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“In the Settlement now proposed, it is not necessary to retain the three different heads of
Nunjai, Punjai, and Bagayat or garden. There being no river or tank irrigation in these villages,
the lands should be divided only between the two heads of “Manavari” and ““well irrigated;” culti-
vation under wells, of whatever description it may be, is to be comprised under the latter head and the

' rest under “Manavari.”’ These two heads should,
y C;;‘;:,‘j‘,;?ge,fmmnd"m’ dated 14th August 1866, No 787, - with poference to the recent orders* of the Board,
: ~ be respectively designated dry and wet. It is,
however, to be remembered that the rate of assessment ignot to vary with® reference to thes
diﬂ'etentﬁfignations . all wells in the Kadarambham tracts under consideration being essentially
private, rigation under them does not constitute a ground for increased charge, and the assess-
ment to be now fixed should be sfich, therefore, as would be proper for the land if it enjoyed no
such irrigation. It is in view of this principle, that I have stated above, that there need be but
one average rate of assessment for each village.”

¢« The tope tax will of course b dealt with as a separate item under the head Miscellaneous
The amount of tax calculated on the present number of fruit bearing trees comprized in each
holding, must be added to the Beriz on that holding. It will remain unaltered in like manner with
the land assessment. It is to be recollected, however, that it is only those trees which stand on
unassessed land that are liable to a tax, and to be taken into account in forming the proposed
settlement.”

8. A Scttlement for each village on this plan has been accordingly worked out by Strinevasa
Row, a copy of whose report accompanies. 4

9. TIn reviewing the comparative results of the present and proposed Settlements, it is
necessary to exclude a small hamlet* which,
though included in the proposal of a ** Kattu-

guttagei” lease sanctioned in 1858, has, owing to its being a river-irrigated tract with nothing in

% Madapparam, Nogepatam Telug.

ordinsry Ryotwary village. The villages then to be now dealt with are forty-nine, of which the ~L s
entire area is 1,44,120 acres, and the extent of land on which the existing Settlement is based 43,666 i
acres.  OF this last mentioned extent, 576 acres having been rendered unfit for cultivation by
sand drifts and spread of sea water, have been excluded, while 6,104 acres brought under
culture subsequent to the introduction of the present Kattuguttagei lease, plus a further extent of
9,005 acres out of waste found to be cultivable, have been taken in, thus making a total of 53,199
acres as the entire area of the proposed settlement.

10. In six villages, there are small portions of land irrigated by river channels and tanks;
to these have been added such other lands as might possibly be in future brought under such irri-
gation, and for the aggregate irrigable’ ayacut thus formed in each case, the wet rate of the
adjoining irrigated village, with such reduction as seemed proper in view of the assessment on
the entire arca being always payable without any remission for short cultivation or loss of produce,
was applied.  For four out of these six villages, the rate of charge adopted is three-fourths of the
full wet rate of the adjoining village ; for the remaining two, in which the extent of waste thrown
in is large, and of the class of immemorial waste which it would require much time as well as
capital to reclaim, much lower rates have been adopted. The total wet ayacut in the six villages
thus fixed is 1,662 acres, and the assessment thereon Rupees3,153-8-6, as shown in the Statement No.
1, herewith submitted. It is here to be observed, that the irrigation in these cases is very different
from what it is in the delta of the Cavery ; the lands are situated at the tails of channels, them-
selves dependant on a precarious supply, consisting chiefly of the drainage of the villages higher
up, and destitute of alluvial matter, the chief element of fertility.

11. Theremaining cultivable area in all the foxzﬁy-ninevillages 856, 537 acres, of which 56:178
are dependant on falling rains, and only 359 have the aid of private wells. For the whole of this
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the Kattuguttagei villages, in the Tritrapundy Taluq ; but the returns called for from the Negapatam
- Tahsildar, to enable me to examine the Kattuguttagei villages of the Negapatam Talug, not hav-
ing been furnished till March 1869, I reported in my Yadast of the 3rd April 1869, that it
was not practicable to complete the Settlement in that Fasli (1278) ; and the introduction of the
Settlement was postponed in Fasli 1278, with reference to your vernacular Memorandum of 16th

