TR S S L e S =3

RaTeEs PER ACRE PREVAILING IN THE 158 KULLACOORICHY VILLAGES.
Kai or Pods. Kader or Ears. Thanarih
rad Para- ' : ‘ Mussul- 3 Para- ; | Mussul-
Ulkudy. kudy. iBrahmm. (e  Ulkudy. kudy. Bra.hmm.% mans.
R8. A. P. ins. A. P. BRS. A. P. ES. A. P, iRS. A. P.|RS, A. P.[RS. A, P.|RS. A, P
o 3 812 0 9/2 2.6/1 110/4 7 6(3 5 9/4 & 2!2 3 8|1t would appear
! ]. ‘ l | geom the'll‘lzhsildar’u
112 9/110 92 0 5lo12 9{3 9 7{210 4{¢ 0 1|1 7 9| e
sy 2‘. . ' village * Alagapu-
‘ ‘ S th te
112 S T | DAL 3 8 3|2 4 5\2 3B ;‘;‘;‘He‘dmgmg‘:h;:
130 611 -2 211 10l s iSEdI K IS 9‘ e X 5 ...74'...1 :Omumﬂ:‘pzﬁc-abo
S 2’10 15 100 thiie e ) 2 10 4 | 110 B s s s
01511 |O R 2 by T 0] R L i s e b7 9‘ : 'v
! ==
......... 012 92 | L 5 2‘ g
\ l |
...!0 11 4 i ‘ 1 3101 \ & \
1
SN 1 X L I | B h ‘ £
PO T ! \ l \
" I e s
RaTes PER ACRE PREVAILING IN THE FOUR
VitLages ATTACHED To THE TrixALvr Tavvq.
. -
Assessment of ‘* Kai’ and °‘ Kader.” Remarks.
Ulkudy. Parakudy. | Brahmins, At
| i .
RS: A. P. BB AL P, RS. A. P,
210 4 D ERT The accounts of the four villages
i lg lg- 1743 do not give the assessmens of

Kai and Kader separately.

7. The following table shows the wet rates at present levied. Although these
are termed in the accounts * Sarasari” or average rates, I gather that this one

F 4

.
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rate pervades the entire village, the settlement having been fixed in some arbitrary
offhand manner * without reference to Board or Government . -

3

; - !
AVERAGE WET RATES PREVAILING "IN THE SEVERAL |
VILLAGES OF THE SUNKARAPUEAM JAGHIRE.

‘No. : Rf:rgr Remarks.
RS. A. P.

| e 9 4 0 | Ayerage of one village.

2 e BT 1 ;3 TARRNTY SRR [}

O R A Do. of two do.

T ey Bl e gk bl Do. of four do.

| A el B SR Do. of nine do.

B e g w Do. of five do.

I o gy Lo b N Do. of six do.

8.. 610 0 Do.. of thirteen villages.
SR ey Do. of four villages.
X0 . eiie - B2 200 Do. of two do.
Y., el o8 1030 Do. of one do.

T -0 e BRI Do. of four do.

18 et A8 8 Do. of one do. ' .
e 313 .0 Dot al i, do.
Average...| 612 0

8. As already mant{oned, changes have taken vlace in this Den~rtment
since the Jaghire settioment quéstion was first TNOOted.” LS Ly 1/upusy 2asvy ™ -
party have passed away from the Salem talugs which bordered upon South Arcot;
the revival of demarcation in Salem will occupy Mr. Clogstoun’s time longer
than was at first anticipated ; and finally, settlement work has commenced under
Mr. Clogstoun’s supervision in Coimbatore. The original idea of carrying out
the contemplated settlement under the Deputy Director’s own immediate superin-
tendence must be, therefore, abandoned ; but, if the Board are of opinion that the
task should no longer be delayed, the following arrangement seems to me likely to
furnish the best chance of success..

