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~ under strict conditions, and with great reluctance advanced Rupees 900 on M

Proceedmgs af tlae Jladms Government, Reve\de Department

On ey Tk October 1873. e

P

said: ¢ His almost ostentatious patron-

G 0.,71;11 Jaima.ry 1873 No,.m“ . R Mr. FretlckS, while that person

‘ ' - -  they desired, :
Oﬂ‘mml Memomndm 24“‘ Jm““)’ 1873, whether 1,25 had given contracts for
i“’ ad"-‘:".:' T . works in fhe Arnee Estate to Mr.

Frencks aﬁd made advances to him, on his personal security only, at a time when
e lus wlvency was doubtful, etc.

s Mr. Whtteslde replied that betweean of the syl its against the
Municipality and the stltntlon of the

Pmceedmgl Court of Wards, 26ih Febraary inquiry about the Vellore Municipality,

' ‘-l_'&‘ld. Bmeellimmun J1o- 2, e Mr. Fyericks came and implored him
for work that after exa.mmmg many strono' Gificates as to Mr. Frericks’s
e, ehmcber and ability and trustworthiness (amghgRthem some by the Second
‘ Mambet of the Board, which must, however, hayf relafe¥gto events which happened
» abtmt twelve years ago when Mzr. Freric o was th Police Inspector, left
~ the Police), and making such further inquiry as Le deemed (from the
Magmtrate and Sub-Collector amongst others), he gave the man a contract fora smalf
- Local Fund work, which was performed well in every way ; that he then gavg
~ Mr. Frencks contracts for these works to cost Rupees 4,610 in the Arnee Estato

Frencks’s personal sceurity alone to give him a fair start ; that first heavy rain fel
ﬁlen the Vellore inquiry kept Mr. Frericks a week in Vellore then his wife became
¥ sly ill, and that kept him in Vellore three weeks more ; and then his wife
:‘t_he work remamed undone, and the money advanced melted away in

' fr --and not before

,-—that the man was msolvent

5 In tbe}r \m:der on the reptm‘. Government, m&.ansurmg Mr Whitg_%ida,‘ :

rsb and after his msglent g
zanship, most unﬁtﬁmg =
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28th October 1873

7 £} :
“11. Thé Board remerked that the whole of this probable loss seemed to be

due to actions on the part of Mr. Whiteside; which proceeded from personal feeling

(alluding to paragraph 3, ’,G. 0., Tth January 1873, No. 19, quoted above), but
deferred considering wheher Mr. Whiteside, who was then on leave, should be
held pecuniarily responsible until he should return.

12. The debt foy dijuse-rent was not included in the Insolvent’s dxscbarge

. because it was due to Gyve nment, and the sum’ducto the Court of Wards was not

entered in the Insolvent’s s hedule ; but he is niow as insolvent as ever, and in jail
for u criminal offence (defamabxon), and tliefe is no hope of the recovery of either
debt. g
13. Mr. Whiteside now states that he had nothing to do with the house-rent,
and that the Court’s. order of the 5th March 1873, Miscellaneous No. 1,271, shows
that they then considered he tad- ‘acted to the best of his judgment in giving
Mr. Frericks the contracts and advances, and approved of allowing Mr. Frericks
another chance. He refers again to the testimonials he read and heard before he
gave the contracts, and trusts that ¢ the Court will be pleased to withdraw their
remarks.”’

14, The Board have glx,»n tl‘eu fullest consideration to this matter, and they
now resolye to report to G .)vernmcnt that Mr. Whiteside should, in their opinion,

be required to refand thg, & -mpees 818-10:6 lost to the Arnee Estate and the Rupees

203-13-11 lost o \.uvernment by his lll-Judged L partlzanshxp” in support of

Mr. Frericks.

15. However strong Mr Frericks’s testnnoma]s may have been, Mr. thte— :

%e was not justified in biving him contracts and in making him advances on his
pe{fsonal security alone, especially when Mr. Frericks told him, asis in admitted
Mre Whiteside’s evidence before the Commissioners, that he had spent all his money,

of, in other words, was insolvent. The order of the Court, which allowed work

¢ be resumed, was an inevitable consequence of the mistaken report whu.h

Mr. Whiteside submitted of Mr. Frericks’s honesty and anxiety to work out his con-

tracts; but it did not in any way imply approval of, or condone the past action
of the Collector. Mr. Whiteside acted wrongly, and he did so from a purely per-
sonal feeling,—a wish to support an antagonist of certain members of the Vellore
Municipality. :

16. The case with regard to the house-rent is simple. From Mr. Kelsall’s
evidence before the Commissioners as quoted above, it appears that Mr. Whltemde
stopped the prosecutwn of a suit which had beey actually filed by the Snb—CoIlector,
and which would, in all probability, have prevented the losa. The same mohvea

must have prompted this action.

