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T‘ | g Proceedings of the Madras Govers * Revenue Department, :
] 4th October i
\ , - ]
1 No. 23. Read the following letter from € J. LYALL, Esq., Officiating Under-

4 : Secretary to the Government of wndia, Department of Agriculture,
. Revenue, and Commerce, (Agriculi e and Horticulture,) to the Hon.
R. A. DALYELL, Acting Secretar; fo the Government of Madras, dated

' . Simla, 18th September 1873, No. 6474 :— :
| - 1 Wire reference to the Resolution by theGovernment of India in this depart-
l ™4 e i ment, No. 2-77—86, dated the 6th March laz relative to the experimental cultiva-

: . tion in India of Carolina rice, I am directed to forward herewith fifty copies of a
k S : Note on the subject by Mr. R. Knight, Assi-ant Secretary to the Government of
; - Bengal, and of a Resolution thereon by th * fevernment, and to request that you
|

will be good enough, with the permission 'f His Excellency the Governor in

Council, to cause copies of this paper to bed ibuted to the persons to whom the

conduct of this year’s experiments has been -usted.

—

No. 24. ORDER THEREON, 4th Oct oer 1873, No. 1,061. .
& ; L
* A OrpErED that forty copies of the

: . A : Mote, received with the foregoing letter

1> forwarded to the Board of Revenue
f ¢ distribution. ;

(True Ex{ct.) -
(Simed) R. A. DALYELL,
Acting Secretary to Government:

¢ M :

To the Board of Revenue. ii_;i%




M o,




B

animals, birds, and insects may be
which the birds of the air and the
themselves, seem to have made agai
we have conducted it. The marked

missed with the remark that the league

s > field, and the very elements

f ¢ experiment simply show how feebly

insects and vermin, over the indigeno? v eil:él: e shom} ipfifdsane

’tc'he grain is worth the attention of r - himgelf S;%e%res%mppve proof that

ound that birds and rats are not ba «dges of the qualit; (l)f f!“ l(lllz,e generally
The great fact it is necessary t g

: Lty k with i
American mode of cultivation is ent; ‘lmm: ot 5 Bhe fact that the
: - “ly different f, :

11;[::1 :esfc'l :ll:f.tt c;).mes :o us from Ar “icais the Ifx?:(llecl:te {)Ifldz:an. e
s it :ch&; lion 0 which the se«  "as been accustomed for ver{) ly))leculmr
i S ?[\ owz; In the States  rows, in the bottom of nzmlf s
sHiahes 45t tII))z i © frenchesare f ] with water to the de tl?c :s —
et . germinates, when fihe water is drawn off. Sh pth of several

e fields are again flooded for ratherqmopy Wik s o - Shortly afterwards

and they are flooded once when the in is near ripexfi‘;,ight, to kill the weeds ;
Now, this mode of cultivation is fntirely d; :

although its peculiarities were broughlt tolr:hg rilolgige c?t? ttl']roué o Indian, and

years ago, I cannot find the record of |a single attempt to ?:ul ov

Bengal in the same way. So far bae v as 1869, Mr, K uvate the plant in

Consul at Bombay, supplied the ‘ - Kitteridge, the Amep
short note on the subjgst — Gov!emment of Bombay with the fouzl\:"(izﬁg

k T
“Rice is sown in Carolina in lop i

:: not work well) of about one foot dgeg,r ﬂéi’mx: at;l:e bi‘_;olzoes (machinery does
“to an acre. Water is let,on as soon as the riee : apart, two bushels
s kept unfier yvate; ; that is, the water is kept to withi lnch?s high, and is
top until (rice) is about four inches high ; it is then q o Liation. of.he,
taken out; after this the.water is let on again, Wherﬁt beos
water must be allowed to rise just below the head (that is?g:l?: tli)o?xf?d m;' hfahe
re

the kernels grow). The wat jor
in case of wigd.”) e mus§ be high enongh to keep the stem steady

