Wo et it I EAORLE TR SR SIS0 IS ket
l’b-ocge(lings of the Madras Government, Revenue Department,
14tk October 1873. .

e PIE . N S S,

o - 4

Read the following :— :

No. 117." "~ Proceedings of the Board of \Reverre “‘da.ed 30th June 18783,
No. 1,130,

Read the following letter from Surgeon W. Rj CORNISH, r.z.c.s., Sanitary Com-

missioner for Madras, to the Hon. W- HUDLESTON, Chief Secretary to

Government, Fort St. George, dated Madras, 26th May 1873, No. 974 :—

I ma7e the honour to solicit the attention of Government to the subject of the
conservancy of certain tanks in the neighbourhood of Madras.

2. The water-supply works undertaken at the cost of the Municipality
provides only for the requirements of certain portions of the town. There is no
provision for the people  of Royapooram, Tondiarpett, and villages in the 1st
Municipal division of the town, nor do the distribution works confer any benefit
on the residents of Nungumbaukum, Teynampet, Mylapore, and a large portion of
the 8th Municipal division of the town. In regard to the 1st division of the town
there is usually good water to be obtained in abundance from the wells and tanks
excavated in the sandy deposit which furnishes the famous * Seven Wells” supply,
and for this portion of the town the present arrangements will suffice pending the
extension of the Municipal pipes in this direction.

3. With regard to the suburbs of Nungumbaukum and Teynampet, however,
it may be concluded that the Madras Water Works will never be of any benefit to
the residents as the level of the ground is too high to permit of the distribution of
water from the Municipal pipes by gravitation, and it is especially with reference
to the old sources of water-supply of thess suburbs that I now do myself the
honour of addressing Government.

4. The Nungumbaukum and Mylapore (or Mount Road) Tanks are both
ancient reservoirs, of the history of which very little is known, but they were
undoubtedly constructed for irrigation purposes. The Nungumbaukum Tank,
from our earliest connection with the country, has always been an irrigation work
of importance in connection with the old village of that name, and the Mylapore
Tank was an important source of water-supply to the villages around Mylapore
and St. Thomé long before these villages came into the possession of the British.
The area formerly cultivated under the Nungumbaukum Tank bas, I infer, been
much contracted subsequent to the occupation of many of the village lands by
the ‘‘garden houses” of Europeans. On the other hand, I think there is
evidence to show that the area of land under cultivation below the Mylapore
Tank is steadily increasing notwithstanding the fact that the locality beneath the
tank-bund was also utilized for the houses and gardens of the European officials
of the East India Company.

5. The facilities of water-supply in the villages between the Nungumbaukum
and Long Tanks and the sea evidently determined the acquirement of land in
these directions for house-building purposes. Many valuable properties have been
erccted, and native villages have sprung up in all directions on ground which was
formerly a desolate tract known to the early English settlers as ¢ Choultry Plain.”

6. The conservancy of the tanks, upon the water-supply from which the
health, comfort, and conyenience of some thousands of inhabitants depend, seems,
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and other purposes ; but there are b few facts coming Within mv own lgatmr;
knowledge as a residept on the buna of the Long Tankwhich ma 4 rha pemmll)‘li
Government to-deal comprehensively,with the conservaney quesb)i’eﬁe ps enable

7. In the first place, then, 1 "vgpﬁld,point out thet the bunds ami i
of these tanks are under the control of the' Collector of Madras, while thgrtn:
are in the Chingleput District and under the Collector of Chingleput. Frorm

 this division of authority many inconveniénces arise. The Mirasidars and others

~ of the Kodumbaukum village who have grazing rights in connection with the tank-
beds have no interest whatever in conserving the supply of watérin the tanks, and
(as happened in February last), when heavy and unusual rain falls, the whole of
the surplus water which might have kept the tank full throughout the best weather
;s allowed to run off in order that the villagers might be able to utilize the grazing
or to cultivate in the tank-bedg. : hidiss ;

8. Frequently during the last year I ha've. found t.;he plugs of the sluices
which course throngh my premises mised secretly in ’fh‘e night by some nnkn?wn
persons and the water allowed to escape in such quantities that some .low ‘portmr{s
of my garden and grounds have been ﬂooded. I have reason to believe that this
extravagant waste of water was’ not caused by the cultlyator§ ]:)lut by per.(.;sln‘s
having a wirect interest in-drying up the bed of the tank as quickly as possible.

ighbourhood of. Madras the grazing rights of the tank-beds

Owinggo the near nei i e
yield a considerable revenue to the Mirasidars, and it is easy enough to understand

their anxiety. to get yid of ‘the water with the least possible delay. _

9. So long as cultivation is permitted in thg tank-beds, and the persons having
grazing rights are allowed to let off the water to ‘Waste,'it is clear that the popula-
tion living below the tanks are defrauded of their fair share of water.

