Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Department,
28th January 1873.

Read the following papers :—
No. 210. Proceedings of the Board of Revenue, dated 26th September 1872,
Miscellaneous No. 6,525,
Read the following letter from the Collector of South Canara, to the Secretary to
the Board of Revenue, dated Mangalore, 2nd September 1872, No. 1,103,

I nave the honour to request that the Board of Revenue will be pleased to
obtain the sanction of Government for the compulsory acquisition of a piece of
land situated on the southern bank of the Netravaty river at Mangalore, and
required to be kept open for public purposes.

2. The Board may perhaps be aware that between the Mangalore backwater
and the sea there is a long but narrow spit of sea-sand, which has been kept waste
probably ever since its formation by the sea, although it is not incapable of
growing trees. The policy of its having been so reserved is based on the interests
of the navigation of the Port, for, if given out for cultivation, it would soon have
been planted with frees, as the bit in question has been, and as the Badukode
Island has been, and the cultivators would have thereby unconsciously prevented
the sea-breeze from filling the sails of boats and vessels and enabling them thereby
to sail to and from their moorings and moving about inside the Port and sailin;_;
up the river to the interior. . Intervening trees would also be calculated to prevent
ships outside the bar from communicating by signals with the flagstaff. They
would also cut off the Custom-house from a knowledge of what the shipping in the
roads were doing or wanting.

3. There has, however, been one single exception to this course. In Fasli
1268 (1858-59) one Hasane Beary succeeded in obtaining on Durkhast from an
Assistant a small portion of this land at the southern extremity of the sand-spit,
measuring acres 0-28-8, on an assessment of Rs. 3-6-0. The man, however,
never made anything of the land, but resigned it in Fasli 1276, whereupon it was
taken up by one Shikledar Shek Hussen in whose possession it now is. This indi.
vidual has fenced in the ground (encroaching also upon a portion of the adjoining
waste), and has laid out some money in digging three wells, and has put down a
considerable number of cocoanut and other plants which must grow up and soon
obstruct the breeze as above stated, and it is natural to expect that he will watch
for an opportunity of again encroaching on the surrounding waste.

4. This land is also in the line of breeze required by boats sailing to
Buntwal from Mangalore. Much merchandize and salt goes by this route. It is
also close to the point at which it is expected that the river will again break out a
mouth as of old. It being very desirable in the interests of the Port that the land
should be resumed from its occupant, and allowed to remain waste as heretofore,
I endeavoured to do this by giving him the option of either accepting an adequate
and reasonable sum as compensation, or land of the same deseription, and larger
in extent, if necessary, elsewhere, but the man declines to part with his holding on
any terms.

5. Under these circumstances I see no alternative but to set the “ Land
Acquisition Act” in motion against him, and request accordingly that I may be
authorized to make the required declaration under Section 6 of the Act, so z;s to
enable me to take possession of the land as soon as practicable.
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