April 1869 A5 .
3. The number of the Kattuguttagei villages in the Tritrapundy Taluq is thirty-nine.
M. Suriamurti Pillai, the vlat:y Tahsildar of the Tritrapundy Taluq, thoroughly examined every
one of the Kabtugnitagei villages, in the latter part of 1867, and in the month of January,
February and March 1868, I personally examined all the villgges, after they had been once
examined by the late Tahsildar, with the exception of four villages, viz., Pushpavanum, Periagut-
tagai, Vallappallam and Kovilpattn, and ascertained the actual cultivable area, as well as the
capability of each village, In some villages, the Merassidars brought to my notice, the fact of
certain lands, included in the Jammabandi, having become anfit for cultivation, owing to the
inroads of sand, and sea-water. Such tracts, I inspected in person, and classed them as Nalayak
‘or unfit for cultivation.
4. The number of Kattuguttagei villages, in the Negapatam Talugq, is ten. The Tahsildar
- of Negapatam examined all these villages carefully in 1868 and 1869, and ascertained the actual
cultivable area of each village, and furnished me with the detailwar accounts for each village. In
October last, I carefully examined seven of these ten villages, in the Negapatam Talug, and
ascertained the condition of each of those ten villages.

5. It will be observed from the accompanying Villagewar Statement, that in three of the
thirty-nine Kattuguttagei villages, in the Tritrapundy Talug, viz., Settipulam, Kariyapatam, and
Tagattur, there are river-irrigated lands, the particulars and the mode of settlement of which I

 beg to detail hereunder :— : ‘
1st. Settipulam.—In this village, there are 47 Valies, 16 Maws of cultivable wet land
dependant upon the Rajan Vaykal, which branches from the Adappar. In Fasli 1267, only 2
Valies 11 Maws were cultivated, and included in the Jammabandi of that fasli as river-irrigated
land; 6 Valies, 15 Maws have since been brought under cultivation, making the present extent of
Jand, under cultivation, 9 Valies 6 Maws. The remaining cultivable area, under this channel, is
38 Valies 10 Maws which is immemorial waste. Capital and labour, as vell as time are required
9 ~ to bring this extent of land under cultivation. The wet rate of the adjoining village of Vadamalai
s Rapees 17-12-0 per valey ; for which remissions, as a matter of course, have been annually granted

H for waste, shavi, etc. I have, therefore, fixed § of the Vadamalai rate for the 9 Valies, 6 Maws _

Kariyapatam.—In this village the area of cultivable wet land, dependant on the Mulliyar
s, 14 Maws, 8 Grounds, of which 29 Valies, 5 Maws were included in the Jamabandi of
hﬂ mg,w nley being Rupees 20-10-11, 17 Valies, 1 Maw, 62 Grounds of land, have
“9“8“‘ ﬁetcnlhmtwn, waking the total area, now under cultivation, 46 Valies, 6
¢ remaining cultivable area being only 2 Valies, 7 Maws, 46 Grounds.
5 "g-'ﬂﬂagdéjqf_&riyapm,n, I have fixed per Valey Rupees 13-5-0, being
. ﬂmm!;ol; 48 Valies, 14 Maws, 8 Grounds, asit is probable that the
+ g Valies, 7 Mavs, 46 Grounds, will be broaght under cultiva-

R0 river-irrigated laud in this village in Fasli 1267. But it has

tb‘tf{-. ':,;Ll 10 V“‘” of Manavari land, have been irrigated

i e - e
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by the Mulliyar for the last ten years. The Merassidars requested that they might be allowed to
cultivate under river-irrigation 10 Valies more. This village is situated at the tail of the Mulliyar,
vand the irrigation of about 20 Valies of land in this village, does in no way interfere with the
irrigation of other villages at the head of the river. The Merassidars appropriate to their lands, a
portion of the water which empties itself into the sea, through the Manankondanar. I have there-
fore, incladed in the Settlement 20 Valies of Manavari land as river-irrigated ; charging a valey
with Rupees 17-14-6, it being the #ths of the rate of the adjoining village of Manakad. The
total assessment of 20 Valies of land at Ruapees 17-14 .6 is Rapees 858-2-0, which is shown info
the assessment of the Manavari lands of the village Rupees 1,767-2-2, making the total Beriz
of the village Rupees 2,125-4-2.

