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7. Inmy letter recorded in the Government Order now under reply, I did
not fully explain the importance of this newly proposed range even as it then
appeared to me, as I did not, in the _ﬁl'St place; anticipate any objection to one of
our unemployed officers being placed in charge, Since that time, however, I have
had conferences with the Collector of Coimbatore and with Colonel Morgan and
the officer of the Anamallay range, and I think s Importance can hardly be over-
estimated ; and I am more than ever convinced of the necessity of having a separate
officer for this range, which, in addition to the forests already attached to it, should
also comprise the forests of the Upper Bhowani, i.c., the forests on the left bank of
the Bhowani from a little above Soondapatty down to its Jjunction with the Moyar,
including, of course, all the slopes of the Nilgiris (which are worked down to the
plains and not up to the plateau) at present under Colone] Morgan,

8. The forests along the lower slopes of the south-eastern portion of the
Nilgiris will become of very great Importance, now that a railway is about to be
opened to Mettapolliam. They have already been partly explored by Colonel

nue Department,
-

demarcated, and a map of the same hag been published at the Re

necessary, and Colonel Morgan himself says that it ig impossible t
sufficient time to this tract, unless he neglects his very important dut
of Mudumallay, Collegal, Seegoor, ete., all tracts situate on the other side of the
Nilgiris, The officer in charge of these forests cannot reside on the Nilgiri
plateau, nor could he well be under the Commissioner of the Nilgiris. All the tracts
alluded to will be worked towards the railway in the Coimbatore District, and it
. will, I think, be necessary that the officer should be under the Collector of Coimba-
tore, and he will have occasionally to locate himself at Mettapolliam for lengthe
| period.

9. Colonel Morgan has hitherto only had charge of the forests on the left
bauk of the Bhowani. Beyond one demarcated fuel-reserve he has had no
jurisdiction whatever on the right bank, The forests on the Lampen’s Peak range
(marked on the trigonometrical map as ¢ Unsurveyed Tract,” just to the east of
Guddalore on the road from Coimbatore to Mettapolliam) are very fine, and so
are some tracts near Copanairy and to the south and south-west of that hamlet,
All these should be thoroughly explored and surveyed by the forest officer, and
proper charts should be drawn up which will occupy a long time, | have lately
learnt from the Survey officers that since the railway has been nearly complcte;l
a considerable amount of smuggling hasg Sprung up from the forests about Copa-
nairy and Lampen’s Peak range, and that the sinugglers elude ouy Tannah stations,
It would be very difficult for the Anému]]ay officer to prevent this wle
important duties keep him at Anamallay during all the healthy portion of the year.
These tracts must, I think, be worked by the same officer who has charge ryt‘; the
upper Bhowani tracts and lower slopes of the Nilgiris ; it would greatly hamper
operations and conservancy, and greatly facilitate smuggaling if they \\'::rc under

ned

n his more

different officers ; but it would be stil] worse to have different offi
different Collectors in what may be said to be one
{ I think, render conservancy almost impossible,

cers working under
and the same forest. This would,

Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Department,
16¢th March 1873.

10. Again to the south-west of Copanairy and to the west of Bolumputty there
are fine tracts of forests which are, I believe, private property, as they are situated
in Malabar. The more easterly portions of these can never be worked to the west-
ward, and we should endeavour to purchase or obtain leases of these. They will be
increasing in value immensely year by year, though in Malabar, if worked by our
department to the eastward into Coimbatore, the operations should be under the
Collector of Coimbatore not the Collector of Malabar, The forest officer should
explore all these tracts, and, with the assistance of the Collector and Survey Depart-

ment, he should ascertain what is private property and what belongs to Government,
and charts should be drawn up.

11.  As far as regards Sholaykaray and Chenat Nair the forest officer would
be under the Collector of Malabar ; but this hag always been the case. These tracts

are quite separated from the more northern portions of the range, and they are all
worked into Malabar,

12. Considering the mmportance of thig range I think it is more than any
of our junior officers could undertake. Captain Walker will very shortly be
returning (April next, I believe), and I would then propose to place this range under
Lieutenant Williams (as he will be relieved at Madura); he isa good surveyor, and
In every way competent to this charge. 1In the meantime, I would place one of
our juniors (at present without employ) in charge under Mr. Douglas’s orders,
and, of course, those of the Collector of Coimbatore,

13. The Commissioner of the Nilgiris ig naturally anxious that the revenua

from the forests of the slopes of his mountains should be credited to his range.
I see no difficulty in this, and would Propose that all collections from the left bank
of the Bhowani should be so credited. If we are to look to future requirements the
whole of these proceeds, and probably much more, will have to be expended on
the planting up of the reserves already formed by Colonel Morgan and on the
formation of further reserves, etc.

14, When the Deputy-Conservatoy of

No. 658, addressed to the Collector of Coimbatore, he had not consulted with me

on the subject, and he was not aware of the great importance that will now attach

to the forests in the vicinity of Copanairy to the south-west of Mettapolliam
he has never explored or even visited these tracts, and, until the sanction for this
branch line of railway from Coimbatore to Mettapolliam, they have been quite a
closed tract of no value, as there has, of course, been no market,

15. When the Collector of Coimbatore wrote his letter No. 197, addressed to
the Board, he had not taken into consideration the
ing season on the Anamu]lays (¢.e., June til] Septe
soons), when the officer of that range is obliged to
be the working season in this range,
six months, and the range will bhe

7

fact that the six months of work
mber, or the period of the mon-
be on the Anamallays, will also
No planting can take place during the other
more or less unhealthy during these dry montls,

16. I am quite cortain that if the range is formed as I now propose, it will,
at no distant date, become a most remunerative as well as a most important one,
In Salem, Arcot, Cuddapah, ete., eonservaney was not commenced until long after
the railway had Leen opened, and tl.e forests had consequently suffercd fearfully,
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Here we now have very fine tracts of almost untouched forests, and it would be a /
great mistake to postpone conservancy till they have been partially deforested. %, 0292 ) Ay
No. 178. ORDER THEREON, 15th March 1sz§, No. 328. : i ///(“ s / /Q/ //l’(/ 4} 77 16
& Tur Malabar forests should be left /
Forests, No. 12, ; . g
R undex:_ the Collector of Malabar with A / | / / : /
such subordinate aid as he needs. . / 2w/ leclor (v“ . 7 ((/ 7.
2. One of the Supernumerary Assistants should be attached to Coimbatore to 1 . 6’/ /
look after- Bolumputty, etc., and railway fuel-reserves generally, /( ¥
b7/ / /
(True Extract,) (/?///{ C# ((f/ =
(Signed) D, F CARMICHAEL, /
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