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Excrosurg No. 1.

From Maj ; :
ajor R. H.‘.B!‘,DDO.\IE, Inspector of Forests, to R. K. PUCKLE, Esq., Collector of
Tinnevelly, dated Palameottah, 22nd J uly 1873, No. 1 841.’ -

Wirn
" W r;f;xx;c(: }:: ;lmragraph 4 of the Board's Proceedings, recorded in G. 0., No. 685, of the
i 1,';,,.,‘- o h:mur ;o inform you, that I have just been inspecting the Singamputti
ks ;nore (hm. lgat:) an valual-)le tract, the area of which T was unable to ascertain, bu,
. Aiorpe square mn?ea., bat almost all the finer portions are very inaccessible,
B ‘;1 refnoved m.thcmt a considerable expense for road making, These
g s _3 ;nl?nn y Increase in value, and many vears hence, waileoads aid letéer
P dae tnem to necczme of very great value. It would be wisé tbcrefo.re
Aot W 3‘1 nd procure Ppossession of them either by purchase or perpetual 'lea.s ; just
e ihe . efnand for t.:u?ber, .and a short lease from the Court of Wards wbiche . J";:
T frp opnetor attaining his majority, is scarcely worth mo =
om the Hill produce, ete. e e
therj‘;rel:ll:ese ;orests pr(ztect the water-supply of Tambrapurni,
it x?en upon their propar conservancy, and if the propriet
ki x'ietmcu]ffﬂ:went upon Government to pass an Act to san
: prietors hitherto have never exercised any rights except i
forests, and I would strongly recommend you to advise Gover
estate to the immense tract claimed. 3
3. With reference to Kattalai Malai I cannot esti

:::n 500 Rupees. This tract should, I think, be bou’::: t:utt:g;:h;: ::
¢ c:::é?ntz ::; :::n;;l:(,i l!:nt as far as -I.can 'learn. the temple has no claim whatever be

_ 3 y a late decision in the Bombay Courts, thig I ¥ gl
force against Government, and I think that the right should be di’sputed = e s

= : (Trae Copy.)

(Signed) R.K.PUCKLE
Collector.
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fuel is or is likely ever to be of much moment; but lays great stress on the pro-
tection to the sources of the Tambrapurni which is afforded by these forests. He
states that the highest net revenue which they have yet yielded is Rupees 10,910
and he proposes an annual rent of Rupees 11,000. -

2. As already stated by the Board, the question of a lease must be deferred
until the Minor Zemindar attains his majority which will be in 1878. It seems
extravagant to assert that the timber of these forests will never come into the
market to any great extent, and the opinion of the Inspector of Forests on this
point is doubtless correct. It is unquestionable, that forests have a very import-
ant function to perform in protecting river sources, by checking evaporation and
retaining moisture, though the value of such influences cannot be exactly esti-
mated. The Board are of opinion that 11,000 Rupees per annum will be a mod-
erate sum for Government to pay for possession of these forests, and the offer is
likely to be accepted by the Zemindar when he comes of age. Meanwhile under
the charge of the Court of Wards the forests will be saved from denudation.

3. Major Beddome’s letter does not explain nor does the Collector state why
so small a value as 500 Rupees per annum was put by Major Beddome upon the
Kattalai Malai Forest; nor is it stated what steps have been taken to acquire the
lease of it for Government as sanctioned in the Order, 4th July 1873, No. 685.

The Collector should report on this point.
4. These proceedings are submitted for the information of Government.

Oxrpis ToEseoy, 13th November 1873, No. 1,262.

Tue Board’s Proceedings are approved
and their further report in regard to
the Kattalai Malai awaited.

No. 67.

Forests, No. 6.

_ (True Extract.)
(Signed) J. STURROCK,

Acting Under-Secretary to Government.

To the Board of Revenue.
,, the Inspector of Forests.

Exd. G. A. Tarton.
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