6. In three of the ten Kattu&xttagei villag‘_és of the Negapatam Talug, there are river and
tank-irrigated lands, viz., Vadakkupoyyur, Pr‘afaparagnapuram, and Tiruppundi.

1st.  Vadakkupoyyur.—In Fasli 1267 there was no river-irrigation in this village. In Fasli
1268, 43 Valies of land were granted on Darkhast for wet cultivation at 18-6-6, per valey, the
source of irrigation being the Mangalamalighiyanar and Kudara Sevughenar branches of
Kaduvanar which branches off from the Vettar. In Faslies 1275 and 1276 about 11 Valies of
latd were relinquished by the Merassidars, the net area, now in the holdings of the Merassidars,

being V. 32, M. 7, G. 18 ; for which the practice of granting annual remissions for waste, shavi or

the like obtains. Ihave brought this irrigated area with the comsent of the Merassidars concerned,
under the present Settlement, charging Rupees 13-12-10, or iths of the present rate per valey, as
a set off against remissions. v

2nd. Pra,tapan‘amaptqmm.-—'l‘here is a tank in this village, under which V' 5, M 5, G 33, are
cultivated. This area is included in the Jammabandi of Fasli 1267 ; the rate per valey being
Rupees 20-10-10, I have now fixed Rupees 15-8-0 per valey, or 3ths of the present rate. :

8rd. Tiruppundi.—In this village there is river as well as tank-irrigation. According to
the Jammabandi of Fasli 1267, the area of river-irrigated land is V 27, M 8, G 10 ; M17, @ 75,

have since been brought under cultivation ; the remaining cultivable area being V 1, M 16, G 84, S,

making the total river-irrigated area V30,M 2, G 19. These lands are irrigated by Chandranadi,
which is a branch of the Vellayar. The present rate for a valey is Rupees 24-14-4. I have now
fixed for a valey Rupees 18-2-0 or a little more than §ths of the present rate, 3 -

According to the Jammabandi of Fasli 1267, the tank-irrigated area is V 46, M 15, G 76,
V 5, M 19, G 98, have since been brought under cultivation, making the present Seykal land V 52,
M. 15, G 74. Besides this, there is an area V 14, M 7, G 4, which is cultivable only when the.
tank is full. The Merassidars contend that every year about 10 or 15 Valies of the Seykal land
have been laid waste for want of water; and that it is impossible to bring the said 14 Valiegs
of land under cultivation. There is truth in their statements. There is very little chance of
bringing the said cultivable area under cultivation. I have, therefore, fixed the rate for
the Seykal area at Rupees 11-6-1§ per valey, or jth of tho present rate; the assessment being
Rupees 759-8-2, which sum has been apportioned on the whole cultivable area for two reasons:—
One is, to bring the area under the present Settlement ; and the other to induce the Merassidars
to exert their utmost, in favourable seasons, to bring the area under cultivation, if possible,
without additional charge ; the Merassidars having contended that the rate of Ruapees 14-6-13,
per valey was too high, and that the cultivable area of 14 V, M 7, G 4, should not be included in
the settlement.

7. A single average rate has been fixed for the Manavari and well-irrigated lands of each of
the abovementioned six villages, as well as for each of the other villages, of both the talugs,
bearing in mind, the principles laid down in your instructions contained in your letter of the
19th November 1867, in consideration of the nature of the soil, and capability of each village;
the number of the cultivating ryots, in each village, as well as the general condition of the ryots
of each village. '
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regulated with reference to goj] and other advantages, and not with reference to products, such

deduction being afterwards made from the aggregate as may be necessary, in consideration :)f the

entire Putcut being held on the consolidated principle.” They added :— **the Settlement will

of course be made with each individual ryot for the land he may wish to occupy. Mr. Cotton's
saggrezate Kattuguttagei resolved itself into a Kattuguttagei on separate holdings. This arrange-

ment is strictly Ryotwar and it is of great importance that it should be maintained, as the cdnhdition

?f the ryots in general cannot be expected to improve, if the rent is made with one or two leading
‘xfdividuala of the village, and it seems also desirable that the Collector should make the Settlement
. hnn_self, by fixing a rate per vell, as stated in the preceding paragraph, rather than that the Ryots
should be left to apportion an aggregate sum amongst themselves.”