9. When Mr. Mayer, the Assistant Director in Cuddapah, returns from
England in November next, Mr. Baber, who is now actipg for him, will be available
for work elsewhere. Having been for nearly four years in the Survey Department,
Mr. Baber would be more at home in restoring the missing theodolite stations and
former snrv<§y than any one else I could select. He is well acquainted with
Tamil, of active habits, understands demarcation, and by November next will have
had a year's training in settlement work. Although Colonel Hessey's opinion,
to whioh much weight must be allowed, is against having anything to do with the
old suryey work, I cannot but think it would be a pity to abandon all that has
been done without making some efforts to utilize the existing maps, correct areas
and other details now available, more especially as this survey was, if I remember
right, carried out under the personal superintendence of Colonels Priestley and
Hessey. Mr. Baber might, therefore, with some aid from Colonel Priestley’s
Department, restore, as far as possible, the old theodolite stations, erecting those not

hitherto permanently marked. He might likewise carry on field demarcation
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according to the existing village maps, classifying and meaudrmg mlm ‘holdings

as he goes along. Cultivation ma.de subsequent to the survey on waste, not then
dealt with fieldwar, might be demarcated and measured by the Kusrah method,
and the areas thus arrived at taken for settlement purposes. This would answer

all present needs, and upon the advent of the survey hereafter those new tracts
could be taken in hand regularly by that Department. Where the survey fields -
cannot be traced new measurements must be made by the Amins, as suggeatbd in

my letter of the 16th August 1871, No. 1,664-48, already quoted. Bnt .fwlpwlgat‘

B gl o R A Icangather the task of reco

us the average wet cultivation during .

five years given in the statement attached fields will not be so hard in s‘mkmp““ =
to paragraph 6 comes to 3,819 acres, the ram as in Checkady, the for :
Jocality of which must remain pretty much <2Ees
the same year after year.

less hilly and jungly and con I &
large area of permanent* cultivation.

10. A difficulty certainly appears as regards supervision of the settlement .
operations. I would offer to take up this part of the task myself; but all the time
I can spare must be given to the settlement of the Chingleput District. The only
course seems to be to arrange that Mr. Clogstoun should visit the Jaghires from
time to tune, see how work is progressing, and consult with Mr. Baber. When the
Salem settlement is completed this much Mr. Clogstoun might certainly manage.

S o Sl o

-] .%-‘.1% A

g 4 U]
LI

11. Concerning the time that the actual classification and preparation of the
settlement details would occupy, it is not easy to give a correct approximate.
Thus, i" the old paimash fields are-not cut up, or if, in other words, the boundaries
of the survey fields correspond and are cu.ncldent with the natural boundaries of

the existing fields, the task of finding
the survey numbers will be greatly
g:-gei!:ac? a(;lngs;gers facilitated ; on the other hand, if the old
T, Dem;r:ators with the usual peons. fields are broken up, sory time m
Nore.—The above does not include the Survey be allowed. I should ﬁy’ homﬁf)
Amins who would bave to measure regularly that 1f the margmallymofed Bgta‘i)ﬁﬁ.

LA

-

One Deputy Director and Office.

;s Supervisor and Office. :

Al L B %o
tar- R R A
- >

those villages in which the form field ;3
could not be traced, as alre:(;y gilfltzll:;:{i “® ment be sanctioned the above task %’"
might be accomphahed w‘ﬁhm’ a ym z
and a half, g
12. A perusal cf Sri Ballah’e letter, partlcularly paragraphgy &.Pd 9 M ;

me to believe that the main objeet he has in view is to fix a money mewuni %
upomﬂm wet lands of the Checkady Jaghire, which are now under the Oobbaddy ;
or dwimon of produce system, one that has only to be seen to be eondemnﬁth If
then, thg  Board consider that for the present this partial improvement is §
ih - mi ht, I appwbepd, with a few trained hands, restore, as far as possi-
ofthswetﬁsldsaglmddownonthema ‘maki “he,
m’:ﬁu mbseggontaetﬂement Thxs woul;’d: it “E}L“!"ﬂ :

A ' nen tﬁé* mfhe wet cultivation 19
] and lesa ahxfninﬁqthan bhe dq;_, it may be comecturad th%ﬂm pr

fqm"
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From G. BANBURY Esq., Director of Revenue Settlement, to the Secretary to
the Board of Revenue, dated Madras, 17th October 1872, No. 1,906-64.