This memorandum was forwarded b ;
Government of Bengal, under date, Simls;,tg?)tgofgggmles%% 0% India to the
copy of it was forwarded to the Board of Revenue for informati Oi) oy end a
of éath Jullg 1869. I cannot find, however, that 5 sinele ai(t)n v No. 2518
made to cultivate the seed in this way. Instead of taking {1, empt has been
as a guide to be followed as closely as possible, they seem fp 1 ese Instructions
altogether, and the cultivation of the new and pecul 01 ave been ignored
attemptgd. in methods wholly foreign to the treatment und:r y hé;duqated plant
{)roguce in America. 'We have sown it broadcast gnq $n r which it had bgen
and and low land, on wet land angd dry land, and in nurseries, on high
but the one in which we were lold to sow it, nam’ely ha every conce_lvab!e way
been accustomed during 200 years of cultivation, " The r:'”;)’ ttof which it had
of Revenue of the results of the €xperiments made Witlix l‘tﬁ rom the Board
seed distributed last year are of the same order as all pr edine 20 barrels of
seed was received and sent to the Board of Revenue anl()i e{): Ing reports. The
over the country ; and instead of looking for sucecess ’m the ¥ 1t distributed a]]
careful efforts year after year upon the same spot, we K:Y ng
wide-spread, isolated, desultory sowings, success migh’t ol turnvi p”os:g thl';xt by
‘ 1 e .
: The 100 fbarrels received this year from the Secretary of § < e?e
a large sum of money, have been distributeq in the Iy of State, costing
that we might as well have sown them in the Hoge O LR and I fear

Mr. Kitteridge’s instructions show

that the water with whi ice i
flooded must be under control, and the suggestion naturally ar i:el:ztl:af‘.hfhﬁz s;:

-r‘

(<3

canal systems which the Government has ¢ nstructed at immense cost in various

- parts of the country—the Soane Canals, Tidnapore, and Cuttack—supply us

with the means of attempting the acelima zation of the plant, under condi-
tions of cultivation similar to those wh ich have produced it in America.
Indian rice lives on the rain-fall; Carolina on irrigation; and this fact opens
up to us an interesting and possibly  .luable field of experiment in the
neighbourhood of the canals, upon whic e State has spent so many millions.

Resolution.~The Lieutenant-Goverrds ' is much obliged to Mr. Knight for
this Note, and directs that it be circulat ad through the Board of Revenue to
all officers and private gentlemen who have undertaken the ecultivation of
Carolina paddy in this and past years. Collectors will be requested to cause
verbal instruction to be given to ryots, r nouzadars, and zemindars who may
undertake experiments. The Lieutenant -Governor is not sure that the experi-
ments heretofore made have altogether betsn barren of result; for out of the
107 cases reported by the Board, 32 are sa id to have been successful, 62 doubt-
ful, and 13 wholly unsuccessful. Many of the doubtful cases, however, were
very nearly failures. In some of the succwessful cases, it was established that
Carolina rice yields more than one crop fr om the same stalk.

2. Itis, however, quite clear that th e proper mode of cultivating this rice
was not sufficiently known; and it is probable that its high market value is
not generally known. It may possibly I)e: that in’America the rice is raised of
a fine quality by a quasi-garden cultivaticn, and sells higher, just as garden
potatoes sell higher than field potatoes. From the description of the Carolina
cultivation it is evident that an artificial supply.of water is necessary. The
crop should be tried on our canals. If’ it turns out that with command of
water we can really raise a rice very much more valuable than ordinary rice,
we may save millions now sunk on canals. In that view the question is of
immense importance. Mr. Knight’s figures regarding the price of Carolina
rice are taken from price-currents of some years back; the Calcutta merchants
to whom reference has been made not bein g able to state the present price of this
rice. Reference has been made to the several American Consuls in India for
information regarding the price of Caroliua rice, and the Government of India
has been asked to favor the Lieutenant-Governor with any available infor-
mation upon the point. If the price of ordinary unselected Carolina rice in
Europe turns out to bear towards ordinary unselected Indian rice a different
proportion to that stated in the 1st paragraph of Mr. Knight’s Note, further
detailed information upon the subject will be circalated. Meanwhile, the
Lieutenant-Governor does not desire to delay to place Mr. Knight’s Note in
the hands of persons conducting this year’s experiments.

By order of the Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal,

C. BERNARD,
Offy. Secretary to the Govt. of Bengal.

No. 2365.

Cory, with copy of the Board’s letter and enclosure, submitted to the
Government of India in the Agricultural Department, with the request that
the Lieutenant-Governor may be favored with any information in the hands of
the Government of India regarding the price of Carolina rice.

By order of the Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal,

C. BERNARD,

Offy. Secretary to the Govt. of Bengal.
CALCUTTA,
The 21st August 1873,
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