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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Department, '
: 8th March 1873.
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there was any necessity for this, as this was being looked after by private persons:
For my own part I think the Tahsildar was quite right not to attach himself to 8
Committee. As Tahsildar he would be shirking his responsibility in any emergency
if he were to consent to be guided by the opinions of a few others, and, if he were
a Member of a Committee, it would not do for him to go away and act contrary L/
the decisions of this Committee, .

6. With reference to the payment of the coolies, you will see that Mr. Pl‘ﬂ“d_“"
gust asked the Sheristadar to pay the amount, and that he after some consideration
was willing to pay this to Mr. Prendergast, if the latter would give him some paper
to serve as a voucher for the payment. I do not think this was an unreasond

request on the part of the Sheristadar. If the money had becn improperly paid, OF

if any objection had been made to it in the Account Department, the Sherii-s s
would have had to make it good. As soon as I heard of it, I sent word that it was

tc be paid ; but then it would not have mattered to me if I had boen called of W
pay this myself; it amounted, however, to about half the Sheristadar’s mons iy .

salary. "

7. The Act 1. of 1858 does not bear out Mr. Prendergast's view that ::
Shetistadar was bound to pay the coolies employed by him. It provxdes for G -

Officers of the Department of Public Works doing what is necessary, or, if the)'ﬁ;;;
;;" :

not available, the Revenue or Village Officers. As far as this Aect is coneerti
HrPrendorgmm nothing but a private individual, and certainly lhﬁsh
- radur WO lalvy Buoi i ong dr ooy £ Ui ate pavaan a1t in avpenis IOTUER
say he had incurred, without serutinizing the bill, and without eveu o etk
- Besides, the Tahsildar thinks that Mr. Prendergast incurred a greater expe

was vecessary. I do not suppose that Mr, Prendergast was put to #ny ?

venience, because when I ordered the payment to be made to him he ref Tk

first to take it. | L
- 8. Tam willing to give Mr. Prendergast all the praise he deserves. Bﬁ M
with great energy, and to a considerable extent he acted well, but so did the La%
dar. The praise should not be bestowed on Mr. Prendergast at the expense
Tahsildar; and most eertainly Mr. Prendergast should not havesbeen the o1& =
throw the first stone at the Tahsildar. ”
9. With refegrencf; to the Order of Government, No. 1398, dated Dacemb“
20th, 1872, Public Department, I may remark that if Colonel Fischer m“‘n’:
suggest a subscription being raised among any of the inhabitents of this d;gtm::;m 1
among any private individuals, I am strongly opposed to the measure, Governmess

shonld not set on foot. any public subscription, The people )ycnld doub%ggt

subseribe, but they would look upon it a3 a tax.

10. If the suggestion is that Governmont should give something themselves;

I think that Government is not bound to do 80, but at the same time t'he? wo‘be
be acting with liberality in giving towards the expenses of rebuilding ¥
-houses. . . ﬂnt
11. Isend an estimato made by the Tahsildar of the number of houses G
“had injury done by the water. I have already said in a former letter ‘h‘_‘t;e;
houses fell because the walls were formed of mud, containing a large quantity ®

salt, so that the moisture soon wes
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] mrpt&ﬁng how few dead eattle have Boen £

in Liguse property or moveablo proper
thing towards the robuilding .

 thissubject, and he seems
1 agreo with him in this ; b

o  is one.

' near the Pensioners’ Li
I think Government might do this, ' It will

the blame that has been att

* tho loss in house property would be the liit of Jiberality ; moro than that would
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houses are built is soft, and easily affected by damp; the houses on this account

~ have in many instances their foundations laid on piles. The lability of Ellore to

floods seems to have been well-known, such floods having often oecurred before, so
that those whohad the means and who did not build their houses strong enough to
prevent this damage, either through an idea that no flood would occur in their
time, or through thinking that Government would indemnify them for any loss
they might sustain from these floods, ean have no claim on Government.