10. And, so far as I can understand this question, the people who use water
for their lai;ds, and the people who do not use it, are on precisely the same footing
as regards the ‘assessment on their holdingg—; all. pay a uniform rate of ‘5 Rupees

¢ acre. The European residents, as a'rule, do not irrigate their holdings, and
most of them would prefer to see their share of the tank-water reserved in the tank
itself, so that during the prevalepce of hqt winds the air coming over the tank
might be tempered. It seems quite clear that houses would never have been built
on the tank-bunds and adjacent thereto but with the object of securing a cooled
atmosphere. This object is now frustrated by the careless conservancy, which
leaves the tank-beds completely dry for the hottest season of the year.

11. The village of Nungumbapkum has been always a village of wet cultiva-
tion; but, so far as my own observation (extending now over a period of fifteen
years), goes, I am prepared to state that hundreds of acres of land r.nder the Long
Pank, which bad qriginally no claim whatever upon a share of the tank-water, have

been levelled so as to share in the water distribution.

12. Within the period of my own personal observation I have seen field

~ after field, originally too high to benefit by the water of the distributing sluices,

lowered by excavating the earth for brick and tile-making, and, when cnough of
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the soil had been removed to permit of irrigation, the area has ‘wcn converted into
a plantation tope or rice-field. This process may be witae.sed going on in' the
fields on the Cathedral Road, and, in some case', the level of the original soil has to
be reduced by three or four feet before the w"fter can be brought to it. If any of
the irrigated fields along the Cathedral Road, Liuz Road, and Mowbray’s Road are
exomined it will be found that nearly all have been lowered (in comparatively
receny ‘imes) by excavation in the manner described.

13. u'y own impression is that the Long Tank (Mylapore) was originally
intended for the Mylapore village (it is the feeder of the fine pagoda tank in
Mylapore and of some others), and that the extended cultivation under the Long
Tank between the Mount Road and the sea is nearly all of recent growth. Itis
quite clear that when the English began to build on  Choultry Plain” it was an
uncultivated tract. The stimulus of a light and settled assessment in this case
has been the cause of the extended cultivation of the soil beyond the original area
which the tank was intended to supply.

14. The deficiency of water of recent years, therefore, arises from three

distinct causes— ) $

(1.) The desire of the Kodumbaukum people to get rid of the water from
the tank-bed, in consequence of which they deliberately allow it to run to waste.

(2.) An increase of the area of wet cultivation under the tank-bund.

(3.) The gradual silting of the tank-bed, hastened probably by the per-
mission to cultivate within the high-water line.

15. I need not dwell upon the importance of the keeping up a fair supply of
water in these tanks. The wells of the whole district from the Mount Road to
the sea depend, in a great measure, on the percolation of tank-water through the
soil, and any waste of water from the tanks must necessarily react on the water-
supply of the wells so largely employed for cultivation and domestic use. To
conserve the tanks and prevent waste it seems essential that there should be no-
divided authority over the area occupied by the tanks; that the tank-bed should
not be used for cultivation; and that the distribution of water for cultivation
‘should be regulated by the Revenue Officers of the Madras District.

16. At present the cultivators go on draining water as long as a drop
remains, whether they have had one crop or two. This last year the supply bas

‘been nearly enough for two crops, and, but for the wicked waste of water in

February last, there might have been sufficient for a third crop.

