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To CAPTAIN EVELYN BARING, RA.,

M“m’?foﬂﬁlmdkwym Vireroy and Governor-
General of India. -
Siz,

- 1 beg leavo respecsfully to submit the following
remarks for the consideration of His Excellency the Right
,Honowrable Lond Nortlbrook, Viceroy and Governor-
General of Tudiy, T lay clain to no medical knowledge
- whatsoever, byt 1 trust that my observations, the result
of long and practieal expericnes of the Indian climate
and gustoms, may he noy altoge her without advantuge in
ih‘e enquiry which hig Londship has so wisely instituted
upon this most importay subject.

I have the honour to be,
- SIR,
* Your most obedient and humble servant,
SYED ABDOOLLAH.
21, Plham Place,

Harrow Road, Londen, Ww.
Lst Nov. 1872,
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OBSERVATIONS

OF THE

CAUSES AND PREVENTION OF FEVER.

»
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I learn from the Indian papers that,

“Lord Northbrook has offered a gold medal to the

“ Bengal Medical College fer the best essay on the causes

“of the fever that has so long prevailed in the Burdwan
“ districts, and almost devastated vast portions of it.”

This is certainly a step in the right direction, and places
India under a deep obligation to his Lordship for having
at last directed attention to this importaut but too long
neglected subject. -

As a native of India, and one who has had unusually
fayoarable opportunities of examining many of the towns,
villages, and private, dwellings of that country, and of
comparing them with those of Europe, I venture to sub-
wmit, for the consideration of His Excellency and of those
interested in the matter, the accompanying views which
my own experience has suggested.

The houses of an Indian town are generally situated in
enclosures which present towards the street or alley a
dead wall of sun-dried bricks, stone, or mud ; a small door-
way being the only opening seen. On entering this door-
way, the visitor finds a yard from ten to twelve feet square,
on the sides of which are a number of dark roomns or cells,

. with an open verandah before them, in which the people
. live. The wooms ave; for the most part, very badly

ventilated, and are lighted by an aperture gbout o foot,
square. The yard often communicates with others of the
same kind, forming a labyrinthine suecession of such courts.
Some houses are visited by mehtars (sweepers) at stated
intervals, but the poorer classes perform the office for
themselves. Of drainage there is absolutely none at all.

There are vile and offensive receptacles in nearly every
.
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