11. The Collector found it impossible to carry out the de?ed instructions with which the
Board had overlaid their assent. He presented a

detailed figured statement but it was foand by the
Board that the rate per veli was arrived at by dividing the reputed number of velies into the pre-
arranged demand (Rupees 45, 834), and not according to any ascertained condition of soil and circum-
stances of the village. The Board observed *‘that
: they understand that the present imperfect
#ecounts of these villages will not permit the Collector to classify and assess their lands with fairness
ording to their soils and other advantages until a survey has been made. No means there-
fore now exist for making the arrangements detailed in paragraph 6 of Board's Proceedings of 5th
October last, and immediate measures are necessary to relieve these villages from the present
faulty system and the depression to which it has led ; the Board therefore, resolve to authorize the
Collector, to carry out for a term of seven years the return to the Kattuguttagei system of Mr. Cotton
which he advocated in his letter of 9th September. Under this arrangement each village will Be
made over to its Merassidars on their engaging to pay a fixed annual sum, and they will be at

: liberty ‘to extend their cultivation at their pleasure, to raise a secon@ ofop, to convert their dry

Collector, 8th February 1855, No, 13,

Proceedings, dated 29th Maroh 1855, No. 802,

]

land into wet or garden, and raise any kind of produce without any enhancement of the demand, -

and they authorized a remission of 15 per cent. of the demand against each village for the first
five years.” ;

12. And the Board added:—‘‘They believe that the soundest system of taxing the land
is to place upon its divisions a fixed and moderate assessment and give each proprietor individual
independence and the full benefit of any improvements which he makes by any outlay of capital or
labour. Hereafter such a system may, it is hoped, be introduced when the lands have been
registered and classified with more fulness and accuracy, but under the difficulties which now exist
aud which are increased by the ¢ pasany-karai’ tenure prevailing in the villages, the Board are of
opinion that the arrangements which they temporarily authorize form the best and speediest
method of affording relief and encouraging industry.”!

13. The Settlement was fully carried out by Mr, Phillips, at a total joint rent demand of
Rupees 47,391 a year, and was reviewed by the Board, under date, 22ad July 1858,

14, It took effect from Fasli 1268 and expired in 1274 when the Collector reported that
although the settlement was made ** with the
view of enabling the Merassidars to recover from

the extremely depressed state to which they had been reduced by over-assessment, under the
previous mode of settlement, unfortunately, owing to a succession of bad seasons, the Merassidars
of these villages have not realized, to any considerable extent, the benefits which the very favour-
able terms of the Kattuguttagei were intended to secure to them, and it is a fact that considerable
difficulty has been experienced, during the last two years, in collecting the full amount of the rent,
without the deduction of 15 per cent., which was allowed from the consolidated amount of
Kattuguttagei, for the first five years of the lease.” And he recommended that *“ as the Board are
aware, no means at present exist for giving effect to the wishes of the Board, as expressed in para-
graph G of their Proceedings of the 5th October 1854, via., that a fair assessment per veli be fixed

From Collector, 26th August 1865,

L
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with reference to soil and other advantages, ‘such deduction being afterwards made from the aggre-
gate, as may be necessary in sonsideration of the entire Puteut being held on the consolidated
principle,” I beg™ he add « to propose that the Kattuguttagei be renewed for this year and be cont;.
nued to be so renewed every year until it is superseded by a permanent settlement, when there wil]
be a really good opportunity for the question being fully considered and finally settled.” The Board
observed that *“ a permanent settlement is not
: likely to be adopted at present’’ and desired the

Collector to *“ consider whether it would not be advisable to survey the villages, in view to the

Proceedings, dated 18th November 1865, No. 7,392,

Fieldwar assessment being introduced, and to propose such measures as may be necessary to carry

15. 1In 1866 the Collector ‘\gain reported unfavourably of the condition of the villages

From Collector, dated 6th Juns 1866, No. 137, “In fact” - i :
: ee

rene.wal of th.e leas? tl.ns year, and, an exceptional agricultural season like this mmceedint ;
continued series of indifferent monsoons, renders it absolutely impracticable to realize the fu]‘:
demand vnder the rex-xewed lease.” And he recommended a remission of from 40 t0 25 per cent. of
the dry assessnfent ' consequence of the unfavourable character of the season. This the Bo;u-d
sanctxonm?, addx.ng that they would *‘ be prepared to give their fayourable consideratior, to furth
proposals involving still further remission in the case of such villages," -