« 17. I think, however, that the cultivators are getting more than their fair
share of water, considering that they pay only the same assessment as the land-
owners who do not cultivate, and I would venture to suggest that water for

more than a single crop in a year should not be issued without payment. It

is not to be desired that the water in the tanks should be drained dry year
after year, and the land-owners who do not use the water (except indirectly
from the well-supply) may fairly ask that their portion of water may be stored
in the tank to keep up the springs in their wells and to temper the hot westerly
breezes in the summer time. It is questionable, moreover, whether the increase of
irrigation, and especially of its continuance throughout the year, is not disadvan-
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tageous to the pulfic health in districts so badly drained as are Triplicane,
Royapettah, and MySgpore. =

18. 1 regret to have to add t t The bed of “the tank along the Mount Road
is resorted to largely as a latrine, any that in this respect some improvement is
needed. If an establishient be sanétioned for conservancy I trust that the defile-
ment of the water in the manner allutled to may bé prevented. The Municipality
have been partly to blame in not providing sufficient places of resort in this
direction. . P

19.  Before I conclude what I have to say ~n the Long and Nungumbaukum
Tanks I would venture to point out the need of some regular inspection of the bunds
so as to ensure their being kept in proper gepair. During the late monsoons the bun.d
jn two places within my compound wasin danger. At one spot, where the bund is
very broad at the top, the water actually stood on the iog of the bund for some hours.
In another place near my stables I had to extemporize a gang of servants and
coolies to turn up earth to keep the rising waters from eﬂ'e.ctl.ng a breach. The
stone revetment of the bund is in several places dama;ged within the length of my
compound. I may mention as a historical fact that in _the year '1820 the bund
of this tank breached in eig/ht places causiug“ lamentable destruction of property
and loss of life. T'he “district now is so ffhxc.k]y populated,.and 80 much more
land has been lowered in level for wet cultivation, that fm acc}dent would be much
ok ‘disastrous than in 1820. Had there been a high wind from the north-
we:gt’ with the flood in October last, 1 dread to think what might have been the

1 | » Since this letter was written the repair of the ¢00Sequences to the Mylapore commu.-

__ bund has been begun. nity.*

20, The only remainiﬁg tank which I desire to remark upon in the present »

communication is the Spur Tank. The area of wet cultivation under this tank is
very small, and will shortly be diminished by the occupation of land in connec-
tion with the Carnatic Railway. The districts under the tank will be fairly
supplied by the Red Hills water of the Municipality. The tank-bed is pringipally
used by dhobies and is no doubt a convenience to them, but as a source of water-
811ppl y the tank 1s so insigmﬁ'cant th'at' if the grounhdealv:lelre vja;t:d— lf;c:;-n ihe:fp:;
oses it might be given up without injury to the or,“ el

inhabitants of Egmore.
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No. 118. Proceedings of the Boar}l of Revenue, dated 9th September 1873,
No; 1,778.

Read again Board's Proceedi'ngs, dated 25th July 1873, No. 1,404,

Read also the followiué papers :—

Proceedings of the Madras Government, dated 24sh July 1873, No. 777, Revenue Department

ABST ACT.— Tanks within the Municipal limits of the Town of ‘}[ad/‘as-—l‘lacing s
under the Deputy-Collector of Madr--, _,a‘nctiori’ing the necessary establishment for theip con-
servancy, and requesting the Board to arrange for a careful inquiry into all alleged rights to
water.

—_——

From J. HUNTER-BLAIR, Esq., Collector of Madras, to J. GROSE, Esq., Secretary to the.
Board of Revenue, dated 5th August 1873, No. 175.

I save the honour to submit the report called for in the Board’s Proceedings, No, 1,130, of
30th June last.

2. The only points contained in Dr. Cornish’s letter, which have not been already reported
upon in furmer correspondence, are—

1st.—That there should be no divided authority over the area occupied by the Mylapoor
and Nungambaukam tanks, and that the tank-bed should not be used for cultivation,

2nd.—That water for more than a single crop in a-year should not be issued to the land.
holders without payment.

22 —That the Sty tank may be done away With, @ud i3 Ued wsed fus Laliding o giher-
purposes. - L

3. With regard to the first point, I beg to state that, out of the eight tanks in the town, the
Mylapore and Nungambaukam tanks alone have their beds in the Chingleput Distriet. Tt is a
fact that the land-holders of the Chingleput District, who cultivate lands within the water-spread
of these tanks, cause much waste of water, with a view of drying up the bed and rendering it fit for
early cultivation. I enclose copy of a letter from the Collector of Chingleput, No. 151, of 13th
February 1872, referring to the bund of the Mylapore tank having been cut for the purpose of
letting off the water, on the night of 8th November 1871, by the said land-holders or persons
employed by them. ‘

4. The stoppage of cultivation of any kind in the tank-beds seems to me absolutely necessary
to prevent such proceedings as cutting the bund and the gradual silting of the bed, I would,
therefore, suggest the taking up of all the land in the beds of the tanks under the Land Acquisition
Act, and placing it at the disposal'ef the Collector of Madras. If this proposal is approved of, [
can ascertain from the Collector of Chingleput how much land in the tank-beds is now private
property, and what compensation will have to be paid. I believe that the compensation will not
be large.