From W. 8. WHITESIDE, Esq. ,Collectoﬁ'of North Arcot, and Agent to the
Court of Wards, to the Hon. W. HUDLESTON, Chief Secretary G

Government, Fort St. George, dated Ohtttoor, 25th Jqu 1873, No. 38.
- 1 mavE just received the printed Proceedmo's of the Court of Wards, No. 1, 308

dated 17th instant. No manuseript copy of these Proceedings was sent to me'

in the first instance as is usual, and I was consequently, until now, ‘unaware that

some days back the "Court of Wards laid before Government a Proceedings,
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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Reven.ue Depar
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recommending that I shall be held personally liable ‘or the advannbes made to
- Mz, Frericks, and also for certain housé-rent due by him in Vellore.

2. I gather from these Proceedings that certain papers, which form part of
the correspondence briefly reviewed by the Court, have nbt been laid before Gov-
ernment for their consideration along with the Proceedjngs. As the matter is of

S such personal and pecuniary iepogtance to me, I am n dressing the Court of
S -f**v‘lv'*ards on this subject, and pointing out that, in justicd t e, they are bound to,
lay the matter before Grovernment in the fullest po##ile manner, and, until the -
papers in question have been forwarded, I have the honour to request that the
- Government will be pleased to defer passing their ﬁ‘al orders.

No. 310.B.  From the same officer, dated Chittoor, 6th August 1873, No. 44.

3 I mave the honour, with reference to the Proceedings of the Court of Wards,

: -NO' 130, dated 17th July, to request that the Government will be pleased to take
into consideration the following remarks that I think it right to offer upon the
reasons assigned by the Court of Wards, why I shoNgl be held Liable for the advances
made to Mr. Frericks, and also for the house-rent by him in Vellore. :

; 2. 1 beg to draw the attention of Government t&¢he fact that tb® Court of
Wards had, between the 23rd October 1872 and 22nd Jiary 1873, sanctioned
thé outlay of 34,000 Rs., to be expended in improving the irrigation-works of the
Arnee estate at present under their management. That money I had to lay out
< tﬁ?aihest;advzantage, and as qui‘ckly as possible, for the working season was drawipg
rapidly to a close; to that end, it became necessary for me to employ a large numper
of contractors to take up the vario_;\si works selected for improvement. A pplicatidgs

had to rely in several instances upon he testimonials produced by the applicantg
I need hardly remark that it is not always possible for a Collector to select at a
" moment’s notice many trustworthy reliable men of capital to fulfil a large number
of contracts, and he must be guided, in many cases, by the testimonials or
 certificates of character produced before him. Now those shown to me by
M. Frericks were unexceptionable in every way. They.dated’ from many. yesn
back, and certified to his continuous good character, as well as hqnies't performance
AR ey i cover, pexrsonal inquiries about him,

of contracts down to last year. I made, moreove ) Pe ek :
+nd finally concluded that T might ust Mr. Frerioks it WoT~ e
3. Inmy letter to the Court of{Wards, No. 381, fiafled 7ti:'1 July lh ) tl'.ggé,tes

: andum calling on we to forward, if possible, copies i

¢, Frericks, and gter despatching it, I saw Mr. Frericks in the
. LDy ;

is origi ifi d papers
e his original certificates and p
i 1 ked could he B t. me have
Chittoor J ail, and as

; were not then in his possession, although
g ?he i chl :Xaurizlinrgfcfyme that he had shown me a letter frz:x;
Stiu'ﬁ—ﬂ""fin exmen‘?e”mf‘f inc him, when an Inspector 10 the Police F?rc?’.wh
M. T " h?n;?ﬁ:enetn:lfu post‘j of Superintendent of an estate on :)l'xe t::llg;:s; :S z
Mf : RObms‘;“.Zf severa; gentlemen. from MZ W ,51(; :1?;,', E,'rerli)cks’s
e j'om:;iir;gzszre at the satisiactory condition te thenu
3 ; ng

