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PROCEEDINGS OF THE BoArp oF Revexus, dated 14th March 1873.
Read the following letter from the Honourable D. ARBUTHNOTT, Officiating
. Collector of Madras, to the Secretary to the Board of Revenue, dated
‘ 29th January 1873, No. 19 :— o

_ I mAVE the honour to submit, for the consideration and orders of the Board,
certain proposals in connection with the Sea Customs’ Treasury.

g 9. The present practice as regards remittance of treasure is as follows :—
4 Every morning at 105 the collections made during the preceding day are remitted
to the Bank of Madras. The remittance generally consists of— j

(1.) Cash and Currency Notes. ‘

(2.) Cheques payable by the Bank of Madras. : :

(3.) Do. do. by Firms and Banks other than the Bank of Madras.

Each of these items is counted out to one of the two Duffadars, and a letter of

- remittance to the address of the Secretary and Treasurer, Bank of Madras, showing
~ simply the total of the threc items, is delivered to him. He and two Peons go in

~ charge of the treasure, and cash the cheques (item 3) before going to the Bank.

If any of the cheques are objected to (which is, however, seldom the case) he

returns with the treasure 0 the Custom House to ‘have the necessary amendment

wﬁw@i«gﬂ@g the deh"ﬁsx_@iiﬁ!:ﬂgm at_the B§n§

" any coins are objected to the two Shroffs at the Custom House, dtawing only 25 1«
and 20 Rupees per mensem, respectively, have fo make up the loss, it being
presumed that the Duffadar had received good coin for the cheques cashed by him.

3. My objections to this system are as follow :— .
First, the Duffadar is not of the grade of officers who ought to be entrusted
with large sums of money, nor can he be expected to take proper charge of coin:
and cheques, and deliver them correctly at the Bank. His salary is but Rupees 10
r mensem, and no security is taken from him. None but the poorest people are
procmjable for this post. The daily remittance varies from Rs. 3,000 to 20,000,
and if any thing goes wrong no part of the loss can be recovered from him.
Nothing has hitherto gone wrong, simply because the Custom House has the good
: fortune to have very trustworthy men in that post. It is also not safe fora person
£ going in charge of a large remittanée to call at a number of Firms and Banks, (busy
places where thieves may be hanging about,) leaving the money on the road in the
cart to be taken care of by Peons. I am of opinion that the remittance starting ek
" from the Custom House ought to go straight to the Bank premises in a large | :
‘strong and heavy chest provided with.'Ohubb’s lock, so that it cannot be easily. R
- made away with or tampered with on the way. One of the two keys should be
with the Sea Custom’s Cash-keeper, the other with the Secretary and Treasurer |
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cash a cheque makes away with the cash, or is robbed of it, the amount which is
often 1,000 Rupees or more caunot be recovered from any body, and I am not
sure whether the Government might not call upon the Collector to make good the
loss. 1f, however, the Board consider that for the convenience of the merchants
the Collector should accept chegues I-would pmpgm‘ that none but cheques on
the Bank of Madras be received, as they could be sent to the Bank with the
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dated 29th August 1860, No. 1,473, : Accountant Gpixeral once snggest S
each day’s collections should bo remitted to the Bank on the same day, but this
suggestion is ot strictly carried out. . The Collector sends his daily collections
to the Bank on the following day, and the Tahsildar makes his remittances only
twice a monbh'.‘ g A : B ;

9. The difficulty in carrying out the Accountant General’s suggestion
Sears to be the early hour at which the Bank closes its cash transactions every
Tt elo 1 exactly at 3; and to admit of the remittance reaching the
ey ~and Tuhsiidar will have t close their eul-
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3. Under these cireumstances the Collector will be requested to adopt, in
respect to the remittance of the collections, the following procedure which the

Board have ascertained is acquiesced in by the Bunk:—The cash transactionsin the
Collector’s office and the faluq should be closed every day precisely' at 3, and the
collections remitted to the Bank in a box locked and sealed by the Collector, or
Tahsildar as the case may be, in charge of two trustworthy Peons so that the
remittance may reach the Bank before 4. The Bank will receive the box, lock

and seal it in the presence of the Peons and keep it in their cusfody till next day,
when the Peons should again attend the Bank to have the money shroffed and
regularly received. The Board see no necessity for the Shroffs going with the

remittances. . 7
4 The Government Securities deposited by the merchants shoul? be for-
warded to the Bank for safe custody and drawn out when necessary. &
5. Tt is irregular to accept cheques on private individuals or Firms in satis-
faction of Government dues, and the practice must be discontinued at once except
as regards those issued on the Madras Bank with which the Government have

transactions.
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