5. With .regard t? the second point, viz,, that water for more than a single crop in a-year
should not be issued without payment, the Deputy-Collector thinks it would not be legal to
demand a wate.r-tax from those who‘ ha.v? h{therto obtained water for two crops, and that such g
course wight involve Government in litigation. The law which enables Government to im ose
and levy a separate cess for the use of water from Government works is Aect. VIL of 1!:;(;3
(Madras), and I am of opinion that it applies to all lands in the Town of Madras which pPay a
uniform rate of quit-rent, whether they are irrigated or not, and there wonld be nogdificulty in
assessing the water-rate for one or two crops. If it is not applicable, a special Act should be
passed, making it applicable to the tanks in Madras which are now not undes the control of gny
Government officer as regards water conservancy, ete, s

B
.
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. 6.  With regard to the third point, viz., the gﬂi“g away wigh the Spur tank, I beg to state
: ~ ; * tlat the President, Municipal Commission, pro-
posNd last year to remove its bund and open out
roads. throngh the ground. The gentlemen

: » 5, t noted in the margin. were then consulted by
the Deputy-Collector, and they wore of opinibn that, if the tank were removed, the neighbourhood
would become less healthy, the wells in its vieq

Mr. Busteod. .

The Hon V. Ramisugar.
Potham Vencatachglla Chetty,
Dr. Cornish-. -

gy ity might become dry and their water brackish,

~and landed property under it “""“]d‘a]:‘-’(’ becomeNgss valuable; Dr. Cornish, however, is now of

‘a different opinion as regards the sanitary effect of t .\Qangc, and states that, if the bed of the’ '
uj

TIHNut injury to the health or conveni-
-Collector’s report on the subject, it would -

tank were wanted for other purposes, it might be given
ence of the inhabitants of Egmore.  From the Deputy

appear that the compensation, which would haye ¢, be awarded for removing the bund ahd drying

up the tank, would be large. The area iy rigated, which would suffar by the change, is 37 cawnies,
paying a quit-rent of Rl_:pee 817, ere are 65 wells and pbtids'purtly depending unon this
tank, which is also much used by travellers gy, cattle passing by thg Poonamallee road. Under
these circymstances, the Deputy-Collector sttongly recommends the retention of the tank, and I

No. 171 of 6th March 1873, 4 i : ; the Deputy-
° 508 of 14k Jary. 7.. Caopies .o( the repo{ts from e

‘ Callector noted in the margin are herewith seut.
1k 33 ey : 4 ST
EscrLosvre No. i

: Y : » > 4 ; 3 y Q.: 3 »
~ From C., VENKATASIAHN, Officiating DeP“ty-Magistrate, to R.'A. DALYELL, Esq., Magis-

e trate of Chingleput, dated Saidapet, 9tk February 1872, No. 17. :
- Iy returning the enclosures of ‘Mp. Barlow’s letter of the 16th November 1871, No. 295, I

- is\fﬂ tlw honour to report that, from the inguiriag ma.deb’y‘ s Tahsildar of Saidapet, the parti-
gt adinidpele hobiskathnon a.pumion 3 cgarer I Dot of S night oF 4hé: 8Lk
 Novemher 1871 could not be soertained, - Thero'are 62 porsere or 1

persons of Mambalam village, hiolding
“id commit _the mischief was not known.
A ability to name any particalar individuals
be eriminaljy prosecuted. The breach was closed

¥ 2 B ¢ red for it having been lied gratis b
aryot of slambalam village from his putta lang, " A i -g 4

2. 1 take this opportunity of bm;gmg‘to your m;t;ce -th‘é;ﬂ‘

s Sfapa;ngj Q'im!_zlnr- been ‘Properly attended to by k';xg villagers of
Mylapore. | By their own tement made before

87 F ks Tl of SaiiArit, Whopobte Uiab ‘the Mylapore Taliar went away to his hous at 5 P,
.7 and “was absent from the tank-bund the whole night instead g{:.‘watéhihg_f igfgg;hg,qﬁg’ht: to'have.
"~ dofie. + 1f he had done his duty properly, the real cause of the breach could have been ascer-

tained, and the oftenders detected at once. ; T T : =
8. The Village Munsif of Mambalam explains that as the villagers of Mylapore had already
‘pﬁocecded to the Taluq Cuteherry to complain shout the breach, he did not think it necessary for

him to report it again. This explanativn is unsatisfactory, and I have fined him in the sum of one

4. The Urzces* from the Tahsildar ot
Saidapet Talug are Lerein enclosed.

e S

i, AT S S P yoes T2 No . 151
“,prfl%n'ftvg the Deputy-Collector of Madras, with referenice to his lettor (enclosure

% Nos. 5B$a.nd556.