<

fo a memor
shown to me by M

Also a letter
of thatesta

~

for the contracts were very numerous, and, in deciding whom I should em‘ploy,&\
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Proceedéfzgs of the Madras Government, Ré;;;zwe—‘gépartment
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management ; also a certificate from Mr. Robinson written from Kotagherry after
Mz, Frericks had quitted the Police, comménding him highly for hones? zeZl and
efficiency. These were “dJome of the papers Mr. Frericti{s had shownyxile a’nd 1
contend that I had good grounds for relying upon them as I did. I did n(,)t . it

to the Court of Wards, and detail them as I have now done bec.ause 1 beliewr(; (;
could rely on the Court offA Wards’ previous remark that tiley were prepar:; to

. make every allowance Yorime in trusting Mri Frericks with advances. Under

present circumstances, howi7er. I think it preper to specify the certificates and
papers which induced me to trust Mr. Frericks, especially, too, when ;zs I have
already [informed the Court of Wards, the good char’acter’ iver’x him b
Mr. W. Robinson, and which had enabled him to obtain an excelleﬁt appointm )t
on quitting the Police, was sup;ﬂemented'by many other certificates mffdm Oi’:
a series of years down to the present time. : : Ji s

4. The Government-are, of course, aware that the giving of advances to ¢
tractors is an extremely common occurrence. Itisa matt:arafor the 'udumen: n-f
the officer giving the contract. In these Arnee contracts, and at tlfe v:zr /
time when I gave the advance t» Mr. Frericks, acfing on n’my judgment as t);ijim(:
was best to be done, I also made an advance of precisely the same sum (Rs 90l(2)l
to a native to whom I wes giving contract, and to the same amount ;3.8 t)
Mr. Frericks. I mention this fact as disproving the assertion of the Court Of
Wards, that I made a special case in Mr. Frericks’s favour from an in:?u: ;
personal desire to support him in opposition to certain members of the \?l(;per
Mupicip'ality. The native to whom I made this advance experienced, to a i 0":
degree, the same difficulty in carrying out his contracts that Mr. Freric;ks hadgrea:t.
with. Just s he was commencing work the monsoon broke heavily the ta?llz
tl;?t he was repairing filled, and were kept full by successive heavy fal,ls of m;ns
so that it was not until the end of March last that he was able fairly to ge(t tc:
work. Since then he has gone on steadily, and, if Mr. Frericks had not met with
the other troubles I have detailed in my letter to the Court of Wards of the 11th
February last, No. 91, I still think he would have carried out his contracts
properly.

5. The Court of Wards say that I erred in trusting with contracts a man
who was not possessed of a substantial amount of capital, but I venture confidently
to assert that, if inquiry were made, it will be found that an enormous amount (;f
the contracts for Public Works throughout this Presidency are given year b
year to men who are not capitalists, who merely take the contracts with}an e *Z
7to the small profit they may be able eventually"to make. I believe every Colle)c

7 ¢or will admit this as a fact, and it certainly has never, so far as I am anm;

_ been laid down as a rule by Government or tb’z;}Board of Revenue that, if by ;m ;
chance, or under any combination of adversé“c*ftbumstances’ a contraczor fails tz: |
complete his works, or occasions loss of money entrusted to him bona fids for the
execution of those works, the officer making such advances shall be held personall
liable. As a case in point that occurs to me at this moment, I may just men‘t“ioi
that, not very long ago, one of my predecessors in this district advanced to sz
Daloyet on his establishment, a man of* no capital whatever, and drawing a salary
of only Rs.7 a-month, the sum of Rs, 845-8-56 wherewith to dig a weﬁ for the
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use of pilgrims visiting the town of Tripati. The well $vas only partiélly dug, and
'the' whole of the money so advanced to the peon was lzompletely lost. But the
Board of Revenue have certainly not held the Collectbr personally responsible
fqr that loss. Iadduce this instance, in order to urge, as I desire to do, that, if
there is any rule making officers personally liable for advances sanctioned by
thgxg, 1t has never that L know of.been promulgated; afd ertainly has never been
enforced. It would, therefore, I fubmit, be hard up
now, and hold me liable for doil JPhat- T-againg
result of purely personal motives as allégéd by the

yie to make a special case
Ppsitively assert was not the
Court of Wards.