16. The Coll.ector reported in the next year that he had failed to induce the ryots to consent
Prom Collector, dated 25th October 1866, Ko, 978, isti i
S U U v o of G i L 3 g
: : i ir-
cumsta.nce? o'f the dlﬂ:erent sets of villages are made; but to what extent these concessions are :e:ll;
necessary 1t is very difficult now to determine," He considered that it would be best < whechg,
r

the ryots will agree or not, to retain the amount of : i 9P |
L ag , to O Assessment according to the present Kattuous.
tagei lease, viz., Rupees 47,391-3-0 for this year, subject to such future ‘.ab!;teménté u,nixu:t: :

refer_ence to the actual result of the season, may be found eventually necessary.”” The B rd
scquiesced and very large remissions were the consequence. S

17.  Again in the year 1368 the Collector reported in respect to the Kattuguttagei villages.—

From Collector, 20th February 1868, *“This ve ia -

Board's Proceedings, dated 25th February 1868, No.1.401. after a .s:r'i’e: z:c:::::ebti o ]oczmmhg
s o es, precludes t

possibility of a new settlement being introduced, ag contemplated, and the same ar’rangement tha:

was made during the past two ears m :
hess illagos; ¥ ust be adopted, therefore, also this year with respect 4o

ascertained loss in those foup villages varies from 92 to 66 per cent.”

* Of the total number of forty-five villages in question, it has not been found necessaryv to

grant any relief for seven, and the remaining thi i
; . g thirty-eight have been thrown into f,
which a scale of remission is proposed as follows : — . i,

quber of  on the total
villages, assesament tp

1st Group .., .. 7 = rgzaimd.
4 R T 10 85
e g - 7 30

s, | T 14 25
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The total amount of remission for the Kattuguttagei villages thus calculated, amounted
to Rupees 12,826,
18. Mr. Morris stated at the same time that he was elaborating a plan of Settlement which
From Collector, dated 32ad Pebruary 1873, No 67. he considered best adapted to the peculiar
circumstances of these villages. None was, how-
over, submitted and the Kattuguttagei lease has ever sincc continued undisturbed. "

_ 19. The Board now proceed to discuss Mr. Cadell’s proposals for a re-settlement of these
‘ull'ages, which, as he states, are framed on a plan of Mr. Morris's acquiesced in by himself, and
which correspond in the main with that indicated in Board’s Proceedings in 1854, with the following
modifications:—

. (1). No attempt has been made to assess the land under cflltivation in detail with reference
f‘)m varying quality, a uniffrm rate being adopted for each village; (2) The lump deduerion
mtended to be made from the gross demand against each village in consideration of the entire

}mtcut. being held, has not been made, though the fact has been allowed to influence the rate of
assessment . >

The Settlement is based on Mr. Kindersley's Revenue measurement of areas (those applicable
to t;l: entire district) and a record of each holding with the coptingent demand on it, has been
made,

20.  Mr. Morris's instructions to the Deputy-Collector were—:{1) to assess all land capable of
cultivation in each village at a uniform average rate per veli and thus caleulate the gross con-
solidated and unalterable demand against the village for tho future ; (2) to divide the aggregate
area, 8o ascertained, amongst the landholders of each village respectively, who were each to be
individual]y responsible for the share of the gross demand, which attaching to their holdings at
. theaverage village rate without claim for remission for waste, loss, ete.; (3) to calculate the
- DMew rate of assessment per weli with reference to previous settlements (Rent, joint rentand

Ooloongoo) and the average collections of twenty-five years; {4) to class all land as dry or Manavars

(rain-fall watered) and wet or well watered, without however making any difference in the veli—
rate of assessment ; (5) to merge the tree-tax in the land assessment wherever the trees stood on

assessed land and assess only those on unassessed waste.

ine vi i i d new Settlement,
21. Th forty-nine villages now included in the propose :
e o (one is excluded because it has no exceptional

Acres. 2
Ty ouivated as per existing Sottloment- features) is Acres 1,44,120 and the proposed
= e y arrangement extends to Acres 58,200 or about 40
' ‘dd‘g:gg%maim of cultivation per cent. of the whole as per margin. Acres
. 49.194 are now under cultivation and Acres