Ix accordance with the Board’s verbal request I have the honour to submit a
statement showing the establishment required for endeavouring to complete the
field work in the Checkady Jaghire alone in one year. This is much the most
difficult and jungly of the two properties and I should not wish to employ the
whole establishment at once until it is found out what and where the main diffi-
culties really are.

2. It may most probably be necessary te obtain®the aid of some of the
Survey Amins when the old fields cannot be at all traced, as mentioned in para-
graph 9 of my letter now before the Board.

RS.
One Assistant Director ... 425
Office establishment, as usual ... 89
One Deputy Inspector ... Ery 70
Two Office Goomastahs, on Rupees 20 a.nd 19 E2a L5 35
. Head Classifiers, at Rupees 30 each .. 60
Five Classifiers, at Rupees 20 each ... PEETR ket 100
o do. A Rl Ui b 75
+» Goomastahs, at ., 156 °,, A 75
do. [ e Ry e 60
Twenty -eight Peons at Rupees 6 each SR U PR i U ,
dilis et Oub ISRl il S T e BT e

Total for one month ... 1,163

Total for twelve months ... 13,956 *

Tae Board resolve to request Government to sanction the entertainment of
the establishment proposed in the Director’s second letter to settle the Checkady
Jaghire in South Arcot. The cost will be Rupees 1,163 a month and the work
will be finished in about a year.

2. The necesmty for settling this tract of land is sufficiently shown in the
papers recorded in Board’s Proceedings dated 11th July 1871, No. 2,860. It has
been a question whether the similar tract of Sunkarapuram should be settled at the
same time ; but the Board have come to the conclusion that Checkady should be
dealt w1th first as being less conveniently situated and presenting greater
mequa.htles and anomahes to be rectified by a new settlement.

No. 78. = OBDEB THEREON, llth Janwy 1873 No. 38.

‘ s  Tae Governor in Councxl is of
: oplmon that the necessities of the case
Vﬁn be snﬁiclently met by a pw ~roual
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: ‘No. 2,270.
 ProCEEDINGS OF THE Boirp ov Revenug, dated 25th November 1872.

o Read 8gain Board’s Proceedings, 11th July 1871; No. 2,860, and 13th September
: 1871, No. 3,938, .

Read also the following papers :—

From G. BANBURY, Esq., Director of Revenue Suttlemeﬁt, to the Secretary fo’
the Board of Revenue, dated Coimbatore, 14th September 1872,
No. 1,652-A-58. i '

1 AVE the honour to reply to Mr. Pennington’s Official Memorandum of the
12th October last, No. 1,355, asking how long the settlement of the Checkady
Jaghire in South Arcot would probably take. I am sorry an answer has not been
furnished to this communication long since; but, owing to correspondence which
took place between the Collector of South Arcot and the Deputy Director in
Salem, I only received the latter’s final reply the week before last. ;

2. As circumstances have changed since the question was first mooted, and
as the Board should know all that has passed upon the subject, 1 will make a brief
precis thereof to save time and reference. 33

3. TUpon the receipt of the Board’s
Proceedings* asking whether the settle-
ment of the Checkady Jaghire could be undertaken by this Department, the Deputy

b s e o Saatit Director of Salem was requestedt
 { Dated 25th July 1871, No. LATT. 44 state whether he could manage the

A d‘LrT.'v.j__ = B T

* Dated 11th July 1871, No. 2,860

task, considering that the face of the country had greatly altered since Colonel
Priestley’s survey in 1854 ; that there were no ‘boundary marks whereby to recog-
nize the survey fields; and that even the theodolite stations had disappeared in
¥l ’ many instances, To this Mr. G‘roodri{%.
# Dated 5th August 1871, No. 132. replied} that there would be much diffi-
culty in finding the fields formed by the survey seventeen years 2go; that what
was cultivation then was jungle now ; and that irregular patches were tilled one
year and relinquished the next, but nevertheless the fields might, he thought, be
made out provided the Survey Department could restore the §heodoﬁte stations:™
' ' * A copy of this letter was then sent§ to
. ]?ated]th A i ¢ Re Colonel Hessey,¥ who had taken a per-
! Tlg:,.vﬁms i it St dag U part in the survey of this tract
: of country, and the purport of the
| Dated 11¢h August 1871, No. 1,799-58, Colonel,;?;eply“ sl foll’lom__mat"
as a rule, the theodolite stations were not marked with stones; that the boun-
daries of villages ran through jungles for miles ; that the fields were not permanent ;
that no stone marks were erected ; that it would be now impossible to recover the
greater part of the fields; and that even restoring the theodolite stations lvould cause
' Lo . A e t nse to very little purpose.
«+ Dated lﬁthAAugﬁgt 1871, No. 1'064.48 %r;: ﬁmunicaﬁon ); mbmitted?: to
the Board with the suggestion that should it be thought undesirable to
defer the '_tqsk'sny:flonger, the field survey -should be xpade de ‘novo after the

