


Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Department,
22nd October 1873.

Excrosure No. 1.

From A. RAMACHENDER ROW, Deputy Collector, to J. HOPE, Esq., Acting Collector of
Kurnool, dated Nandial, 5th June 1873, No. 66.

ApveErTING to your endorsement, No. 127, dated the 27th ultimo, at the foot of Board’s
Proceedings, Miscellaneous No. 3,125, dated the 21st idem, communicating the Proceedings of
Government in the Irrigation Department, No. 1,218, dated 29th April last, with the Order of
Government thereon in the Revenue Department, No. 87, dated the 1+th ultimo, I have the
honour to submit the following report. .

2. In the Proceedings above quoted the Government review the remarks of the Chief
Engineer for Irrigation on a letter addressed to him by the Company’s Chief Engineer, No. 13,
dated the 19th March last, in which the difficulties and delays in the acquisition of lands for
reticulation channels are adverted to, and the Government solicited to adopt measures for remov-
ing them. :

3. The Government inquire whether arrangements cannot be made for facilitating the
construction of ficld-channels by obtaining the concurrence of the villagers to their channels
being executed as soou as they have been laid out and in anticipation of the regular acqaisition of
the land, the claims to compensation being adjusted as soon €% possible.

4. 1In order to the clear exposition of the difficulties in the execution of these channels it is
necessary for me to enter into some details as to the different kinds of the channels and of the
feelings of the ryots in regard to each of them, for it is not simply the want of assurance of
eventual payment of compensation by Government for lands taken up for these channels that
operates against their speedy execution but considerations of greater importance influence their
excavation, viz., the liabilities of the ryots to be charged with water-rates by the Company on the
alleged ground that the water was taken for ordinary irrigation or floodings, in some cases surrep-
titiously, while in reality some of the ryots are unwilling to take the canal water either from
stubbornness or prejudices, which time alone could eradicate, while others do not take them from
sheer want of capital to raise a wet crop.

5. In his letter published in the Government Order under reference the Company’s Chief
Engineer has given the details as regards the plans and schedules sent by him to this office for
reticulation channels in ten villages up to the date of his letter. Further plans for similar chan-
nels in seven villages have since been received. 1f the principle in regard to one set of plans is
explained the same will hold good for the remainder. It will be seen from the table given by the
Chief Engineer that the channels are classified into those of five-links, ten-links, and minor chan-

;@ L:'inks. ;,g Lgnks. nels. The width of the last-named class vary,
55} 0. {018 . .
80 do: as shown in the margin.

6. The ryots raise no objection to the excavation of the channels of the two last-named
classes, inasmuch as they pass through portions of the village and affect them only as a body
and do not interfere with their individual interests. They object, however, to the five-link
channels being made, as their excavation in their fields in all possible directions compels them
to take water for their fields either for floodings or ordinary irrigation irrespective of their
feelings or means, and where, as in some cases, they persistently refuse to take any water,
uotwithstanding its close proximity, a claim for flooding-rate or water-rate is very often set up by
the Company’s Overseers alleging that the leakage from the channel had the effect of rendering
the dry crops more luxuriant and abundant, or that the coarse paddy (Mullavari or Elladapuvari),
which for years had been raised by the falling rains, had been benefitted by it. The ryots ask,
"}’b’hy don’t you'leave us to ourselves and give us water when we want ? Let the water be led
thrOI{gh- our village, and whenever we want it we will ask you to cut the field-channels, or, if
permitted, will cut them ourselves, and we will not ask you for any compensation for the land
thus ta.kex{ up.” ‘ These field-channels refer to the five-link channels. The excavation of these
channels, in anticipation of sanction, is productive of much confusion and trouble in the settlement
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of claims of water-rates at the close of each year, and it was after a careful and patient discus-

sion with the ryots and an inspection of the

channels experimentally * made at Karimaddula

that I communicated this opinion to the Campany’s Chief Engineer, and the matter has pnot been

t From Chief Enginesr, No. 32, dated 14th April 1873, :S yob ﬁl{a“y scitled by t.hat get.ltleman. He

i as promisedt to communicate with you on the
subject.

* To Chief Engineer, No. 46, dated 7th April 1873.