519 ivation. £ i
43:902'53::1: ::;;h‘l):e f?'éﬁfia“v‘i’éﬁ;.“ 9,000, or about 9 per cent. of t.he remaining
109 area, are believed to be susceptible of early

i 5 the whol
eultivation and are thrown into the gross demand, leaving Acres 86,000 or about ;ths of the whole

area as unassessed waste ; but of course included in the gros? Yilli?ge fde"::;:'s llggget:l[:ic:
appear that six villages have means of precarious and m—eagre‘ irrigation t:’r p Ru, = ,1'14-4
have been assessed as wet at an aggregite of Rupees 3,153-8-6 or an average 2

PEr acre, : : S
o Actes. 22. Thedry* land (manavari) and well-
t 5:’}!753 irrigatedt land comprise Acres 56,537 and are

assessed, at a uniform rate in each village with reference to their respective circumstances, at an
aggregate demand of Rnpeeé 41,528 or Rupees 0-11-9 per acre, to which is added the tree-tax
on unassessed waste, viz., Rupees 2,546.

23. The aggregate demand arising out of the proposed lump ( Putcut) settlement on the
individual holdings of the forty-nine villages stands at Rupees 47,228, against an existing village
joint rent demand of Rupees 47,316 ; of which however on an average only Rupees 42,359 have
been realized during the last fifteen years, under the existing and prior settlements.
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24, The Collector pr>poses that the Settlement should stand unvaried by circumstances of
agricultyre and unchang' { until Government see fit to direct its revision.

25. In considerin’ the effect of these proposals the Board observe that of late years the joint
rent demand has been ' ealized with increasing ease and it is obvious that if Rupees 47,228 can be
collected with certainty under the new arrangement it cannot be difficult to realize Rupees 47,316
under a joint rent system. The Government gain nothing by Mr. Cadell's proposals in money,

and lose much of that security from a precarious revenue which the Jjoint rent system affords.

26. Then as regards the existing system itself, lengthened experience of it and successful
reversion thereto from other systems whose trial resulted in repeated failure, have proved what
has all along been patent to thoss who were acquainted with the tract and understand its agricul-
tural condition, thgt the joint reanystem is eminently adapted to the circumstances as well of the
country as the people, as of the husbandry, it is self-adjusting and well understood by all ; and hag
answered. The cultivators though still poor, have been more prosperous than under any other
settlement and permanent extension of cultivation has exceeded 6,000 acres or 14 per cent. during
the currency of the settlement. No one alleges that the existing settlement is burdensome in jtg
character, unpopular with the ryobs, or really inconvenient to any one.

27. Further there is no new information before the Board. No fresh circumstances have
arisen, and no attempt has been made to verify areas, classify soils, value lands, etc., and a dead
loss is to be the result of the Settlement ; for with 6,000 more acres under cultivation the ** Putcui-
rent'’ is to be Rupees 88 less than the Joint rent Settlement of 18586,

28. Lastly, the tract is not in cireumstances for a quasi permanent settlement. Only in 1868
the people were in *great straits and large remissions were needed, and their circamstances are
not sufficiently settled for a herd and fast settlement. One-third of the whole area only is
under cultivation including acres 9,000 assessed waste ; 2rds of the tract is given.up as unassessed
waste. The accounts are probably fallacions, and if thoy were reliable they merely disclose 5
condition unfit for any form of permanent settlement, save joint-rent.

29. On a general review of the above consideration, the Board feel confident that the best
policy is to let well alone for the present, and continue the moderate existing settlement with its
mutual interest and joint responsibilities.

30. The Board desire the Collector to report what can be done in the way of improving

communication within the neglected tract, and whether channels can be extended or other works -

of improvement profitably undertaken.
31. The Board resolve to submit these Proceedings together with the Collector’s letter to
Government.

No. 176. OrpEr THEREON, 20th October 1873, No. 1,1386.

Tae Governor in Council concurs

with the Board of Revenue in consi-

- dering that under the existing circum-

stances of the tract of country referred to in their Proceedings, it is undesirable to
make any change in the present system of Settlement.

(True Extract.)

(Signed)  R. A. DALYELL,
Acting Secretary to Government,

Miscellaneous.

To the Board of Revenue.

Exd. G. A. Turton.
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