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No. 46. Proceedings of the Board ﬁevenue, dated 20th Angust 1873,
g0

No.
Read the following Proceedings of the Madras Government, dated 22nd July
1873, No. 766, Revenue Department :—
ABSTRACT. — Trees yielding Pard Rubber.— Forwarding, for report, to the Board
of Revenue, Inspector of Forests, and the Resident of Travancore, despatch from
the Secretary of State regarding the eultivation of — in India.

———

Tue Board of Revenue have the honour to answer the reference contained 10
G. O., dated 22nd ultimo, No. 768.

»

2. The desecription given by Mr. Collins in his report of the habitat of th.e
tree which produces the Pard caoutchoue (Hevea) convinces the Board that 1t
may be expected to flourish on the Western Coast of this Presidency, and, its
product being more valuable and purer than that of any other rubber-bearing
tree, the Board would give this species the preference.

3. The climate and rainfall of the Malabar Coast districts closely resemblo
those of the province of Pard ; in the latter province, however, the region where the
Hevea is abundant is an allavial flat inundated part of the year and the soil
is % nowhere sandy but always either a
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4. Such conditions¥would not all be met v
a moderate scale would s whether fhe ffrmation of plantations g
andertaken with the hope of success. In the still uncleared parts of the Sunder-
bunds 1 seem that every condition under which the tree thrives in Pard
would be present.

5. 'The Ficus elasticais found to be widely distributed throughout the forests”

of Assam: it already adds considerably to the Forest Revenue. If it were .

introduced into the forests of the Western Ghauts there could be little doubt of its
thriving, and like other kindred species it is especially easy to propagate.

6. Of the climbing shrubs the best appear to be the Madagascar Vahea an
the Bornean Urceola: the former produces the most valuable caoutchoue, and th
climate of the forests of the Western Ghauts would probably guit it well. Th

(i
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Inspector of Forests will have racorded his opinion on the advisability of cultivat-".-

il any ¢ ino prant in reserved forests; the Board believe sugh cultivation to
frettionable where valuable timber is sought to be produced,.

- 7. If, however, plantations of the Hevea should:be formed, it would seem
that one of the creepingzproducers of caoutchouc might be tried in those planta-
tions, as the Hevea thrives in its native habitat in the most densely-tangled forest.

8 On areview of the whole facts brought to notice in Mr. Collins’ report and
Dr. Brandis’ Memorandum the Board incline to the belief that the proper locality
in which to extend the cultivation of the Ficus elastica is its native province of
Assam and the forests adjucent, while for the introduction of the exotic Hevea
and Vahea they think suitable sites for plantations are likely to be found on
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the Western Ghauts, and especially in Travancore. The superior quality of the
produce of these Jast-named species alone induce the Board to recommend their
trial, for some uncertainty would attend their introduction; while the Ficus
elastica flourishes in Ceylon (where a Member of the Board has seen fine and
productive specimens in the Government Gardens near Kandy), and there can
be little doubt that it would find the climate of the Western Ghauts and
Travancore congenial.

No. 47. From G. A. BALLARD, Esq., Resident in Travancore and Cochin,
to the Hon. W. HUDLESTON, Chief Secretary to Government, Fort

St. George, Ootacamund, dated Trevandrum, 11th October 1873, No. 89.

ApvERTING to G. O., dated 22nd July 1873, No. 766, I have the honour, after
communicating with the Dewans of Travancore and Cochin, and, through them,
with the respective Conservators of Forests, to observe that the climate and condi-
tions of many portions of Travancore and Cochin appear very suitable for the
growth of trees yielding the Caoutchouc of commerce. There are several indi-
genous trees and plants yielding milky juices from which Caoutchouc perhaps may
be extracted, but experiment alone can determine whether the process would be
remunerative or not.

9. The Conservator of Forests, Travancore, mentions especially the Pachotti*
(Isonandra ocuminatat), a large tree
growing in s bundance at an elevation of
t Vide Drury's * Usefol Plants of Indié," from 2,05 to 3,000 or 4,000 feet, and
submits some samples with a memoran-
dum as to their preparation, which I
forward: with this letter. There are
other trees yielding somewhat similar juice in abundance that may be found
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useful.
3 The Conservator of Forests, Cochin, speaks of cuttings of the Fieus

elastica as having been occasionally put down, but little attention was paid to their
conservation. They seem, however, only to require the most ordinary protection
from the depredations of cattle, etc., to flourish. One put down some fifteen years
ago 18 said to be 2 feet 8 inches round the base of the trunk and 1 foot 4} inches
and 1 foot 8 inches round the lower branches.

He also mentions the Isonandra acuminate above said as producir an m.>rior
Gutta-percha, and alludes vo c*hove thog
probably would yield the pr'oduct.

4. If any plants or seeds are supplied, I am sure experiments will be made

Called in Cochin, a9 ), Pali.

with care and attention.
5. This is not the first time attention has been turned to this matter.

I enclose, for easy reference, Copy of a report submitted by General Cullen in
1859 on the subject of Gutta-percha.

I have not any information regarding the young trees of the true Gutta-percha
mentioned by him in paragraph 10 of his report, but will make inquiries regarding
them.
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