G A paragivaph 8 of their Proceedings under nof.ice, the Court of Wards
state that, in my letter to their address of the 21st Vebruary lnst, T strongly
T e Frericks, who bad then put in an appearance, should be

- allowed to recommence the works previously enntrusted'to him ; and, in paragraph

15, they go on to observe: * the order of the Court, which allowed work to be
resumed, was an inevitable result of the mistaken report which Mr. Whiteside
submitted of Mr. Frericks's honesty and anxiety to work out his contracts.” I now
“beg to request that the Government will be pleast‘aﬁ to refer to that letter of mine
misled by which the Court of Wards say they were induced to permit Mr, F rericks’s
re-employment. They will perceive that it consists, first, of a report from me of
an interview I had had with Mgy, Frericks, and of the statements he had then
made to me; second, of the announcement that I awaited the Court's orders on
the whole matter I had reported to them on the 11th February; and, third, it
concludes with the incidental remark that Mr, Frerick’?’s conduct, as then repo ed
by me, supported, I thouglit, my belief 'that, had not circumstances bg:q 50 adv_. se
to him, Mr. Frericks would. have duly iulﬁ}led the contracts when origifially giyen
to him. I submit that this letter of mine, so far from containing a §
ndation that he should be allowed to resume work, really contains no
A Srisedl tall in Mr. Frericks’s favour. T merely reported a certain fact,
recommendatml; ; ited orders aﬁd, further, the Government will see, on refer-
and stated that awihe 11th F,ebruary, which was then undisposed of by the
raph 9, I distinctly informed the Court that as
rm his contracts, I had entered into engagements

. , ) out. As, therefore, it was no longer in my
i i Naidu to carry them out. : e
with one Yel;etli:ose works back to'bim, it is, I think .clear that I '(::;uol;s ti,:;:::'
b g:ivd that Mr. Frericks should be allowed to resume oper %
recommende . :

7. When the Court of Wards desire

the

i 2t if he produced before me

e an egecution of contract works, I would be prepared
€

¢ Lim for the execution of some other works, but
: which had been undertaken by another man.
without those men I declined to converse
nt whatever with him as regards the

. 3
Court of Wards, thf?t, in parag
My, Frericks had failed to perfo

in, I info
:vg::: ’prepared to back him in th_c?
to enter into fresh agreements Wit
not those previously entrusted to him w
When subsequently he came to see me

ith him, or to enter into any arrangeme | PHS
:;::1 v:lt:rk’s  but, if I had been really actuated, as the Court suppose, by an improp
| Hsrgp)

' 3 doubt but that
' eling in the matter, I think there can be no ' :
S e 1;to‘ fall:}e advantage of the loop-hole the Court’s order

R\

d work to be given to Mr. Frericlk:
parties whom he stated
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for re-employment had afforjed, and have given Mr. Frericks fresh contracts, and
a further extension of time./ The strictness Wwith which I treated him is, I submit,
an argument in my favoun,

& When I was first reporting on the advances made to Mr. Frericks, T was
greatly annoyed at the probable loss that I then foresaw, and somewhat quimi’{i-

cally, in conclusion, I said (and the remark is in itself evidence that I did nocon-

template Mr. Frericks being pgain employed) that, if the Court of Wards thes—

ingisted upon it, I should feei:imy duty to make good the loss that A
tually acerue to the estate, but the Court o1 Wards did not accept my offer, and,
in reply, observed that they were prepared to make full allowance for the course
I had taken in entrusting Mr. Frericks with contract-works.
although the circumstances are just as they wore then, the Court refuse to make
any allowance at all for me, take the worst possible view of the whole case, and
consider that I should be held personally responsible not only for thie advan ces
made to Mr. Frericks but also for the house-rent due by him.

9. Before touching upon this last-named question, I should obseyy
I first appeared before the Commissioners appointed to inquire into
Municipal affairs, I distinctly requested the Commissioners to inform
capacity I was to be examined, as witness or as one whose conduct was under
official inquiry. I was told by Mr. Thornhili, in reply, that I was merely to be
examined as a witness, and, as such, I of course was not present at the subsequent
inquiry, nor was I aware that, during that inquiry, evidence to my prejudices was
being recorded in my absence, and upon which I was not questioned
as I vow perceive from the ProceBdings of the Court of Wards under reply, was
destited to beyquoted and relied on hereafter to my detriment. This vWas, [
subrait, Lardly fair to me, for (certainly in regard to the question®of Mcr. Frericks’s
hom.ﬁ-r'ent) I should probably have been able to givea satisfactory explanation.

