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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Depariment,
27th Octuber 1873.

Detasled Statement showing the loans due by the late Zemindar to the Chuttrum funds.—

(Concluded.)
Particulars. o Amount.
L .
. BS. Ao P
Interes}. due on the loans up to June 1869 at 6 per cent.
(after deducting the interest on the payments made)... 3,279 9 0
. . 3,279 9 0
Totals as per the Statements given bo Me. Blias - ¢ o b diins 2
R 19,770 11 1
urther interest on the principal Rupees 16.491.9-
up to February 1873 ...p 1“'1pr“ u.rfcs... ) 1 21 ......
1,649 1 9
Toltgal as entered in the Collector’s letter embodied in the ‘
oard’s Prmeedxngs, dated 16th July 1873, No. 1,299,
21,419 12 10
Subsequent debts contracted by the late Zemindar from e |
T uttrum fund as explained in Mr. Lee-Warner's letter
o 0. 162, dated 21st L s S A e 2900 65 1
nﬁ‘}estlfor the same from the 19th February 1873 to 31st
v 1873, at 6 per cent. .., .. . .. B 78 411
Total... 2,978 10 0
Grand Total.., O P 24,398 6 10
e e *
(Signed) J. A. BOYLE,

Acting Special Assistant Collector.
(True Copy.)

(Signed) W. McQUHAE,

Collector.

From w. McQUHAE, Esq., Collector “of Madura, to I. E. STOKES, Esq., Acting Secretary to
the Court of Wards, dated 26th August 1873, No. 19.

I mave the honour to submit the report* made by Mr. Lee-Warner with reforence to para-
graph 7 of the Proceedings of the Court of

: Wards, dated 4th April 1873, No. 529, regard-
'0g money owed by the late Zemindar of Ramnad to the Devastanam funds. The total amount
18 Rupees 9,044-11-0, and this should be dealt with in the same way as the debt to the Chuttrum
funds reported on in my letter, dated 26th instant, No. 18.

* Copy dated 21st July 1873, No. 162,

Exncrosurr No. 1.

From J. LEE-WARNER, Esq., Special Assistant Collector, Ramnad, to W, McQUHAE, Esq.,
Collector and Agent to the Court of Wards, dated Madura, 21st July 1873, No. 162.

I mave the honour to submit the report called for in paragraph 7 of the Order, in the Proceed-
ings of the Court of Wards, No. 529, dated 4th April 1873. The late Zemindar seems to have
regarded the funds of both institutions as convenient banking officers on which to draw when he
Wwas pressed for money. The Cashiers being his own servants, and drawing a portion of their

- salaries from other departments, did not dispute the drafts, which were also so skilfully prepared
a8 in great measure to hide the real baseness of the transaction.
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- * Thie iz not correct, and it ought to be Rupees 21,419. Rupees 16,491-2-1.¢

o S .'
“ ‘“>ndants, ~4d feeding chavges of elephants, horses, ste., taken in May of last year, to mept the
S o of Ceylon in proper state at Devipatam, and improperly charged us the ** proportional

‘nam’s funds had been very low for many years, and the feeding charges of these expe
i F

With an elephant. The order to Devastanam to pay 1,800 Rupees is date

’ ; e
Proceedings of the Madras (Fovernment, Revenue Department,
27th Oftober 1873.

5 2. It seems by your letter No, 346. dated 22nd February 1873, that debt No. 11 in

Mr. Bliss’ report has been redaced to the sum

To thiz must now be
added.:ﬂ(l) Rupees 637-6-5 being batta of

12.19,

share?’ of these funds ; (2) a similar sum of Rupees 632-14-8 being the *“.proportional amount of
expense’’ incurred in the first trip to Madura in October ; (8) an unadjusted item of 1,600 Rupees
entered in the Chuttrum Chittah of the 19th February of this year which probably refers to the
expensest{ the second Madura trip, though this
bas not been stated ; making the whole present
debt Rupees 19,391-7-21 without any account of interest. I have said nothing of the recovery
of any part of the cost of the enormous establishment appointed to supervise the institution,
as they may assert, that it was all required to do the work ; and I don’t know if any or what
degree of megligence in this respect would constitute a ground for recovering from ths late
Zemindar's heirs. :

