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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Department,
- 27th November 1873.

s L L e SN L -

No. 168, Read the following Endorsement of the Secretary to Government
Public Works Department, dated 10th October 1873 — ’

Read the following : —
No. 742-B.
Note by the Chicf Engincer for Irrigation.
THE accompanying letter* from the District Engineer, Chingleput, and its

enclosure are submitted for the "inform-
* No. 1,352, dated 1st September 1873, ation of Government as bearin g upon

the subject of Government Order of the 13th October 1873, No. 2,503,

2. From the Revenue Statement it appears that the cultivation under the
Red Hills and Cholaveram tank was in—

-

. ACRES. RS,
Fasli 1280 (1870-71) Red Hills ... we  2,012°45. - 0,188
45 ( 4 ) Cholaveram oo 1,344°29 4,655

e ————— —

\
Total ... 3,356:74 18,843

Fasli 1281 (1871-72) Red Hills .., . 2,436'79 8,496
” ( 4 ) Cholaveram 2 sae 1, 005-69 4,800

— e ———

= : . Total ... 4,192:48 13,296

- Fali 1282 (187279 Red Bills ... ... ... .. 543716 5405,

< ( s ) Cholaveram oee. 2,185°68 5,648

—————

_Total ... 4,56981 14,956

The District Engineer mentions that the Collector states the increase of cult;.
vation under these tanks to_have been as yet inconsiderable, and that the excess
shown is owing to the new survey areas being greater than the old Paimash
measurements. What the Collector’s standard of comparison may have been is
not apparent, but the only information for past years to be found in this office is
that contained in paragraphs 38 and 40 of Mr. W. T. Blair’s report, which is
printed in Proceedings Madras Government, Revenue Department, No. 939, of the
29th May 1871, and this shows that, so fur from any extension of irrigation having
taken place, there has been a falling off ; the average area for a period stated to be,
from 16 to 25 years being acres 4,980, and that of fasli 1276 (1866-67) acres
5,559, while the highest of the 3 years now given is but acres 4,570.

3. First of all, it appears to be desirable that a complete statement of irriga-
tion under each of the tanks in each village for the last 20 years, or for as long a
period within this time as may be practicable, should be prepared and recorded ;
and, secondly, it would be reasonable that the causes which have led to a decrease
of cultivation, and particularly to the grant of considerable remissions in fasli
1281 should be inquired into.

4. To its proper extent and degree water requires to be accounted for like
money, and, moreover, if lands which can be irrigated by the tanks are left unculti,
yated by those who may be deemed to have the option of taking them up
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