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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Department,
15th March 1873.

No. 161. Read the following letter from Messrs. DYMES & Co., to the
Secretary to Government, Revenue Department, dated Madras, 27th
January 1873 :—

We have the honour once more to address Government on the subject of

Sericulture in this Presidency. We venture to do so, as more than a year has elapsed
without our receiving any definite answer (o our proposal to distribute the seed of
the silk-worm on the terms mentioned in oug letter of the 5¢h February 1870.

2. Our position is at present as follows :——

We were induced some yearsago to invest capital in the business of improving
the breed of the silk-worms in this I’rcsi(,lumy, as the trade was and is gradually
dying out, hoping that Government would assist us in our object which is one of
vast importance to the commercial prosperity of this branch of the trade of this
Presidency. Whether we were Justified or not in expecti iz this assistance can be
best ascertained by a reference to letters, etc., which have at intervals appeared
in the Proceedings of Government,

3. We now, with regret, have to state that it is our intention to close our
Factory at Oossoor, and to cease our importations of exotic seed. We take this
course for three reasons, (1) because, without Government assistance, it does
not pay us to distribute seed gratis ; (2), because our Cotton and Indigo Fac-
tories (four in number) in other parts of the country monopolize our chief time

and attention ; (3), because we are now deprived of the valuable assistance of
Dr. I. G. Shaw, the Veterinary Surgeon in charge of the Remount Dep6t, who has
kindly, ably, and gratuitously, supervised the management of our establishment,
and to whose personal care we owe the success we have had in acclimatizing our
imported worms.

4. The loss of Mr, Shaw’s services will compel us to reduce our establish-
ment to an almost unremunerative state of profit, and the Factory being so far away
from our centre of business, we cantot give it the skilled attention it would require
in breeding and the manipulation of reeling, sorting, etc., etc. ; but as Government
would only require it as a Breeding Establishment for distributing seed, this difficulty
would not be felt, and the expenses of up-keep for this purpose would not, according
to our estimate, exceed Rs. 50 a month.

5. Before, however, finally cloging our establishment we venture to ask the
Government if they are disposed to re-consider the question and take it off our
hands at a valuation. The estate consists of a substantial brick and tile
Factory, containing breeding-rooms standing on its own land in the centre of the
Government Remount Depdt ; also two malberry gardens fully planted, together
with tools, ete. ; several wells and in one garden a perennial spring which irri-
gates the entire garden. Also spinning wheels with appurtenances and a large
supply of seed on hand which is immmliutc]_y available for distribution.

6. We venture to bring this proposition to the notice of Government, as
Sericulture 1s likely at no distant date to become a large and profitable braneh of
industry in Sowthern India, especially so since the newly formed Silk Supply
Association has given it attention ; it might be advisable for (:h)\’c'z'nxxx:(.'llf,'in (?mmoc.
tion with the Agricultural Department, to have a depit of its own for distribution
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