3. With regard to the Devastanams, the Sheristadar Moottoo Kumaru Pillai has submitted
an Account shewing a balance of Rupees 9,044-11-0 due to the institution from the late Zemin.
dar. The first item, as in the Chuttrums, is composed of expense of batta, feeding charges of
horses, etc., incurred by late Zemindar in two trips, the first taken for his own delectation to
Tiroopalany ; the second to Madura on account of the suit. The second item is the money value
of fowls and cattle presented to the Temple of Nynarcovil at the annual feast in V yasi by the
Pilgrims which were conveyed to the palace at Ramnad, no adjustment of their price having
yet taken place botween the Palace and the Pagoda.. Thiz item includes the small amount enternd
last but one in my list of debts accompanying letter, No. 151, dated 14th J aly 1873. The fourth
item is a most scandalous misapplication of trust money, extending over a period of time from
February 1865 to December 1870. It appears that the Zemindar took fipon himself to supply
the cloths annually used in all the Pagodas to wrap the idols, ete., receiving from the Pagoda
funds the necessary advances to make the purchases in Ramnad. Unfortunately he forgot either
to return the money or to send the cloths. The Sheristadar states that he wrote from time to
time no less than swenty-éight yadasts on the subject, always receiving the same reply from the Head
Clerk, Iyacannoo Pillay to credit the amount to *“the purchase of elephants.” The third item
is the Devastanam share of remitting 500£ to Messrs Gregory, reported on in my letter No. 80
dated 14th May 1873, and also entered in my list of debts abovementioned. The fifth item i;
a misapplication of the funds of various Pagodas to petty payments of a personal and private
nature, ordered to be properly charged in the General Devastanam Accounts by the late Zemindgr
himself in 1871. The payments commence in J uly 1868, and extend over a period of time up to
September of 1871. There may be many similar items scattered here and there in the Varioug
Accounts, which are keptin each Pagoda, but these are the only sums for which the Devastanap

% It ought 'to be Bupees 24,320-1.4,

“ouvii#tadar urges immediate payment.

4. Before closing my report, T must mention in detail what has occurred about the purchage of

elep! ~atg for the use of the Pagodas, as no story could be more instruetive to show how the fandg

. wereregarded by the late Zemindar. In November and December of 1865 two elephants and three
bullocks belonging to the Zemindar were made over to the Devastanams, as they were becomip

very feeble from excessive age, and the Devastanam Sheristadar was ordered to pay to ManOVertE

the sum of Rupees 5,185, as their price. The money was not paid immediately, as the Demst:

nsiyve animalg
ed on the 3rd
abul Tradera
. € Bame timg .
hitherto Unsupplieq
d 13th April 1870,

:.‘”luddenly thrown upon them was not likely to help them. One of these clephants di
- December 1869, and was immediately replaced by another purchased from some ¢
for 800 Rupees. Thg same traders were also able to effect another bargain at th

for a new elephant costing 1,000 Rupees was sent to one of the Pagodas,

%
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Proceedings of the Madras Gover, ment, Revenue Department,
27th October ‘873.

It is not known exactly what the Zemindar gained by thig saction,tran but it is rumoured that
while the Devastanam’s gained two elephants, and the Cabullies 1,800 Rupees, a new horse, and
a Palanquin found their way to the palace. On the 20th June 1871 the Devastanam Chittah is
charged with 1,000 Rur ces, on account 6f. the purchase of an elephant, and therngre two orde;s
by the late Zemindar, dated January 31st and March 25th of 1872 azain demandiMthe bala¥

due on! account of elephants being Rupees 5,985, deducting the 1,000 Rupees alroas 28 ou.-
Only 1,631 Rupees were .paid in obedience to these orders, as there were no more funds avaitable.
But iw’ July the late Zemindar found it necesgary to exchange the fine old elephant at Tiroopalany
(the remaining one of those given over to the institution in 1865, when it was valued at Rupees
2,500) for a small elephant, which cannot have cost much more than 400 Rupees. There is on
record in the Devastanam registers, how much the traders gave for the exchange ; for the
Zemindar treated the matter as his own entirely. At any rate no money found its way to the
Devastanam Chittah. As if tocomplete the catastrophe, the new elephant died almost immediately
afterwards. According to the Zemindar's order of 1872 therefore he ought to receive Rupees
4,344, the balance of money advanced by him for the purchase of the two new elephants and
the delivery of two old ones ; but the Sheristadar tells us that the elephants were always
kept at the place, and treated as the private property of the Zemindar, who only lent them
out to add splendour to the principal Car festivals, when he himself could be prcse.nt. It woul_q_‘
not be using violent language to say, that the whole transaction between the Zemindar and tlfe
fands and the elephants has been a swindle from 1865 to 1872, when the elephants, or the.“'
representatives, both died. It is the price of these elephants which has always been thrown in

the teeth of the Sheristadar when he applied for a refund of the value of the” pilgrims gifts to |

Nynarcovil temple taken to the palace. At by - an

' 9. T have only further to add, that a sum of 5000 Rupees was charged to _the .uan );taf
order of 2ud November 1869, being the Zemindar’s donation to the Madura Lymf-'l;.nzz)nad’
and a stil] larger sum of Rupees 11,797 being cost of b‘lndi“z_ a new Pagodadou s; ne:i R da;
and in no way attached'to the Devastanams, both orders being w.ntten fhe i) a{’d d these two
being the time of Mr. Bliss' arrival on the estate. The Sheristadar has not include

items in his list,

(True Copy-) : UHAE
Ggned) o T MR Collector.

