Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Department,
4th October 1873.

No. 38. Read the following Proceedings of the Board of Revenuc; dated 26th
June 1873, No. 1,118 :— ~

Read the following letter from J. R. COCKERELI. Esq., Commissioner of the
Nilgiris, to J. GROSE, Esq., Secretary to the /Board of Revenue, dated
Ootacamund, 31st May 1873, No. 49 :—

Wirta reference to G. O., Revenue Department, dated 9th August 1872,
No. 1,188A, and G. O., 18th October 1872, No. 1,446, I have the honour to submit
a sketch map B, showing the line of demarcation proposed for the eastern
boundary of the Ouchterlony Valley, and to request the sanction of Govern-
ment to its being permanently laid out. It is intended that the line should be
marked with stones, but not indicated by a trench: eutting a trench along so
extensive a line would be very expensive, and a trench would not make the line
more clear than it could be made with stones. The line could be marked with
stones and completed in fifteen or twenty days.

2. I enclose also sketeh map A, alluded to in the first Government Order
under reference, in order that the lines on it may be compared with the proposed
line on map B. I have myself been over the line on map B, and I agree with the
Survey Officers in thinking it cannot be brought nearer to D, D, D, D on sketch
A without unnecessary expense. This is owing to the country being precipitous
and difficult. The line D, D, D,D on map A represents the edge of a ghaut
throughout its whole length, and the sinuoiities and depressions along the line are
so serious that it would be a most laborious operation, if it would not be impos-
sible to walk along the ghaut, keeping close to the edge from end to end. The
extra land taken in by the proposed line is valueless either to Government or
Mr. Ouchterlony, as it could not be occupied for coffee or tea.

3. The Government will observe that at the northern end of the proposed
line on sketch B two lines are marked, one of these lines D, D2, D, passes through
Mr. Ouchterlony’s bungalow which is at D2, From the bungalow west it traverses
a ravine to attain Gudalur Malay. This ravine is clothed with a deep sholah.
Mr. Wapshare, who was present when I went over the proposed line, begged that
the line instead of running through D, D2, D should take the course D, C, C, D ;
his object being to preserve the sholah in the ravine. He stated that, if the
boundary cut across the ravine, the part of the sholah dbove the line might be
taken up at any time for planting and be felled, and that, if it was felled,
a down current of wind would set towards the valley and seriously injure two of
the existing plantations below. He informed me that, if the Jine took the direction
he desired, he would give a guarantee not to fell the forest in the ravine. Under
these circumstances, I promised to submit his request for the favourable consider-
ation of the Government,

Excrosures Nos. 1 axp 2.—Sketch Maps.

Tue Board resolve to submit this letter to Government, with the recom-

mendation that the boundary line, as sketched in map B, be declared valid.
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