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at consiferable expense seeds of French honeysuckle (Hedysarum coranarium)
and the Carob tree (Cerafonia Siliqua). The experiments with, these: were not
encouraging, bat failures are not always without useful lessons, §The Qommittee
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the plant and. in distributing them all oWr British India and Barmah. Consequent
on the att'entxon directed to the subject by the Society, the Government have, from
time !:o time, employed fhe services of their Quinologist in making analyses of
expertmental crops, and alarge amount of useful information on the tobacco culture

has thus been accumulat‘g’d. .
11. The Commit’ce i.ave also been directing their attention to fibre-yielding
t)lllants and the bgst zpe‘tns of -:extracm'ng and cleaning fibre. At their suggestion,
e New Zealand flax p}g.gﬁ (Phormium tenar) was distributed from the Ootaca-
mund gardens to various other hill-ranges, and special inquiries were made
!)'y Government regarding Dr. Purchas’s cleaning machines, now extensively used
| in New Zealand. They were also the first to procure and distribute over Madras,
P eop Mysore, and' Coorg, the Rhea plant, and they have raised and sent out many-plants
of the Manilla plantain and a large quantity of Sanseviera or bow-string hemp to
| the Bombay Government. At the same time, they have sent successive parcels of
irsesocdz o - glimatisation Society of New South Wales and to the Mauritius,,

- where atteuip.s are e
" that have resulted it
2 ~ the true Sumach plant were also prove. .
- ;;‘?}"‘—" * attempt was made to introduce the valuable Esparto grass. During the pastpfive
: years, the Society has also, on various occasions, been consulted by the Board of
Revenue and Government on points connected with horticulture, and has afforded
information regarding silkworms and silk-culture.

12. The Committee desire to bring prominently to notice that their plans
and arrangements have been invariably based upon what appears to them only afair
and reasonable eonclusion, namely, the permanent continuance of the grant; and
that its discontinnance will so materially interfere with these arrangements, both
pecuniary and otherwise, as to entail serious inconvenience.

i 13. With reference to 2nd paragraph of the letter under reply, the Committee
- Deg to observe that not only in some cases are the European residents of the parti-
" cular station, which is the head-quarters of the Society, benefited by the improved
%m&:mwamﬁ sapplies-of Howers, froits, and vegetables, but that the chief benefits
" in these particulars flow towards the natives, and that the natives are particularly
* interested in the well being of this institution ; and the Committee are of opinion
' ' itutions to which the intelligent natives would more readily,

- that there are few insti
as the chief tax-payers, contribute. Moreover, it is the medium of drawing natives

and Europeans together on common ground in a kindred pursuit, and, thevefore, in
a political aspect, is well worth the continued and increased support of the
LS -
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14. TIn conclusion, the Committee cannot do better than adopt the. last para-
graph of Dr. Bidie’s able sketch of the origin, history, and present ste cus of the
Society, which was printed, for circulation among the Members, in 1849.

15. It 's the only body at tne Presidency which the G)vsrnment can
consult and .pek assisiance from ia introducing new plants or mproving those
‘ndigenous to ¢k~ couni - suecd advice and aid are often e<ted and always
co~dially #iven.” It is the only botanic.' garden on the plains of Southern India,
and is, therefore, the sole sourcc Zrom wb.ch other tropical countries can get useful
plants belonging to the Peninsula, and bkotanists procure specimens for information
regarding the indigenous flora. From its infancy, it 1'as constantly been engaged
in experiments having for their purpose the improvement of agrieulture and
horticulture. It has introduced and distributed great numbers of new and useful
plants likely to extend and improve the commercial res surces of the country. It
has added and improved the food-supplies of the pr- £roc. ver' g3 ways, and, for
some years, it has been trying to get for the ry. 'y totl| forage plants than our
pastures produce, to enable him to improve the b..:hef .attle and feed them in
dry seasons when ordinary supplies fail ; such have been, and such are still, the
objects of the Society, and it may be said briefly that its capabilities for doing good
in the field it has so long occupied are only limited by the amount of its income.
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~ “ResoLvep that the forecoing lefter. |
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2 o . wia, with the strong

recom tendution of this Government that the a.... 1t to the Society be

comtinued, as there is no reason to doubt that, for-the last thirty-nine years, the

Agri-Horticultural Society of Madras have made persiste t efforts towards the
e& tural and commercial resources « _‘f‘ﬁkl@isPresid’ency.

development of the agri
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s (Signed)  R. A, DALYELL,
' Acting Secretary to Government.
*

T .
s

To the Honorary Secretary, Agri-Horticultural Society, Madras.

N TR

Exd. F. R. Bantleman. \ PPy &
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No, 253, |

To
‘ Tar SECRETARY 1o trE GOVERNMENT cr INDIA,

= DEePARTMENT oF AGRICULTURE,

b

RevENUE, AND COMMERCE.

St ,—In reply to your letter, dated .
15th Mey 1873, No: 157, I am directed ¢
by His Excellency the Governor in
Council to submit, for the consideration of His Excellency *he Viceroy and
‘Governor-General in Council, the accompanyins: ’roceedin-s of this Government,
embodying a report from the Honorary Secrets 'y to tl e Madras Agri-Horticultural
Society containing the information called for bw “ha G~ vernment of India.

2. As regards the benefits which the efforts of the Society have conferred
upon the public at large, I am also to request a reference to the printed sketch
which accompanies the Honorary Sacretary’s report. It will be perceived that
they have included the experimental introduction of plants yielding products useful
in the Arts and Commerce, the general improvement of the Agriculture of the
Presidency by endeavours to naturalize new forage plants and to give assistance
towards the improved cultivation of cotton, indigo, Carolina rice, tobaceo, ete.,
etc., as well as numerous services to botanical science.

3. ITam to request attention to the fact that the general grant for * Donationg
to Scientific Societies” to this Presidency, which includes this grant-in-aid to the
Agri-Horticultural Society, is considerably lower in amount than the similar grants
; to the Presidencies of Bengal* and Bom- .
> Bengal oS T 20?’?.78 bay, and to add the strong recommen- |
Bombay ... .. .. .. .. .. 22700 dation of this Government that the
Madeaepo st vt iagy . . 95900 present State assistance whichis essential
to the well-being of the Society be continued.
4. The Governor in Council considers this long enjoyed allowance of £300
per annum a very moderate subsidy for the objects which the Society sub-
serves, and would view with regret its extinction which is inevitable if the grang
be discontinued. Considering the revenue and population of the Presidency, the
Governor in Council trusts this small contribution in aid of Botanical and Horti.
cultural Science will not he withdrawn,

I have the honour to be,
Sir, 2
Your most obedient servant,

(Signed) R. A, DALYELL,
Acting Secretary to Government,

Miscellaneous.
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Exd, W, H. French,
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