Excrosore 1 in No. 1. e
: ) amnaQ.
Btatement showing the debts due to Devastanam from the late Zemindar of

: Remarks.
Number. The purpose for which the debt was incurred. Amount.

RS, A. P

1 | Devastanam money taken for payment of batta and G
OthEr @Xpenses: . 4o vas o ews o vee EeE vt

< The price p:f cattle belonging to Nynarcovil Pagoda R
taken by the Zemindar ... ... AR conduct

3 | Sums advanced frem Devastanam funds for the i

4

5

of the Rameswaram appeal in England ... ... ...
Money taken for the purchase of silk and other cloths vl
for Devastanam... .. . Ray e =

Devastanam money used for Ain expenses ... 1,130 4

P
—————e

Total... 9:044 11 0

% , izned J. LEE-WARNER,
Mapuga, S Special Assistant Collector.

26th August 1873. (Signed)  W. McQUHAE, Collector,

-Na. 280,

Proceed 283 of the Madrfs Governmenl, Revenue Department,
» 27tH October 1873, :

A e s st e s e
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TH.E Court OW ards resolve to subnfit the reports of Messrs. Lee-Warner and Boyle to Govern-
ment with the re€ommendation that e opinion of the Law Officers be again requested as to
whether the debts therein referred to are or are not to be held chargeable to the estate.

2. In Mr. Bliss’ report, dated 3rd March 1870, a sum of Rupees 42,549-11-0 is entered ag
due tv<.) the. (.)huttrum funds by the late Zemindar. ]{Ix’. Blies could not ascertain the special uses
to which this sum had been put. The Law Officers to whom the list of creditors was submitted,

¥, d:iﬂ:d that this item representing a breach of trust could be no charge against the estate.

» 3. The Collector reported on the 4th March 1873, an item of Rupees 21,419-12-10 among
the debts of the late Zemindar ; and Government asked the opinion of thejr Law Officers on the
correctness of the classification of the debts. That opinion did not diseuss those items which had
been reported on in the previous reference on Mr. Bliss’ report.

4. The Collector requested leave to write off the amount due under the head of debt to
Chuttrums, but the Court required further information which is before them now in the letters
ahove printed.

5. Mr. Lee-Warner reports that a sum of Rupees 9,044-11-0 is due to Devastanam funds,
Of this amount Rupees 2,750-1-2 represents costs incurred in England in prosecuting the appeal
in the Rameswaram case and may have been wholly or in part fairly chargeable. The remainder
Rupees 6,204-9-10 has been from time to time misappropriated, diverted to the Zemindar'g
private use, and the transaction completed by false entries in the accounts. Mr. Bayle reports
that a balance of Rupees 24,398-6-10 is due to the Chuttrum funds. All receipts on account of
Chuttrum funds were paid into the Zemindar’s treasury and used for the general purposes of the
estate including the payment of peshcush : thus a running account was kept, a balance was struck
from time to time and the deficit is not very large considering the magnitude of the transactions.
Of course but for a radically wrong method of carrying on business no balance could ever have
existed. il
7. The Court feel that the Estate is morally liable for both these debts to a much greate

7.
degree than it is for loans contracted by the late Zemindar from private individuals, and therefore

desire a further reference to the Law Officers.

8. The Zemindar in virtue of his position was vested with the charge of these choultrieg and
Devastanams. He received their revenues, and provided for their expenses, and freely borrowed
from their funds to meet his own necessities. The institutions were managed by his own servantg,
their fands were kept in his Treasury and he had complete control over those funds. Privats
individuals who made loans to him did so at their own pleasure on their own terms, receiving
consideration for the risk they ran. The Chuttrum and Devastanam establishments could not
refuse and could take no security for re-payment.

9. The Zemindar exercised this complete control over the institutions solely in virtue of hig
position as Zemindar. It is urged that although tenure of the estate conferred the power to
divert these funds from their proper uses, the estate cannot be held liable to re-place the sumg

misappropriated.

e

OrpEr THEREON, 27th October 1873, No. 1,190.

| ORDERED _accordingly that these
papers be referred to the law-officerg for
their opinion as desired by the Board of
Revenue.

(True Extract.)

(Signed)

Miscellaneous.

R. A, DALYELL,

Acting Secretary to Governmens.
To the Government Solicitor.

- ,, the Government Pleader.

»» the Court of Wards.

Exd, F. R, Bantleman. : :

e
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