p . ‘, -+
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I have included Sunkarapuram in considering the present question and in answer-
ing the Board’s query as to the time likely to be spent in carrying out the task
now contemplated. . :

6. The first of the two following statements furnishes agricultural and other
statistics and the second gives all'necessary details as to area and present assess-
ment of both Jaghires, and it will be seen that, whilst the Checkady villages are
all contained in Trinomalay, those of Sunkarapuram are situated both in Kulla-
coorichy and Trikalur; it will also be noted that, whilst the population per square

" mile is 313 in Sunkarapuram, it falls to 112 in Checkady :—

4 No. 1.
0 s . 8 (=2
2 \‘ POPULATION. . Carrie. el 8 l
= N = |88
3 # | . e T =8 = -
3 [N O - E | B0 (E3
Jaghires. Taluqs. F i g - OF < g ts|a8 Remarks.
- it R
5 = ‘= | S =g | =& 182 |
g 2 % . =2 - w &8 5|
o | 212 | Falh B v2 | 5 [ S8 |s8%F .
AR T R SELE RS AR
w4 || < |®& ot 6, L8 =i <
e | e e \—‘——‘—-—"—. i i f et
1 SRR 4r516‘,7[8\9§10i11 13 | 13
e e , B % = \ =R 5
Checkady ... Trinomalay. 44 | 126 ’il0,490l 3,503 14,083 | 3,834| .. | 3,834 83 112 l The accounts of
\ ‘ et - L | | Checkady do
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as he goes along. Cultivation made subsequent to the survey on waste, not then
dealt with fieldwar, might be demarcated and measured by the Kusrah method,
and the areas thus arrived at taken for settlement purposes. This would answer
all present needs, and upon the advent of the survey hereafter those new tracts
could be taken in hand regularly by that Department. Where the survey fields
cannot be traced new measurements must be made by the Amins, as suggested in
my letter of the 16th August 1871, No. 1,664-48, already quoted. But from what

* Thus the average wet cultivation during the
five years given in the statement attached
to paragraph 6 comes to 3,819 acres, the
locality of which must remain pretty much
the same year after year. .

I can gather, the task of recognizing the
fields will not be-so hard in Sunkarapu-
ram as in Checkady, the former being
less hilly and. jungly and containing a

large area of permanent® cultivation.

10. A difficulty certainly appears’as regards supervision of the settlemert
operations. I would offer to take up this part of the task myself; but all the time
I can spare must be given to the settlement of the Chingleput District. The only
course seems to be to arrange that Mr. Clogstoun should visit the Jaghires from
time to time, see how work is progressing, and consult with Mr. Baber. When
the Salem settlement is completed this much Mr. Clogstoun might certainly
manage. :

11. Concerning the time that the actual classification and preparation of the
settlement details would occupy, it is not easy to give a correct approximate.
Thus, if the old paimash fields are not cut up, or if, in other words, the boundaries

~of the survey fields correspond a_nd_,gre coincident with the natural boundpxies of . -

the existing fields, the task of finding
the survey numbers will be greatly
facilitated ; on the other hand, if the old
fields are broken up, more time must
be allowed. I should say, however,
that if the marginally-noted establish-
ment be sanctioned the above task

might be accomplished within a s
and a half.

