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No. 43. Read the following endorsement: of the Secretary to @

A : Oover
Public Works Department, dated 14th February 1873 - e,

Road the following ietter from Major R. F, OAKES, R. E, to the Secretary to
; Government, Public Works Depurtment, dated Madras, 21s¢ Jaduary
1873, No. 29 :—

I gavE the honour to inform you that when Sir Richard Temple, K.C.8.1., was
here in December last he desired to see me and questioned me relative to the
proposed regulating work for the Cauvery and Vennaur near the Grand Anicut. Of
the object of this work he appeared to have obtained Some erroneous impressions
from the local officers. After our interview [ deemed it well to place the informa-
tion I afforded him on paper and se addressed the letter, a copy of which I enclose,
to him and furnished him with copies of the Government Orders referred to the
letter with the marginal remarks made in the enclosed copies,

2. As my views relative to the necessity of carrying out the revenue
xm'vvy of the Tanjore District, intimately connected, as it 18, with the regulation
of the distribution of water to the various rivers, differ materially from those held
by G(m;mnwnt, I have deemed it right to furnish the Government with a copy of
my letter and to take the opportunity of again urging the speedy carrying out of the
revenue survey, and this the more as I observe from the enclosed note from the

Iras Mazl of the 19th December that the Collector of Tanjore has proposed to
distribute the assessment through all the villages, once for all, and that the
Government have sanctioned his proposal,

‘enue survey would not be more inquisitorial than the measuremens
necessary to apportion to each member of the village community the areq actually
appertaining to him, and hence I would urge that the opportunity should now be

taken of carrying out the revenue survey of the I anjore District,

4. It is presumed that in the apportionment now proposed no utlwmi)t will be
made to discover concealed cultivation, and if the Merassidars are led to belioye ,\““;‘
the distribution now to be made will defer, if it does not altogether o away \\‘i’ix
the revenue s urvey, they will probably be content to allow the “l'P”Y'l.if’lm;.‘m
area of
cultivation :‘unicably, and probably the very apportionment now to he

to

take place without making difficulties and will share the
I S Concealeq

g : ; 7 : : : ade will ha
brought forward hereafter in order to show that the revenye SUTVEY 18 Nt peres o
5. If the Merassidars are distiuctly informed that a revenue ;Hl"c(\ ] -dlired,
and that at no distant date, the more wealthy Merassidars will J W
to secure the extra cultivation by getting the smaller hold; " endegy

lll I(;:],,“.
)

first according to the accounts and by ]m\‘inj_'j what

left to them or added to their holdings., If this is

One
at once be introduced and there will pbe

Intenge

village community as there will be when the

it would be well then that the measurement

distributiorn, should be undertaken « e
o 4 aken at one upqg the g
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ghould not be aroused and the village communities should not be disturbed more

than once during the next ten or fifteen years, within which period it is presumed
that the revenue survey will be undertaken, '

6. If the distribution has been proposed with a view of postponing the
révenue survey, I beg to enter ny protest against the proposal, and to point out
that, however little the Revenue Department may consider the survey necessary
for their purposes, it is required to admit of its being ascertained what area
depends upon each stream for its supply in order that water may be distributed
accordingly. As it 15, it is more than doubtfal whether the distribution of water
to the major streams even approaches accuracy, while that to the minor streams
must be postponed till there is some guarantee that one Collector will not find the
distribution statement submitted by another Collector altogether incorrect asin
the case of the branches of the Codamoorty, mentioned in my letter to Sir Richard
Telnple, K.Cs8I  Perhaps more correctly Curnam should be substituted for
Collector in the last sentence for the Curnams are, for all practical purposes, the
great authorities in such matters in the Tanjore District.

7. It has been urged by those who are opposed to the survey of the Tanjore
District that the Merassidars may reasonably say, Why, you have once already
measured our lands and found what their area is, what can be the use of, or

occasion for, measuring them again,” and profess to be able to find no reply to
such a question.

8. The reply appears to be simple enough. It is true the lands have Leen
measured, but only in g rough manner with an eleven-yard rod and without the aid
of scientific instruments and without proper supervision: all that is required is
to have the measurements already made verified and the Merassidars may be asked
why, if they are satisfied that the measurements already made are COI'I‘BCF, they so
strongly oppose the verification of the measurements. The fact of this strong
Opposition shows clearly that the Merassidars and others are perfectly wel! aware
that a large area of concealed cultivation would be digcoveret'i on which no
févenue is now paid if a revenue survey of the district were can('iledhout, and, as
10 reliance can be placed upon measurements otherwise conducted, the sooner the

revenue survey is put in hand, the better.

————

Excrosvres 4. ;
One letter to Sir R. Temple, x.c.s.1., dated 16th December 1872.
G. 0., No. 1,451, of 22nd May 1869, Revenue Department.
» s 2,836, of 24th November 1870, Public Works Department.
Extract from the Madras Mail of 19th December 1872.

TrANSFERRED to the Revenue Department.

(Signed)  G. W. WALKER, Colonel, R. E., IR
Secretary to Government, P. W
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No. 44, OrpER THEREON, 6th March 1873, No. 262.
M; ’ TaE Government resolve to refer
1scellaneous. ¢
this letter to the Board of Revenue for

report after consulting the Director of
Revenue Settlement and the Superintendent of Revenue Survey.

- _,xtract.)

(Signed)  D. F. CARMICHAEL,

Secretary to Government.

To the Board of Revenue.

»» the Public Works Department.

,» the Director of Revenue Settlement,

»» the Superintendent of Revenue Survey.

Exd. A. 8. Rodgers.
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