10. Now that Mr. Kelsall’s evidence thus given behind my back has been
quoted by the Court of Wards in proof of the impropriety of motive with which I
treated Mr. Frerieks. I claim the right of disproving that statement, as I am
fortundtely able to do by reference to official docunents which were in my poé-
session at the time when the Commission was sitting in Vellore, and which I
would, of course, at once have produced, had I had any intimation of the nature of
the evidence then being recorded. '

11. - s the moment when I wrote paragraph 2 of my letter to the Court of
Wujﬁas, No, 364, dated 28th Jane last, I did not eall to iniad '

Now, howe ver,

e that, when
thie Vellore
me in what

; and which,

Government will
sserceive that, on the 21st May 1872, Mr. Kelsall, in his letter, No. 290, brought
officially to my notice the fact that house-rent was due by Mr. Froricks. I received

this letter on the 22ud May, and on the 24 t.\:3 idem I wrote my official lotter,
No. 260, to Mr. Frericks calling on him to pay \sup the rent imlnediate]y, i
warning him that, if he did not do so, a suit would be filed against him.
on the 29th idem, Mr. Frericks replied promising to pay very shortly, and, on the
3rd June 1872, I sent this communication on to Mr. Kelsall for such action as he
might deem necessary. On the 25th of the following month, Mr. Kelsall wrote to
me his oflicial lotter, No. 442, reporting that Mr. Frericks had still not paid bis

C

the existence of these
‘{;:jpers, I now forward herewith copies of them all, and the

To this,
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- 1, in . el
M_r. Fr.ericks for the: ?;c!::ze:;ﬁ c(:? lt:fztzl;;nl:o' l’zur flt ',:)nce to ﬁl.e a suit agains®
beftgp 1t came on for hearing, Mr. Kelsall A :Sult n accordingly filed, but,
set‘h‘e@ that, if a certain port i’on' -f elsall had an interview with Mr. Frericks, and
megwﬁfade T paymint & t(;] the amount d}m was paid in cash and arrange-
driwn.  He wrote to me demi.q) e rest af fixed intervals, the suit should be with-
to me a fair one, I replied 16 11111-Em01a11}r to this effecty and, as the proposal seemed
ment. This co,t'responden(:(la1 I1 i?ap x;fr thgt I_wwuld consent to the arrange-
BB i oo T Y1Pecied whs werely preparatory, 0 €8
however, no letter on the sul!;: :e o fo? ﬂ“e withdrawal of the suit. I received,
before the Commissio ject. On the 29th October, and a few days only
ward herewith his d : (')pe,']efl a!: Vellore, Mr, Kelsall with drew the suit. I for-
The Gy onineat Wﬂcleml-oﬁl‘cml nstruction to the Vakeel whom he had employed.
of the date on which hg e ey o not dated, but the Vakeel has informed me
time when Mr. Kol ,ﬁctmg s th?se instructions, he withdrew the suit. At the
me all his den;i-oﬂ‘ic;zl ]v:: 8 examined by the Comniission in Vellore, I had with
expressed sympath w'tz 7&1’8, e <.)nly on this subject, but also those in which he
been hardly dealt Zv't}i Mr. Frericks in his troubles, and his opinion that he had
o etitnt et Y ek o lffe pt these lettors until Mr. Kelsall had fimally quitted
thus occasion thereafter toy :fef :::13;2? ie:;"e: “‘3"‘;" i e
e  them estroy‘e( :‘,hem. I had no further com-
S it y on the sub_jec.t of Mr. Frericks’s house-rent with Mr. Kelsall
s ;8 ;Snu.ary, v.vhen I recfzxved Mr. Kelsall's official letter, No. 18, dfted
S Y % in which, r_eferrmg 130 what ha& occurred, he stated that he had
¢ suit against Mr. Frericks as directed by me, “but subsequen tly, having
first demi-officially obtained your permission I compromised the suit o[{jgjulm(}mg
terms.”’ , i sl [
| fa‘yojrr:;yﬁ): gx;s;? ngers as proving that I had no. improper bias whatever in
: vou r. Fre gck%,?}’hen the house-rent due by him was brought to my notice,
~and at theuve'ary time when I am supposed to have been most anxious to back up
5 and support Mr. Frerwka, I was prompt in ordering Iegalh‘:a"rgps B0 b Lakintas it
- recovery ; when Mr. Kelsall subsequently proposed to me an a ﬂ‘angement thaf i
~ considered suitable (and which, I need not remind the Government, is of the most
ordinary description, and of every day’s occurrence), I assented o it ; but the
matter thenceforward rested withs Mr. Kelsall. If Mr. Frericks failed t coifarm
to the terms of his agreement, I submit, it was Mr. Kelsall’s dui.:y to have at on\ie"
reported the fact to me, and resumed the legal steps I had previously sanctmneti'{‘;;_
That he did not do so can hardly be used as an argument w}'ly I\
r?‘ponsible for the loss in question. So entirely