" returned) of the 10¢h November 1871, No, 854,

SaipapEy, W . (Sigued) R, 'A. DALYELL,

; 18th February 1872, - D : _ b ‘Col.lector.
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No. 93 of 9th February 1871. , { Sumirrep to the Acting Collecter of
f 27th November ,, : SR
: 333 b 29:’:: °"‘:’m i " Madras, in continuation of the Deputy ollec-

tor's letters as per margin,

.

Mapras, (Signed) R. RAGOONATHA ROW,
20th February 1872. b Deputy-Collector.
(True Copy.) >

Bigned) J. HUNTER-BLAIR,
A Collector.

¥ 'v/
" ¥Ncrosure No. 2.

From R. RAGOONATHA ROW, Deputy-Collector, to J. HUNTER-BLAIR, Esq., Collector of
Madras, dated 6th March 1873, No. 171.

ADVERTING to your Endorsement, No. 814, on the letter (its enclosure returned) from the
Officiating President of the Madras Municipality, dated the 29th October ekt beg to submit
the report called for by you.

2. The Spur tank, the removal of the bund of which is proposed, covers cawnies 134-7-45.
Of this extent, cawnies 82-3-199, held under Indentures, Bills, ete., have been declared by
Mr. Cunliffe to have lapsed to Government, simply because the quit-rent thereon Lad not been paid
and the registered proprietors or their heirs failed to appear before bim and prove their right to
the land at the time of the survey, and the rest, measuring cawnies 52-3-821, is Government
Poramboke. Cawnies 37-1-1909 depend on this tank for their wet cultivation, and pay arevenue of
Rupees 317-4-1 (the amount I mentioned in the Jummahbundy report having now been found
incorrect). The market value of these lands amounts to Rupees 92,500,

3. As many as sixty-five wells and ponds are replenished by this tank. T¢ is said to he
completely full for three months, half for six months, and dry for three months. Its water is
much used for washing clothes, for bathing, as well as for drinking purposes. It is very useful
for travellers and cattle passing by the Poonamallee road. In the absence of this tank, these will
be put to great inconvenience and hardship for want of water.

4. The people in the neighbourhood protest against the reclamation of its bed for building

purposes. Mr. Busteed, the Hon. V. Ramiengar, M.R.Ry., Potham Chetty Vencatachalla §

Chetty Gar, P, Rungiah Naidu Gar, and Dr. Cornish, whom T consulted, do not approve of the
measure, and think that, if the tank be ruined, the neighbourhood would become less healthy, if
not unhealthy, and the deterioration of value of the land will be considerable, and all the wells
and other sources of water would be materially injured, and their water made brackish. If com-
pensation were to be awarded for all these losses, the amoung payable would be immense.

5. Under these circumstances, I do not think it is desirable to interfere with this tank.

(True Copy.)

(Signed) J. HUNTER-BLAIR,
Collector,

Excrosue No, 3.

From R RAGOONATHA ROW, Deputy-Collector, to J, HUNTER-BLAIR, Esq.,

Collector of
Madras, dated 14th July 1873, No. 503,

Iy acknowledging the receipt of your Endorsement, No. 372, dated the Tth instant, I beg to
submit my remarks on the lotter of Dr. Cornish of the 26th May last, N
certain arrangements for the conservancy of some of the tanks of this district.

2. Tt is unnecessary for me to recapitulate that upon the water-supply from the tanks ¢ the
healtl, comfort, and convenience of some thousands of inhabitants depend,” and that the bunds
and sivices of these tanks are under nobody's control.

0. 974, proposing

sy >
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" 3  Ttisa fact that the tank-beds of tip .Jyla{)ore ‘and Nungambaukam tanks are in the
‘" Chingleput District ; that the Mirassidars of t1q lodambankam village have been cultivating the
1dnds within the contour line of the tank-beds, and’ jave often stealthily let open the sluices and
allowed the water “which might have kept the tank full” throwzhout the hot weather, to run
waste. They bave, indeed, offen mterfemd with the calmgulahs and thus wasted the water of
these tanks. S

4. I fully share the views expressed in the 9th parxgraph of Dr. Cornish’s letter, and

allowed to be cultivated.