12. A perusal of Sri Baliah’s letter, particularly paragraphs 7 and 9, leads
me to believe that the main object he has in view is to fix a money assessment
upon the wet lands of the Checkady Jaghire, which are now under the Oobbaddy
or division of produce system, one that has only to be seen to be condemned. If|
then, the Board consider that for the present this partial improvement is sufficient,
Sri Baliah might, I apprehend, with a few trained hands, restore, as far as possi-
ble, the demarcation of the wet fields as laid down on the maps, making use of the
correct survey areas for his subsequent settlement. This would, it is true, be only
patch-work, as the theodolite stations would not be revived ; but it seems likely to
answer present requirements, and, as the wet cultivation is far more permanent
and less shifting than the dry, it may be conjectured that the present state of the
nunjah tracts will not differ very greatly from what it was when the snrvey was
made and consequently from what is now shown in the maps.

Oune Deputy Director and Office.
.» Supervisor and Office.
Two Head Classifiers.
Sixteen Classifiers.
,»  Demarcators with the usnal peons.

Nore.—The above does not include the Survey
Amins who would have to measure regularly.
those villages in which the former survey fields
could not be traced, as already explained.
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From G. BANBURY, Esq., Director of Revenue Settlement, to the Secretary to
the Board of Revenue, dated Madras, 17th October 1872, No. 1,906-64.

In accordance with the Board’s verbal request I have the honour to submit a
statoment showing the”establishment required for endeavouring to complete the
field work in the Checkady Jaghire alone in one year. This is much the most
difficult and jungly of the two properties, and I should not wish to employ the
whole establishment at once until it is found out what and where the main; diffi-
culties really are.

9, It may most probably be necessary to obtain the aid of some of the
Survey Amins when the old fields cannot be at all traced, as mentioned in para-
#ibh 9 of my letter now before the Board.

One Assistant Director -
Office establishment, ual
One Deputy Inspector
. Two Office Goomasta
,, Head Classnﬁexs
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No. 2,860.
ProcEepiNgs or THE Boarp or Revexve, dated 11th July 1871.

Read the following letter from C. W. READEF, Esq., Collector of Sontl; Arcot, to the Acting Secre-
tary to the Board of Revenue, dated Cuddalore, 20th May 1871, No. 153:—

It is with much regret that I am leaving the district without having completed my report
on the subject of a new settlement for the Chekady Jaghire villages.

2. Ibhave collated all the needful information, and I am in possession of nearly all the «
needed materials for submitting my recommendations on the subject in reference to the Board's
Proceedings on wy previous proposals under date the 10th November 1868, No. 7,940,

3. It is useless now to enter into the many reasons which have deterred me from disposing
of this question, but the fact is that the subject is not an easy one, and the great difficulty to
making any definite proposals has been the absence of any classification of the lands composing
the Jaghire, and it has seemed to me that until the villages have been properly surveyed and the
entire lands classed according to the established principles of the Revenue Survey Department,
that it was a work of supererogation to lay down the money rates to be fixed in lieu of the existing
system, because the introduction of such rates, if temporarily sanctioned, would produce only
discontent and dissatisfaction should any material alterations be necessitated when the villages
were brought under the operation of the regular department, and the lands became assessed
according to their productive powers, or agreeably to the principles laid down for regulating the
rates to be fixed on lands of varied quality and deseription.

4. 1 had prepared a statement classifying all the lands in every village, but when I came to
examine this more closely, I hesitated to accept it as reliable, and I felt very doubtful how far
I could propose a system of assessment based on such rough data, and for which I was indebted
chiefly to those who were strictly, I may say, locally interested in the question.

5. Toece were other points of dificulty which y.cseDued v.oumselves each time I took up my
pen to work up my report, and I found that unless I again visited the Jaghire itself and remained
there for some time so as to be able, by enquiry and inspection on the spot, to get at a solution of
those difficulties, I could not make my recommendations with any real satisfaction to myself ; and
without this I felt it was better to withhold them, and thus I allowed the matter to lie over in the
hope from month to month that I might yet be able to accomplish the task T had proposed to
myself in connection with the re-settlement of this part of the district.