This let : % -
e Rl 18 letter I received on the 29th Elry, and on the 30th July 1

so_readily.
should now be held personally
was I without desire to con ceal mf
last, I wrote to the Board of Revenue
ocgurred, and the Board of Revenue,
18th February, sanctioned payment 0

12. I respectfully beg thé Gove

action in the matter that, on the 22nd January
my letter No. 42, and reported all that had
in their Proceedings thereon, No. 996, dated
f the legal expenses which had been .incurre(?.
snment to consider whether, supposing & suit
were instituted against any servant by his master for the recovery of moneys on

~ the ground that such moneys had been lost through the servant’s wilful neglect of s
. ' “ {

\ .
Ny
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duty, being actuated thereto by private personal feelings, any Court would give &
decree against the defendan ; after he had pointed to documents, such as 1 have
now quoted, rebutting the plaintif’s assumption of his misconduct, because of 2
statement made to his prejudice by a third person, in his absence, and with regarc

" to which he had not been questioned. =

13. With these remarks I now leave the matter for the coﬁ'si:i*ére.:ti/;:léﬂ.h'd

final orders of Government. There has ‘been unavoidable delay in the preparation
of this letter, and, as the Proceedings of the Court of Wards have now been before

}

Government many days, I forward it direct to you, sending copy thereof by this

day’s post to the Court of Wards, and beg to be excused if, in doing so, I have
unwittingly transgressed any rule of official correspondence ; but I do not think
that I have, as I am now defendinig myself to Government on a personal matter.

o

No. 310-C. From the same officer, dated Chittoor, 4th October 187 3, No. 66.

IN continuation of my letter, No. 38, dated 25th July 1873, on the subject of
the advances made to, and the house-rent due by, Mr. A. J. Frericks, I beg to report
the following circumstances for the information of Government as being a case in
point, showing how advances are frequently made to persons really in an insolvent
condition for the execution of large works.

2. One Mr. Hawkins, formerly employed in the Public Works Department in
the Bellary District, came to reside about a year and-a-half back in Vellore, and a
house, the property of one of the late defaulting sub-division Abkéri contractors,
which was under attachment for arrears due to Government, and in charge of the
Sub-Collector, was rented to him. He paid no rent, however, with the exception
of Rs. 27 on one oceasion. No report of the non-payment of the rent was made to
me by the Sub-Collector.

3. Mr. Hawkins obtained some contracts for works to be executed for the
Vellore Municipality, and he is now engaged in the performance of a contraet to
the amount of Rs. 10,000 for the restoration of the iron railings in the Vellore
Central Jail, which was given him by the District Engineer, Captain Pennycuick.

4. On the 1st ultimo the Sub-Collector, in his letter, No. 754, brought to my
notice the fact that Mr. Hawkins now owes the sum of Rs. 192, arrears of rent of
the bpngalow he has been oécupying, and stated that Mr. Hawkins full y admitted
the dcbt, but pleaded his complete inability to pay the money. Mr, Sewell observed
that *.o peneved it would not be possible to recover any portion of the debt from
Mr Hawking’s property, and he did not, therefore, recommend that a suit should
be filed against him,

: 5. This appears to me to be a case bearing on that of Mr. Frericks so
forcibly and supporting so strongly my arguments in that matter that I think it
right to lay it before Government for consideraticn in connection with my letter
above quoted. Mr. Hawkins is certainly insolvent, but is said to have a Native
partner who assists him with money. This Mr. Frericks assured me he also had.

6. Mr. Hawkins has been given contracts to quite as large an amount as to
Mr. Frericks, but it cannot be argued, therefore, that the donor of the contract was
actuated by any personal or improper motive, even though Mr. Hawkins is so

impecunious as not to be able to pay his Liouse-rent. :
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