7. The novelty of the reticulation system, the dread on the part of the ryots of being
rendered liable to water-rates, and their unwillingness in other instances to raise a wet crop,
rendered my personal inspection of the village (Karimaddula), where these channels were excavated
experimentally, a necessary preliminary step before a general permission could be awarded to
the Company’s officers for carrying out the work in the other villages. This view has been
approved of by the Chief Engineer himself,
[le observes} thus : *‘ I suggest that one village
be tried before the breadth of land taken up is increased, after seeing which you will be well
able to judge whether more be needed.” This inspection was deferred to the 27th March Jast
owing to my being emgaged in the jummahbundy of the Nandial and Sirwell Talugs and in the
saperintendence of the sanitary arrangements at the annual festivals at Mahanandy and Ahobg.
lam. Besides this there was a long correspondence between myself and the Chief Engineer aboug
the course that the reticulation channels should take with reference to the field boundaries, It
was ab first suggested that the field-stones be removed and placed at a certain fixed distance from
the channel. To this, however, I objected on the ground that the accounts of the areas, as
recorded by the Revenue Settlement Department, would have to be altered and a great confusion

introduced in the entire system of accounts. Furthermore, the five and the ten-link channels
were found on actual inspection in the experi-

mental village§ to occupy a greater breadsh of
land than shown in the plans. This has been represented to the Chief Engineer with some
suggestions, and his final decision #has been
again solicited. I beg to emftlose copy of this
portion of the correspondence as it will show
some of the difficulties in settling this subject satisfactorily to all parties.

8. The foregoing will explain how the delay so much complained| of by the Chief Engineer
has transpired. In paragraph 3 he observes
thus : *“In fact, it is now evident that no ryot
of ordinary understanding will apply for water until a channel has been made to his field, and if
he have a channel he is very likely to irrigate.”” I have shown in the preceding paragraphs tha
such, however, is not the feeling of the ryot ; on the contrary, it is this very kind of ch nuel that
he is averse to consent to until he makes up his mind to take the water. The villagers of
Karimaddula loudly objected to it, and did not yield until I personally explained to them the views
of the Company.

9. As for the work to be given to the bankers alluded to by the Chief Engineer there is

Paragraph 6. ample field for them. In the months noted in
July and August 1872 the margin I submitted the applications of &
twelve villages for new chanunels, and all these have been in time for the work being executed
before the close of this dry weather and the commencement of the cultivation season. I have
alluded to this subject verbally to the Chief Engineer when we were engaged in the setilement of
the water-rates at Nandikotkur last month. ”

T From Chief Engineer, No. —, dated 25th February 1873.

§ Karimaddula.

1. To ChiefsEngineer, No. 46, dated 7th April 1873.
2. From " ” 32, 14vh ", 1) )
8 T 55 , 68, 4, 3rd instant.

|| Paragraph 1,

10. It will be observed from the latter portion of my letter, No. 65, of the 3rd instant (copy
of which forms part of the enclosures), that I have granted the required permission to excavate the
non-objectionable channels (ten-link and minor channels), in anticipation of formal sanction, on
the spirit of the instructions conveyed in your docket, No, 820, dated 8th April last. But where
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the reconsideration of the matter by the Chief Engineer. :
: (True Copy.)’ e :
' (Signed)  J.HOPE,
~Acting Collector.
5 Excrosuse No, 2. "
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{True Copy.)

(Signed)  J. HOPE, _
e Acting Collector
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» Excrosure No. 3.
From J. H. LATHAM, Esq , Chief i
Company, to J. HOPE,
1873, No. 39,

he Madrags Irrigation and Cana}

nool, dated Pagad]ela, 5th

July
Reticulation.
Your No. 658 of 3rd instant,
I have the honour to inform you, in reply to your letter, that it wil) TOW ocoupy my staff fully
to construct, in time to be of any use this season,

(1.) The complete reticulation of Kar;
(2.) The channels of ten-link b
commanding points from which the 1a
meaning by five-link field-ch

made aftep application. In
can but be satisfied op behalg of
todo all that I Possess the means to do,

» L still believe that thousands of 2CTes more would by
When the mass of leading mey, iy this Countyy,
as it were, the show of hands taken by the Presid:
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