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No. 1,500."

Proceepivgs oF THE BOARD OF Ruvesue, dated 5th August 1873.

Read again G. O, 19th March 1873, No. 341, R. D., recorded in Board’s Proceed-
ings, dated 5th April 1873, Miscellaneous No. 2,067

Read also the following letter from K. LUSHINGTON, Esq., Accountant-General,
to J. GROSE, Esq., Secretary to the Board of Revenue, dated Fort St.
George, 4th June 1873, No. 1,862 :— ;

I nave the honour t0 acknowledge the receipt of the Proceedings of Govern-
ment, in the Revenue Depertment,. dated 19th ll\gf_.d..l.‘ch 1873, forwarded to me by the
Board, under date, the 5th ultimo, with the request that I would state my opinion
in regard to a proposition made by Mr. B. Taylor, the Inspector of Local Offices

. of Account, and supported by the Comptroller-General, for the discontinuance of
the present system of classified accounts which obtains in this Presidency, and the
adoption in lieu thereof of the system of unclassified accounts which, it is stated,
has boen tried with success in all the other Presidencies and administrations with
the cxception of Bombay. "

9., As I have not enjoyed the same advantage that Mr. R. Taylor has had of
personally watching the working of the two different systems, 1 deemed it proper,
before offering an opinion on the subject, to judge by personal observation, to what
extent and in what manner the system of unclassified accounts would affect the
work in my own Office; and 1 accordingly requested the Collector of Cuddapah to
forward the whole of the vouchers for one or two months from which the Treasury
Accounts of his district gubmitted to this Office had been prepared. This he

. accordingly did, and on receipt of the vouchers, 1 directed one of the Treasury

Account Auditors to compile from them a Treasury Account for one month.

3. The compilation of this one Account, I beg to observe, occupied the
Auditor seventeen working days, or three days in excess of the time which would
have been allowed him to audit the Collector’s Accounts of five districts. The
account, however, with the exception of one or two errors of a trifling nature was
correctly prepared, and the Auditor, after a little practice, kwould I have no doubi;
been able to complete an aceount in a much shorter period than was occupied by
him in compiling the account now ander notice. So far, therefore, as this Office
is concerned, it is clear that the proposed change might be introduced without
difficulty, but I am confident that the establishment would have to be considerably
strengthened to enable it to perform the work efficiently, and at the same time to
submit the monthly Accounts to Calcutta with the same regularity and despatch
as is now observed.

4, As regards the expediency of the proposed change from classified to
unclassified accounts, I see no reason, after an experience of more than eight
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years, to withdraw from the opinion which I expressed in my letter to Govern-
P ment, of the 25th November 1864, that the present system of classified accounts
%L is far better suited to the districts of this Presidency than unclassified accounts. P
[ I entered at considerable length into the reasons which led me to form that
g opinion, and I am unable now to adduce any farther arguments in support of if
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thrsf Presidency have im.;?:ﬁlht éorward, beyod the. {sat that the Acco}fnts i General that it is proposed that recgiptsgshguld still be classified in the districts
A th.eu' due dates, and that I beli}::v B endergl R _G.overmflen!f 4 so far as is necessary for administration purposes, i. e, to the extent now prevail- :
will bear comparison with th F 9% SopaTs th.e agouraey OF, bR dt;taxls, they ing, but no further and that there shall be no classification whatever of charges
. : ose of any other Presidency or administration. 6l ,the P re’ach e Adconpiant General’s Office. , !
A 1 8u 3 - s : g e ; &, - P
brings forwardpf}?rtf‘)f o recommendation for the proposed change, Mr. Taylos - 3. 1t thust not be forgotten that under tho i ﬁ
et T ¢ fact of his having discovered eleven errors in classification 1D control some classification of charges must be done in the districts in order to give i
strict Treasury Accounts, as shown in the Result Statement, I able the Board to do their part in controlling .

the Collectors information, and to enable
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ink that the case noticed by Mr. Taylor must have been a very expenditure.
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4. Tt has been urged on the
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average of the yer?emo.ua‘; o’cm‘f'fn utfvu, and ¥ can with confidenve state that the receipts and disbursements to the Collector’s office and that the first classification &
Mr, ~'1‘ajlor i 3 s ‘ﬂa“’?‘ﬁcatw" was very far below the number gived by might take place there. This would certainly diminish the opportunities for fraud i
in each Tre’asur 2 & Siatetené now befork g, showing the mistekes committed in cf,:he talugs. It is a subject not immediately connected With the reference from |
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I find that the tanaram)u“t Sl;bmltted $0:6is e ity Tud fss leven monthe. - the Government of India but the Board wish it to be reported on at the same |

whole of the disty; tgz number of errots in classification in the accounts of the Hal : : 5~ ‘ %

may, Mr, Tayl :L 8 does not exceed 3} in-each account. Be that, however, as 1t A f,,tme Gopy and Extr k) .

exercised in t{;ioros Stat‘?me“t at all events proves that a proper vigilance is o A ¢ ' 2

Wi o as flice in checking the Collector’s accounts, that the mistakes in o o

this Office toyth mended, and that a correct Return is consequently submitted by g 3 m:?"
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L tlli:(t)lﬁ;? other hand, if the Treasury Accounts be compiled in the first To the Collector of Ganjam, I?-j i 8

by the Comp] ce, how or by whom is any mistake which may be committed ’ ., of the Kistna District, i
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made by our Qo e-I; would repeat are any errors either of classification or figure " . of Tinnevelly, i ‘ i

atvers wpilers to be corrected ? The errors may be trifling, or they may B A @ w. s of Coimbatore, i BT ‘
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Sl son;;)::t:x;t ones, bI.It th'ere they are and there they must remain, a8 they
MR ey c;m siae, mevrt.ably pass into the final account sent up to the
A pe Cora .t . am obliged, therefore, to dissent altogether from the
the number of osm-xl;:]ro er-General that the unclassified account system v
% exm}:s 81 femlstakes, nor is its adoption in this Presidency called for
Accounts b uses of unpunctuality, for, as I haye above observed, the Madras
ave always been rendered on their due dates. |

Copy to the Acting Secretary to Government, Revenue Departments it T i
to the Accountant-General. ; el &
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plyh{gbif ’t;::) (;;mclu,s ion, to express my regret at the delay which has occurred

£ iy Bt o toia)rd 8 reffarence, afld which, it will be observed, has been due
carried out } b i experience, how far the proposed change could be

el Y my present Establishment if it were ordered to be introduced.
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