12.  The amount of the loss given by the owners of property to the Tahsildar
is as follows :— ! : (AR e £

House property : ey I e R e R 11 B0 R i
Moveabls property’ ... " L SRR Sud I e E i T I l‘l

I have made inquiries at some Of the houses, and the ouly conclusion I ¢can
come to is that the losses are most grossly exaggerated. One man enters what
it would cost him to build a house of the same size now, though the one that

has fallen was built many years ago, and was almost. falling down with age. Another
wants to build a much larger house, and enters as his loss the cost of building the

larger one. The Roman Catholic .-»,(’T‘fﬂ.“whﬁﬁié“x5’@%8‘“1 other things, the rails
before the altar ; and a carpet, evidently thoroughly worn out before the flood, is

13, Leould not find a single instance in
house could tell me, that they had really lost n

14, Mr. Pearso thought that Goven

choose to exercise any |

Ragimnt, iy o ca

e \,(v. ﬁ“ ;
" 16. I have come, then, to the conclusion
I have Rt
give anything as comipensation fo tho people who hay
ment think it right to make a present to these peopl
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so they bogan to give food from the ;'ery‘day (5th Octsber), as they have got funds on Wﬂt
of the contribations made'by them to charitable purpoges ’

3. . All the time the Sheristadar was with me.

4. About 5-30 on the evening of the 5th October, Mr, Prendergast went to t} Sheriigaé?r
and asked him to pay some rupees for the coolies who made cuts. Sheristadar consulted me,
= - although contrary to the provisions of Act I. of 1858, Mr. Prendergast acted himself inde

by the quartment of Public Works or by me

; to payment being made to the coolies, and advised Sheristadar
; for the amount. Sheristadar asked him (Mr. P
This was quite apparent from Mr. Preudergast’
a %oucher, payment could not be made apon Mr,

‘ to make payment, taking a v '
rendergast) to give a bill, which he never did ,
s diary. As no money could be disbursed wiﬂﬂ}!ﬁ :
Prendergast’s verbal application. i

9. On the evening of the 6th October I was called to attend municipal meeting. 1 obﬂeﬂﬂd
that it was for feeding people, and thouglit that if was not advisable to spend municipal funds wlﬁh
Banians were giving food. I know Mr. Prendergast, who wanted to make the Munjeipal Comm!f“

sioners to undertake the feeding of the pople, vould not listen to me, because 1 understood his

feelings and he began to do every thing independent
importance. - Native Municipal Commissioners were i

. ground that Baniang’ charity was at hand. Althous
leave, Istayed in the town. T was then completi

~castes,  Lhad no mind to join the Committee for the rensons stated above. On the 9

~ again cald to attend ¢ . Lwent. Mr. Padfel

' sioners w 8 usual,

ed & lot of coolies.” When I
- Tonvawenty coolies.  Therefore this is not right. g
¢ 00K the Taksildar and Sheristadar came to the breaches and said I ba
e M R WA G i tndilinge. The e ext g fonanionn
cross chaonel for the dzvez‘aimaﬂbc water of that cut ba;ng&m I said that the cross
4 good to prevent danger 9 tho other part of the town, R e A
o e Uaryy m.'P‘rondﬁergastjaayi:hé.provided :akeﬁe';. The chouliries in the town were 066
’ long before ke went there, The only opposition was 45 to the admission of Pariahs into
portion of the choultey of the Zomindais of Nidadavole and Baharzhally, whick s occupiod
 bigher castes. Many lower-caste people occupied the godowns belonging to the Zewindars.
- #(8) ““ Afver good deal of titme had been wasted I sucoeeded in pereuading him that no.
- dopartmental orflers monld interfore with tha susk: it7 givom, by-the Aot This is not the case.
- There was not much delay in taking my advice, Mr. Prendergast admits having ‘been asked Y
* give 4 Bill. This was upon my advice that the Sheristadar told Mr. Prenderg
~ unwilling o do so, and went away. . o el
(6.) Mr. Prendergast saye that he reccived in
- “that ke went and widened the broaches. 1en
it would bo extreuily fmpossible to widen
 would'itself widen mmch better than

¢ () e
- Mr. Prendergast he had with him
(8) *&bout 12 o’clock
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