6. T was about to address the Board.explanatory of the causes that had delayed the submis-
gion of my report, and I was thinking of suggesting that some other officer should be specially
deputed to the task’ of accomplishing what was required, and what I have left undone, when
1 received the original of the enclosure from my Deputy-Collector, whose attention had previously
been drawn to the unsatisfactory character of the several systems of assessment prevailing in the
Chekkady Jaghire, and in this letter Stribaliah offers to takeit up and to go through with it, and
from my knowlecige of this officer I am of opinion that the duty could not be co:'nmi‘tted to abler

and better hands. i ; |

7. Stribaliah has briefly sketched the peculiarities of the existing modes of assessment.
obtaining in the Jaghire villages, and he seems fully aware that the work before him is not alto-
gether free from difficalties ; but as he resides close to the Jaghire, and thus both village officers
and ryots are readily accessible to him without inconvenience to them, and as occasion requires
he can visit the villages without any great trouble to himself (an advantage I have not had), I feel
confident that he may be able readily to do all that is called for, and to submit his propositions
within reasonable time in such definite form that may admit of their adoption asa temporary
measure, pendiné a regular survey both demarcation and revenue.




.

‘8. Tha sent for Stribaliah to meet me before I leave the district when I pass through

- the part of it which is under hisjurisdiction, in order that I may talk over the matter with him,

and when I will likewise make over to him all the papers and materials I have collated together,

with such notes and rgmarks as I took down when in Chekkady and which I have since written at
varions times when able occasionally to give the subject my consideration.. '

9. The Board cannot'be more disappointed than I am at my failure to carry out what at one
time I really had at heart to do, but I am sure they will accept the expression of my regret at this,
and will also believe that it has not'been through any intention or any desire to evade the task
which was of my own seeking, but they will, better than others, know the nature of my labours in
this district, and an analysis of the work both in the English and Vernacular Departments for
several decennial periods shows that the amount of labour devolving on a Collector has trebled and
quadrupled in the last ten years, and that the dutiesare now of a nature and character widely
different from what they were in byegone years, requiring personal incessant supervision and
control unknown to former Collectors ; and I am likewise able to’appeal to the Board's own recorded
testimony as to what in a measure my labours have been, and the amount of work I have gone
through since my advent to South Arcot will be known to the Board, and as well to the local
officers who have been associated with me in carrying on the administration of this important
province, and I may observe that the work during the nine and half years of my Collectorate has
very greatly increased, and this report on the Chekkady Jaghire is, I believe, the only matter of
importance pending disposal, and I do not think there is another subject. remaining undisposed
for which the materials are complete in my Office to enable a report, and I can but regard this as
a satisfactory state of things in which to resign the district to my successor.

—_——

Encrosorr No. 1. ! 2

From C. STRIBALIAH, Deputy-Collector, General duties, to the Collector of South Arcot, dated
Trikalore, 15th May 187!, No..176.

T s awara that sinee some time the question of re-settling the villages of Chekkady Jaghire,
wnere tne most anomalous Iiuies ol nevenue DETUCINENT are 1N I0TCe, EuRagtin JUn: Guulisuivid; e
unless definite proposals have been come to, I am anxious, if.permitted, to go into the matter, in
yiew, if possible, to obtaining an early settlement of the same.

2. From the information I have been able to collect during the recent settlement, I give
the following particulars connected with the Revenue system obtaining in the Jaghire villages : —
I. On nunjah lands or on dry lands cultivated with wet crops with the aid of water
from Government source of irrigation, the produce is divided.
II. The assessment on certain dry land is regulated by the ears and cereals raised.

IMI. The assessment on some dry land is fized with reference to the number of ploughs
and bill-hooks used by the cultivator.

3. The rates are as below, This refers to the dry cultivation only :—
Dry— Ploughs and Bill-hooks.

RS A P
To a person, Ulkudi or Purakkudi, who newly commences cul-

tivation, for each plough ... wns S I25 0

Do. do. for each bill-hook .. R PR Y

To the old ryot, for each plough ... v L R

Do. for each bill-hook ... PR N

~ The indulgence as above to the new ryot is allowed for one year only ; and although the ryot .

, may have resigned his holding and subsequently re-commenced cultivation anew, he is treated as
~an old ryot.

B
" : ATe 3 :

Ears and Cereals.

'The following rate is levied per cawny:— '
» o gE'cms Brahmins. Ulkudies. Purakkudics.