»

5. So completely do I agrae with Dr. Cornxsh kgt he consxders shoald be domo. that
T will quote his own words to express my ideas upon the subject,

*“ To conserve the tanks and prevent waste, it seems essential that there should be no divided
e “thc’"t{io:;" :h:har:s::;l:lptllzi byt‘ - : ax-lkfs that the tank-bed should. not be used for cultiva-
W o e ; an at the of water
"' (s zgzcrs of the Madras District.” ater for cultivation should be regulated by the Revenue-
4 e 6. 'With reference to paragraph 17 of his letter, I beg to obdetve that, before making any
- rules for the collection of water-rate, it shall be necessary to obtain information on the existing

~ yated with wet crops, and what extent of this has hitherto borne double crops. Having done
: - this, if the Government would undertake to conserve these tanks at some mtp,t @ ;5 For
‘be legal to demand a watér-tax from those who wight obtain more water than the :uherto used
.to get. Any such rule as is suggested by Dr. Cornish, that water for more th::: a single ¢rop
_in a-year should not be issued without payment of ‘addigional tax, woul O g it
hngs, involye Government in litigation. el may P
~ 7. Dr. Cornich in tho last. paragraph of his letter says that, if the bed of the Spur tank
.+ ‘were wanted for other purposes, it nght be given up without i injury to the h u: onp:enlcn“
6f the anhabltap;& of Egmore. This opinion of his is at variance with g]mgcn or ; iy X
me when T anmlted him on the advxsa.bnh ty or otherwise, in a sy pomte:}?r:::, og Imrmg

bf "fp:;l"“ “;:“ the keeping up of that tank was very
of the neighbourhood. N ¥ for
~ irrigation is insignificans, but the vested i interests, the health, and conv:::;t':; :;:ter snl[;P]l); ::s
% neyghbourhood reqmre that it should nxﬂ: be interfered with, The Government wolfl(:iopbe pou/x

cially a loser in recovering the tank-bed, 1 am, th
cxated in my letter of the | ﬁth l[arob lwg, No 171, m't‘-ﬁm-e BtJlI of the same opuuon aa is enun-

 water in the Spur tank. He was then o
3 5 necesaary for the premrvatmn of the healt

-
¥
t,r,."

('Pme Cop)') e -
(o p a (Slgned) ol BUNTER-BLAIK.
A ; ! Oolleoeor

; g ‘me pgpers ref‘er to the conservanoy of the eight » St

65 ot b (Neglagsos o MOA gAcih Lt v mgthemks 1;;,, cl:entowu oi Kadru, the ﬁeﬂs of

2. Government suggest that Nirgantees may not be ntrxot
which has been complgm'ed of in the case of the two large tanks i R b

- they will'i/ the beds of the tanks are placed under tho- cunt Bluﬁtvmeﬁtxoned. e

,-._gnwvation in them stopped, : The m;oti—ves whic‘hfﬂﬁ’,pﬁ,; NPk ot iy
ete., will then be wanding. 1 -7 -1 7 f A :p.bff&,’.”-‘_mp,hﬁ‘_’“"”‘mg '°fl’-’“? :
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permanent appnmtment 18 that of Dspnsy.conectm. of Hii

; ,'e is nccérdmgly requested to 'pmm& ﬁmh the i e!hgatmn,

ﬁm leﬂc ll:mmlf m communl-

~think that for the good of Madras-uo part °"‘§\e tank-bed within ehe contour line should be i x

_ state of things; that is, how much of the area wrigable under these and other tanksis now calti=
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Proceedings of the Madras G )vernment Revenue Department,
14th Ocj gber 1873.

cation with the Collector of Madras, as areas must be checked, and the positions marked on the
Survey Map. He should note whether the laad *’s single crop - or double crop, and whether it is
irrigated by flow or by baling. The register -~~st be fieldwar, and copies must be kept by the
Curnam, Tahsildar, Deputy-Collector, and @ollector, and be readily accessible to the ryots.