Cumboo...
Ragi

Varagu ...
Cholum ...
Sawmai ... .
Millet ...
Indigo . B R

218 8 8 8 0 ‘2100

N e e et

Cereals.

Gingely seeds \
Horse-gram ..
Oil-seeds ...
Ulundoo ... l
Pulse... g o'y
Dholl...
Beans... ‘
Hemp ; : f ]
Coriander ... g% J

1 6 9 L el W

Bengal gram... '

4. Wer.—If dry crop is raised on one cawny of nunjah land Rupees 3-8-0 13 the assess-
ment. ; _ :

When a wet crop is raised on nunjah land, or it is raised on punjah land with the aid of
Government tank water, the produce is'divided as follows :—

From the entire produce in a cawny 2 merkals are taken out. This fee is called *“ Alla
Jamai.” Thisis added to the Government moiety of the remainder of the produce, and the price
according to market rate at the time is the assessment levied.

If the lani is not cultivated in the following year or dry crop raised thereon, the assessm.ent
as above calculated is remitted, but Rupees 3-8 0 is charged, the land being retained in the holding.

This is the Revenue system of the villages.

. Mapa ase Sfig siv yillames of the same Jachire nov: attached to the two talooks of Kulla-
coorchy and Trikalar, but the assessment on wet lands has been settled conventionally, and of course

subject to a scientific survey and settlement, and the wet rates levied vary from Rupees 3-8-0 to
Rupees 12-0-0 a cawny. These rates were apparently fixed by the district officers without
reference to Board or Government. :

6. 1 think the occasion to enter into details will be when I submit my recommendations for
the settlement should the permission now applied for be granted.

7. Just before the settlement of the talook of Trinomally for Fusly 1280, the ryots of ten
of the villages complained to me that their produce was standing on the fields unduly long as not
officers of Government had come in to be present at the harvest ; that as all their servants are
required to work together in the harvest of nunjah fields in view to save delay and detention to
Government Officer, their dry crops are neglected ; and requested that a money assessment migh-
be fixed on their lands as in the other villages of the Jaghire in the other talooks.

8. 1 have got before me the statistical accounts of the villages concerned for the last ten
years, and I am confident that the introduction of a money rate temporarily, pending the settle-
ment of the villages in reference to the nature of the soil, will, besides being a great boon to the
ryots at large, result in an increase of revenue as in the villages in the two other talooks named.
With the limited establishments at our disposal, it is impossible that a sufficient number of persons
can be deputed simultaneously to watch the harvest in ten villages, and it is hardly necessary for me
to observe that the system opens a wide door for corruption and frauds. I am induced to believe
that such frauds are very general. The ryots are in fact reported as removing the crops clan-
destinely. The frauds cannot be easily detected, and the return will not be adequate to the
special agency that may be required.




’

Under all these circumstances, I am respectfully of opinion that the Government will be
pleased to sanction proposals that may be made for the introduction of money assessment on
nunjah lands,

As to punjah lands the question will be more difficult, and the present system may remain
in force as in the other villages of  the same Jaghire. The rates we propose will be irrespec-
tive of the capabilities of the soil, but in reference to the average assessment realized in a given
number of years respect being had to the improved sources of irrigation if any, and I am sanguine
that the ryots themselves will be prepared to accede to rates favourable to our revenue. :

They have slready offered in some villages nearly double the average assessment we have
been able to realize for the last ten years.

10. Ibeg early sanction may be given for my entering on the subject, so that the money
rates may come in the ensuing Fusly.

(True Copy.)

. (Signed) C. W. READE,
: Collector.

Tax Board resolve to request the Director of Revenue Settlement to state whether he can

undertake the settlement of the Chekkady Jaghire in connection with that of Salem.
2. The revenue system prevailing in this tract of country has been exposed and condemned

over and over again, and it is no credit to the successive Collectors of the district that it was not
reformed long ago.

3. If Mr. Banbury cannot undertake the duty it must be entrusted to Stribaliah.
(True Copies and Extract.) :
(Signed) © J. GROSE,
Acting Secretary.

To the Acting Director of Revenue Settlement,
,» the Collector of South Arcot.

T

Exd. T. Cartledge.
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