4. The first of the points reported on by Mr. Blair is the control and conservancy of the
beds of the Mylapore and Nungambaukam tanks. Th Board are decidedly of opinion that these
beds must be placed under the control of the Collector of Madras, and that all cultivation in them
must be stopped. Besides the usual grounds for ~jecting to such cultivation, there is the special
one in this case that the water-supply in the = slls of a populous portion of Madras depends, in a

. great measure, on the period daring which &ater:i8 kept in the tanks. The Colle ctor of Chingle-

put. w;@np&m a draft Notification transferring the beds or such portions of them as are in the
Chingleput District to the Madras District. e will further report what rights of cultivation in
the beds exist, whab mpensation the owners demand, and what they would probably be paid if
the Land Acquisitio ﬁ'ct were put in force. Mr. Blair thinks the amount will be small.
5. The Collector of Madras will report whether it is necessary to stop cultivation by similar
measures in the beds of the other six tanks, and, if so, what the expense will be.
6. Mr. Blair thinks a water-rate should be charged whenever a second crop is irrigated.
The Board do not think this can be done in opposition to immemorial custom ; but they"think that
when the Deputy-Collector’s register is once prepared, no new irrigation should be allowed under
any considerations, unless a water-rate is paid.
7. The expediency of doing away with the Spur tank is not a pressing question. If public
feeling as well as the Sanitary Commissioner’s opinion were in favour of if, the value of the lang
reclaimed would no doubt over balance the sum which would have to be paid as compensation.

No 119. Proceedings of the Board of Revenue, dated 30th September 1873,
T Miscellaneou? No. 5,523. —

: : Hege
Read the following letter from R. RAGOONATHA ROW, to H. E. STOKES, Esq.,
Acting Secretary to the Board of Revenue, dated Madras, 23rd September
1873, No. 1. k.

ApverTING to the Board’s Proceeduws of the 9th instant, No. 1,778, com-
municated to me on the 19th idem, I beg to report that I have commenced the ;
local inquiries necessary for the preparation of the Pauchelwary or Irrigation
Registers for the district of Madras. 3 ,

9. I see that two hands are necessary to note down the results of my 1nqumes
and prepare the registers accordingly. They would at least cost 40 Rs. a-month. = &
I beg that I may be allowed to draw this sum till the work is finished, As it has« T

been put into my hands a month later than I expected, I am afraid I will not be ‘ g,
able to finish the work before I go on leave. On my return on the 15th January ik
vext, I will resume the werk, and hope to finish it before the end of February next. -

SuBMITTED for the sanction of Government to the entertainment of two tem-
porary hands, on 25 Rs. and 15 Rs,, for two months in all, commencing from th"
22nd September 1873.

2. The Board also consider that, while Acting Sheristadar to the Bgard ‘
employed on this duty, R. Ragoonatha Row should be allowed carriage allowanc'
of 3 Rs. per diem, and request sanction for this charge. S
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- No. 120. ORDER THEREON, Ukh Detober 1873, No. 1,107.
Miscell i \ Tae proposal to transfer to the
iscellaneous. ' didtrict of Madras those p yortions of the

beds of the Mylapore and Nungumbau-
= kum tanks, which are now within thd limits of the Chingleput District, is approve ed,
i ; and 8 draft Notification should be subsgitted at an earlgniote- S
} 2, The Sanitary Commissioner s ezested that wo wat *;* o
f should be charged for. The Board d! no\f\gnmder :
{ immemorial custom, but think that no fresh irfigation
paid for. Before coming to a decision on this matter,
furnished with a history of all the Madras tanks from . & 4
it can be ascertained.  The purpose for which each vk ERERERE L o
sion of irrigation, the system under which water has been (.lmr«red for, or chn
used free of charve, should all be noted.
3. #The Government await the Collecter’s reports as to the cultivtion in the
iy  tank-beds, and agree with the Board that there s y for
N abandoning the Spur Tank.

4. The entertainment of two. Clerks for two months, at a cost of 40 Rs. per

fihisern, to assist in the preparation of the Irh"atmn Registers is sanctioned, 28

“il as a carriage.allowance of 8 Rs. per-diem to the Board’s Acting Sheristadar
le employed on this'special ‘duty.

-
Yir

at present no urgeat neces§it

(True Extract.)

;' (Sign[d) T’ A r ‘YELJK G e
Acting 8 Iaf_/ to G'overnmenf

G

AT Board of Revenue.
¢ Public Works Departmen, - - b
e Pabli¢c Department. Pk

¢ Accountant-General, :
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